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24 Smallholm , 
25 — „ nf 
26 Fernell, 8 


Curied over, 43%d231035, 88004483855 . 


8 This was the number in 1782. © The miniſter of this pa- 
riſh made no return for 1790-1, but ſays, The population, 
| fince that period, has rather increaſed than diminiſhed.” 

+ This was the number in 1783; and Mr Lyon fays, « he 
has reaſon to think the number fince is not diminiſhed,” 


$ The additional population, mentioned in the Appendix, p⸗ 
597, is here included. 

{+ In theſe two pariſhes, the number of examinable perſons 

only being returned, a proportionable addition, at the rate of 
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the whole, ſince 1755. | 


1 This includes the population of the New Pariſh. See Ap- 
pendix, p. 605. 
+ This was the number in 1782, and no enumeration has bnce 
heen — | 
5 This was the population about 30 years ago. Mr Wri hy 
makes no return for 755. n * 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


To the 3d and 4th Volumes. 


IT HAVE now the pleaſure of delivering to the 
public, a very valuable addition to the volumes 
already printed of the STATIsTICAL ACCOUNT OF 
ScoTLANnD. They contain, in all, 15r pariſhes; which 
ſufficiently proves, that the whole work, on the ſame 
ſcale, may be comprehended within bounds not too 
bulky—a matter, at the ſame time, not very eaſily 
accompliſhed, as it is difficult to fix on that happy me- 
dium, which, avoiding prolixity on the one hand, yet 
preſerves, on the other, every fact or obſervation of 
real curioſity or importance. Fo,” 


* 


The value of this inquiry, not only to this, but to 
other countries, appears every day more and more 
indiſputable; and it is to be hoped, that the example 
of Scotland, in this reſpect, will ſoon be imitated by 
other nations. For that purpoſe, a ſpecimen of the 
work has been tranſlated into French, and tranſmit- 
ted to every perſon of power, political influence, or 
literary merit, on the continent of Europe. The 

Vor. III. TT" OT ol af ſpecimen 


. 
| ſpecimen contains 6 diſtricts, and is drawn up, in ſuch 
J a manner as to give, within narrow bounds, a view of 
1 | the progrefs of human fociety. The firſt diſtriẽt, (that 
1 of Ringuſſie i in Badenoch), i is entirely paſtoral z the ſe- 
i | tond, (Morhama 3 in Eaſt Lothian), is employed in agri- 
1 culture; in the third, (Moulin in Perthſhire), there 
|! 3s the eee of manufactures: From the 
Fi fourth, (Neilſton in Renfrewſhire), the effects of the 
Fi complete eſtabliſhment of manufactures, on the man- 
li ners and morals of the people, may be traced. The 
fifth, (Montroſe *), is a diſtrict poſſeſſed of foreign 
commerce; and the work concludes with an account 
of Edinburgh, as a ſpecimen of the progreſs of luxu- 
ry. The very flattering encomiums, beſtowed by ſes 
veral foreigners, of the firſt merit and diſtinction, 
who have had an opportunity of examining this pa- 
per, proves to what a * the character of tha 


JI SIE 


cal exertions, 2165 


In a Vork of this nature, it is impoſſible to avoid 
committing a number of miſtakes f. It is even at- 
tended with conſiderable difficulty to print a volume, 
the manuſcript of which i is written in from 50 to 80 
different 
N Montroſe ad Moulin 3 are in the Ith volume which is now 
in the Preſs, an and in a which | it is allo Propoſed to include F. 
burgh. | 
| One miſtake, in the 2d das" in zallice to che able and 
learned miniſter of Kettle, it may be proper to take notice of, 
it appearing, on farther inquiry, that the very important table, 
given in the Statiſtical Account of the pariſh of Kettle, (vol. 
1ſt), was ſuggeſted by Mr Barclay himſelf, who is conſequently 
entitled to the praiſe of that meritorious idea. 
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different hands: And it is impoſſible, on evety oec. 
ſion, to ſtop the progreſs of the printer, in order to 
procure, from a diſtant correſpondent, an explana- 
tion of his original communications. But every 
clergyman of liberality of ſpirit, and every reader 
of candour, will readily make allowances for accidental 
errors, to which, indeed, a work of this nature is 1 
3 Hable. eee 


It is at preſent only neceſſary to add, in gr to 

the ſucceeding volumes, that it is the author's inten- 
tion, to perſevere in the fame plan, until he has 
given a ſimilar account of every pariſh of the kingdom. 
His object is, to lay the foundation of a great, metho- 
dical, and complete ſurvey of Scotland, and perhaps 
of England, which he hopes will be undertaken, b. Yy 
the government of the country, at the commencement 
of the enfuing century. If periodical ſurveys are al- 
terwards taken, every 50 or 100 years, they will fut- 
niſh the beſt means of aſcertaining the progreſs of na- 
tional improvement, and will point out the proper 
ſyſtem to be purſued, in order to bring political, ſo- 
ciety, in theſe kingdoms, to the higheſt pitch of haps 
pineſs and perfection. 


He will conclude wich the following addreſs, * ori- 
ginally printed in French, which was prefixed to the 
ſpecimen of the Statiſtical Survey of Scotland, above 
mentioned, as it tends ſtill farther to VENG the na- 
ture eee, a n= S ge 
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n 7 0m ſuperiority, which the philoſophy of modern 
1 "times has attained over the antient, is juſtly 
attributed to that anxious attention to. fats, by 
Which it is ſo peculiarly diſtinguiſhed. Reſting not 
on viſionary theory, but on the ſure baſis of . inveſti» 
gation, and of experiment, it has. ariſen to a degree 
of certainty and pre-eminence, of which it was ſup- 
poſed incapable. It is by purſuing the ſame method, 
in regard to political diſquiſitions, by analyſing the 
real ſtate of mankind, and examining, with anato- 
| mical Accuracy. and minuteneſs, the internal Aructure 
of feciety, that the ſcience of government can alone 
be drooght, to che ſame # belghth of a {4 
| We it is ber 1 at various pe- 
moch, been made, into the politieal circumſtances. of 
nations: Unfortunately, however, they have uni- 
formly. been E with 2 view of aſcertaining 
the 


( 


* the ſtate of the country, for the purpoſes of taxation 
and.of war, and not of national improvement. Their 
object has been, not to meliorate the condition of 
the people, but to fill the exchequer, or the armies 
of the ſtate“; and the utmoſt that could be expect- 
ed from them, was to render taxation, and other 
public burdens, leſs unequal. But, in modern tunes, 
more extenſive and more important objects of in- 
veſtigation have been pointed out. Real itatelmen, 
and true, patriots, no longer ſatisfied with partial and 
defective views of the ſituation of a country, are 
now anxious to aſcertain the real ſtate of its agri- 
culture, its manufactures, and its commerce 
means of improvement, of which they are geſpectite 
ly capable — the amount of the population of a ſtate, 
and the cauſes of its increaſe; or decreaſe the man- 
ner in which the territory of a country is paſſeſſed 
and cultivated the: nature and amount of the various 
ee ee _ the e ue 15 at 
2 N | 


2 (Sally in his Sang Sen Re oubl. one 11 n 67 
cap. i- has, clearly explained the objects of antient Razeſmen. 
« in republica, copngticenda, multam, /Magnamque, curam HA. 
6 bui, uti . armis, viris, epulentia, ea poſſit, cognitum 
« haberem.” From Townſend's Travels to Spain, vol. 3. p. 
348, it appears, that in 1575, Philip II. propoſed making ſimi- 
lar reſearches, - on à very great and extenſive ſcale ; but they 
never ſeem to have been brought to any concluſion. In Nruſſia, 
in Sweden, in Saxony, in Sardinia, and in. Tuſcany, ſuch plans 
haye been attempted; but rather, With a view of aſcertaining 
dhe preſent late, chan the means of future improvement. : 
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| wealth or ſtock of the inhabitants, and how it can 
de augmented— the diſeaſes to which the people are 


ſubject, their cauſes and their cure the occupations 
of the people — here they are entitled to encourage - 
ment, and where they ought to be ſuppreſſed the 
condition of the poor, the beſt mode of maintaining 
them, and of giving them employment— the ſtate of 
ſchools, and other inſtitutions, formed for purpoſes 
of public utility —the ſtate of the villages and towns, 


and the regulations beſt calculated for their police 
and good government —the ftate of the manners, the 


morals, and the religious principles of the people, 
and the means by which their temporal ad em 
en can — be owl SY 400-8714 
Impreſſed with theſe ideas, in n of NY 1790, 
1 circulated amongſt the clergy of the Church of Scot- 
land, a number of Queries, for the purpoſe of elucidat- 
ing the political ſtate of my native country. Nothing 
could be more flattering than the reception they met 
with, from that learned and reſpectable body. Scot. 
land is divided into about 50 parochial diſtricts; and, 
in leſs than eighteen months, reports were received 


from above one half of that number. The returns 
that were tranſmitted, alſo, were not trifling or ſu- 


perficial ; but, in general, ſuch as might be expected 
from men of extenſive knowledge, and of found 


abilities, acquainted with the various topics to which 


their attention was directed. With ſo much zeal, 


indeed, have they entered into this inquiry, that, in 


leſs than three or four years from its commence- 
— 


* .: 


3 


n 


(x) 


ment, this great and extenſive "OTA will U probably - 
be ne" Kai e 26 | | 


- Atoniſhed with 0 rapid a er and. convie- 
ced that the moſt important and beneficial conſe- 
quences muſt be derived from it, to Europe in gene- 
ral, but more eſpecially, to theſe kingdoms of Great 
Britain and Ireland, I flatter myſelf, that it will not 


be deemed improper or preſumptuous, to ſubmit, to 


perſons of power and authority abroad, the proprie« 
ty of carrying on, in other ſtates, ſimilar inveſtiga- 
tions. It is an undertaking which, though great and 
laborious, yet may be effected in ſmaller kingdoms, by 


the exertions of one individual; and, in the greateſt 


empires, by any body of men conſtituted for that pur. 
poſe. In order to explain its nature, and the beſt means 
of carrying it into execution, there is herewith printed, 
an analyſis of the ſtatiſtical account of a parochial dif. 

trict, a table which may render ſuch accounts leſs ob · 


ſcure or voluminous, and ſpecimens of the accounts of 


certain diſtrias in Scotland, in many reſpects diffe- 
rent from each other, and e * war ; 
— n 10001 21 : 


11 fimilar 8 were mend in chan FEI | 


| kingdoms. of Europe, it might be the means of eſta- 


bliſhing, on ſure foundations, the principles of that 
moſt important. of all ſciences, to wit, political or ſta. 
ziſtical philoſaphy. That is the ſcience; which, in pre- 
a to _ other * to be —_ in reverence. 
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No ſcience can furniſh, to any mind capable of re- 
ceiving uſeful information, ſo much real entertains 
ment ; none can yield ſuch important hints, for the 
improvement of agriculture, for the extenſion of com- 


pineſs of the ſpecies. 
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mercial induſtry, for regulating the conduct of indivi- 
duals, or for extending the proſperity of the (tate; 
none can tend ſo much to promote the general hap- 
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NUMBER I. 
PARISH OF DINGWALL, 


3 County of Roß.) 
By the Rev. Mr DaniteL Rosx. 


. : 
— - Tp ** ** * ITS "008" 


. , 


8 4 Boundaries. 


HE pariſh of Dingwall, ſituated at the wh end of the : 
Frith of Cromarty, lies in the preſbytery of Dingwall, 


of which the town of that name is the ſeat, and in the ſynod 


and county of Roſs. It is bounded on the eaſt by the pariſh 
of Kiltearn ; on the north lie a vaſt tract of high mountains ; 
and on the weſt and ſouth by the pariſh of Fodderty. That 
part of the pariſh of Urquhart, called Ferrintoſh, lies on the 
tirt to the ſouth-eaſt ; but from it Dingwall is divided by 
the river Conan, which, at high water, is widened to about 
half a mile by the influx of the ſea, 


Yes. ML oth The 


2 Statiſtical Aecount 


De Name and General Appearance. The name was former. 
ly Dingnaval or Dingnavallis, and took its origin from the 
richneſs and fertility of the foil of the lower grounds, which 
form a conſiderable part of the pariſh. Excluding a ſmall 
diſtrict, peopled by few inhabitants, and divided from the 
reſt by a high hill, this pariſh forms nearly an oblong of one 
and a half by two miles. It conſiſts partly of a pretty exten- 
five valley, and partly of the {ſloping ſides of hills, a great 
portion of which is in a high ſtate of cultivation. The waſte 
ground is not very conſiderable, and there are no commons 
in the pariſn; the great bulk of the land is in eulture; and 
the whole forms a beautiful interchange of hill and valley, 
wood and water, nn and meadows. 

Soil. — The foil over the whole pariſh is abundantly fertile, 
and the greater part is uncommonly rich. It generally con- 
fiſts of a deep loam, or clay mixed with a conſiderable quan- 
tity of vegetable mould, which, in ſeaſons of any tolerable 
mildneſs, and with an ordinary degree of good culture, fel- 
dom, if ever, fails to produee luxuriant crops. Every kind 
of pulſe, and all the culmiferous grains are accordingly found 
to thrive well in this pariſh. But, from the flatneſs of the 
ground in the lower parts, and the ſteepneſs of the neigh- 
bouring hills, together with the nature of the ſoil, a wet ſea- 
fon is always uncommonly pernicious to its produce. It re- 
tards the labour of the farmer both in ſpring and in autumn, 
to a degree not experienced in other places, which are neither 
more favourably ſituated with reſpect to climate, nor nearly 
equal! in eint of fertility of foil, 


Climate. — The climate of this part of the country is upon 
the whole tolerably good. It is not fubjeQ to any deſtructive 
inundations, nor has it more frequent rains than moſt other 


Parts 


"of Dingwall. ; 


parts of the kingdom; but it is expoſed to high winds, 
which, though never riſing to any fignally pernicious violence, 
are often inconvenient to the inhabitants, and ſometimes 
hurtful ro the growing corn. The winter is not attended 
with any peculiar degree of ſeverity. 


| Diſaſer.—This diſtrict has never been remarkable for the 
prevalence of any peculiar diſeaſe. To periodical viſits of the 


ſmall-pox we are expoſed in common with every part of the 


kingdom. It returns after unequal and uncertain intervals; 
but it ſeldom gives us a longer reſpite than from fix to eight 
years. The laſt ſummer it was, in the natural way, extreme» 


ly mortal. This diſtreſsful circumſtance, however, was at- 


tended wich ſome happy conſequences. It opened the eyes 


of the lower claſſes of people to the advantages of inocula- 


tion, againſt which their R had betors been as vio- 
lent as = were general. 


Mineral Springs, Al So the fide of the hill, Gantt 
the ſouth, which forms the northern part of the pariſh, there 


are mineral ſprings ſtrongly impregnated with ſulphur, One 


of them at Drynie appears nearly, if not fully, as ſtrong as a 
ſpring ia the neighbouring parith of Fodderty, which has 
been found extremely efficacious in curing a variety of cuta- 


neous diſeaſes. 


Rivers and Fiſbings.— There are ſome rivulets in the pa- 
riſh, but no river except Conan, In theſe ſome excellent 
trouts are caught; but they are ſo few as never to be 
brought ta market. The Conan is not, nor probably ever 
can be made, navigable for large veſſels. On this river, how- 
ever, there is a very productive ſalmon fiſhery. The time 
WWowed by law for fiſhing, is from the zoth of November to. 
| 9 | the 


. LR R "8 2 Ig "I * * . * 
= — w— * 3 * — = D * 7 LR n 8 
F W Zur * a " 27 * 4 3 Fas Art, * : ** £ 
is ia ,- 1 * n — - » 27 4 * A 4 , 4 
1 * OY Sh 5 F Ä Lo EI NEE „ hs 2 Ree? 3 8 nn a _ | 
* — oy - * 371 * me, 0s < meg a . . ä - 2 Y 2 r 4 = - 
5 — a V — I oper. parom-ygt/r 8 * : = X77 e 2 — Nr : 6 ' * * 3 on — 5 U — 
FRA = — — OY x — — << — * 5 . ww 2 * 1 5 a - * & n — 7 - 
N — — OA mm — RT" Rs r | . . f NT - , « dine wer . „„ er nb ; 4 wy . _ — 
* 2 — 9 5 | 5 „ fo es oat 42 ay * . - 3 * * * * "RY * 1 = — P * Fr 7 "— ** = 3 * I” 5 ume ̃̃̃ 0s - * 8 2 Cane ET 2 
* 2 PP ——— a c. bal 5 — Wo \ . = ** e S D 8 — 2 _ . AE — — f — = — g — - > — — 
2 , x , * * * . 0 * 3 = : 7 — . 2 - — 5 — — . \ 
g * * F Nee p ; P 1 ; » W : . , _ 8 = rc; 
5 . . C 4x52 4 Y 4 1 ah ws gp >- : * „ r 9 n 2 n * \ . es. 10 - ne Os „ 1 ' * . 5 £ - n oe. in — 2 __ — — — — — 5 — — —— — — — — 
_ ages on — — 8 1 > * 4 _ 4 .C 1 — * 4 s N N — | — 0 — wag *& on + — 
5 as if * * ny - — 1 — — 1 G . 2 — . va by r oP 0 2 = a — * 
. - . * 2 "4 5 w a> 3 * K * - x 22 F * 1 — - + -. OR — 4 — * * _ 
* he P — 2 — - — . ed dis — 1 I £ * 22 br £ Iz 2 9 * ? G 
** + 
| 8 x 2 


4 Statiſtical Accouni 


the 26th of Auguſt; but, on account of the froſt in the wine 
ter, or the quantities of rain, which, by falling in the hills 
where the river has its ſources, keep it too high to admit of 
[Hauling the nets, there is generally no regular fiſhing till the 
_ ſpring is well advanced. Though there are cruives * on the 


river, the water runs above them in the almoſt inceſſant 
floods which happen previous to that time; and moſt of the 


fich getting over the dyke+, a great number is ſeldom caught 


in the cheſt 4 before March or April. When {old to the 
people of the country, 2d. a pound is the uſual price of the 
freſh fiſh throughout the ſeaſon. | 
There is belonging to the public good of Didgwall, a ſtell 
ſalmon fiſhery on Conan, or a fiſhery on that part of the 
river into which the ſea flows. Five and twenty years ago, 
it brapght no rent, but is now let at L. 18: 10 per annum. 


Sea. The ſea, at high water, waſhes a conſiderable part of 
the pariſh, running in apparent canals, in ſeveral directions, 
along the fide of the town, and forms a beautiful variety of 
iſlets and peninſulas. But, even in this ſtate, it is very ſhal- 
low for ſeveral miles down the frith; and, at low water, 
it recedes to the diſtance, of near four miles, leaving nothing | 


but a flimy ſtrand, which makes it unfit for the navigation 


of any large veſicls, adverſe to the production of fiſh of al- 
moſt any kind, Rounders excepted, and barren of all objects 
which merit the attention n of the naturaliſt, the farmer, or 


the pohtician. 


The goods pete to this place "Os London, Glaſgow, 
Leith, and other manufacturing and trading towns are ' car= 
Tied in the London and Leith ſmacks, which maintain 2 
conſtant communication "oe lives weeks or month at 


moſt, 


1 
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moſt; between the ſouthern and northern parts of 4 king- 
dom. There are in this pariſh only two boats; one of which 
is very ſmall, plies at high water, between Dingwall and 
Ferrintoſh, the other ſerves for the carriage of bulky arti- 
cles from place to place. 


Quarries.— Three quarries have been opened in this pa- 
riſh. The ſtones in one of them, which is not now uſed, 
were of a very indifferent quality, being apt to moulder into 
ſand, when long expoſed to the weather. Another, the 
property of the public, and diſcovered within theſe fifteen 
years, is of a much better quality. Its ſtones, though hard, 
are extremely uſeful in all thoſe parts of houſes where hewn- 
work is not neceflary, and lying within a quarter of a mile 


of the town, they have contributed ngt a little to its im- 


provement and increaſe, The third quarry, which is of a 
tine light blue colour, is private property. It is of a ſtill ſu- 
perior quality, as it is fit for hewn as well as for coarſe 
work, and is capable of a very fine poliſh. It has, however, 
one diſadvantage z there is a ſmall intermixture of iron ore, 
upon, which the rain in time operates, and. itains in a very 
ugly manner the contiguous ſtones. 


He and M 1 Animals. — The domeſtic. quadrupeds 


and birds are ſuch as are uſually found in every other part of 


the country. There are plenty of hares, and at a little diſ- 


tance, great numbers of red-deer. Once, and, only once, 
the miniſter ſaw two roe-deer in the pariſh. They were 
probably driven by the ſeverity of the weather, from the 
woods among the neighbouring hills, to thoſe in the lower 
part of the country, where better ſhelter and more eaſy ac- 
ceſs to paſture were found. There are ſome foxes, with 
the uſual ſmaller kind of quadrupeds, | 


. 


# 


| . Statiſtical Account | 


The ſtationary birds are of the common kinds. Plenty of 
partridges, grouſe, black game, plovers, and water-fowl of 
various ſpecies. The migratory birds are pretty numerous, 
They are the bernacle or rood-gooſe, the woodcock, land- 
rail, lapwing, cuckcoo, fieldfare, redwing, ſwallow, moun- 
tain- finch or ſnow-flake, and ſometimes the Bohemian chat- 

terer. The latter appears ſeldom, but then it comes in great 
Aocks, feeding upon the berry of the mountein- aſh; all the 
former are very plentiful in this pariſh, 


Trees, —The vegetable deten of the pariſh are ſuch 
as are common to the whole country, There are few trees 
indecd of ſpontaneous growth, except alders, which abound- 
ed much ſome years ago, but are now rapidly giving PRs to 
corn and graſs helds. | 


2 


Population Table of the Par of 1 Anno 1 751. 


Males in the pariſh . — 617 
Females - „ . - 762 
Total inhabitants — = - - 1379 
The retura to Dr Webſter i in 17 90 - 997 

_ Increaſe _ - — 372 
The town contains - 55 . 
The country part of the pariſh = - 634 
Annual average of births“ "ME TN 38 
amn, 


The following cireumſtances are ſomewhat curious. The 
year 1783 was a year of preat ſcarcity, and the births of the 
ſucceeding year were 16 below the average, and 14 below the 
low eſt number of any of the other late years. The year 1787, 
on the contrary, was a year of plenty, and the following year 
the births increaſed in a ſimilar proportion. They were 17 


above the a and 11 above the number of any of the o- 
tber n * 


of Dingwall. | 7 


Marriages - - — n 
Proportion of males to females born * . 5 to 4 
Under 10 years old - IOW - 329 

| Between 10 and 20 Ws - +” 
20 and 50 — — . 560 

50 and 70 — > = 127 

70 and 100 - - 34 

Above 100 2 | YM 5 wy none 
Average of births to the whole inhabitants 1 to 36 
— marriages - - - 1 to 153 


— batchelors to married men and widowers 1 to 2x 


Farmers, i. e. thoſe whoſe ſole dependence is on the 


produce of the ground they cultivate - 33 
Mechanics of different kinds 3 S — 60 
Their apprentices, about - - 

Merchants or tradeſmen _ — - 7 
Men ſervants of different kinds = W 117 
Women fervants of different kinds „„ 132 
Clergyman — - - — x 
Phyſician — - DE, Ec. x 

Writers or attorneys, beſide other inferior practitioners 

of the law r - - 3 6 


All 


ln the year after the year of extraordinary ſcarcity, 1783, 
and in the year after the year of uncommon plenty, 1788, 
the deviation from this proportion was very remarkable. In the 
year 1784, there were born 15 males, and 7 females, and in the 
year 1789, 20 males, and 12 females. | 


+ It may appear ſtrange that there are fo. many attorneys 
in this town; but, as it is centrically ſituated, three times more 
buſineſs is done in the ſheriff conrt of Dingwall, than in all the 
other ſheriff courts of the county. It is remarkable, however, 
that this buſineſs has greatly decreafed, fince Ferrintoſh was de. 
prived of its excluſive privilege of diſtilling whiſky without pay- 
ing King's duties, During the continuance of that n. 


— ages 
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church, two Seceders excepted, and ten families, which are 


very deſcription in the pariſh amount to 239, but of ſuch as 


houſes, which are let at from L. 7 to L. 16 per annum, 
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in the town or neighbourhood. The demand, on the con- 


| houſe is 57 


All the inhabitants of this pariſh are of the eſtabliſhed 


either partly, or wholly, of the Epiſcopal perſuaſion. Theſe 
have here no fixed clergyman ; but they have the ordinances 
of religion occaſionally diſpenſed among them, by miniſters 
from other parts of the country. 


* 


Flouſes and their Inbabitants.— The inhabited houſes of e- 


are well built, and have two ſtories, to about 40. Of the 
ſmaller and middling kinds, a good number has been built 
within theſe ten years paſt; but as many others of the ſame 
ſort have been removed by the converting of ſeveral ſmall 
into three larger farms, there has probably been no very con- 
ſiderable increaſe of their number. Of the better kind of 


about ſeventeen have been built in the above period. In 
this account, however, houſes are not included which have 
been erected on the ſites of others gone to decay, but ſuch 
only as were built where no houſes of the ſame ſize were 
before, and ſo make an addition to the total number of hou- 
ſes in the pariſn. There is no uninhabited houſe or cottage 


trary, for houſes, particularly for the middling fort, is very 
great. At an average the number of inhabitants to each 


1 Produce, c. — The greater part of the pariſh 
is arable, and produces corn of different Kinds, chiefly oats, 
next 


the quarrels and breaches of the peace among the inhabitants, 
were very frequent, and often furniſhed a good harveſt to the 
Dingwall procurators. But now that this courſe of buſineſs has 
in a great meaſure failed, the people bave become * more 
Peaceable, 
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bent barley, then peaſe, then wheat, a few beans; and 


occasionally a very little rye. The quantity of ground ſown 
with oats is about 500 acres, with barley 200, with peaſe 
50, and with wheat 10 About 100 acres are annually em- 
ployed in the production of ſown graſſes for hay, and about 


double that quantity is paſture ground. Potatoes form a part 
of the food of all, and the greater part of moſt, of the pa- 
riſhianers. The culture of them is generally conſidered as 


favourable to the ground, and an excellent preparative for 


graſs crops ; becauſe the neceſſity of keeping them clean de- 


ſtroys the weeds, and the general idea of much manure be- 
ing requiſite to inſure a good crop ſerves to ſecure the me- 


Hioration of the ground: This latter advantage is great- 
ty increaſed by the populouſneſs of the town. The 
people in general collect conſiderable quantities of dung, 


which they know not how to uſe to better purpoſe than the 
cultivation of this root. They accordingly manure the 


land, plant the potatoes, and keep them clear of weeds; in 


conſequence of which, the gentlemen or neighbouring far- 


mers allow them to have ground rent free. Nearly 25 acres 


are annually employed for this purpoſe. The cultivation of 
flax is ſo inconſiderable an object, that it is left more 


to the charge of the houſewife; than of the farmer. 


Small patches of hemp, a plant which always thrives re- 
markably well, are Jometimes ſown ; but it is raiſed for the 
uſe of individuals only. Plantations of trees of different 
kinds cover at leaft goo acres of ground. 'They conſiſt 
chiefly of Scotch. pines, oak, aſh, beech, eim, plain, and 
larch. In all thoſe plantations there is excellent ſhelter, and 
in NE parts of then ary: good paſture, 


Seed time commences about the müll of March; but it 
's as irregular as the climate i is variable. For it ſometimes 
Vor. III. 55 ». "i happens, 
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happens, from the ſeverity of the ſpring, that no ſowing 
takes place till a month later. The harveſt is ſubject to the 
ſame uncertainty, yet it commences in Sener nt the 
= GY of September. 


Horſe and Black Cattle.——The horſes of all deſcriptions a- 
mount to 3743 of theſe 56 are of the larger ſort, and 318 
of the ſmall country kind. The depth of the roads leading 
to the moſſes, and perhaps the ſteepneſs of the aſcent, make 
it eligible for the farmers and cottagers to prefer this breed 
of horſes. Larger ones would certainly fink deeper, and 
perhaps not ſo eaſily climb the hills. The black cattle, great 
and ſmall, ſomewhat exceed 600. Many of theſe are 
draught oxen z but they chiefly conſiſt of 2 cows and 
pn cattle, | 


 Ploughs 5 Caris.— Scots ploughs are generally uſed; 
there are, however, about nine chain-ploughs in the pariſh. 
They are ſometimes drawn by oxen, generally by horſes, 
but often by a mixture of bath. About 18 are drawn by 
oxen, 48 by horſes, and 27 by a mixture of both, The 
whole number of ploughs in the pariſh is 93. In the choice 
of the ſpecies of animals by which they are drawn, the far- 
mers are regulated by the ſituation of the grounds, and o- 
ther circumſtances, There are only 24 carts, properly ſa 
called, in the pariſn. Of the ſmaller open kind uſed by 
country people in the north, there are about 2410 but 
theſe being ſeldom uſed, except in the ſeaſon for drawing 
peats, and in harveſt, it is difficult exactly to aſcertain their 
number, 'The farmers collect their manure into dunghills, 
and ſpread it on their fields, by means of a kind of carts 
called Lellachier, They conſiſt of ſmall. ſolid wheels, on 
which a frame is placed, with trams for the horſe; and in 


3 


1C 
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an opening of the frame, a conical coarſe wicker baſket is 
ſet, where the dung is carried. In hilly and uneven places, 
their lightneſs may be a reaſon for uſing them; but, in 
places differently ſituated, blind attachment to inveterate cul- 
toms can _ account for the uſe of them, 


Nen 3 Land and Horſes —The FROST? land rent of the 
pariſh is, I am informed, about L. 1200. The rents of the 


| houſes are difficult to aſcertain. It may not be improper, 


however, to obſerve, that ſuch houſes as day-labourers and 
ſervants occupy, are commonly let at from 15 s. to 218. 


Church, e. The living of this pariſh is L. 58, 32 bolls 
of oat-meal, 9 ſtones Dutch weight to the boll; and 16 


bolls of barley, country meaſure, which is conſiderably lar- 
ger than the Linlithgow, Eight bolls were the common 
rent of the glebe, when it was let to a farmer. It conſiſts of 
about eight Scots acres. The preſent miniſter is a batchelor, 


and has been ſettled in the pariſh upwards of 10 years. 


The King is patron, Within theſe two years, a commodi- 


ous good manſe was built, The church is nearly a ruin. It 


had connected with it, by wide arches, one large chapel, and 
| ſeveral ſmall ones, which were probably uſed both as ce:ne- 


teries and places of devotion, They have long been ſhut 
out from the church, and uſed only as burying places. The 
heritors have it in contemplation to build a new church ſoon, 
which will be both convenient + for the men, and or- 
namental to the town. vs 
The heritors, including proprietors of burgage tenements, 
amount to 39. But; ſtrictly ſpeaking, there are only two, for 
there are only two ſeparate valuations in the pariſh; viz; the 


valuation of the eſtate of Tulloch, and the magiſtracy of 
Dingwall. Upwards of four-fifths of theſe proprietors live 


in 
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mily ſeat in the a e es 


aid from charitable funds, is 58, of which 8 are males, and 
$0 females, The annual amount of the weekly contributions 


unable to work, are incapable by their labour to earn what is 
are admitted on the poor's roll, or obtain occaſional aid from 


have a claim on the effects they may chance to leave, to 


The ſchoolmaſter's ſalary from the town and pariſh, amounts 
the ſchool-fees, communibus annis, to L. 24. He has alſo a 


| ber of ſcholars is variable, from 60 to 80. The preſent 
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in the town; of the two wealthieſt, one only reſides octa- 
ſionally in the pariſh, and the other has his 9 fa- 


Ace The ales e Jorthe awaits whoventte 


for their relief is extremely ſmall, viz. about L. 7 of L. 8. 
A ſum of money, however; at intereſt, yields L. 35. In the 
number of poor are included thoſe who, although not wholly 


fufficient for their own or their families ſubſiſtence. None 
the funds, without previouſly acknowledging the ſeſſion to 
the full extent of the ſums they have received. 


Priſoners. —In the courſe of the year 1790, there were 18 
perſons conſined in the jail of this town. Of theſe there 
were impriſoned for debt 11, for petty theft 5, for horfe 
and ſheep ſtealing one; and one woman, from a diftant part 
of the country, has lain here under ſentence of tranſporta- 
tion, ſince the autumn circuit 1789. But in this pariſh no 
murder has been committed for theſe latt n has 
an individual been baniſhed. 


Seel. The parochial is the only ſchool in the pariſh. 
to L,16; his emoluments as ſeflion-clerk, to L. 3: 10; and 


very good | houſe with a garden from the town. The num - 


maſter's 
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waſter's knowledge fully 6 ar rag _ for his office, mn 


his arch is unwearied. 


Price if Proviſions, Latour, e. The prices of proviſions 
within theſe 30 years paſt have undergone a great alteration, 


At the commencement of that period, mutton, pork, even 
beef, &c. were ſold in the lump; by the quarter, or the 


whole carcaſe, From 86d, to 10d. was the uſual price of a 
quarter of good mutton, 25: 6d. of a quarter of pork, and 
58. 6d; or 68. of an exceeding good quarter of beef. Now 

the average price of all theſe kinds of meat is 3d. fer pound, 
which is at leaſt double their former value. A good fat 
gooſe was then ſold at 10d. a duck at 3 d. and a fowl at 
21d. They now fetch twice as much money. Butter was 


then bought at Gs. a ſtone; it is now ſold at from 128. to 


148. common country made cheeſe. at 28. or 28. 6 d. at 
moſt; now it is never under 5s. Barley and oat-meal were 
commonly ſold at that period for 8s. or 10 8. a boll; they 
have not for many years been under 16s. How much ſo- 
ever theſe changes may evince the general increaſed. proſpe- 
rity of the country, they nevertheleſs bear very hard on in- 
dividuals, whoſe * are ſtationary at a certain allowance 
in money. 


The wages of a common | labourer are 6 d. a days and 


of maſons and houſe-carpenters, from 1s. to 18. 6 d. 


Suppoling a labourer to have conſtant employment the 
whole year, be will earn L.7: 16. His wife, though 
the ſhould have the charge of a moderate family, will gain 
by ſpinning, with tolerable diligence, 15d. a day, which is 
near L. 2 a year. There is no room for les to exert in- 
duſtry, as there are no manufactures. The whole earnings 
of the family, therefore, making no allowance for ſickneſs, 
idle days, avocations, or any other eX1gences, cannot exceed 


| . 
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L. 921 6. Large families are, however, on fuck mt; and 


for potatoes, and perhaps a little patch of ground for greens, 
cultivated after hours of labour, or when other employment 


management, taught by poverty to the indigent, are found 


ingly deep in winter. Their badneſs may be attributed in 
part to the nature of the ſoil through which they paſs; but 


which forms a communication between the very populous 


bour or time, the ford is often attempted, when the tide is 


mean of ſaving many lives. There are two excellent bridges 


14 Statiſtical Account, 


often on ſmaller incomes, with the aſſiſtance of a ſmall field 


is not to be got. How this wretched pittance is diſtributed 
among the variety of objects which are neceſſary to human life, 
in a very ſimple ſtate, and how it is made ſufficient for the 
ſubſiſtence of a family, is inconceivable, But habits of frugal 


to effect what the affluent do not g FAS and cannot _ 
believe. 


Reads and Bridget. The roads in this pariſh are exceed. 


it is owing alſo to the not adopting a proper method in the 
reparation of them. One public road leads acroſs Conan, 


diſtrict of Ferrintoſh and this town. From a deſire to ſave la- 


too far advanced, or the river too high, and the conſequence 
is frequently fatal. A bridge over this river would not only 
be a vaſt accommodation to travellers, but would alſo be a 


on a rivulet, in the courſe of the public roads; two, hows 
ever, are ſtill wanted, one over each of the burns which 
form the ſouth and caſt boundary of the n. 


Antiquity and Government of the Borough, —This town had 
its charter of erection into a royal borough, from Alexan- 
der II. in the year 1226. By this charter, which another 
granted in the reign of James IV, confirmed, the town was 
empowered to choſe a provoſt, two bailies, a dean-of-guild, a 
of 1 treaſurer, 


ow - 
lich 


had 
Kan= 
ther 
was 
d, 2 
Irer, 


of Dingwall. 5 15 


treaſurer, and 10 counſellors. It was alſo entitled to all the 
| privileges, liberties, and immunities, poſſeſſed by the town 


of Inverneſs. The town is one of the five boroughs, con- 
ſtituting the northern diſtrict; and, in common with Kirk. 
wall, Wick, * and . ſends a member to Parlia- 
ment. 


The Antient fize of the Toon. — There are ſome circum- 
ſtances which would ſeem to indicate, that the town was 
once much more extenſive than it is now. The croſs now 
ſtands at the eaſt end of this borough; but a ſtreet of about 
200 yards long runs from it to the north eaſt; and a gentle. 
man of the town in digging ſome time ago for manure, 
found the remains of a cauſeway at the diſtance of 300 or 
400 yards, in a line ſouth eaſt from the croſs. —The former 
had few houſes built along it, till 30 or 40 years ago, and: 
the latter has yet none near it. Theſe circumſtances, how- | 
ever, afford ſome kind of preſumption, that the antient: 
might have exceeded the preſent ſize of the place. 


| Ruins of the Caſile —The ſtreet north eaſt of the croſs, 
leads to the ruins of what once was the principal reſidence 
of the Earls of Roſs, This building, ſituated cloſe to the: 
ſhore, had on three ſides an extenſive plain. It was ſituated: 
at a conſiderable diſtance from any riſing ground, and a little 
river with a deep ſlimy channel, into which the ſea flowed, 
winded about two of its ſides. It ſeems to have been a re- 
gular fortification, which in thoſe days was well adapted for 
defence. The caſtle was built at the weſt end. A part of it, 
which {till remains, has the ſtones ſo ſtrongly cemented with 
the mortar that it is eaſier to break a ſolid: rock, than to ſe- 
parate thoſe of which it is compoſed. To the north eaſt, 
but 2 to the caſtle, chere is an area of about half an- 

acre 
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acre which was incloſed. The whole was ſurrounded with 2 
deep ditch, and a regular glacis ſtill remains. After the for. 
feiture of the Earl, the proprietor of the eſtate of Tulloch 
was appointed hereditary conſtable of the caſtle, and the 


among the moſt powerful of the Scottiſh barons. He was 


| moſt conſiderable families poſſeſſed their lands by charters | 


to the gentlemen and other inhabitants of this place, for the 


- otherwiſe improved. Part of theſe. were of excellent foil, 
perfectly level, contiguous to the town, and of eaſy culture; 

all of them were good ſubjects of improvement, of one kind 
or other, If the inhabitants of the town, ſome centuries ago, 
were either as numerous, or as wealthy as they are at pre- 
ſent, their wants muſt indeed have been few, or they them- 


ſuch tracts of lands, which were ſo eaſily convertible into 


of its houſes. This change appears to be chiefly ow ng to 


rally prevail, together with the accidental influx of money 


trifling ſalary of 20 merks, or L. 1: 2: 24 Sterling, is to this 
day annexed to the office. This Earl was once diſtinguiſhed 


proprietor of a great part of this country; and many of our 
from him, dated apud caftrum naſtrum de Dingꝛvall. 

About 25 years ago, the annual revenue of the borough 
did not exceed L. 7. It is now upwards of L. 100. This 


vaſt increaſe aroſe chiefly from the feuing out of commomies 


purpoſe of their being converted into arable ground, or 


ſelves extremely ignorant and inaCtive, when they left waſte 


fertile fields or thriving plantations. The town has of late 
been greatly enlarged, as well as improved in the appearance 


that ſuperior taſte, and ſpirit of improvement, which gene- 
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through private channels. Articles are now in univerſal de- 
mand, which were formerly unknown; and luxuries when 
once known, ſoon come into general uſe. To obtain theſe ar- 
ticles, 18 Frogs reſort to 8 town, where they are to be 
in found; 


J Dingwall. — , 


found ; and accordingly, a large retail trade is carried on 
here, conſidering the ſize of the place. This trade could 
not fail of introducing additional wealth, and its conſe- 


quences luxury, and improvements of various kinds, Be- 


ſides, the gentlemen of this neighbourhood, are in general 
fond of a country life, and are happily attached to their own 


family ſeats, Their ſtyle of living, and their expences, are 


widely different from thoſe of their anceſtors. .Much of the 
money they circulate muſt centre in the neighbouring town, 
and men of trade or buſineſs ſeldom allow it to paſs through 
their hands without retaining ſome portion of it. Thoſe 
means of improvement exiſt much more in Dingwall than in 


either of the other two boroughs of the county. For theſe, 


lying at the extremities of the ſhire, do not feel ſo much the 
advantages of local ſituation, and have not been happy enough 
to experience in the ſame degree the favours of fortune. Of 


2 the three boroughs, Dingwall is accordingly by much the moſt 


flouriſhing. 

Eighteen years ago, a very neat ſpire was built over the 
ſteeple of the town- houſe, and it was furniſhed with an ex- 
ceedingly good clock. And ſeven or eight years ago, the 
ſtreets were new paved. | 
The town of Dingwall is the centre of the county of 


Roſs, with reſpect to local ſituation, to the value of the pro- 


perty on all fides, and to the refidence of the inhabitants. 


Nature, therefore, and common ſenſe, both point it out as 


the moſt proper place for the tranſaction of all the moſt public 
buſineſs of the ſhire. 'The convenience of gentlemen, and 


the intereſt of the paper,” both require that it ſhould 1 
this privilege. | 


Miſcellaneous Obfervations—This pariſh is very happily fitu- | 
ated. Though the branch of the fea on which it lies is nor 
Vor. III. 8 navigable 
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navigable by large veſſels, yet it furniſhes a water communſi-- 


though it does not produce much variety of fiſh, yet it ſup- 


read and to write. 


ſpectable people; they are frequented by travellers, and uſed 


— 9 


| fron the ſupport of their families. It is, therefore, a falſe 
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cation with all the maritime parts of the kingdom; and 


plies the means of an eaſy conveyance of the produce of the 
country, to the markets of the town. Beſides, the pariſh. 
lies in the centre of a fertile and well inhabited country. It 
is conveniently ſituated in reſpect to the midland and weſ- 
tern highlands. Moſt of the roads from them meet in this 
place, and of courſe it is often well ſupphed with their pro- 
duce. From this view, it muſt be obvious, how well it is 
ſituated for moſt kinds of manufaQtures.. There is abun- 
dance of people in the pariſh and neighbourhood, who 
would be glad of employment; living is comparatively mo- 
derate; the home market for ſeveral ſorts of manufactures 
would by no means be inconſiderable; and a communica- 
tion with the foreign market would always be eaſy and opens 
_ Gaelic is ſtil the language of the common people, in 
which, therefore, the greater part of public worſhip is per- 
formed. But moſt of the pariſhioners now underſtand and 
ſpeak Engliſh. There are comparatively few of the younger 
people who were not early lent to ſchool, and taught both to- 


In this pariſh there are two inns, and nineteen ale or 
whiſky houſes. The former are kept by well behaving re- 


tor public meetings. Of the ale-houſes only ſeven are re- 
gularly licenſed. Moſt of this deſcription, indeed, whether 
licenſed or not, are the worſt of nuifances. 'Fhey not only 
endanger the morals of the people, by furniſhing ſecret op- 
portunities of indulging a propenſity to drunkenneſs, but by 
encouraging theft in ſervants, and by diverting the earnings 
of mechanics and labourers, and the productions of farmers, 


and 


of Dingwall. T9 


_ anil-pernicious lenity, which, under the pretext of charity, 


is ſometimes ſhewn to ſuch traders; for indulgence to them, 
often proves ruin to the innocence and welfare of rhou- 
ſands. 


The lower order of people is not remarkable for any EX= 


traordinary degree of hoſpitality. Living in a country well 
| inhabited, and much reſorted to by ſtrangers, and not en- 


joying thoſe means of wealth which ariſe from extenſive 


commerce, or regular manufactures, this virtue cannot have 


much room to exert itſelf among this claſs. According to 
their ſituation, however, they are by no means unwilling to 
ſhare what they poſſeſs, either f in the way of hoſpitality or 


charity. The more wealthy are noted for their hoſpitality 


and attention to ſtrangers. Luxury is a vice with which the 
people cannot be charged. I wiſh truth permitted me to 
ſay that they always had abundance of the neceſſaries of life. 


Indeed, total want is a thing little known in this part of the 


country; but between that and any approach to luxury, the diſ- 
tance is very great, and the intermediate ſtages are extreme- 
Iy numerous. In general, the people are ſober and induſtri- 


| ous, decent in their behaviour, and ſubmiſſive to the laws. 


Every country furniſhes ſome exceptions to the good charac- 
ter of its inhabitants. There are no temptations to any ex- 
traordinary expences; neither commerce nor manufactures 
have yet given ſcope for dangerou {yeculations; and the 
people ſtill retain that fond attachment to patrimonial inhe- 
ritances, however trifling, which the feudal inſtitutions in- 
ſpired. The lands, however, lometimes change their pro- 
prietors, and when ſold, the price is high, perhaps 30 years 
purchaſe; and it is ſtill daily advancing. 
The pariſh is ſufficient to ſupply itſelf and the town with 
Proviſions. Indeed, on this ſubject, it is difficult ro ſpeak 
with any degree of certainty; for moſt of the barley which 
the 
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the pariſh produces is ſold to diſtillers, and many of the 
cattle are purchaſed by droyers, The Dingwall butchers are 
therefore often obliged to go to a diſtance for cattle, ſheep, 
&c. and the mechanics furniſh themſelves with their ſum- 
mer-meal from other parts of the country. It is difficult to 
draw the balance between thoſe exports and imports; but, on 
the whole, it is probably in favour of the pariſh. 
Near the church an obeliſk ſtands, which, though of no 
great antiquity, attracts the notice of all travellers. It is 
_ erected on an artificial mount, the bottom of which covers 
about two-thirds of an Engliſh acre. The obeliſk is fix feet 
ſquare at the baſe, and riſes in a pyramidal form to the 
height of 57 feet, It was erected by George firſt Earl of 
Cromarty, ſecretary of ſtate for Scotland in the reign of 
Queen Anne, and was intended to ornament and diſtinguiſh 
this ſpot, which he deſigned to be the family burying-place. 
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NUMBER II. 
PARISH OF PETTY. 
(County of Inverneſs.) 
By the Rev. Mr WILLIAM SMITH, 


Name, Extent, and Boundaries. 


THE pariſh conſiſts of the original pariſh of Petty, and 
the pariſh of Briachlich, which was annexed to it. 
At this laſt place there are ſtill the remains of a church or 
chapel, There is no account, traditional or . when 
this annexation took place. 
This pariſh lies in the preſbytery of "OPS and ſynod 


of Moray, and in the county of Inverneſs, excepting a ſmall 


ſpot that belongs to the county. of Nairn. It extends along 
the ſouth fide of the Moray Frith, about eight miles in 
length, and near half that much in breadth. It is bounded 


| by that Frith on the N. or N. W. by the pariſhes of Airder- 


fier and Nairn on the N. E. by that of Croy, on the E. tho 
8. E. and S. and by the pariſh of Inverneſs on the S. KW. 


Surface, &c.—It is nearly of the form of a rectangle. 
The greater part of it is flat or nearly level: but the ground 
riſes conſideræbly to the ſouth, and, in one place, be- 
tween the plain and the Frith. The face of the coun- 
try is very agreeable, as the pariſh contains large tracts 
of cultivated fields; and, where the ground riſes towards 
the ſouth, the fields are ſeparated by rills of water, fall- 


ing 
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trees almoſt at every farm houſe. But what contributes 
moſt of all to the rural beauty of this place, is, that the Earl 


amazingly well, to which the firs ſerve as a ſhelter. While 


general is rather flat and low, there are no marſhes nor ſtag- 


the ſmall-pox, when a malignant kind of that diſeaſe pre- 
vails, which generally happens once in five or fix Fes it 


ing in ſome places over rocks; there are clumps of foreſt 


of Moray has, within the laſt twenty years, incloſed and 
planted, in different places, at leaſt 500 acres of what was 
till then bleak and barren heath. Theſe plantations con. 
ſiſted at firſt almoſt entirely of Scots firs ; but, as the firs 
grew up, they were weeded and thinned, to make room 
for trees of a more valuable kind, chiefly oaks, which thrive 


theſe plantations thus decorate the country, the weedings are 
of ſome uls to the: inhabitants for * and other 2 


Air, A Dj Shafer. —The air in this part of the coun- 
try is ſerene, and the climate dry. Though the ground in 


nating water in it, to occaſion noxious vapours, The high 
bills in the neighbourhood attract the clouds, eſpecially dur- 
ing the ſummer months, ſo that this pariſh ſuffers frequent- 
ly by exceſſive drought at that ſeaſon of the year, while 
places at no great diſtance have no reaſon of IPG on 
that account. 

The people of this place. are not liable to any Setulias lo- 
cal diſeaſes, but are in general as healthy as their neighbours. 


As they have not yet been prevailed upon to innoculate for 


ſweeps away a number of children. 
- This pariſh cannot be accounted remarkable for the longe- 
vity of its inhabitants, There ate at preſent a few perſons 


in it above $0 years old ſeveral ove 70 ; as wager near 
Fre age. ; 


Population, 
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P opulation —There was an actual numeration made of the 


catecheſable perſons in this pariſh, about 16 years ago, when 
| they amounted to about 1370. 


Since that time the popula- 
tion has diminiſhed ; for by a recent numeration for the pur- 
poſe of this ſtatement, the number of perſons above eight 
years old is 1302, and of children under that age is 216, in 
all 1 518 fouls. In Dr Webſter's report, the number of ſouls 
is 1643. 

The population of this pariſh appears to have undergone 
very great changes, during the laſt century and a half. For, 
by an old regiſter of births, that has every appearance of ac- 
curacy, the average of births for the ten eus, between 1650 
and 1660, is 51. From that time till 1704, there is no re- 
giſter extant ; but, from the year laſt mentioned down to the 
preſent time, there are regiſters of the births and marriages, 
but with chaſms ef ſome years in different places, and appear- 
ances of negligence and inaccuracy. During the ten years 
from 1704 to 1714, the population appears to have been 
very great; for the average of births recorded is 71, and of 
marriages 16. But, from that period downwards to the pre- 
ſeat, it has been conſtantly decreaſing; ſometimes rapidly, 
and at other times more ftowly.. What is very remarkable, 
the average of births for the ten years, between 1750 and 
1760, is 50, that is, nearly the ſame that it had been a cen- 
tury before. Since the 1760, it has continued to diminiſh, 
till it has come to the ſtate already mentioned. What is the 
average of births at preſent, or for the laſt ten years, cannot 
be aſcertained with exactneſs, as the regiſter has not been 
kept with accuracy. | 

Different cauſes have contributed to diminifh the popula» | 
tion of this pariſh, during the laſt thirty years. Though 
the farms in this pariſh are far from being large, they were 
imaller, and of courſe more numerous, before that time. 

Some 


— 


-4 4 zikig 
4 $14 
4. mitt! 
| i 17% 
$3 f 434 
: ' n ii 
4 14 
þ j fs J . 
4 „ 1 
ö {1} 
mam! 
f $1 
„ 117 
T = 
l 
it; 
x 77 
Hin! 
5 451338 
: 1 
12448 
, h 
Y N 
174 
4 is f 
bs 1 111 
717 
1 k | i 
: 15 
3 
Ez BERL © 
1 18 
. 5 
8 19 
” , a 
: * 
0 
Ty: 
: £4 4 
ion 
1 £3 
3 8 IP 
Y 4 
1 . 
4 1 q 
1% 
%* 
! #. 
| ;: 
- 47 
1 
| : *T 
70 
55 
Ev. 
, $15} 
| HEL 
Hin 
$55) 
iin 
11 
ant 
an 
N31 14 \ 
e 
I 
4 
ia 
116 : 
a 
1 
15 45 
Fa 3 $f 
1 . 1 
7. K » 
1 
A N 
1460 
1 1 
15 
11 173 
in 
? 1 
0 1 
231 = 
Ie + it 3; 
- = 
7 11 
4 
= 
1 FT 
% A 4 5 
Feen 
(29 4 
{E38% 7 
$8 F314 7 
11 
” + $* 1 
3 T : 
{4 een 
< * N 
448 
Anise T8 
; 13 144-8 
{$$ es 
44 8 
1 "260 
' $915 "7424 
*% : L058. the 
$334 ow 3 
88 4 
91 F 4 
A 097.8 j 71 
116 8 * 
$4: 162914 78 
-3 14S 
71 AF 
W 5 #3 7 - 
- 21 4 ; 
7 5 . Yo 
Fenner 
+ $5744 2 43 
Ft © 
$73 1 
e . 
. 
LY 10 177 
inn 
nnn | 
* 7. 178 * 
* : N FS 2% 5 H 
; F 
is 1 
2 7 2, 9 
in; ic; ! 
FF 
. mw, "215 
13:4: 17S Þþ 
9 L 27 
eig; 
FR 1 me * 
* 35% 4 
n " 
8 
'N »* & 7 
iv ELITES : 
* # 45 
$ 4:3: 
th-* 73 > 3 
: s.. : » 
: n 
nge, 
17 1 4 
\ 
Ag, % 
£439 TE 
64 59941 
6 1 {4 q 
£545 : 
0 14 Lr 
5 9731719 
4 
Teen 
1 


ma N 
6ꝙ—ũ—  OGIInEEY 


x? — yr, 
* * 
* 
— — — 
8 2 
— 
= nd are oe 
0 * 7 
R —— eas 
2 — * 5 — 
2 ns 1 
N — 


= - n ? : 
IS re — 8. A — — — 0 4 
— 2 3 — 
fe #9 5 
— K K «õ« „ re 
2 * * 
Ne * 
7 — a ——— — — — 
8 £ y =p 4 . ut 
+. nn 2 1 * 


. 8 = — 
4 br yu an pt rt N 


* 
— * 


= 


— 
Dr 
2 rag 6 EL * 


n 
— —— 
— IANA: 
2 Wy 


_—_ 0 x — ; 
- 1 . — — — ab Say 8 
3 — —— —— — — —_— ih JW 
ESL I IOUNCIEE EE EORESR SET 2 
3 . 


I 


PT 
et re TIRE. 


— 
2 WI . 
S 
$40 * 
ws 


—— — 

. V8" — 

—— ——— 
— ho ens. 


Br 
2 


— 


NE ww 


* 4 — —— 
.. —vv—— — 

9 — „* — 
E CIS... 3 rf 


— - "RY 
by G'S 3 8 — © e. 
. E 


— — pow. 

* — — = my — = - 

wn . — > - 2 _ Oz 
e — 2 , . NE — —— — 

* ] os 1g eg” —— Se eb 1 — — —— — — 
A po] 2 : N — — — — — — 
re Nl 2 n As * 2 : . — bn rep ir" Yet 4 
» 


— 
e 


24 | Statiftical Account 


Some tenants had not only cottagers, as at preſent, under 
them, but parcelled out part of their farms to ſubtenants, 


who alſo had cottagers under them. 


But the chief cauſe of the decreaſe of population is ſcar- 
city of fuel. That neceſſary article of life, which half a 
century ago was tolerably plenteous, has of late years be- 


come extremely ſcarce. ; 


Character and Manners of the People —The inhabitants of 
this pariſh are in general ſober, peaceable, and induſtrious, 
Crimes of an attrocious nature are extremely rare, or rather 
unknown among them. Though they are far from being 
unſocial, but have pretty frequent convivial meetings, as at 


weddings and the like, yet, after ſpending ſome hours chear- 
fully together, they ſeparate in a peaceable and friendly 


manner. Drinking to exceſs and quarrelling are accounted 
reproachful, and, therefore, perſons addicted to theſe vices 
are avoided, They appear to be ſatisfied with their condi- 
tion; and moſt of them are eaſy in their circumſtances ac- 


cording to their ſtations, nay, ſome of them have even made 


a little money. But it muſt alſo be acknowledged, that ſome, 
from want of induſtry and oeconomy, and ſome from miſ- 


fortune, or from having very large families, are in very 


ſtraitened circumſtances, They are very ready, according to 
their abilities, to relieve the indigent and diſtreſſed, eſpecial- 
ly ſuch as have been reduced to that candition by calamity 


or misfortune. They are fair and honeſt in their dealings, 


and obliging to one another. 
In their manners they ſhew a good deal of attachment to 


old faſhions and habits. Though, from their frequent inter- 


courſe with people that ſpeak the Engliſh language, it might 
be expected that they would have acquired ſome knowledge 


of it, yet the Gaelic continues in general uſe among them. 
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Moſt of them can | ſpeak 10 elſe, and the ber that can 
{peak the Engliſh do it but very imperfectly. The High- 
land dreſs is ſtill retained by them in a great meaſure. The 
plaid is almoſt totally laid aſide; but the fmall blue bonnet, 
the ſhort coat, the tartan kilt and hoſe, and the Highland 
brogues are ſtill the ordinary dreſs of the men. 'The women 


in like manner retain the Highland dreſs of their ſex, but 
have adopted more of that of their low e neighbours 
than ng men. 


Occupation and Divifon of the Inhabitants, —There are no 
towns, no villages, no manufactures in this pariſh, All the 
inhabitants are farmers, cottagers employed by them, or arti- 
ficers employed by both, Beſides the ordinary farmers, or 
tenants and cottagers having huts from them, there is a great 
number of crofters, who have been planted by the proprie- 
tors in waſte ground to improve it. The number of farmers 
is not leſs than ninety ; three or four of them have pretty 
large farms, paying L. 100, L. 8, and L. 60 Sterling yearly ; 
but the more general run is not above L. 20 or L. 25 of 
yearly rent, and there are a good many of them even below 
1.10. The cottagers are partly ſervants and labourers: em- 
ployed by the tenants, and partly follow. other occupations, 
as taylors, weavers, thoemakers, &c. There are four mills 
in the pariſh for grinding the grain, There are alſo ſome 
fiſhers in the parith, as many as man two or three boats. 


HFeritors and Rent. — This pariſh is the property of four 
 keritors, the Earl of Moray, Arthur Forbes of Cuiloden, 
Eſq; John Campbell of Calder, and James Roſe of Ver. | 
1 e valued rents ſtand as follows: via. 
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den and orchard, ſurrounded and ſheltered by large foreſt 


_cellent ſtraw-berriesz and the orchard for a great number of 


capable, with proper management, of bearing any kind of 
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It is ſuppoſed that the average rent of the land is about 
145. the acre. Some of the good land is much higher rent- 
ed, as high as 18s. or 20s. and ſome of the bad, as low as 
58. or 6s. z but the general run is from 128. to 168. 

Perſonal ſervices, called carriages, were formerly in uſe in 
this pariſh and the neighbourhood ; but, though till exacted 
in ſome places in the neighbourhood, they have been totally 
aboliſhed many years ago, to the 1 oh Coon both of 
maſter and tenant, | 

None of the heritors of this pariſh reſide in it. There is 
a large old houſe near the church, called Caſtleſtuart, be- 
longing to the Earl of Moray, which was deſigned for a ſeat 
of the family; but it has been for many years out of repair 
and uninhabitable. Around this houſe there is a large gar- 


trees. The garden is remarkable for different kinds of ex- 


large old trees, -bearing the ſpecies of ſmall cherry, called 
black and red geens. Theſe geen-trees were ſent there from 
Kent, about a century ago, by Alexander Earl of Moray. 


_ M, ode of Cultivation, and Produce. The foil of this 
pariſh is various. Some of it is a pretty rich black mould, 


crops, But the far greater part of it is light and ſandy; yet 
even that light ſoil might be brought to very good ac- 
caunt 
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count by artificial graſs, and green erops. A few of the oc- 
cupiers of the larger farms have made incloſures ; ſome with 


hedge-rows, and ſome with ſtone-dykes; they raiſe green 
crops, ſow artificial graſſes, and have adopted the other 
modes of cultivation introduced into the more improved 
parts of the country. But the whole of the ordinary te- 
nantry ſtill retain the ſame practices that were followed by 


their predeceſſors. Their fields are quite open,—there is no 


graſs ſown,—no fallow,—no green crops raiſed ; but barley 
ſown with manure, and oats without it, as long as the land 
will produce more than the ſeed ſown. in it; after which it is 
allowed to reſt three years as lee, and then it is broke up to 


yndergo the ſame treatment, 


The manure uſed is the dung of the cattle of the farm, 
made into a compoſt dunghill, with at leaſt twice as much 
earth or ſand. Such as live on the fide of the Frith, get 
ſome ſea-weed or ware, which they lay on their lands, and 
which gives in ſtrong lands a good crop of barley ; but the 


| ſucceeding crops of oats are generally poorer than after the 


ordinary dung. In light ſoil the ware does not anſwer when 
the ſeaſon is dry, but opens it too much. 


Though, from the improper management of the lands, this 
pariſh does not produce near ſo much grain as it otherwiſe 


might; yet in the moſt unfavourable years, it produces more 


than is ſufficient for the maintenance of the inhabitants. The 
price is various ; but in general, the bolk of oat-meal weigh · 
ing nine ſtone Dutch, is nearly a ſhilling cheaper than the 


boll of barley; and the barley in general ſells very nearly at 
the Haddington prices. Beſides grain, there is a good deal 


of potatoes raiſed, not only by the tenants, but alſo. by tha 1 
crofters and cottagers. Some of the tenants raiſe flar, 


which the women ſyin and bet manufactured into linen, 


ſome 
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| ſpun by the women, and manufactured into coarſe cloth for 
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ſome of it pretty fine, for ſale, and ſome of a coarſer quality 
for domeſtic. uſe. | 


Time of Sowing and Reaping. The oats are commonly 


fown in March, or about the beginning of April; imme- 
diately after the oats are ſown, the potatoes are planted ; 
after which the barley is ſown about the end of April or be- 
ginning of May. The earlieſt barley is ripe in the end of 
Auguſt or beginning of September. The harveſt commonly 


becomes general in September, and is finiſhed by the end of 


that 3 or the beginning of October, 


Ne of Pls Horſes, Cattle, &9'c.—The exact num- 


ber of ploughs in this pariſh cannot be eaſily aſcertained. 


But the error will not be great, if they be ſtated at an hun- 
dred. The number of horſes is not leſs than 450. Some of 


them are of a pretty large ſize, and ſo ſtout that two of them 
draw a plough; but the moſt of them are very much below 
that fize, The number of black cattle is about 14co, 


moſtly oxen uſed in the plough, eight of them together. 
They are of the light nimble Highland breed; when turning 
unfit for work, they are diſpoſed of to dealers in cattle for 
the Engliſh market. Few of theſe cattle are reared in this 
place; they are generally brought from the Highlands when 


young. I hough there is not much paſture ground in this 


pariſh, yet moſt of the tenants cottagers have 
number is about 2500, They are of a very im 


domeſtic uſe, and the ſheep are 8 * to duathend nm 
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Fiſh, Harbourr.— The Frith along the fide of this pariſh 
does not abound in fiſh 3; Culloderr has on his property what 


is called a fell Hſbing, where ſalmon are caught of an uncom- 


monly excellent quality, but the quantity is not conſiderable, 
At times haddocks and whitings are found in the Frith, but 
rarely, and of a ſmall ſize, Haddocks of any ſize, and the 
larger kinds of fiſh, as cod, ling, ſkate, &c. are ſeldom 
found nearer than the coaſt of Sutherland or Caithneſs. 
In ſome ſeaſons herrings appear in this Frith, and in great 
quantities, and continue ſeveral months, perhaps from Octo- 
ber to February; but they generally take three or four years 
to repeat their viſit. Cockles and muſcles are found in the 
ebb, but in no great plenty. About forty years ago, there 
were oyſters in this Frith, but they are now entirely gone, 
except on a ſmall ſpot oppoſite to Culloden's lands, where 
ſome are ſtill found. Inverneſs is the general market for the 
fiſh caught by the fiſhers of this place and neighbourhood. 


| The landing places on this part of the Frith (for there are 


no harbours) are but indifferent. Ihe water is ſhallow at 
and near the ſhore, and at low water the fea retires to a 
great diſtance, There are two or three places within this 
pariſh, where ſafe and commodious harbours for ſuall vellels | 
might be made at a ſmall expence. 


Price of Labour, Labour is 1 chiefly by ſervants 
hired for the half year, who receive ſtipulated wages, and 
their maintenance, either in the employer's family, or meal 
in place of it. About forty years ago, the half year's wages 


| to an ordinary farm - ſervant, including ſome imall perqui- 


fites, was no more than 13s. 4d. When meal was given in 
place of maintenance, it was at the rate of ſix bolls in the 
year, one-third of it oat-meal, and the other two- thirds bar- 
ley- meal, either meaſured with the wheat firlot, or weighed, 

at 


Fort George croſſes this pariſh, that road with two bridges 
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at the rate of nine ſtone Dutch to the boll; which comes to 
54 ſtone Dutch in the year. A day. labourer at that period 

had 4 d. a day with, or 7d. without maintenance. Of late 
the wages of both have been increaſing, that of a hired fer. 

vant now is 40 8. in the half year; and that of a day-labour. 
er is 6d, with, and gd. without maintenance. At heavy 
work, ſuch as the peat-moſs, harveſt, &c. day labourers get 
gd. with, and 18. without their victuals. The wages of fe. 
male ſervants, though it has increaſed of late, is ſtill more 
moderate than that of the men; at an average it is about 
158. or 168. in the half year, with maintenance, which they 

always receive in the family in which they ſerve. 
SGervants and labourers having families, live much more 
comfortably than would at firſt view be expected from the 


ſmallneſs of their wages. But, beſides their wages and meal, 


all of them have ſome perquiſites from the tenants, along 
with their houſes z as land to plant potatoes, or ſow a little 
barley, a ſmall garden for cabbages and greens, &c. With 
theſe and the induſtry of their wives, they contrive to ſup- 
port themſelves, and to bring ay a family. 


Reads and Bridgen The military road from Stirling to 


on it within this pariſh, was made, and is kept in repair by 
government. 'The military road from Fort George to Fort 
Auguſtus, paſles along the whole length of the pariſh ; there 
are four bridges on it. This road was made about twelve 
years ago by the ſtatute labour, but has lately been repaired, 
and in ſome places altered in the direction, and four bridges 
have been built upon it, at the public expence. Both thele 
roads are in excellent repair. The county road from In. 
verneſs to Nairn goes alſo through this pariſh ; it was made 


by 
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by the ſtatute labour, and had two or — bridges built on 
it at the expence of the county. 


Pꝛor.— The poor are not numerous in this pariſh, but it 
is much infeſted with beggars from other places; for there 
is no regulation in this part of the country to reſtrain 
common begging. The funds for the relief of the poor de- 
pend entirely on the weekly collections at the church, which 
do not amount to more than L. 5 or L. 6 in the year; fuel 
being ſcarce, poor people have not the ſame inducement to 
ſettle here, as where parochial . are large and fuel a- 
bounds. 


Cottages pulled down and built. — Within the laſt ten years, 
a number of cottages have been pulled down; not fewer 
than fifteen or ſixteen, and there are at leaſt as many empty 
at preſent in the pariſh, But, to compenſate in ſome mea- 
ſure for this diminution, there have been about ten new 
ones built. So that, within the period above mentioned, 
cottages have become twenty fewer in number than they 
| were before, IE 


1 Ale-houſes and their Efecte.—In this part of the country, 
"Wil the inferior kind of public houſes ought not to be called ale- 
5 houſes, as formerly, for ale is ſeldom fold in them. The 
5 only entertainment to be found in them now is whiſky, which 


is much more expenſive and pernicious than ale. The 


; number of theſe houſes has been doubled of late, For- 
ges merly there were not above five or fix, but now there are 
ef not fewer than a dozen | Hitherto there has been no reaſon 
In. to complain of their having any bad effects on the inorals of 


ade the people; but the more ſober and judicious entertain 
by great apprehenſions that idleneſs, quarrelling, and other bad 
Conſequences, 
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conſequences, will be produced by ſo many been ts to 
drinking ſpirits, 


Cpburch The Earl of Moray is patron of the pariſh of 
Petty. The church and manſe are near each other, and are 
| ſituated on an eminence facing the ſouth eaſt, near the head 
of a ſmall bay iſſumg out of the Frith. This ſituation is 
both healthy and agreeable, as it is dry, and commands an 
_ extenſive view of the country; but the church is fituated ra- 
ther inconyeniently for the pariſhioners, as, inſtead of being 
in or near the center, it is placed on a ſpot almoſt detached 
from the reſt of the pariſh. The church was built about 
three and twenty years ago, has received very little repara- 
tion ſince, and appears to be in a ſufficient ſtate, The 
manſe was built about forty years ago, and has been repaired 
different times. The ſtipend is 78 bolls of barley, 2 bolls of 
oat-meal, and thirty pounds Sterling of money, with about 
ten acres of glebe land, moſt of it a poor light ſoil, 'The 
preſent incumbent, Mr William Smith, was admitted in 
September 1775, was married in 1779, and has five child- 
ren; two of them ſons, and three daughters. His prede- 
ceſſors in office were Mr John Morriſon admitted in 1759, 
who died in November 1774; Mr Eneas Shaw admitted in 
1742, who was tranſlated to Forres in 1758; Mr Lewis 
Chapman admitted in 1738, who died in 1741; Mr John 
Duncanſon admitted in 1728, who died in 1737; Mr 
Daniel M*Kenzie admitted in 1719, who was tranſlated to 
Inverneſs in 1727. He was preceded by Mr Alexander Du- 
noon the laſt Epiſcopal miniſter of this pariſh, who was 
admitted in 1684, and continued till his death in 1718. 
All the inhabitants of this pariſh are of the eſtabliſhed 
e 
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$-hool, — The ſchool-houſe was built in a pretty ſubſtantial 
manner in 1784, at about half a mile from the church ; 

which ſituation, as being more centrical, is much more con- 
venient for the pariſhioners. A great number of ſcholars 
attend the ſchool, as even the pooreſt of the people arè be- 
coming ſenſible of the importance of giving ſome education 
to their children: 'The falary is twelve bolls of oat-meal, 
allocated on and paid by the tenants. The ſchool fees are 
low, being only 1s. in the quarter. The ſchoolmaſter is al- 
ways ſeſſion clerk, for which he has a ſalary of 138. 4d. 
and certain dues; as 6 d. for regiſtering each baptiſm, mar- 
riage, &c. All theſe emoluments put together will make 
about L. 20. eds. ca: 


| Antiquities —There are not many monuments of antiquity 
in this pariſh; The moſt ſtriking are two earthen mounts 
one of them cloſe by the church-yard, and the other about 
200 yards welt from it. They are evidently artificial, the 
outſide being ſod, or turf, incloſing ſand or light earth. 
They appear to have been exactly circular, contracted a lit- 
tle as they aſcend, and quite level on the top. The circum- 
ference at the bottom is 7 50 feet, at the top 120, and the 
height is 42. The tradition concerning them is, that they 
were places for adminiſtering juſtice; ſo their name imports, 
for they are called tom mbit, i; e. the court hill. 

There are in different parts of this pariſh circles of large 
flat ſtones, ſtanding on one end on the ground, ſupported | 
between two other large ſtones buried under ground, ſo that 
where there is a ſingle circle above, there is a double one 
under ground. They are ſaid to be Druidical temples. 
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NUMBER III. 
UNITED PARISHES os KINGUSSIE axp INCH, 
(County of Inverneſs.) 


By the Rev. Mr ]. An pii son- 


Name, Extent, and Situation. 
ROM the name of this pariſh, which, in its literal ac- 
ceptation, ſignifies + © the Head of the Fir-wood,” it 
ſeems evident that a large tract of the lands adjacent to the 
church had been formerly covered with fir trees; though at 
preſent there is not a fingle tree of this kind within ſome 
miles of it; and the country in general, owing to a ſcarcity 


of planted wood, has, to the * of a traveller, a bleak and 
naked appearance. 


The extent of the pariſh from eaſt to weſt, is nearly 17 
miles, and from north to ſouth upwards of 20; but of this 
only the low part and the glens along the rivers are well in- 
habited, the reſt being in general a range of hills appropri» 
ated to paſturage, where but a few hamlets are thinly ſcatter- 


ed, for the accommodation of thoſe who attend their cattle 


during the ſummer months. It is bounded by the parifh of 
Laggan to the weſt, the united pariſhes of Moy and Dala- 


roſſie to the north, Alvie to the eaſt, and Blair 1 in Athol to 
the ſouth. 


11 
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It is ſituated in Badenoch, a diſtrict in the hire of Inver- 
neſs; and is perhaps more elevated above the level of the 
ſea, and farther removed in every direction from the coaſt, 
than any other pariſh in Scotland. 


Climate and Diſeaſes. —As a conſequence of the elevation of 
the pariſh, the climate is naturally cold ; and though from 
this circumſtance it might be regarded as healthy, yet there 
are other cauſes, ariſing from the local ſituation, that render 
ſome diſeaſes exceedingly common; the low meadow grounds 
have ſo little declivity, that every flood in the Spey over- 
flows them, and the ſtagnation of the water not only renders 
the land ſwampy, but produces noxious vapours. Hence 
rheumatiſms, conſumptions, and other complaints of a ſimi- 
lar Kind, are very frequent. 


Pier and Lakes, The river Spey interſofts the pariſh, 
running fron welt to eaſt. Ir winds in a number of beauti- 
ful curves, through a rich fertile meadow, interſperſed with 
allar and willow trees; and the riſing grounds to the ſouth be- 
ing moſtly covered with natural birch and hazle, the rocks 
appearing ſhaggy and abrupt to the north and weſt, with the 
mountains in every direction, ſeen towering in diſtant proſ- 
pet ; the whole, viewed in the calm of a ſummer's evening, 
forms a ſcene truly romantic and pictureſque. The other 
rivers within the pariſh are the Truim and Calder, the Tro- 
mie, Gynag, and Peſhie, All theſe rivers abound with 
trout ; and ſome of them with pike, ſalmon, and charr, 
There is a large lake called Loch Inch, about a mile ſquare, 
and ſituated at the eaſtern extremity of the pariſh. It con- 
tains plenty of all the kinds of fiſhes mentioned above. Of 
late an attempt was made to drain it, which, had it ſucceed- 
ed, would have been a great advantage to the county; but, 

afier 
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after expending | ſeveral hundred pounds, little has been ef. 
fected, as the natural declivity of the ground | is not ſufficient 
for the purpoſe, | 


Soil.—In the lower ground, the upper firatum of the ſoil 
3s a mixture of fand and lime, left by the overflowings of 
the river; a light loam conſtitutes the ſecond ; and clay 
the third, The high land, in general, is a light loam with a 
Mixture of ſand, This, indeed, is not a diſtrict adapted for 
raiſing grain. Storms are frequent at all ſeaſons 3 froſts are 
uncommonly intenſe ; and as they continue late in ſpring, 
and begin early in autumn, with heavy falls of rain during 
the harveſt months, crops are always rendered uncertain. | 


Agriculture and Natural Hiftory.—Grazing ſeems to be the 
only kind of farming proper for this place; and for this the 
Hills in general are very ſuitable, particularly for ſheep paſ- 
turage, The hills which have nothing ſingular to attract at- 
tention, and are ſo numerous that they would form merely a 
tedious muſter-roll of names, anſwer likewiſe another purpoſe, 
They abound with game, and are much frequented by ſportſ- 
men. Grous and tarmagan are in great plenty. In ſome 
parts black. cock and wood cock are alſo to be found; ; 
though theſe are more rare. In the moſt remote and un- 


frequented places, there are a number of ſtags and roe · deer. 
Wild duck are uncommonly numerous; and in the lake al- 


ready Geſcribed, from 70 to 100 ſwans 5 during winter. 


The natural hiſtory of the pariſh contains nothing ſo fin- 
gular as to merit a particular deſcription. A mine was open- 
ed ſeveral years ago, where ſome ſpecimens of very rich 
Evers ore were dug p; but the work was ſoon diſconti- 
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nued; ad no attempt has been ance made to diſcover whe- 


ther it was worth working or not. 


Sheep farming has not as yet made any conſiderable pro- 
greſs in the pariſh, notwithſtanding the many ſucceſsful ex- 
amples in the neighbourhood to recommend it. The whole 
number perhaps does not exceed 70009. Black cattle is the 
primary object. On theſe the tenantry principally depend 
for payment of their rent. Their other ſales conſiſt of 
ſheep, wool, tons goats, and a oY hill horſes, 


The pariſh in general does not raiſe grain ſoſficient ta 


fupply itſelf. The kinds uſually cultivated, are bear, oats, 


and rye. I have already | ſtated my opinion on corn-farming 
in this climate; and yet, notwithſtanding the diſadvantages 
mentioned, were the exertions of the induſtrious tenant pro- 
perly directed, - were he inſtructed by thoſe whoſe circum- 
ſtances enable them to make uſeful experiments, — were he 
freed from vexatious ſervitudes, that are the bane of im- 
provement, and taught to look forward with hope to the 
period when he ſhould enjoy the fruit of his labour ſecured 
to him and his children, by a leaſe for a length of years; 
there is little doubt but the ſoil could be brought to main- 
tain double the number of .its preſent inhabitants. The re- 
verſe of this picture is unfortunately too true, — The lands in 
many places are only held from year to year, or on very 
ſhort leaſes. Graſſums (fines) are frequently exacted; addi. 
tional burdens are impoſed without regarding whether they 
correſpond with the progreſs of improvement; and perſonal 
fervices are ſo often demanded, that the tenant, in many in- 
ſtances, is more at the difpoſal of his landlord, than the 
feudal vaſſal was of his ſuperior in former times. The ri- 
$our of theſe exactions has of late been in ſome degree ale- 


viated; 


—ů — 0 — 
5 « _ > 


. hee or. 29 ie 


—— == —— * 
— —— : 


5 = 

88 

. 
” 


r 
1 


Inns 


38 Statiſtical Account 


viated; and it is to be hoped that, in an enlightened age, 
the practice will be diſcontinuad altogether, 


There is no village either in the pariſh, or in the whole 
diſtrict, This inconvenience is ſeverely felt. Not only the 


luxuries, but even many of the common neceſſaries of life, 


muſt be ſent for to the diſtance of more than forty miles, 
Tradeſmen have no fixed place of refidence where they can 
be reſorted to. There is no centre for the little traffic, or 
barter, requiſite to be carried on in an inland country. The 
wool that could have been manufactured in the place, muſt 


be ſent by a long land carriage to buyers invited from ano- 
ther kingdom. The flax that might have proved a ſource of 


wealth to both proprietor and tackſman, has been negleQed, 
becauſe ſkilful people are not collected in one cloſe neigh» 
bourhood, to carry it through the whole proceſs, N 


Population, &c.—The number of inhabitants aſcertained 
by a late ſarvey, amounts to 1803. Of, theſe there are 
males above ten years of age 645, females 693,—children of 
both ſexes under ten years of age 645,—total as above, It 


is to be regretted, that no data ſufficiently accurate to forin 


any proper eſtimate of the inhabitants in paſt times, are to 
be found. If an opinion may be hazarded, where facts only 
ought to be attended to, there is reaſon to think that the 


number of inhabitants within the laſt thirty years has de- 
_ creaſed ; but not greatly. Dr Webſtex's report makes this 


parifh contain 1900 ſouls. 


The baptiſuzs and marriages for eight years are as follow. 
No table of burials has been kept, 


Baptiſms. 
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Baptiſms. | Marriages. 
Males. Females. Total. : PIT 
1783. 16. . 1783. 4. 
„„ 1784. 13 
„ 1785. 23. 
% 1786. 4. 
1787. 21. 25. 46. 1787. 13. 
1788. 33. 19. 52, 1788. 9. 
1789. 20. 11. 31. 1789. 18. 
1790. 18. 206. . 1790. 9. 


39 at a Nat average, 312.1 2 on a yearly average, 93. 
The inhabitants conſiſt of ſix heritors, three of whom are 
reſident; ſeveral officers retired on half. pay, from the army 
and navy; and the remainder almoſt wholly of huſbandmen 
and cottagers; excepting ſmiths and weavers, there are few 
mechanics of any kind. This is owing partly to the cauſe 
already ſtated, there being no village in the place; and part- 
ly to the genius of the people, which is more inclined to 
martial enterprize, than to the painful induſtry and labori- 
ous exertion requiſite to carry on the arts of civil life. 
Till of late, it was even with reluctance that they would hire 
as day-labourers ; and ſtill the greater number of thoſe em- 
ployed in this way, are brought from other countries, 


Prices of Labour and of 8 ſhilling per as is 


reckoned but very ordinary wages. Many receive 15 d. and 
16d. arid ſome refuſe to work under 18d. The wages of 


women, however, is not in proportion; during harveſt, and 


when employed at peats, they receive 8 d. a day, ans * 


very other ſeaſon of me year only 6d. 


The price of proviſions is in ſome articles uncommonly 
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high, and in others ſufficiently moderate. Oat-meal, on an 
average of years, ſells at 208. the boll of 9 ſtone. Oats for 
ſeed, at 168. 18s. and ſometimes 20s. Bear and rye fre- 


quently 21s: Beef and mutton cannot be valued by the 
pound, as there is no market for butcher-meat ; but both i in 


general are dear. Ducks and hens are 6d.; chickens 2 d.; 


eggs 13 d. per dozen; cheeſe 5. the ſtone of 24 pounds 
when green ; butter 128. the ſtone when ſalted; milk 2d. a 


Scottiſh pint when warm; potatoes 6 d. per peck; and ſome- 


| times, when ſold for ſeed i in ſpring, I'S. 


b 
From the foregoing eircumitudces, the poverty of the in- 
habitants may be inferred as an unavoidable conſequence; 


An averſion to labour, combining with local diſadvantages, 


and feudal oppreſſion, cannot fail to render a peaſantry poor, 


diſpirited, and comfortleſs. To ſay the truth, the wretched 
appearance of numbers of them, is a ſufficient proof of the 


hardſhips they endure. A few individuals, perhaps, in the 
rank alluded to, may be found who are eaſy and affluent; 


but, whoever is at pains to examine minutely the condition of 


the bulk of the people,—to view the mean ill conſtructed 
hats in which they reſide, and to conſider the ſcanty and 
precarious crops on which they depend in a great meaſure 
for ſubſiſtence ; will be far from thinking that the picture ol 
thely miſery is drawn in exaggerated colours. 


ase Stout '6 people thus .obnoxious to poverty 
and all its train of concomitant evils, be found leſs ſcrupu- 
lous in ſome particulars, than others who enjoy a happier 
lot; perhaps the liberal mind would find ſome alleviation of 
their errors in the neceſſity of their ſituation. But even this 
excuſe is unneceſſary on the preſent occafion. Inftances of 


theft are very. uncommon ; more e Cugramt crimes in a great 


meafure 
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| meaſure unknown. Like moſt of the natives of the High- 
lands, they are brave, hoſpitable, and polite. Their vices 
may be ſaid to be grafted on their virtues. They are quar- 
relſome, addicted to drunkenneſs, and little to be * 
on for the n of their profeſſions. 


Language, —The Gaelic lan guage is moſt frequently ſpo- 
ken, though the Engliſh is tolerably well underſtood by 
many of them. They have preſerved but few traditions of 
their civil hiſtory ; ; and theſe are ſcarcely worth the trouble 
of recording. 
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Church. Their eceleſiaſtical hiſtory, till a conſiderable 
time after the Reformation, is little known. Though it is 
well aſcertained, that there was once a monaſtery in the 
pariſh, and a priory with very liberal endowments; yet there 
is ſo little known concerning them, that our antiquaries have 
barely mentioned them in the catalogue of religious houſes, 
without attempting any further illuſtration. There have 
been only five clergymen in ſucceſſion, ſince it was erected 
into a pariſh; the laſt incumbent officiated 57 years; the 
preſent miniſter has been ſettled 9 years; he has been ſix 
years married, and has no children. The ſtipend is L. 70, 
the value of the glebe about L. 12. There are neither manſe 
nor office houſes; ; the heritors allow the ſum of fifteen 
pounds yearly in place of them. The valued rent of the 
y pariſh is 3000 pounds Scots. There are no Papiſts nor Dif 
. ſenters of any kind in the pariſh, Moderation in religious 
1 opinions characterizes the one" in general. 
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School. There is only one parochial ſchool, with a falary 
of L.11:6:8 Sterling. The other emoluments of the 
maſter are L. 2 for being ſefſion-clerk, with n trifling allow- 
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ance for regiſtering baptiſms and marriages; and the uſual 
fees paid by the ſcholars. The number of theſe varies occa- 
ſionally from 20 to 50. This is owing to the children of the 
tenantry being ſent to attend the cattle in the hills, during 
the ſummer months, and their returning again to ſchool in 
the beginning of winter. They are naturally fond of learn- 
ing, ſhrewd, and of quick apprehenſion; but parents are of. 
ten unable to afford the expence of giving their children 
even the common education to be obtained in the country; 
and the greater number of them, on this account, are fo il- 
literate, that they can neither read nor write. 


Poor, —There are no funds for ſupporting the pariſh-poor, 
except the weekly collections at the church. Theſe in ge- 
neral amount to very little, and can afford but a very partial 
relief to upwards of fifty neceſſitous poor, whoſe names are 
on the roll. In caſes of this kind, common begging is un. 
avoidable. Where the law has made no particular proviſion, 
the indigent muſt depend on the 3 of the 8 at 
large. 


Antiquities, +Among theſe may be reckoned a green hill, 
on which are the remains of a ruined barrack, which was 
built about the year 1725, and burnt in the year 1746. 
This hill is thought to be an artificial mound of earth; and 
the conjecture is ſupported in part from a view of its ſhape 
and ſituation z but more particularly, from a circumſtance 
mentioned by ſome of the old inhabitants, that, when they. 
were ſinking a well within the barrack, croſs pieces of wood 
were found at regular diſtances, from the ſurface to the 
baſe z if really artificial, it muſt have been a work * im- 
menſe labour and expence. 


This 


of Kinguſſie and Inch. 4 


- 'This pariſh likewiſe contains ſome Druidical circles, and 
the appearance of a Roman encampment. This laſt is ſitu- 
ated on a moor, between the bridge of Spey and Pitmain ; 
and is faid by many who have examined it, to ſhew ſeveral 
of the lings of a camp perfectly diſtinct and entire. Appear- 


ances of this kind are often ſo little to be depended on, that 


every opinion concerning them ſhould be hazarded with un- 
common diffidence. Collateral circumſtances, however, in 
this caſe, may add a degree of probability to conjecture. In 
clearing ſome ground adjacent, an urn was found full of 
burnt aſhes, which was carefully preſerved, and is ſtill ex- 
tant. A Roman tripod was alſo found ſome years ago, con- 
cealed in a rock; and is depoſited in the ſame hands with 
the urn. Theſe are ſtrong preſumptive proofs, that the Ro- 
mans had carried their arms far beyond Agricola's wall; the 
Celtæ never burned their dead; nor was the tripod ever uſed 
in their libations, 


Miſcellaneous Remarks.—In concluding this ſuperficial de- 
ſcription, the writer has only farther to obſerve, that Ke has 
endeavoured to give a faithful ſtatement of particulars, as 
they appeared to him, without any bias or partiality, That 
the peaſantry in this, as well as in different other diſtricts of 
the Highlands, ſuffer uncommon hardſhips, and are leſs 
comfortable than their ſouthern neighbours, none who have 
attentively examined their condition, will venture to deny. 
But it is eafier to enumerate grievances, than to point out 
the means of redreſs. Were the proprietors to grant them 
their lands rent-free, it could not anſwer the purpoſe at pre- 
lent, Improvements in Agriculture are ſlow and progreſ- 
ſive; an influx of wealth, and a liberal patronage, may en- 
courage individuals to make uncommon exertions for a time; 
but till a partial change ſhall be effected in the diſpoſitions 

| of 
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of the people in general,—till their children ſhall be early 
accuſtomed to be laborious, active, and induſtrious, — and 
till they ſhall ſee the advantages reſulting from this practice 
confirmed by example; it is in vain to expect, that either 
their poverty, or the grievances arifing from their preſent 
condition, can be wholly removed. To produce this defire- 
able alteration, is an object meriting, in ſome meaſure, the 
attention of the nation at large. And may it not be hoped, 
in particular, that the Highland Society, a Body whoſe en- 
lightened views can diſcern, and whoſe opulent circum- 
| ſtances enable them, to encourage the moſt valuable im- 
provements for the country with which they are fo intimate: 
ly connected, will contribute in no common degree to this 
end? | 


vun. 


of Fordice. as 
NUMBER IV, 
PARISH OF FORDICE. 


(County of Banff) 


By the Rev. Mr JIAuERs LawTIE. 


Name, Situation, Extent, Soil, . Surface 


HE antient and modern name of this pariſh is F ordice, 


the bleak country. And, indeed, the upper part of the pariſh 
may ſtill be entitled to the epithet of beat; but much more 
ſo, before the woods were cut down, and the marſhes drain- 
ed. Fordice is ſituated in Banfflhire, in the preſpytery of 
. and ſynod of Aberdeen. 


This pariſh fince Orell, Deſk ford, and Cullen, were 
detached from it after the Reformation, is nearly triangular. 
From the mouth of the river or burn of Boyn, on the eaſt, 
| to the Knockhill, is five miles Scots. From the Knockhill 
to Logie the ſame number of miles on the weſt. From 
Logie to the mouth of the burn of Boyn, near Scots Miln 
and Old Houſe of Boyn, alongſt the fide of the ſea, five 
miles. On the eaſt it is bounded by the pariſh of Boyndie, 
on the ſouth by Ordiquhill and Grange, on the weſt by 
Deſkford, Rathven, and Cullen, on the north by the ſea, 
or Moray Frith. 


it is ſaid to be derived from the Gaelic, and to ſignify 
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The general appearance of the country is rather flat, with 
many inequalities and riſing grounds. There are two ſmall 
and contiguous hills, thoſe of Fordice and Durn, about x 

mile ſouth from the ſea, beſides the Knockhill at the ſouth- 
welt extremity, much higher than the two preceding, and 
which ſeparates this 'pariſh from part of Grange and Ordi. 
quhill. 7 


The coaſt or ſhore is high and rocky, with the exception | 
of a few bays, ſuch as thoſe of Portſoy and Sandend. 


Many ſorts of fiſhes are caught on the coaſt, ling, cod, tl 
tuſk, baddock ; beſides dog, whiting, mackarel, holybut, il * 
turbot, cat, and flounder of various kinds. Lobſters, R 

| erabs, (clams, limpits, and periwinkles. The principal il * 
market for the firſt four kinds was Leith and the South 8 
Frith; but now the fiſhers ſay they ſuffer ſuch exactions at b 
Leith, (a ſtrange policy upon an article of proviſions) that 
they ſeldom proceed to that market, and ſell betwixt this 
and the South Frith. There are corallines on the coaſts, . 
and from ſamples taken up on the fiſhers lines or hooks, it K 

; is believed a few corals and ſponges, There are large ſhoals h 
of herrings and conſiderable numbers of ſeals, purpoiſes, and 1 
ſometimes whales, and ſharks, ſeen on the coaſt. The lime- i 
ſtone on the coaſt is frequently perforated by a ſpecies of P 
ſmall muſcle, which live and grow in the ſtones. The fiſh t 
of this kind called pholades in Italy, have three or four ſhells, i 

ours, like common muſcles, only two. There might be 1 
large quantities of kelp made on the coaſt. However, the 
great quantity of both tangle, and belly-weed, which grows 


on the ſea rocks, when by ſtorms looſened and diſengaged 
from them, and caſt aſhore, are carefully gathered and uſed 
1 Des 
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235 manure. Sometimes Uwe | is ſhorn or cut for that 
purpoſe by the farmers. | 


An e boatmaſter at Sandend, ſays, that the 6000 
of the tides is from half tide to half tide, and that there are 
no extraordinary currents until they get above Cromarty; 
and the only dangerous rocks are the Skairs of Caufrey. 


The fiſhers direct their courſe by the hills of Durn and 


Knockhill. There is no light-houſe; but a beacon, it is 
ſaid, would be uſeful upon the above-mentioned Skairs. 
Eaſter and Weſter Heads of Portſoy, and Logie Head on 
the weſt towards Cullen, and a few miles from Scarnoſe, in 
the pariſh of Rathven, are the moſt remarkable head-lands. 
Redhyth betwixt Sandend and Portſoy, is a very uſeful and 


| fafe creck in ſome caſes, having a deep beech. A ſhip from 


Onega, about twenty two years ago, by being run into the 
bay of Sandend, ſaved both her cargo and hands. 


The hills are covered with graſs, or heath, moſily the 
latter. There has been a very deep moſs on the top of the 
Knockhill; but was never uſed, being inacceſſible almoſt by 
horſe carriages, and moſtly burnt out in the dry year 1723. 


| There is much marble (or rather jaſper) at Portſoy, quarried 
in the ordinary manner, and manufactured into chimney- 


pieces, funeral- monuments, tea-cups, ſun- dials, &c. Upon 
the firſt diſcovery, much of it was exported to France, and 
it is ſaid, there are two chimney pieces of it in the palace of 
Verſailles, and that it became faſhionable in France; but the 
family of Boyne overſtocking the market, it went out of 
faſhion, and a ſhip load of it lies neglected on the banks of 
the Seine, as a gentleman who ſaw and knew the ſtones 
informed me. This quarry runs ſouthward from Portſoy 
into the hill of Durn, and then acroſs the country to the 

| | | = weſt 
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weſt end of the hill of Fordice, and from that ſouth nearly 
to the Knockhill. The hill of Durn ſeems to be one maſs 
of marble, and a kind of quartz, a white filiceous ſtone em- 
ployed in the manufacture of ſtoneware, There are like- 
wiſe in the lower end of the pariſh, through the eſtates of 
Findlater, Birkenbog, Glafſaugh, and Durn, inexhauſtible 
quarries / of limeſtone z large quantities of lime and lime- 
ſtone are tranſported. There is a weighty clumſy ſort of 
| Nate in the rocks of Findlater. Hopes have been entertain- 
ed of finding a coal mine near Glaſſaugh or Sandend. A- 
longſt with the limeſtone there are mixtures and layers of a 
black ſubſtance, like flate of coal. Boring was tried at 
Glaſſaugh, both by the late General Abercrombie, and his 
father, but no diſcoyery of coal was made. The rocks on 

the ſea at the eaſt fide of the pariſh, near Craig of Boyn, 
have been faid to conſiſt entirely of iron ſtone. The ſoil in 
general i is deep and fertile, but rather wet than dry, which 
renders the harveſt late in a rainy harveſt. No part of the 
pariſh is ſubject to inundations, except the haughs and flat 
grounds, near the rivulets, where miſchief is ſometimes 
done, both to corns and houſes, In ſummer 1772, ſome 


| houfes and a bridge were ſwept away, both at Fordice and 
| en. The ſame happened in November 2 


Climate and Diftempers.—The air is rather dry hen moiſt, 
and in general healthy. The ravages of the ſmall-pox are 
very much abated by the practice of inoculation. The moſt 
' prevalent diſtemper is fever, and that for the moſt part not 
_ univerſal, but confined to particular diſtricts. It is ſome- 
times thought to ariſe from infection and communication 
with other parts of the country; at other times from local 
fituations, and circumſtances of the people's en and has 
bits of living i in particular diſtricts. 


P opulation, 


ft — 


P ordler. ap 


Population The population of this pariſh, ſo far as it has 
been traced, was as great formerly as at preſent. This may 
appear a little problematical, conſidering the great number ef 
people collected together and living in Portſoy; but former- 

| ly there were many moſſes, now exhaufted, and the ſides of 


WH theſe moſſes were crouded with cottagers, who laboured a 
; few acres of ground, had a little coarſe flax of their 'owh 
f 


growth, and kept a ſmall flock of ſheep,” which afferded 
; them clothes. Theſe people multiplied and afforded ſol.- 


ö diers, ſervants, and tradeſmen. The great check given td 
a this rank of people was firſt the moſſes being exhauſted, and 5 
t then ſome heritors limited by their leaſes the number of 
5 ſubtenants, in order to ſave their moſſes. The return of the 

n 


population of this pariſh to Dr Webſter was 3212. In the 
5 year 1782, the police of the county required an account of 


oo the number, young and old, in the pariſh, in order to aſcer- 
b tain the quantity of meal neceſſary to be imported. A tole- 
1 rably exact numeration was made, and then young and old, 
i amounted. to about 3425. The dee Bae chat * 
8 has rather increafed chan diminiſhe d.. 

d The 8 een Aegi of bega 


in 1683,—4,—5, is 104; in 1783,—4.—5, 85. It is be- 
lieved, however, that there are as many, or nearly as many 
births and bapti{ms in the pariſh now as formerly, and that 
the difference of theſe two averages ariſes in a great mea- 
lure from the inaccuracy of the baptiſm regitters, owing to 
the negligence of the people, in regiſtering their children's 
names. During laſt century, there was: only one miniſter, 
and the ſchoolmaſter was attentive to his own intereſt; in ob- 
liging the people to regiſter their children. There are now 
Graat:who biptize: at Portfoyy a miniſter of the eſtabliſh= 
mente Seceder,ua Nonjutor who" preathes every fort- 

Vox. III. 8 night, 
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night. —and a Roman Catholic prieſt, who frequently ſays 
maſs there. The regiſter of baptiſms commences in 1663, 
and from the beginning, the average of baptiſms continues 
much the ſame as the firſt mentioned average, to the end of 
the century, when the ſeven years famine which then hap- 
pened, reduces the number in 1699, to 70. From that 
time the number riſes gradually in the regiſter to 171), 
vhen a Nonjuror ſettling at Portſoy, and afterwards near it, 
the people became negligent in regiſtering, and have gener. 
ally continued ſo, to the great loſs of many, in proving their 
kindred with relations who had mee hs rey n 
or ſettled abroad. 1 | 


There has 18 very 1 106 a ar of burials ; and 
the average for 1784,—-5,—6, is 47. But, as there is a bu. 
rial place at Portſoy, this average is not very accurate. 


There is no regiſter of marriages before 1722. By the a- 
verage for 1729,—30,---21, about 22 men ſettled in this pariſh 
married wives either within or without the pariſh, and eight 
women married from this pariſh into other pariſhes, In 
1784,—5,—6, 24 men ſettled in this pariſh, married women 
af this or other pariſhes, and three women were married 
from this into other pariſhes, Without attending to this cir- 
cumſtance, marriages might be ſtated twice; becauſe, when 
the man and woman belong to different pariſhes, the publication 
of the banns and into af the deere take: place in both, 


5 are fn fiſhing boats, ix o men to a boat, 1 a ah 
yawls beſides, for the boys. This rank is ſtill, diminiſhing by 
preſſing far the Navy ſervice, and young people going to the 
merchant ſervice z likewiſe by _ accidents of ſhipwreck. — 


There is one Rudent at the Univerſity,—A few belonging to 


7 


this 


is 


this pariſh were born in En gland. Great numbers are born 
to the weſt of Spey. A great part of the ſervants male and 
female come from other pariſhes, in queſt of more liberty, 
and better wages; particularly from the more northerly parts 


of the iſland. No nobility have reſided in this pariſh ſince 


the end of laſt century, when the family of Findlater ſold 
Durn. Reſident families are Birkenbog, Glaſſaugh, and 
Durn; only Sir George Abercrombie of Birkenbog, has pul- 
led down the old family ſeat, and has not yet rebuilt it. 
There are fix heritors.— There is a miniſter of the eſtabliſh- 
ed church at Fordice, and a preacher at Portſoy, preſented 


by the preſent Lord Findlater's grandfather with L. 20 year- 
ly ; likewiſe a Relief one, occaſionally a Nonjuror Epiſcopa- 


lian miniſter, and a Popiſh prieſt — There is one notary, and 


one meſſenger . One ſurgeon at Portſoy, and one apothe- 
cary,—The great body of the people are Preſbyterians of the 
eſtabliſhed church. — There are a few Seceders. -A conſider. 


able number of Epiſcopalians. A few b 


The population af the pariſh: is not very materially diff 
rent from what it was 25 years ago. The decreaſe of ſub. 


tenants by throwing many ſmall tacks into one, is balanced 


by tenanting the graſs- rooms, and the increaſe of people at 
Portſoy. The tenants alongſt the coaſt paid large victual 


rents; and therefore, found it convenient to have graſs farms 


in the upper part of the pariſh, for ſubſiſting their cattle in 
ſummer,” In theſe farms the folding grounds were only 
lown. The introduction of graſs-ſeeds, and partial conver- 


ſion of victual rent, have rendered this policy Oy, ; 
and it is diſcontinued. x 


None WD died for want ſince.the 1700.—None have left 
the parith for want of employment, except a few day-labourers, 
q | who 
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who removed to the contiguous pariſh of Cullen, for more 
conſtant employment in Lord Findlater's works; and a con- 
fiderable number of lint- dreſſers diſperſed into different 


parts upon the failure of the thread manufactory at Ry 
a few years ago. 


Cultivation and Produce, &.—Horſe ploughing has in 
ſome farms ſuperſeded the uſe of oxen ; ſheep have greatly 
decreaſed by winter herding, and the wearing out of the 
commons by tillage and much feal. A great deal of oats 
and barley, and alſo a confiderable quantity of wheat, are 
raiſed in this pariſh, eſpecially ſince the erecti n of flour- 
mills. Almoſt every farmer has fields of turnip and pota- 
toes; the laſt are ſometimes ſold for exportation. The cul- 
ture of field cabbage and coleworts is likewife coming into 
practice. The pariſh does ſurely more than ſupply itſelf 
with proviſions, though there is, no doubt, a confiderable 
importation of meal and fleſh at I ortfoy, from other pa- 
riſhes; yet that muſt be more than balanced by exportation. 
Almoſt all the farmers raiſe flax tor their own uſe, and tome of 
them for ſale; while others let their lands for a crop to the 
flax-raifers at Port ſoy. The ſowing of graſs-ſeeds has be- 
come very general. The rage of ploughing and raiſing corn 
had long ago deſtroyed the natural beſt paſtures of the pa- 
Fiſh, except a few on the ſides of burns and riſing grounds, 
which could not be ſafely touched by the plough. There 
are, however, iii} remaining in ſome parts of the pariſh, 
what they call outfields, which may be called paſture, as 
they do not undergo the culture of the plough, except for 
two or three crops in a dozen or twenty years. The vle 
of lime has much diminiſhed the quantity of out: field. 
Wheat is generally ſown in the end of harveſt, peaſe, 
beans, 'oats, and barley, are ſown from the beginning of 
March 
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March to the end of May, according to ſeaſons ard” ſitua- 
tions. Harveſt begins in Auguſt, and in early years ter mi- 
nates in September or beginning of October. Common * 
waſte ground is every year diminiſhing, being converted into 
tillage by the contiguous tenants, or planted by the heritors. 
There is one natural wood of alder, and ſeveral plantations of 
fir, ath, elm, and other trees; but fewer than might be ex- 
pected from the refidence and opulence of the heritors. The 
land- rent of the pariſh may amount to nearly L. 4000 year- 
ly. The valuation of this pariſh is between the 8th-and gth 
part of that of the whole county. The rent of fiſhing boats 
about L.4 yearly each; but from this is to be deduced: the 
price of a boat furniſhed once in ſeven years by the heritors. 
About 208. is the rent of the beſt lands. From 10s, to 125, 
for thoſe of inferior value. The ſmall allotments to the inhabit- 
ants of villages go higher, perhaps above' 40s. the - acre; 
The number of farms is diminiſhing every year. From 80 
to 100 acres is the largeſt, However, a confiderable number 
of ſmall farms ſtill remain, for furniſhing tradeſmen and ſer- 


f vants to the country. Farms are beginning to be encloſed. 
© There is a white peat (under the name of greaſy clods) 
- which may be called a bitumen, and ſome years ago was uni- 
N verſally uted for giving light to ſpinners in wihter; and 13 
i= ſtill ufed by the pooreſt people for that purpoſe. 


Language. No language is fpoken in this pariſh, except 
the Scottiſh or Anglo-Saxon. All the old farms ſeem to 
have their names from the Gaelic or Erſe, Glaſſaugh, Gray 
or Green-Haugh. Kihilteck, Burial-Hillock. Aird of Port- 
ſoy, Height of Portſoy. Durn, Round, from its contiguous 
round hill. Auchmore, Large Field. Hindroughr, Bridge- 
end, &c. The old Mains of Findlater, which was very ex- 
tenſive, is now divided into” many farms, which' have all 
N Engliſh 
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Engliſh names. Some farms in the upper part of the pariſh 
which were laid waſte, in the bad years, or famine, at the end 


of the laſt century, have had new and fanciful names given 
them, ſuch as York, Windſor, &c. 


Stipend, The ſtipend (in which are 215 bolls meal, 
reckoned at 10s. per boll) amounts to L. 71: 10. The glebe, 


according to the value of contiguous lands, L. 7: 10. Grafs 
money L.2. In whole L. 81. The glebe having been per. 
fectly incloſed by the preſent incumbent, it may be worth 
ſomething more to his ſucceſſor. There is likewiſe L. 5 of 


communion- element money; but that has not been uitiforms 


ly paid. The Earl of Findlater is Patron. 


Pur.— The number of poor Ni alms is 97. There 
are three different managements for the poor at Fordice, 


Portſoy, and Sandend. The produce of the collections may 
be about L. 31 annually, Beſides this, there is the inte- 
reſt of L. 130 of ſettled money, which has chiefly riſen 


from ſaving on the collections, with a few ſmall benefactions 
from particular perſons. 'There is the rent of a loft in the 
church at Fordice, and of two mort-clothes. There are 
likewiſe penalties on delinquents z and three of our heritors 
dying within the laſt ten years, about L. 30 accrued to the 
poor, either by their own bequeathments, or that of their 


families. Some of the heritors likewiſe, give every year a 
quantity of meal to the poor of their reſpective eſtates. 


Price of Proviſions and Labour. When the incumbent ſet- 
tled here, 43 years ago, beef, mutton, pork, and lamb, ſold 
from 13d. to 2d. per pound. Chickens at 2 d. the pair; 
hens from 5d. to 6d. the pair. Butter from 5 s. to 68. tht 
Tate Amſterdam weights cheeſe at 28. 6d. per ſtone. 4 

preſent 


preſent beef ſells from 21 d. to 4d. the pound Acifivitng | 

weight; mutton from 2d. to 4d. according to the ſeaſon 3 

veal and lamb from 31 d. to 6 d.; pork from 23d. to 33 d.; 
pigs from 28. 6 d. to 6s. Ducks 18. 6 d. the pair; hens 
18. 4d. to 18. 6d, the pair; chickens ſell at 2 d. the piece; 
pigeons at 2 d. the pair; turk ies at 28. 6d. and 3s. each; 
geeſe 28. 6 d. each. Wheat at an average may be 178. 6d. 
the boll; ſomething better than Linlithgow meaſure. The 
heritors convert barley rent at 14s, Oats may be reckoned 
from 8 s. to 125. the boll ; peaſe and beans equal to one boll 
bat meal. Farmers men- ſervants get from L. 2: 10 to 
L. 6:6 annually, Maid- ſervants from L. 2 to L. 2: 10 an- 
nually. Day-labourers from 8d. to 18. per day, without 
meat, with meat 6d. a day. Mofling and harveſt-work is the 
| deareſt, and perhaps a little more than the above; for a 
good harveſt-man ſometimes gets 1s. and victuals, per day. 
Thirty or forty years ago, men-ſervants got from L. 1: 13: 6 
to L. 4 yearly; women-ſervants from 16s, to 20s. ; day- 
labourers from | 5d. to 6d. without meat, with meat, about 
4d. Mafter-mafons now receive about 28. per day; maſter» 
carpenters 18. 4d. or Is. 6 d.; journeymen-maſons from 
re WF 15. 4 d. to 15, 6 d.; journeymen-wrights from 10d. to rs. ; 
rs Wh taylors get 6 d. and victuals ; houſe ſervant-maids from L.2 
to L. 3: 3 yearly; ; men from L. 6 to L. 19 yearly. With 
the induſtry of his wife, a day-labourer may bring up his family. 
As ſoon as they are able to work, the children are ſet to ſpin- 
ning, or hired out to herd. When old, if their children be 
not both dutiful and ſucceſsful, they need help from the 
poor's-funds, Their food is meal of oats, barley, peaſe, 
and beans, with potatoes, milk, greens, and ſome fiſh, which 
ſome years ago, when cheap, was a great help to 5 lir- 
ing; but of late are riſing above their purchaſe. : They ſel- 
. can” afford any fleſh meat now, except at — 4 3 ; 


buy 


but formerly could afford a little through the winter. They 


more to them, than a N concern for old age permits. 


| landers. Hard by it, on the fide of the hill of Fordice, 


| vith carth or turk. Von breaking! in at the top, there wer 
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are generally affectionate to their children, and part with 


© Antiquities, —There is a triple folle and per on n the 
ades and top of the hill of Durn, which ſeem to have quite 
ſurrounded it. The higheſt, which includes the large plain 
on the top of the hill, ſeems to have been ſtrong with a ſtone 
rampart or wall, eſpecially at the entry or moſt acceſſible 
part, where it joins the hill of Fordice. It commands an 
extenſive view of the adjacent country; and probably wa 
uſed as a retreat for the people, their. families, and cattle, on 
invaſions of the. Dancs from the ſea, ar of the wild High- 


there is a farm called Badbuntoul, According to Mr Pennant, 
in his Hebrides, Badbun ignifies a place of refuge, and ſome 
fay T, oul ſignifies a burn, others a hollow; in either way it ſeems 
to Juſtify the ſuppoſition, wit h. reſpect to the intrenchments on 
the hill of Durn, Of predatory invaſions from the High- 
landers, there ſti il remain ſome traditions in the pariſh, 
There | is a tribe of Gregors amongſt the country people, faid 
to be the deſcendants of boys taken in a purſuit of the 
thieves. Kirktown and the Caſtle of Deſkford i in the old 
bounds of this pariſh, are luppoled to haye been a Roma 
ſtation, F lint arrow-heads of our anceſtors, called by the 
country people 2 if arrow heads, have been found in this Pas 
riſh, There are the remains of ſome Druidical temples, 
likewiſe burrows or tumuli. Three of the laſt have been 
opened within theſe few years, One very large between 
Glaffaugh and the ſea, immediately above the bay of Sand 
end, It conſiſted of a large circular accumulation of ſtones, 
fourteen feet high, and ſixty feet broad, and then coverel 


found 


, -- 


found a ſtone coffin of flag or flat ſtones, and in it the 
bones of a chieftain lying in their natural order; and a 
deer's horn, a ſymbol of the chief's being a hunter. The 
ſtones, of which ſort there were few in the neigh- 
bourhood, by the ſhells of the pholades, or muſcles in- 
cluded in many of them, ſeem principally to have been 
brought from the ſea. The quantity, diſtance, and dif- 
ficulty of acceſs, ſeem to have required an army, or 
large diſtrict of country to tranſport them. This burrow is 
now the ſite of a wind-mill. There had been another com- 
paratively very ſmall burrow, at about a hundred paces diſ- 
tance from the largeſt. It had been conſtructed by caſting 
up a trench round it, which ſtill remains; but the earth of 
the tumulus has been long ago carried off. Another bur- 

row was likewiſe broken up at Kilhillock in Findlater ſome 
years ago, It was entirely a cairn of ſtones; and in remov- 
ing them for the purpoſe of incloſing, an urn was found, and 
likewiſe a ſtone coffin covering a ſkeleton. The tenaiit was 
greatly ſurpriſed, and, that he might not ſuffer for violating 
burial ground, he carefully interred the bones, and the pieces 
of the urn, at a marked place in the incloſure. Another tu- 
mulus was likewiſe broken up in the contiguous farm of 
Brankamentum, through the curioſity of Mr Duncan of 
Broom, where there was found an urn containing aſhes ; it 
was very hard, and the clay well baked. In the 10th. cen- 
tury, the Danes landed at the mouth of the burn of Cullen; 
King Indulfus came up, beat them, and obliged them to re- 
embark ; but was flain at the end of the engagement, in a 
corner of a wood, where he fell in with an unbroken party 


of the Danes. It is a matter of uncertainty whether the 


battle was fought in this pariſh, or in that of Rathven on the 
welt of Cullen, where remains the King's Cairn, in the 
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midſt of Lord Findlater's plantations, a little to the weſ 
of Cullen-Houſe, at which place, * to ſome, In. 
dulfus fell. 


Eminent M en. — It is probable that Archbiſhop Sharp Was 

a native of this pariſh. His father was proprietor of Ordin. 

| hoves, the family eſtate in this pariſh, and afterwards re 
moved to Banff, where, as is generally ſuppoſed from that 
circumſtance merely, the Archbiſhop was born, The father 
managed the bufineſs of the family of Findlater, and the in- 
cumbent has heard the late Earl of Findlater's father ay, 
that the beſt written papers in their charter cheſt, were done 
by him. The late General Abercrombie of Glaſſaugh, wa 
a native of this pariſh, and educated in it, Mr Georg: 
Smith another native of this place, after ſerving as clerk in 
Holland, Paris, and Aleppo, found his way over land to 
the Eaſt Indies, was not heard of by his friends for ſeve- 
ral years, and died February laſt, on his way to Britain, 
He had become maſter of a very conſiderable fortune; 
and, if any of his five ſiſters, or their progeny, fail to claim 
in five years, their ſhares come under the adminiſtration 
of the magiſtrates of Banff.—L. 1000 to be employed for 
an hoſpital or infirmary at Banff or Fordice,—L, 25 year- 
ly in augmentation of the minifter of Fordice's ſtipend, 
I. 40 yearly, to endow a ſchoolmaſter at Fordice, to 
teach the French and Dutch languages, with arithmetic, 
mathematics, and book-keeping,—and L. 25 yearly, to each 
of his burſars at this ſchool, Walter Ogilvie of Red. 
hyth, a native of this pariſh, laſt century, endowed twelve 
burſars at the ſchool of Fordice, and eight at King's Col- 
lege Aberdeen. The preſentation was in the gift of Ogilvie 
of Born, but ſold by the late Inchmartin to the family af 
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Findlater. Trial is appointed to be made of the proficiency 
of the burſars, the 4th year of their attendance, and, if they 
be found not qualified for a literary education, or not inclin- 


ed to follow it, they get the 5th year to prepare them ſo far 


for ſome trade, | 


General Character of the People, c. There is nothing in the 
heighth of the people which may diſtinguiſh them from their 
neighbours in the country, Their ſize cannot be called 
dwarfiſn, but lower, probably, than it would otherwiſe be, 
owing to the boys being early put to hard work, and the 
girls confined to ſpinning. Very few of the people reach the 
height of ſix feet. Here it may not be improper to obſerve, 
that Sir John Gordon of Park, about a century ago, intro- 
duced a breed of tall men into his eſtate in Ordiquhill pa- 
riſh, collected from different parts of Scotland; but that 
their deſcendants of the third generation have generally 
come down to the ſize of the country. More lately, when 
the King of Pruſſia was collecting his tall men, the incum- 
bent has not heard that he obtained any from this corner; 


but he got ſome from the contiguous pariſh of Rathven. 


The people are in general diſpoſed to induſtry. Since the 
failure of thread- bleaching at Portſoy, there is no manufacture 
of conſeqence carried on within the pariſn. But moſt of the 
inhabitants raiſe as much flax, and weave as much linen 
cloth, as ſerve their families. Perhaps not 1000 yards of 
the cloth manufactured in it, are ſold out of the pariſh at 
preſent, The manufacture of linen ſeems to have exiſted in 
this pariſh 3oo years ago, for amongſt other privileges 
granted to the weekly market at Fordice, by charter from 
the Crown, that of ſelling Linteum latum et arctum, is given 
in 490. The people are rather inclined to the ſea than the 

| land 
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land ſurviee; However, many do not enter voluntarily, but by 
draughts made from the fiſhing boats, and prefling from the 
| merchant ſervice, The people are in general economical 
and frugal z but luxury in dreſs and living are creeping in, 
Only one eſtate in this pariſh has been ſold for many years, 
that of Durn, which fetched, it is believed, about 30 
years purchaſe ; but much more had been offered for it a 
few years before. A part of Sir William Gordon of Park' 
unentailed eſtate in this pariſh, ſold not long after 1746, for 
40 years purchaſe. The better fort of people are much dif: 
pofed to give charitable aſſiſtance to the ſhipwrecked ; but 
perhaps the old feudal ſavage cuſtom of diſtreſſing the ſhip- 
wrecked, and embezzling their property, would appear, it 
not reſtrained by law, and by the humanity of the better 
ſort. The people enjoy the comforts and advantages of ſo- 
ciety in a tolerable degree, and ſeem contented. Their ſtate 
might be {till bettered by long leaſes, commutation of 
victual rent, abolition of ſervices, &c. and all theſe things 
are coming in apace. 'There is one woman in priſon for 
theft. 


ScßoeJ.— The number of ſcholars at the parochial ſchool, 
is, at an average, between 50 and 66. The maſter's e- 
moluments from the kirk-ſeffion, keeping the regiſters, {a 
lary from the pariſh, and thirteen burſars, amount to L. 20. 
Beſides this, he has ſchoel-fees from his other ſcholars, 
from 15s, to 28. 6d. quzrterly, according to what they are 
taught. Something likewiſe is made by teaching book 
keeping, 


| There is a ſchool by ſubſcription at Portſoy, the fixed is 
lary of the ſchoolmaſter is L. 15; and, as he is allowed to 


take in ſome more ſcholars than thoſe ſubſcribed for, about 
L 
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L. 5 more is made of it. The number of ſcholars amounts 
to 30. 


There is likewiſe a charity ſchoolmaſter at Portſoy, for 
teaching the poor. His fixed ſalary from the Society 
for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge is L. 8,—from the 
Countets Dowager of Findlater L. 5,—and the value of L. 2 
in land from Lord Findlater as a cow's graſs, —L. 2 as clerk 
and treaſurer for the poor's funds at Portſoy, in all L. 17. 
And about ſeven pound more may be made by teaching 
thoſe who are able to pay for reading, writing, arithmetic, 
book- keeping, and navigation. | 


There is another ſchool for boys at Portſoy, where from 
20 to 30 are taught ; and through the reſt of the pariſh there 
are four ſchools for girls, where reading, ſowing, and knit- 
ting of ſtockings are taught. 


_ Miſcellaneous Obſervations, —The remarkable meteor which 
travelled over ſo great a ſpace a few years ago, was ſeen here, 
as allo in the neighbourhood, about the ſame hour.— 
Likewiſe the remarkable noiſe like cannon ſhot, heard all 


over the north country in ſummer 1745, was heard in this 


pariſh, 


The fuel generally uſed in the pariſh is peat or turf; a 
good cart load of the firſt coſts 1s. 3d. of turf 8d. Conſi- 
derable quantities of Engliſh and Scots coal are imported at 


Portſoy, and even bought by the tenants in the lower parts 


of the pariſh, at a diſtance from the moſſes. Some of the 
poorer villagers pull heath and cut furze. 


There is one coach and two four wheeled chaiſes belong- 
1 ing 
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ing to private perſons. There is a fiſhing village at Sand. 
end. A fiſhing and trading one at Portſoy, both on the ſea 
ſide. The Kirktown of Fordice, half a mile above Sandend, 


which was erected into a borough of barony, by Elphingſton 


Biſhop of Aberdeen, in 1499, afterwards by another Biſhop 
of Aberdeen feued out to Ogilvie of Durn, is now the pro. 
perty of Lord Findlater. There is a ſmall village at New. 
mills of Boyne, about two mills from the fea, 


The brid ges are few, and not all in repair; they are moſt 
ly conſtructed and kept up by county aſſeſſments. The great 


road between Cullen and Banff is in excellent order, but the 


other roads are greatly neglected ſince General Abercrom- 
bie's death. The ſtatute labour is generally exacted; but by 


the lateneſs of the harveſt, the exaction of the three laſt days 


being ſometimes hindered, theſe days are frequently commu- 


ted for a day extraordinary in ſummer. 


In the years 1782, —83, the pariſh fell ſhort of its ordi- 


nary produce of corn and poratoes, and, without importation, 
could ſcarcely have ſupplied itſelf with ſeed and proviſions, 
The heritors ſold their farms in the country, and en- 
couraged importation ; Government gave ſupplies, and the 


kirk-ſeflion encroached upon their funds. The incumbent 
had the curioſity to read over the ſeſſion's records, for the 
laſt ten years of the laſt century, in which period hap- 
pened the great famine of ſeven years, called the I Years, 
An antient elder of this pariſh ſaid, that if the fame pre- 
cautions had been taken at that time, which he had 
ſeen taken more lately in times of ſcarcity, the famine 
would not have done ſo much hurt, nor would ſo 
many have periſhed, From the records, it did not ap- 
pear, that any public meaſures were purſued for the ſupply 
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of the poor, nor any thing uncommon done by the ſeſſion, 
except towards the end. The common diſtribution of the 
collections of the church, amounted only to about 18. 2d. 
or 18. 4 d. weekly. The thing moſt remarkable was, that 
for ſeveral years before the famine, adultery and fornication 
had been extremely frequent, to which the famine put 
an entire and ſpeedy ſtop.— Neither do theſe crimes ſeem to 
have abounded ſo much in the pariſh, ſince that time. Soon 
after the Reformation, Popery in its outward form ſeems to 
have left the pariſh entirely, but the ſuperſtition as to wells, 
ſpells, charms, remained much longer ; and above all, a diſ- 
regard to the decent religious obſervation of Sunday. The 
eaſt and weſt fide of the pariſh continued their competition 
at the foot-ball after divine worſhip, and a public market 
was held in the church-yard. Biſhop Elphingſton, when he 
got his village of Fordice erected into a borough of barony 
in 1499, and obtained the privilege of a weekly market day, 

thought it decent to leave out Sabbathi, and perhaps thought 
of aboliſking the practice, which probably exiſted before his 
time, But in the renewal of the charter in 1592, to Menzies 
of Durn, whoſe predecefior had feued it from the Biſhop of 
Aberdeen, die Sabbathi is expreſsly inſerted. This practice 
was only got gradually ſuppreſſed in the beginning of this 
century or end of the laſt, Some people, whom the incum- 
bent has ſeen, remembered the ſale of oxen- yokes, ſnuff, &c. 
upon the Sunday. The laſt parcel of ſnuff brought into the 
church-yard for ſale on Sunday, was toſſed out of the bag 
by Mr Gellie the miniſter, who paid the value. The annual 
market called Hallow-fair, by Mr Menzies's charter, was to 
be held ad Feſtum Omnium Sanctorum ad All-Hallomes per 
ſpatium octo dierum, By Biſhop Elphingſton's charter, in 
Feſlo Sancti Talleritani et per oftavas ejuſdem of which 
faint, none of the Popiſh clergy of this country, with 
| | whom 


church, and had a feſtival dedicated to him. He ſeems to 


much that the miniſter was obliged to compound the matter, 


This practice, however, ceaſed before the incumbent's time, 
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corn in harveſt, and built the ricks. This ſeemingly uſeful 
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whom the incumbent has converſed, can give him any at. 
count; though it is plain he was once a faint of their 


have been the patron faint of the pariſh, and a well is till 
called bv his name, 


There are in this pariſh thirteen ale-houſes'and three inns, 
The number of ale houſes is greatly diminiſhed, whereby the 
morals of the people with reſpect to ſobriety and decency 
are greatly mended. The ale- houſes in this village, now re. 
duced to one, were very numerous, and the Sunday's drink. 
ing very great, originzting from the Sunday's market; in fo 


to allow a certain time after public worſhip, and then to cauſe 
ring what was called the Drunken Bell; after which he viſit. 
ed the ale-houſes, and diſmiſſed any who remained in them, 


or that of his predeceſſor, though both have been obliged 
to make a ſtep through the village, after dinner, and break 
up drinking companies, 


More cottages have fallen in the laſt ten years than have 
been rebuilt ; but on the whole, the number fallen in and 
not rebuilt, is abundantly compenſated by new feus taken, 
and new houſes built at Portſoy. 


The employing cottagers in agriculture is much diſconti 
nued in this pariſh. The farmers think themſelves better 
ſerved by hired ſervants who lodge with them, and have no 
interruption by the neighbourhood of their families. Forty 
years ago, moſt large farms had their cottar-man, i. e. ? 
cottager living near them, who held the plough, bound the 
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member of a farm is diſcontinued, becauſe ploughing is bet- 
ter and more generally underſtood than formerly, and the 
difficulty is not great, of finding a good ploughman to hire 
at any term; however, ſome of the farmers wiſh for cotta- 
gers on their farms, whom they can employ incidentally, or, 
what would be ſtill more uſeful, to have villages ſcattered 
up and down the country, where day-labourers could be 
hired, 
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NUMBER v. 
PARISH OF MONYMUSK. 
(County of Aberdeen.) 


By the Rev. Mr Al RXAN DER Dor. 


Name. 


11 appears to be a compound of two Gaelic 
words, monaugh high or hilly, and moufick, which 
ſignifies low and marſhy ground; the nature and ſituation of [ 
the country renders this conjecture more than probable, as c 
the pariſh conſiſts, partly of farms lying along the ſides of { 
Hills, which bound it on the weſt and north, and of low 
lands or haughs, which occupy a large ſpace on both ſides of 
the river Don. 
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Situation and Extent.— This pariſh, which lies in the coun- 

ty and ſynod of Aberdeen, and in the preſbytery of Ga- | 
rioch, is ſeven miles long, and from four to five broad, its c 
figure is very irregular. It is bounded on the eaſt and ſouth j 
by the pariſhes of Kemnay and Cluny, on the weſt by the pa- c 
riſh of Tough, and on the north weſt and north by the pa- \ 
riſhes of Keig, Oyne. and Chapel-Garioch. It is eighteen [ 
miles diſtant from Aberdeen, the neareſt ſea- port; the com- | 
munication to which is eaſy, by two roads, both of which 0 
are well made and kept in good repair. t 
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$21], The ſoil is in general good, and is diſtinguiſhed into 
infield and outfield, the proportion! of which is as two of the 
latter to one of the former; excepting in the farms which 
lie on the banks of the river, which almoſt all conſiſt of 
infield and well cultivated lands, The mould is generally of 
| a blackiſh colour, rather light, having little or no mixture 
of clay in it. The haugh grounds have a ſmall mixture -of 
ſand, which gives them a lighter colour than the foil more 
diſtant from the river, There is a large quantity of rich 
clay in moſt of the lands that go by the name of outfield 
ground, and ſuch of them as have been limed, and properly 


cultivated, become as rich as the belt infield ground in the 
parith. 


| Air, —There is nothing very particular in the air of this 
pariſh, to diſtinguiſh it in that reſpe& from the circumjacent 
country, A tranſient” obſerver might perhaps pronounce the 
ſituation rather unfavourable to health. A large proportion of 
the lands lying low, and on the banks of the river, are of 
courſe viſited with frequent fogs; and the extenſive plantations 
| which cover a conſiderable part of the grounds, and nearly 
ſurround the whole pariſh, might be ſuppoſed to prevent the 
free current of the winds, and detain the ſtagnated air ſo 
long as to affect the health of the people; but theſe ſeeming 
diſadvantages are more than counterbalanced, by the country 
being open on the eaſt and ſouth weſt, which affords a free 
circulation of air; and the frequent welt, and north-weſt 
winds following the courſe of the river, which, in the upper 
part of the pariſh, runs along a deep glen bounded by high 
hills, ſweep away whatever noxious vapours might have 
been collecting for a few days in the flat parts of the coun- 
try. The air in fact is eſteemed good, and many perſons in 
conſumptive diſorders take their reſidence here, for the be- 
nefit 
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nefit of it. A great extent of the high and croſs roads 


through the pariſh, is ſkirted on both ſides with belts of 
planting, which render them pleaſant in ſummer, and warm 
in winter, | 


Diftempers,—lt cannot be ſaid that this part of the coun- 
try is liable to diſtempers peculiar to itſelf. The rheuma- 
tiſm is the moſt frequent. The people are in general healthy 
and laborious. 


Minerals, —There are ſeveral mineral ſprings in the pa- 
Tiſh, none of them at preſent of note, Many years ago an 
jron mine was diſcovered in a hill, about a mile diſtant from 


the church to the north weſt; the iron ſtone has been tried 


and found to be ſo rich, as to yield thirteen twentieths of 
iron, and ſo near the ſurface of the ground, that it can be 
taken out at a comparatively {mall expence. The road to it 
is at preſent paſſable, and with little trouble can be made 
eaſy, as the carts from the neighbouring farms draw the 
fuel from the dyke which incloſes the hill, at a hundred 
yards diſtance from the opening which has akeady been 
made into the mine, The reaſon of its not being wrought 
is the ſcarcity of fuel in this part of the country. 


River. The river Don runs through this pariſh, and di. 
vides it into two unequal parts, leaving two thirds on the 
ſouth, and one-third on the north of its banks. It is not 
navigable, nor could it be made fo, it being very rapid in many 
parts, and having a fall within two miles of its mouth, which i 
thought to be an inſuperable bar to any attempt of that na- 
ture. It contains a great number of ſalmon, ſome pike, and 
very fine trouts; but though the proprietor here poſſeſſes lands 


extending from five to ſeven miles along both ſides of tht 


riye!; 
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river, his profit from fiſhings is very trifling, owing to the 
number and conſtruction of the cruives and dykes between 
this place and the ſea, The ſalmon fiſhing company who farm 


that part of the river which lies neareſt the ſea, have built dykes : 


for the ſecurity of the cruives, which riſe conſiderably above 
the ſurface of the water, and prevent any filh of ſize from 
forcing their way up the river, unleſs when it is extremely 
ſwelled with rain, and the Saturday's flap is ſaid to be but lit- 
tle attended to. | 85 | 


Hills —Though a conſiderable part of the pariſh is bound- 


| ed by hills, there are none of them very high ; ſome of them 


are planted, and the plantations along their fides thrive 


| well; but, near the ſummit, the ground is ſhallow, with 


bare flat rocks, and does not yield mould ſufficient for 
nouriſhing or ſupporting trees of any large ſize. The hills 
which are not planted, are partly green and partly heathy, 
and afford excellent paſture for ſheep, Many young cattle 
alſo are found feeding among the flocks of ſheep, on the 
green tops of the hills, and in a thriving ſtate. 


Antiquities One figured ſtone has been diſcovered in the 
pariſh ; there is little doubt but it had been originally placed 
in an upright poſture, and after it had fallen, it remained 
in that ſtate time immemorial, in a field near the river, a 
mile eaſt of the houſe of Monymuſk, until it was lately 
moved by Mr Grant, to the neareſt part of the public road; 
and, after being painted white, and the figures black, to render 
them viſible and more lively, it is now fixed in its old poſ- 
ture, and preſents an object for exerciling the talents of the 
antiquary. The figure of a croſs about four feet high, with 
rude ornaments, is diſtinct, and below the croſs is a double 
circle, ornamented like the croſs; the part of the ſtone 

| which 
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7. 


which appears now above ground, is about ſeven feet high; 
and the only conjecture about the uſe of it, is, that it had 
been ſet up to mark the boundary of the priory lands, on 
that fide where it was found. 


IS 


inc 


Flood. All the low grounds which ly along the banks of 
the river, muſt in fome degree be liable to inundations or 
land floods, though it is ſurprifing how little miſchief hap. 
pens from them, conſidering how large a tract of land lies 
ſeemingly expoſed to their devaſtations. The greateſt da. 
mage occaſioned by events of this nature, was in the middle 
of September 1768, at a time when moſt of the corns were 
cut, and in ſhocks; all the plains along the river ſuffered 
extremely, the corns were ſwept almoſt clean my, and 
many en were ruined. 


Thunder Storm. — But a calamity of a different nature, 
though equally fatal in its effects to the grain, and all the 
vegetables within its reach, was a thunder ſtorm, which vi 
ſited a part of this country, the 36th of July laſt, 1790. 
The morning on which it happened was calm and warm, the 
fKy ſerene, and the ſun ſhone bright. About 10 o'clock 
A. M. the air was ſuddenly overcaſt, and an uncommonly 
loud peal of thunder, inſtantly followed by hail of a prodi- 
gious fize, began to excite ſome apprehenſions for the crop, 
at that time only filling, It continued to thunder from ten 
o'clock to four in the afternoon, with very ſhort intervals, 
pouring down immenſe quantities of hail, and with ſuch ir- 
reſiſtible voilence, that it levelled all the corn with the ground, 
and pierced and tore to pieces all the turnip, potatoes, &c. 
It was fo far happy for this pariſh, that two or three farms only, 
in the eaſt quarter of it, were expoſed to its violence. The 
hail lay above a foot deep in many places, and notwithſtanding 
| the 
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the ſeaſon of the year, was not quite diſſolved in two days. 
The froſt was ſo intenſe the night following the ſtorm, that 
the pools in ſeveral parts were covered with ice nearly an 
inch thick. The deſtruction of the grain, has been attri- 
; buted by _ rn to _ circumſtance. | 


Birds.—The birds which are known in this „ nevi; are of 
the ſame kinds with thoſe which are common in the north 
of Scotland; they reſort in great numbers to this place, be- 
cauſe the many woods and plantations here afford them bet- 
ter ſhelter, than they could ud in countries naked and deſti- 
fe tute of wood. | 


ni Sheep, — The number of ſheep is greatly diminiſhed of late, 
About 50 years ago, 4000 ſheep could have been rec- 
koned upon the paſtures of this pariſh ; one third part of that 

re, number is not to be found at this time. The cauſe of the 
he decreaſe is to be accounted for, from the great number of 
* n parks and plantations, which have circumſeribed the paſture, 
by the large extent of barren ground and old ſheep walks 
s which they occupy, and render it extremely troubleſome for | 
the farmer to keep flocks in their neighbourhood. There 
W are ſeveral farms ſtill, at a conſiderable diſtance from all 
E planting and incloſures, where the contiguous hills afford 
excellent paſture for ſheep, as their ſides and ſummits are 
| covered with graſs, and the heathy 3 of them ane a 
large proportion of | intermixed. 


Deer. orf late years great . of deer and roes reſort 
to this place, for the good paſture and ſecure ſhelter, which 
the extenſive woods afford. They do not, as in times paſt, 
only viſit the low country, ' when deep ſtiows and ſevere 
winters s devy them ſubſiſtence and ſhelter in the foreſts of 
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dence in thoſe bleak and deſolate regions, when the ſeaſon 
permits. But they now take their reſidence always here, 
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Glenaven, and Glentannar, and then return to their reſi 


and in a ſhort time all the incloſures wili be well ſtocked 
with theſe beautiful animals, without any trouble or expence 
to the proprietor. ; 


Population. For thirty years back the ſtate of the pariſh, 
in regard to population, has undergone very little alteration, 


There are in this pariſh 243 families, containing, 
Males 539 
Females 588 


Total Souls 1127 


Conſequently about 43 to a family. | 
Number of ſouls under 10 years of age 216 
From 10 to 20 years of age = 254 
From 20 to 50 years of age — 447 
From 50 to 70 years of age 171 
Above 70 years of age ef) 156 $04 158 


* 


Anal average of births \- — 8 
— — of deaths N — 19 
——— of marriages 
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There are of large farms, (one of which pays L. 125 


Sterling of rent,) 5 5 8 35 
Smaller farms which pay rent to the heritor, beſides the 
above large farm, - - . 


Inhabitants who have houſes with i onion only, 1 

Beſides, there are families who are called ſub-tenants, 
and have ſmall crofts and houſes from the farmers, to 
whom they pay their rents, 4 4 8 


Heritors:—The whole pariſh is the property of one heri- 
tor, Sir Archibald Grant, grandſon of Sir Francis Grant, 
who was knighted by Queen Anne, and appointed one of 
the Senators of the College of Juſtice, by the title of Lord 
Cullen. That gentleman fold the eſtate of Cullen in 
Buchan, and purchaſed the whole lands of Monymuſk from 
the anceſtors of the preſent Sir William Forbes of Pitſligo, 


Clergymen.— The pariſh is the charge of one clergyman: 
There are no Seceders in it. The inhabitants are all of the 
eſtabliſhed church, except twenty-eiglit Epiſcopal . 


and two perſons who are Roman Catholics; 


Emigrations. There are no emigrations from this part of 
the country, except what may be occaſioned by the caſual re- 
moval of tenants or ſervants, who are replaced by a greater 
or lefſer number as circumſtances occur, 


Nele e Che prodiue: is phat; vc, cats, hacia; ind 
peale ; the quantity of wheat is much leſs conſiderable of 
late years, than in the time of the late Sir Archibald Grant; 
It is ſaid that a wheat crop exhauſts and inpoverithes the 
ſoil more than any other grain. 


Vol. III. K Improvement # 
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advanced ſtate by the late Sir Archibald Grant. As 1 


from fuch parts of the kingdom as had advanced farthel 
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Improvements and Agriculture. — Agriculture, and, inde, 
improvements of almoſt every kind, were carried to a ver 


could find no perſons in this country qualified to ſuper. 
intend his improvements, he was careful to draw to thi 
corner, by fuitable rewards, men of knowledge in farming, 


in agriculture ;z and by employing ſuch, either as overſeers, or 
by giving them advantageous leaſes with ſuitable accommo- 
dations, a part of the eſtate was brought into good order, it 
value increaſed, . and the country people convinced, by tit 
ſtriking example of advantage before their eyes, of the necel. 


ſity of draining, cleaning, ſtraightening, and green-cropin on 
their Iands. to fave much labour, and enſure better returns, ol 
But, as long rooted prejudices cannot be univerſally eradi- WW 7 
cated, it was judged neceſſary to bind down the tenants in - 
their le»ies, to a proper method of managing their field 05 
to build ang ually a certain quantity of ſtone dykes, to lay on af 
a quantity of lime proportioned to che extent of their farm, = 
to cultivate a ſuitable proportion of turnips, potatoes, arti : 
ficial graſſes, &c. This fcheme had the deſired effect; 5 
and the mode which many at firſt were obliged reluctant] 
to adopt, is become fo agreeable and profitable, that the | 
would renounce their leaſes, rather than relinquiſh a plan dt wy 
de 
management, they now find. to be ſo productive. Ty 
Acres. Roods. Falls, 
Amount of acres of infield V5 
= outfield - 2606 2 20 
paſture - 1 11 
moor ground 2776 o ©® 
moſs - "£6 2:50 Occ 
wood - 2 10 are 
N ea 227 one 
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Flax, —The people have been in the practice, for ſome 


| years paſt, of cultivating flax in {mall quantities. 


Grain ſent out of the Pariſh. — This pariſh ſ-nds conſider- 


able quantities of oats, oat meal, and barley, to the Aber- 


deen market, but how much cannot be known ; the quanti- 
ty produced within the pariſh is conſiderably greater, than 


what is conſumed by the inhabitants. 


Time of Sowing and Reaping — Wheat is ſown in the 
month of October, peaſe, oats, and rye as early in March as 
the weather will permit. The bear or barley is ſown in the 
month of May, and js generally reaped betwixt the middle 
of Auguſt and the 1oth of September. The oats, wheat, 
rye, &c. are reaped in the courſe of the month of Sep- 
tember, or betwixt the beginning of September and the 


middle of October. There is generally a rich crop of hay | 
produced from the fields which have been carefully prepared, 


and it is generally cut down in the beginning of July; the ſe- 


Q cond crop is well advanced about the end of Auguſt, but it 
s ſeldom uſed otherwiſe than for paſture. 


Number of Horſes, Cattle, and Sheep — A good many cattle 
and ſheep are fattened upon turnip, &c. for the Aber. 
deen market, and draw very good prices to the farmer, 


Tae number of horſes in the pariſh, is TE 182 
| cattle — ” . 1029 
ſheep - 5 8 1482 


Mood —Beſides the number of acres within the pariſh, 


occupied by woods and plantations, mentioned above, there 


are two large incloſures, which have never been ſurveyed; 
one of them called the Millſtone-hill, is from eight to ten 
| miles 
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miles in circumference ; the other, which is called the hill of 


The fir trees, in particular, have been obſerved to thrive re. 
markably here, and although it was the year 1720, before 


diſpoſed of for many years back, ſufficient work was found 
for a ſaw-mill, which was erected about twenty-four year 
ter work. Paradiſe wood contains a great number of fine 


ſels that wood, and another oppoſite to it, which is not in this 
pariſh, where the oaks are fully as numerous, Sir Archibald 
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Pitfichie, and likewiſe is incloſed and planted, meaſures from 
five to fix miles in circumference, and both together will 
amount to ſeyeral thouſand acres. The whole was begun 
and accompliſhed by the late Sir Archibald Grant, who had 
the pleaſure of ſeeing the trees arrive at maturity, and of de. 
riving annually a conſiderable revenue from the ſale of wood, 


a ſingle fir was planted, ſome of them had advanced ſo 
rapidly, that beſides a great number of trees, which had been 


ago, for cutting the largeſt trees into planks, and ſupplying 
the country around with wood of different fizes for carpen- 


full grown oaks ; and, although the family of Monymukk pol. 


Grant has not hitherto fold any of them. In the ſane 
wood are fine birch trees, aſh, alders, and hazel wood; the 


laſt of which produces frequently great quantities of nuts. b 
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NUMBER VI. 
PARISH OF ANSTRUTHER-WESTER, 


(County of Fife.) 


By the Rev. Mr JAMES FORRESTER, 


| . Name, Cc. 
ing A NSTRUTHER-WESTER is ſituated on the ſea- 
en. coaſt, in the eaſt part of the county and ſynod of 


ine Fife, and preſbytery of St Andrews. The name is derived 
from its ſituation, Szruther being a Celtic word which ſig- 
nifles a place lying in a valley, as Anſtruther does, | 


Anſtruther-Weſter became a borough of barony in 1554, 
and a royal borough in 1583, The magiſtrates are three 
bailies, a treaſurer, and any number of counſellors, from fix 
to eleven. 5 5 


Extent, Boundary, Soil, &c.— The pariſh is of a very irre- 
gular form. There is no map of it; but, from the beſt infor- 
mation, it contains about 5.0 acres ot arable land, and about 
leven or eight acres of common, on which the burgeſſes 


M. 


have the privileges of paſturage and of caſting turf. It is 
bounded on the ſouth by the ſea, for about halt a mile; on 
the eaſt by Eaſter- Anſtruther; on the north by Carnbie and 
Kilrennie; and on the weſt by Pittenweem. Near the ſea, 
the ſoil is either a black loam, or a light ſand mixed with 
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ſhells, both of which, though ſhallow, are very fertile. 


rifes gently from the coaſt. From the vicinity of the 


In 
the higher grounds there is ſome light foil, but the greateſt 


part of it is a deep ſtubborn clay, that neither agrees with a 
wet nor a dry ſeaſon, but yields conſiderable crops in favour. 
able weather. About the town the ground is flat, but it 


ſea, 


and from the eaſteriy fogs, which come from the German 


ocean, the air is moiſt; yet the pariſh cannot be ſaid to he 


unhealthy. Agues, which from the above mentioned cir. 


cumſtances might be ſuppoſed to be prevalent, are totally 


unknown; and no epidemical diſeaſes, except the ſmall-pox, 


have appeared within theſe laſt twenty years. The practice 


of inoculation is increaſing, and has been attended 
ſucceſs, 


with 


Rivers, Fiſheries, and Produce of the Coaft, Ee, — A ſcmall 
river divides the two Anſtruthers, in which, it is ſaid, there 
was once a conſiderable ſalmon fiſhery, whence the arms of 
the town, bearing three ſalmon. is ſaid to be derived. Cod, 
ling, turbot, hollybut, ſkate, haddocks, herrings, flounders, 
and lobſters, are caught here and ſent to Cupar, Edinburgh, 
Stirling, and Glaſgow. Lobſters are the only fith ſent to 
London, for which, it is ſuppoſed, that above L. 1000 is an- 
nually brought into this and the neighbouring t wns. Great 


quantities of ſea weeds are thrown on ſhore after ſtorms, 


and 


are uſed as manure, Once in two years, the ſea weeds, grov- 


ing on the rocks, are cut and burnt into kelp; ten ton of 


which is thought a good produce for the two years. 
firſt mention of kelp in the records is in the year 


The 
094 


when an Englithman offered the town-council L. 4 for the 
privilege of cutting and burning it for one year, which one 
of the bailies proteſted againſt, as being prejudicial to the 


health of the inhabitants, and his own family ; but at le 


* 


n gth 
they 


t. 


9 3 Her. 79 


they accepted the off 5 on condition that the kelp ſhould 


be burnt at the weſt end of the town, and only when the 
wind blew from the eaſt. 


The harbour does not admit ſhips of burden ; but a lit tle 
to the weltward is a creek, cailed Weſthaven, which, at no 


great expence, might be made an excellent harbour. Nature 


ſeems to have fitted it for that pur pole, as boats can come 
into it almoſt at low water, It is ſingularly uleful in the fithe 
ing ſeaſon. 1 


Migratory Birds, Se. The woodcock, fieldfare, and cur- 
liew, viſit the coaſt regularly in the winter, and the Bohe- 
mian jay is ſometimes ſeen in the neighbourhood; as are 
alſo wild geeſe, when the higher grounds are covered with 
mow, The ſwallow, cuckoo, water- wagtail, and plover, make 
their appearance in ſummer. The early arrival of the wood- 
cock and Bohemian jay, indicates the ſeverity of the winter 
on the continent, while the cuckoo's early viſit is a {ure mark 
that fine weather may be ſoon expected. 


Agriculture. The rotation moſt approved by the beſt far- 
mers on the ſtrong clay ſoil of the pariſh, is, 1ſt fallow, 24 


wheat, 3d beans, 4th: barley, 5th oats, with graſs, 6th hay; 


on the light foil, iſt turnips, potatoes, or flax, 2d wheat or 
barley, 3d oats or drilled-beans, 4th barley with clover, 5th 
hay; part of the outticld is paſture for the young cattle. 
This plan is purſued with advantage, on a farm of 148 acres, 
of which about 50 are outfield. Lhe largeſt farm in the pa- 


riſh is 148 acres, the ſmalleſt 70. Formerly every farmer in 
the pariſh had cottagers beſides his hired ſervants, and the 
preſent farmers have not more ſervants than their predeceſ- 


ors ; hence the cottagers were ſupernuuleraries. The pa- 
| riſh, 
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riſh, beſides ſupporting itſelf, exports a conſiderable quant. 
ty of wheat, barley, and beans; but the light and ſoſ 
grounds being unfavourable for oats, a quantity of oatmei 


is annually imported. Peaſe and beans are ſown in Febry. 


ary ; oats in March; barley in May, and wheat in October 
The earlieſt harveſt begins in the firſt week of Auguſt, and 
the lateſt in r 


Cattle. The breed of cattle has, of late, been much im. 
proved, by croſſing with the Lancaſhire, Holderneſs, and 
Dutch kinds; by houſing them in winter, and by feeding 
them on turnip. The farmers find, by experience, that there 


is not a more profitable application of turnips, than giving 


them liberally to young cattle ; and the fame which the Fife 


breed of cattle has acquired, is probably owing to this me- 


thod of rearing them. A young ox of 20 months old, ſold 


lately for 7 guineas. It was much ſtouter, and fitter for 


work, than a three year old one fed in the common way, 
with ſtraw in the winter. | 


Price of Labour and Provi Vons.— In 1764, the wages of x 
day-labourer were 6 d. in winter, and d. in ſummer. They 


are now 10 d. in winter, and 1s. in ſummer, Men in 


harveſt, gd. per day, and their victuals, women 7 d. The 
are now more conſtantly employed than at the former period. 
When they are frugal and induſtrious, they live very com- 


fortably, and their children are well fed and educated: 


Thrice the quantity of butcher meat and wheat bread are 
uſed now, that were 20 years ago in this pariſh, In 1695, 


the wages of a man ſervant was L. 20 Scots; a maid ſervant, 


from L. 5 to L. 8 Scots, for the year. In the year 1768 
the wages of a man were from L. 4 to L. 5 Sterling per a 
num; of a woman, from 32 8. to 40s. per annum. The pre 

1 5 ſent 


of Anflratber-Wefter. 8 


and of women, from L. 2 to L. 3 Sterling. 


Prices of Proviſions, —Proviſions have riſen one third in the 
courſe of 20 years. Murton, lamb, veal, and beef, arc from 
3. to 4 d. per pound; a hen, 18.; ducks, 8 d.; geeſe, 33.3 
eggs, 3 d. a dozen. The only kind of proviſions that 
not riſen are pork, which is 4d. per pound, and rabbits Gd. 


a-piece, owing to the common people MAVINY: + an averſion | to 


ſent wages of men are from L. 6 to L. / Sterling 3 þ- annum; 


nd * and rabbits. 

ny 

cre Church, The pariſh church appears to be a very antient 
ng building, from the remains of a large choir, and the gothic £ 
ife ſtructure of the ſteeple. It was new-roofed in the year 1761. 
Ne The manſe was built in 1703, and repaired in 1761. Sir 
old John Anſtruther of Anſtruther, Bart. is patron of the pariſh. 
for The preſent incumbent was ordained in 1768, is married, and 
N has a ſon and two daughters. The ſtipend, valuing the vic- 


tual at 12 8. per boll, is about L. 90 per 1 exclulive of 
the manſe and plebe. 


Schiol,—The ſchoolmaſter has a ſalary of I..8:6:8 per 
annum. The heritors pay the rent of his dwelling houſe and 
ſchool; and the ſeſſion pays him 10 merks a year for teach- 
ing poor children. The dues are, for reading Engliſh, 14 d. 
a quarter; writing, 18. 6 d.; Latin, 28. 6d; and naviga- 
tion, L. 1: 1:0. As the ſchoolmaſter is eſteemed the beſt 
teacher of navigation on the coaft, his chief attention is di- 
rected to that branch. All the young people in the pariſh, 


without a lingle exception, are taught to read an, and the 
Principles of the Chriſtian e 


Vol, III. 1. | Rent, 
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Rent. — The valued rent of the pariſh is L. 1185 Scoty, 
The rent of land has riſen greatly within theſe 20 years, viz, 
from 7s. and 10 8. per acre, to 218. and 308. 


5 Poor. — The collections at the church, the intereſt of the poor 


funds, and the ſavings in years of plenty, make an annual in. 


come of L. 25 or L. 30, which is ſufficient for the mainte, 
nance of the poor, of which there are at preſent five on the 
liſt, Beſides the maintenance of theſe, occaſional ſupplies of 
money are given to widows, orphans, or perſons who, fron 
fickneſs or accident, are unable to ſupport themſelves. 


| Population —Total inhabitants, "Ne „„ 3090 
| Males, - - - - 200 
| Females, 8 „ R 170 
Inhabitants i in the burgh, - 2 324 

— — in the country, Pr . . 46 
Families in thi burgh, 3 — 80 
in the country, - + £1.20 

Average of births in the pariſh, . U 51 ria 
deaths, - - 2 393 
Mariners, 8 1 2 — 36 
Carpenters and wrights, 1 CHA. 
Weavers, with j Journeymen and apprentices, 16 
Shoemakers, - * - 4 

+ Teil +. ns — 4 
35 Wu - - 1 
Brewers, - | 5 — | w_ 

Dyer, 8 = 7 1 
Miller, 1 75 LS 1 
Smit, 3 2 Sad 
Officers of the cuſtoms, „„ — 
— of the exciſe, 2 1 


- by Farmers, 


ON 


1 Farmers, — - — 


found i in the moſt 1 preſervation, at a ſmall diſtance 


of Anſtruther-Weſter, 83 


Maſon, e ae 4 
Day-labourers, OW WE 7 
DD 
Gardener, - - 4 
5 Milliner, 8 - - 
Mantuamakers, BATTLES 4 £4 
Shopkeepers, . 2 5 
| Ale-ſelters, the brewers included, 
Widowers and widows, b 4 R 


1 
\ 


15 | : 
O0wawu dp -= == nk = 2 


All the inhabitants are of the Eſtabliſhed Church, except 
one man and his wife, who attend the Relief Congregation 
at Pittenweem ; and they are all a natives of Scotland, except 
one Lag woman. 


The population is rather increaſing at preſent, owing to 
the revival of the coal and ſalt works at Pittenweem, and 
the e ger; increaſe of ſhipping. 


Four new houſes 1 have been built within theſe laſt 20 years. 
One of them is uninhabited, owing to the high rent of L. 10 
Which! is demanded for it. 


Sir John Anſtruther is proprietor of a third part of the 
pariſh; Sir Robert Anſtruther has one farm, and the remain- 
ing part is divided among 15 ſmall proprietors. 


Antiquities, —At the weſt end of the town, there is a large 
mound, called the Chefter hill, in the middle of which is a fine 
well, Two or three years ago, in digging, on the ſide of 
this mound, a foundation for a houſe, two ſkeletons were 


from 
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conſiſting of a large ſtone at each end and ſide. 


from each other. They wite incloſed in a kind of coffin, 


Ne of May.—South-eaſt from Anſtruther-Weſter, and fix 
miles diſtant from it, in the mouth of the Frith of Forth, 
ſtands the Iſland of May ; which, after the deſolation of the 


| Abbacy of Pittenweem, was ſuppoſed to belong to the pas 


riſh of Anſtruther-Weſter, the mother church, and in this 


light it was annually viſited by the miniſter of Anſtruther- 


Welter, while it was inhabited by 14 or 15 families. 


It is computed to be one mile long, and three quarters of 
a mile broad; it has a well of fine water, and a ſmall lake, 


and affords excellent paſture for ſheep. It is frequented by 


a great variety of ſea fowl, ſuch as kittiewakes, ſcarts, dun- 


ters, gulls, ſea-pyets, marrots, &c. 


On the iſland is a light-houſe, erected upon a tower 45 


feet high; it was built in the reign of King Charles I. and 


a duty is exacted, of 2d. per ton, upon all ſhips which pal" 
the iſland, The architect, who planned and built the tower, 
periſhed in his return to his houſe, in a ſtorm, which ſome 
old women, then ſuppoſed to be witches, were burnt for raiſing. 
There was a priory on this iſland, for ſome monks of the order 
of St Auguſtine; it belonged firſt to the abbacy of St Andrews, 
and afterwards to Pittenweem. There was a chapel dedicated 


to St Adrian, who was murdered by the Danes, in one of their 


incurſions, and buried here in the 870. There is a ſtone 
coffin which has ſtood expoſed to the injuries of the wer- 


ther, time immemorial, in the church-yard., Tradition ſays 
that it once contained the ens on of 8t Adrian. 


3 411 34 


A very oat Grier, who has dealt in ſheep above 
i 


J Anſtrutber Weſter. 85 


thirty years, and has had them from all the different corners 
of Scotland, ſays, that he knows no place ſo well adapted 
for meliorating wool, as the Ifland of May ; he adds, that 
the fleeces of the coarſeſt woolled ſheep, that ever came 
from the worſt paſture in Scotland, when put on the Iſland 
of May, in the courſe of one ſeaſon, become as fine as 
Gattin 3 their fleſh alſo has a ſuperior flavour; and that rab- 
bits bred on this iſland have-a finer fur tun thoſe which are 
reared on the n 5 


While employed in drawing up this account, a very me- 
lancholy accident happened, which ought to be recorded, as 
a warning to future times. The keeper of the light-houſe, 
by WE bis wife, and five children, were ſuffocated. One child, an 
n. infant, is ſtill alive, who was found ſucking at the breaſt of 
Wits dead mother. Two men, who were aſſiſtants to the 
keeper, were ſenſeleſs, but got out alive. This truly 
T mournful event was owing to the cinders having been allow- 
ed to accumulate, for more than ten years. The cinders 


als i reached up to the window of the apartment where theſe un- 
er, WY fortunate people ſlept. They were ſet on fire by live coals 
me if falling from the light-houſe, and the wind blowing the 
ng. ſmoke into the windows, and the door below being ſhut, the 
der conſequences were inevitable. Theſe perſons were the only 


inhabitants, and all of them lodged in the light-houſe, The 
families, who formerly reſided there, lodged in houſes detached 
from it. The old plan is to be again adopted; and houſes | 
are preparing for lodging the keeper, and a boat's crew, 
which will be of advantage to all the coaſt, as they will be 7 
ready to give intelligence when the herrings come into 
the Frith. The revenue ariting from the light-houſe, was 


formerly let at L. 300 per annum ; it was let laſt year at 
I. 9 o. 


oe 
urty 


nM iſcellaneous ; 
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Hiſcellancout Obſervations. — What the ſtate of the fiſheriy 
once was, and how much they have declined, will appen 
from the following facts, which are either taken from the 
records, or related on undoubted authority. The minifls 
drew the teinds (i. e. tythes) of fiſh, as part of his ftipend, 
the town generally farmed them at the rate of ten, twelve, 
or: ſometimes fifteen pounds a year. For theſe laſt twenty 
years they have never let for more than 13 s., and have been 
ſometimes ſo low as 5s. The late Mr Nairne, miniſter of 
Anſtruther-Eafter, drew L. 55 per annum for the teinds of 
the herring fiſhery alone; but his ſon the preſent miniſter 
let them to the town for L. 22 : 4 5 Sterling. 


The town of Anſtruther, and many others on this coaſt, 
ſuffered much in the civil wars, in the reign of Charles l. 
both by ſea and land. They were zealous covenanters, and 

there are few old inhabitants of the pariſh, who do not talk 
of ſome relations, that went to the battle of Kilſyth, in the 
year 1645, and who were .never afterwards- heard of. [n 
this diſaſter, and in temporary failures of their fiſhing, An- 
ſtruther ſhared the. fate of its neighbours, about the year 
1670, by an inundation of the ſea, which deftroyed or 
chocked up the harbour, waſhed away the bulwarks, and 
rendered many of the houſes unſafe to dwell in. An inun- 
dation of a ſimilar kind happened about the end of laſt cen- 
tury ; when about a third of the town ſeems to have been 
deſtroyed, A long ſtreet, called the fore ſtreet, was totally 
deſtroyed z ſcarce a veſtige of it now remains. The rock on 
which the town houſe once ſtood, is covered by the ſea 
every ſpring tide, and every tide the ſea waſhes the ſtreet, 
where the principal houſes of the borough were fituated. 
The old people date the decay of the towns on this coaſt 


2 to 


» the Union with England. It is evident, that that event 


ty 

aa undoubtedly give a great ſhock to the trade of theſe 
ens. Their ſtaple commodities were malt, herrings, and 
+ cod, Before the Union, there were 24 ſhips belonging to 
ee fiſhery. In 1764, there were only two ſhips, each 40 


ons burden, and three fiſhing boats belonging to Anſtru- 
Wher-Eaſter, and one of 20 tons, and two fiſhing boats to 
\nſtruther-Weſter. At preſent the number of ſhips be- 
onging to Eaſter and Weſter Anſtruther, is 20, their ton- 
hage 1172, men employed 94, of which fix in the foreign, 13 
n the coaſting, and one in the fiſhery trade; eight of theſe 
belong to Anſtruther-Weſter, whoſe tonnage is 532, and 
Whey employ 36 men. At preſent there is not a ſingle perſon | 
n the pariſh, who can properly come under the denomina- 


I 
me mariners, and fitted out for fiſhing. Ever fince the 


attle of Kilſyth, the people here have a ſtrong averſion to a 
military life; in the courſe of twenty-one years, there is only 
ſingle inſtance of a perſon inliſting, and it was into the 
rain of artillery, There has not been a ſuſpicion of. murder 
or theſe 50 years. A ſingle inſtance of ſuicide is remem- 
dered about the 1744. No perſon has been tried before a 
riminal court ſince the 1732, and he petitioned for baniſh» 
nent. This is OP nd even of- mand 


3 


Agriculture. i is 210 W the cattle Weiter are of 


on 

fog better breed, and in finer order, and the tenants enjoy 
et, nore, of the comforts of ſociety, and are in a more affluent 
ate than their predeceſſors. This change is probably owin 1 


o the following cauſes: Formerly the rent was all paid in 
ual, which the tenants were obliged to drive fix Scots 


miles, 


oaſt 
to 
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ren in the grain thus manufactured. The great prices d 
cattle and grain, and the market of Glaſgow, of late opened 


tended. with a great mortality. From an account publiſhel 
in the beginning of this century, and from tradition, it is 


pariſh, which do not ſeem to have any bad effect on the 
morals of the people. The peculiar diſadvantages of the p. 


were obliged to lead the proprictors coals during the fun, 


number of hens and chickens, and they were allowed tg 
ſubſet or let off part of their farms to inferior tenants, [ 


farmers, It is well known, that this country was viſited wit 


habitants died. The only manufactures exported, are Ofns 
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miles, at any time between Chriſtmas and Candlemas ; they 


mer; beſides a ſtated number of other carriages, ſuch 3 
ſtone, linie, and timber; if required, they paid a certalh 


many places the proprietor drew the teind on the; field, N 
tenant, however favoured. was allowed to lead any part of hi 
corn, till the whole was ready; and in ſome places the 
were obliged to make the barky into malt, and to pay ther 


to. this county, by the canal, which takes off vaſt quantitis 
of wheat, barley, and beans, have given a ſpur to induſty, 
which, joined to the improved mode of culture, have meli 
rated the face of the country, and added to the wealth of te ® 
a great famine in the year 1699. It had been preceded by 
ſome years of late and rather ſcanty, crops, and it was at 


probable, that in ſome. pariſhes nearly one third of the in- 


burgs and green linen. There are three ale-houſes in the 


riſh are, the encroachments of the ſea, and the harbour 10 
admitting thips, of burden. The people in general are ſober 
and induſtrious. They enjoy in a reaſonable degree the 


comforts and advantages of Jogety, and are. contented: with 
their ſituation. 10 
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NUMBER VI. 
PARISH OF GAIRLOCH. 
(County of Roſs.) 


By the Rev. Mr Danxier, MIN Tosg. 


Name, Extent, c. 


VEIs pariſh had its name originally from a very ſmall 

loch, near the church and the houſe of Flowerdale, 
and ſo cloſe by the ſhore, that the ſea at high tides covers it. 
The etymology of it is abundantly clear, and nen in the 
Gaelic language a ſhort contracted loch. 


Ihe pariſh of Gairloch is ſituated in the county of Roſs, 
in the preſbytery of Lochcarron, and ſynod of Glenelg. Its 


e iN length is no leſs than 32 miles Engliſh, and its breadth 
Mas about eighteen, | 
1 the £ | 

1 the Soil, — This country reſembles many other parts of the 


Highlands of Scotland. The vallies are ſurrounded with 
hills, that afford good paſture to different kinds of cattle, 


r not 
ſober As the pariſh abounds in hills and moſſy ground, the arable 
the parts of it are conſequently but of a ſmall extent. When 


| the ſeaſon is favourable, the crops are by no means bad, 
yet they ſcarcely ſerve the inhabitants above ſeven or eight 
months. The potatoes the farmers plant, and the fiſh they 
catch, contribute much to their ſupport. This country, 
M and 
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and all the Weſt coaſt, are ſupplied in the ſummer with 
meal, by veſſels that come from different ports at a diſtance; 
ſuch as Caithneſs, Murray, Peterhead, Banff, Aberdeen, 
Greenock, &c. z and, at an average, {ell the boll, eonſiſting 


of eight ſtones, at 168. and when proviſions are * at 18s, 
and upwards. 


Rivers and Antiquities, —There are many rivers in this ps. 


Tiſh, but no bridges nor paſſage but by horſes ; and there. 


fore, when theſe rivers overflow their banks, which often 
happens in the winter and ſpring ſeaſons, and ſometimes 
even in ſummer, travellers are detained, and are expoſed to 
delays, and additional expences. There are two large rivers 
near the caſt end of this pariſh, which meet and run iato 


one at Kenlochew, which in the Earſe language imports the 


Head of the Loch-River. Theſe two rivers empty them- 
ſelves into Loch- Mari. This loch again is 12 computed 
miles in length, and more in ſome parts than a mile in 
breadth. There are 24 ſmall iflands in it, which are 
beautified with fir trees, and a variety of other kinds of 
wood; in one of theſe iſlands there is an antient burying- 
place, called Mleand- Mari, where the people on the north 
ſide of the loch ſtill continue to bury their dead. There 
is a well in it of a ſalubrious quality, the water of which 
hath been found, for ages paſt, very ſerviceable to many dif 
eaſed perſons. The remains of a Druidical temple is like- 
wiſe to be ſeen in this ſmall iſland. 


Fiſb.—Gairloch has been for many ages famous for the 
cod-fiſhing, Sir Hector M*Kenzie of Gairloch, the preſent 
proprietor, ſends to market annually, upon an average, be- 
twixt 30,000 and 40,000 cod, excluſive of the number with 
which the country people ſerve themſelves. Gairloch hath 
| | a | 5 | _ allo 


fil 
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Aſo from time immemorial been remarkable for the herring- 
fiſhing. The coaſt of this pariſh abounds in "OY ſafe har- 
bours for veſſels of all dimenſions. 


Arrieulitny Outs and berkey are ſown in this country. 
Some of the gentlemen ſow a ſmall quantity of peaſe, which 
when the harveſt is warm and dry, yield profitable returns ; 
our time of ſowing oats, black and white, is commonly from 
the middle of March to the end of April; within which period 
we alſo plant potatoes; we ſow barley from the beginning of 
May to the 1oth of June ; our lateſt barley is ſeldom the worſt 
part of the crop, when the ſummer proves warm and 
thowery. Our harveſt commences about the end of Auguit, 
and the crop is gathered in about the rcth of October. Our 


| crop frequently ſuffers much from ſhaking winds, attended 


with heavy cold rain, about the autumnal equinox, 


Dijeaſes,—No peculiar local diſtemper of any kind is pre- 
valent in this pariſh. Fevers are frequent; ſometinies they 
are of a favourable kind; at other times they continue long, 
and carry off great numbers. An infectious and putrid fever, 
early in winter laſt, made its way from the north over a 
long tract of different countries, and proved fatal to many. 


Population. — There were in this pariſh in the year 1774, 
of examinable perſons about 2000. And from that period 
to the preſent, there is an increaſe of 200 ſouls, and up- 
wards, In Dr Webſter's report the number was 2050. 
There are a few people in the pariſh at the age of 86 and 
87. Two died lately who arrived at the age of an 100 years. 


Character of the People. —They are in general 2 regu- 
lar, induſtrious, and pious, They have always been remark- 
1 ed 
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Pariſh, excluſive of the church, viz. Kenlochew, Chapel d 


manſe is very near the ſhore on the north of the church, 


pence allowed for communion elements, is only L. 58: 6:9. 


Kernſary, and Colonel MKenzie of Coul, who is at preſent 
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ed and eſteemed for their civility, and hof. pitality to tran 


gers. 


School. — In the great extent of this pariſh, as hath ben 


already obſerved, there is no ſchool but the parochial, h 


which means the riſing generation ſuffer much, and ar 
wholly neglected, having no acceſs to the benefit of inſtruc, 
tion. There are only two catechiſts, who have their ap 


pointments partly in the ſkirts of this and partly of thi 


two nee pariſhes, 


Church. All the people of every denomination are of tl 
eſtabliſhed church; there are no Diſſenters, Seceders, no 
any other kind of ſect whatever in the pariſh. The church 


of this pariſh has ſtood more than a century, but has fy 


ſome years paſt been in a ruinous ſituation; and was there. 
fore taken down this ſummer, and a new elegant church i; 
building. There are three places of public worſhip in the 


Sand, and the croft of Jolly, The church and manſe are 2 
the diſtance of fix Engliſh miles from each other. The 


and ſuppoſed to be in the centre of the pariſh, The value 
of the living, excluſive of the glebe, and including the ex: 


There are five heritors in the pariſh ; viz. Sir Hectot 
McKenzie of Gairloch, Baronet, John M*Kenzie of Gruin: 
ord, John M*Kenzie of Letterew, Roderick M*Kenzie d 


in the Eaſt Indies; all the reſt reſide in the * 
Ry land-rent cannot be 8 with accuracſ. 


It probably be about L. 1700 per annum. 
Putt 
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Poor. The number of the poor in this, as well as in 
many other Highland pariſhes, is daily increaſing, There 
are 84 upon the kirk - ſeſſion roll; beſides ſome other indi- 
gent perſons, who, though not inrolled, yet are conſidered as 
objects of ſympathy. They have the annual collections made 
in the church, with the intereſt af L. 20 diſtributed among 
them. The collections upon an average are about L. G: 7:0. 


Language. The Gaelic is the prevailing lan guage in this, 


as well as in ſeveral other corners on the Weſt coaſt, where 
the people have no opportunity of learning Engliſh, 
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NUMBER VII. 
PARISH OF MARNOCH, 


| County of Banff ) 


By the Rev. Mr Janes Innes. 


Name, Situation, Soil, and a 


BERC HERDER was the old name of this country 
and pariſh, which is now called Marnoch, the church 
being dedicated to St Marnoch. This pariſh lies in the 
county of Banff, preſbytery of Strathbogie, and ſynod of 


Moray. It is from nine to ten meaſured miles in length, aud 


from four to five in breadth. In general it is rather flat, low- 
lying land, being moſtly ſurrounded with hills upon the 
weſt, north, and eaſt, which are covered with heath. The 


river Doveron, which is not navigable, runs from five to fit 


miles along the ſouth fide of the pariſh, The ſoil near the 
banks of the river, is a rich loam, and produces good crops 


Toward the upper part of the country, it is wet, ſtoney, and ſtiff, 


The crop conſiſts of barley, oats, peaſe, potatoes, and turnips 
A very large quantity is annually exported from Banff, Port 
ſoy, or M Duff. The beſt arable and meadow ground rents 


Her acre from 15s. to 208.3 the rent of inferior from 65 


8d. to 28. 6d, The pariſh is fully provided with good 
peats. Conſiderable numbers of cattle are reared yearly and 
ſold, and likewiſe a large quantity of butter and cheeſe. 
There are ſeveral extenſive plantations of various kinds of 

wood 


te! 
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wood, viz. common fir, ſpruce, larix, and pine, beech, oak, 
elm, aſh, birch, and alder, moſt of them in a very thriving 
condition, and ſome of them well advanced in fize, There 
E being no meaſurement of the pariſh, the extent of the 
farms cannot be preciſely aſcertained. There are farms that 
pay rent from L. 40 to L. 70 Sterling, and many leſſer ones 
from L. 10 to L 8 Sterling, and a very great number of 
ſmall crofts from L. 5 and L. 6 down to L. 1 of rent. 


Diieaſas.— The air is wholeſome, and the people in general 
Inealthy. Except a few tradeſmen, they are not employed in | 
a ſedentary life; being either country gentlemen, farmers, or 
crofters, their buſineſs occaſions them to be much in the 
open air. No local diſtempers take place in this parith, 
nen and fevers are the moſt prevalent. 


ii Rent, Ce. — The rent of the pariſh is L. 2300 Sterling 
and early. The only language ſpoken in it is Engliſh. 


the Church. The church is very old, and in a very ruinous 
[he condition. James Donaldſon, Eſq; of Kinnairdie, is the pa- 
ſ I tron. About twenty years ago, the church was repaired, and 
galleries were erected ſufficient to accommodate 300 people. 
A new and much larger church is to be built next year, 
which clearly ſhows the increaſe of population here, occa- 


ſioned partly by a good many extenſive farms being parcelled 
ort- out and let in crofts, which alſo made a conſiderable in- 
-nts creaſe of rent to the heritors. b 
68, | 
ood The living was augmented in 1789; and is now L. 45 in 
and money, go bolls of meal, and 22 bolls of bear. There are 
cle, den heritors in this pariſh, four of whom reſide in it, 
8 of whole 
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whoſe farms are moſtly incloſed; but the reſt of the cout. 
try, in „ is not. 


Fun- There are ſeven upon the poor's roll. The ſun 
of L. 40 Sterling is yearly expended for their relief, which 
ariſes from the collections of the church, penalties, a ſmall 

payment for the mort - cloth, and hand- bell, at burials, with 
the annualrent of L. 160 ſettled for their relief. 


Prices of Labour, —A. ploughman's wages are from L. 5 1 
fix guineas a- year, other men ſervants about L. 5 Sterling 
A woman ſervant from L. 2 to L. 3 a. year. 


Eminent Men. Marnoch has produced no man eminent 
in learning or ſcience, except Alexander Gordon, Eſq; lar 
of Achentoule, who entered into the army of Czar Peter tie co 
Great, and by his perſonal valour and good conduct in the (i ab 
war carried on againſt Charles XII. King of Sweden, T. 
raiſed to the rank of Major-General, and wrote his hiſtory, wi 
N 0 | | ; un 
Character of the People. — The people are induſtrious. Fer pr 
of them inliſt in the army. They enjoy in a reaſonable 
degree, the comforts and advantages of ſociety, and are con- 
tented with their fituation. They are decent, active, and bu 
mane. It is very remarkable, that during the time of the 
preſent incumbent, which is now almoſt 36 years, none hare 
| emigrated, neither has any ſingle perſon been condemned ot 
even tried for a capital crime. 


Pepulation, &c.—The births, deaths, and marriages, ® 
entered in the pariſh regiſter, for the laſt ſeven years, ſtand 


thus; - 


Yeats 
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Years. Births. Deaths, Marriages. 
1784 28 20 13 
1785 24 20 45 

1785 8 27 8 
1 28 12 7 
1788 | 36 17 8 
1789 37 e 14 


1790 37 9 + 


By an enumeration made this year, the whole population 
amounts to 1960, 84 of which are Roman Catholics, 60 


| Epiſcopals, and eight or ten Seceders. In Dr Webſter's re- 


port the number was 1894. 


The bridges were built, and are held in repair by the 
county, and the roads by the ſtatute iabour. There are 


| about 500 work horſes, and about 3oco cattle, in the pariſh, 


There are about 500 different families, which, at an average, 
will make near four perſons in each. There are no houſes 
uninhabited, and many more have been lately built than 


pulled down. 


School. — The ſchoolmaſter has only 100 merks ſalary, 
two guineas as ſeſſion-clerk, 15. per quarter for teaching 


| Engliſh, 18. 6 d. for writing and reading, and 25. for Latin 


and arithmetic; 33 d. for each certificate, 63 d. for each bap- 
tilm, and 1s, 7d. for each marriage. At the parochial 
ſchool there are from 12 to 20 or 30 ſcholars; at the cha- 
rity ſchool in e from 40 to 60. 


There are fix alehouſes in the variſh. 


Vol. III. ws NUM. 


_ 
, — 


—— 


— I 
. pe er Er ennITG 


PSI: 
— IS. 


13 
; 


18“ 
1 
ae 
Nee 
tin 
Ay 
. 
"= 
4 + 
FL. : 

4 a. 
#1 : 
. 
. 
oF * 
1 
IP 
Ko.» 
"ow 
* 33 
* 


— — - — — 
— —8 8 8 - 
<5 — —— —— D of 
— = _ 


— — 


gs Statiſtical Account 


NUMBER IX. 
PARISH OF ELLON, 
(County of Aberdeen.) 


By the Rev: Mp Jawts MIL. 


Name, E xtent, and Surface 


Hk etymology of the name Hilon is unknown. It is 
ſituated in the county and ſynod of Aberdeen, and is 


the ſeat of a preſbytery. The pariſh of Ellon ts in length 
from ſouth to north, about nine meaſured miles, and in 


breadth from eaſt to weſt, five meaſured miles. The face of 
the country is uneven; but it cannot be ſaid to be hill, 
though there is a good deal of riſing ground in it, which 


goes under the denomination of hills; but they are very in- 


conſiderable, They are generally covered with heath, as are 
alſo ſome of the lower enen 


Soil, 92.—The nature of the ſoil is very various. Some 


grounds, eſpecially in the ſouthern parts of the pariſh, and 
along the river fide, are dry; but in the northern parts 


they are generally wet and moſſy. There are no lakes in the 
pariſh, The ſmall river Ythan runs through the pariſh 


from weſt to eaſt, It has its riſe in the eaſtmoſt parts of the 


pariſh of Forgue, about 15 or 16 computed miles from 


Fon, as and runs through the pariſhes of Auchterleſs, Fyvih 


_— 
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Methlick; Tarvis, Ellon, and Logie-Buchan, 2 at New⸗ 
burgh enters into the ſea. 


Fiſs.—There is a valuable ſalmon fiſhing on this river at 
Ellon, which yields of yearly rent about L. 80 Sterling: 
The greateſt part of the ſalmon are ſent to Aberdeen for ex- 
portation; and what is ſold on the ſpot, has, for ſome years 
paſt, fetched from 4d. to 6d. the pound, Dutch weight. 
There are alſo plenty of excellent trout and eels in the river, 
and a kind of ſhell fiſh, in which are found pearls, generally, 
indeed, of ſmall fize ; but frequently of conſiderable value; 
This ſmall river is navigable, from its mouth at Newburgh, in 


the pariſh of Foveran, by large boats, or what are called 


lighters, at high tides, very near Ellon, and at ny | 
tides, within half a mile of it. 


a. is reaſon to believe, that the antient 
ſtate of the population of the pariſh was materially differ- 
ent from its amount at this time. The preſent popu- 


@ lation amounts to about 1830, of which number there are 


857 males, and 973 females. In Dr Webſter's report the 
number is 2523. There are in it under the age of 12 or 14 
years, 400,— Under the age of 20 or 24,—460.—Of about 40 


Fears of age, 520.—And above 40 years, about 450. The 


average of births in the pariſh, for the five laſt years, is 24 
males, and 18 females. The average of marriages, in the fame 
time, is 22. The average of burials in the ſame time, is 16 
males, 18 females. There are no towns in the pariſh. Ellon 
is the only village, in which there at preſent reſide, young 
and old, 190 perſons. The number of farmers may be rec- 
koned to be about 66; but many of their farms are very 
imall. Upon the largeſt farms are commonly employed, 
four men ſervants, two women ſervants, and two and ſome- 
AA times 
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times three boys. Upon the common and ordinary farms, 
one man ſervant, one woman ſervant, and one or two boys, 
The number of handycraftſmen, ſuch as ſmiths, wrights, 
weavers, taylors, ſhoemakers, maſons, &c. may be between 
60 and 70.— The number of apprentices, about 20, The 
number of clergymen reſiding in the pariſh are two; the 
one of the Preſbyterian, the other of the Epiſcopalian com- 
munion. The number of the eſtabliſhed church is about 
1673.— | he number of Epiſcopalians about 130.—Of Sece- 
ders about 27.— There are no Roman Catholics in the pa- 
riſh, The number of inhabited houſes may be about 440. 


Agriculture, The pariſh produces plants and trees of va- 
rious kinds; but oats and bear are its principal produce. For 
ſome years palt, turnip, rye-graſs, clover, and potatoes, have 
been raiſed in greater quantities than formerly. There are 
fome ſmall plantations of fir trees ; and there are allo aſh, 
elm, alder, and ſome other barren trees; but not in any 
great numbers. The number of acres cannot be aſcertained, 
The pariſh does more than ſupply itſelf with proviſions, 
Small ſpots of ground are here and there employed in railing 
flax; but many more in raiſing ſown grals. 


Church.—The miniſters ſtipend, by decreet in the, year 
1721, is 1000 merks, one chalder of meal, one chalder of 
bear, and 100 merks for communion elements. The glebe 
is ſcarcely legal; but in its preſent cultivated ſtate, is worth 
L. or L. 10 Sterling, yearly. The patron of the pariſh is 
the Earl of Aberdeen. The number of heritors or poſſeſ- 
ſors of landed property in the pariſh, is fix, who all re- 
ſide in the pariſh, except Robert Fullarton Udny of Dud- 
wick, Eſquire. 
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gebe. The ſalary and perquiſites of the ſchoolmaſter, 
amount to about L. 13 Sterling yearly, with a dwelling- 
houſe and garden, and 100 merks froin the proprietor of 
the eſtate of Watertown, with fees from the ſcholars, who 
are not at all numerous. 5 


Poor. The number of the poor in the pariſh, at preſent 
receiving ſupply from the poor's funds, is 40. The annual 
amount of the contributions for their relief is about L. 43 
Sterling, ariſing from the weekly collections, the annual rent 
of a ſmall ſum of money, and the rent of a little croft of 
land; beſides 100 merks mortified to the poor in the eſtate 
of Ellon. 
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M Mikellaneous Obſervations, —The principal diſadvantage of 
the ſouthern parts of the pariſh, is the ſcarcity of fuel. 


„ And a general diſadvantage throughout the whole, is ſhort 
y leaſes, and no encouragement to the tenants to incloſe their 
. grounds. — The valued rent of the pariſh is L. 8950: 6:8 
3. Scots. The fuel commonly made uſe of is peat; which 
gb very expenſive, eſpecially in the ſouth parts of the pariſh, 
which lie at a great diſtance from moſſes. Some people 
of late have begun to uſe coals, both Scots and Engliſh, 
ar which would be by far the cheaper fuel, were it not burden- 
of ed with a moſt unreaſonable tax. They coſt at Newburgh | 
0 from 48. to 48. 6 d. per boll; beſides carriage by land, for 
h the moſt part four or five computed miles. The ploughs 


is are many; almoſt every perſon who rents any land from 
. u heritor having one. The manufacture moſt generally 
e- carried on, is the knitting of ſtockings, in which all the 
d females are commonly employed, with ſome old men and 

boys. Of late ſome are employed in ſpinning linen yarn, 

and eaſily earn more than * che ſtockings. There was a 
oh | manufactory 
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manufactory of woollen cloth, a few years ago, ſet up, which 
is not as yet carried on to great extent. Lhe roads are not 
in a very good ſtate. They have been made originally by 
ſtatute labour, and by it are repaired; ſometimes it is com. 
muted, and it is the general wiſh, that it were all com. 
muted on moderate terms. There are pretty good bridges 
in the moſt frequented roads; and a bridge over the Ytan 
at Ellon, is very ſoon to be built, The money requiſite for 
It is already almoſt raiſed by a voluntary ſubſcription. The 
rent of ſome land in this pariſh, is from 3os. to 4os. per 
acre; in general, good land is valued at 13s. or 15 8 fer 
acre, and a great deal at 108. ſome at 5 s. and ſome much 
lower. There is but little ground incloſed, except ſome 
about the heritor's houſes, and by a few of the principal far- 
mers; all are convinced of the advantages of incloſures, and 
would generally ſet about incloſing, if they had long enough 
leaſes. There are five alehouſes in the . and one inn 
| in the town of Ellon, 
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NUMBER X. 
PARISH OF LOUDOUN. 
(County of Ayr.) 
By the Rev. Dr GEORGE LAWRIE, 


Name, Extent, &c. 


nifying a royal ſeat, Its name Loudoun is, probably, derive 
ed from a hill in the extremity of the pariſh, called Loudon, 


from the old word low, or fire, and don a hill, Its extent 
from eaſt to weſt is nine Engliſh miles; its breadth towards 


Eagleſham is about ſeven miles; but at the weſt extremity it 


is not above three miles broad. There are four villages in 


the pariſh, firſt Newmilns an antient borough of barony. 
| Their charter of erection the inhabitants obtained from 
James IV. It contains about 1000 inhabitants. The other 


three villages owe their origin and increaſe to the family of ; 
Loudoun, Derville, or Derval, contains about 400 inhabi- 


tants. 


Population, —The number of ſouls in the ſpring 1791, 
Was — £ „ 238 
June 1765 - 6 - 1452 
Increaſe between theſe periods, is — 856 
In Dr Webſter's report the number is 1494 

The 


HE pariſh of Loudoun is ſituated in that part of the 
L ſhire of Ayr called Cunningbam, a Daniſh word ſig- 
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The proportion, at preſent, of males to females, is nearly 
equal, owing to the emigration of young weavers to Glaſgoy 
and Paiſley, and farmers widows reſorting to the villages 


with their daughters, where they are employed in aſſiſting the 
the weavers in winding yarn, clipping, &c. 
Weavers in Newmilns, males 5 „ > 
Ditto females * Pe 
Derval, all males — . 58 ry 
In the other parts of the pariſh w: 20 St 
Weavers in the whole pariſh = — 304 


Some girls begin to weave ſo early as the age of twelve, 
and ſome females have taught their huſbands after marriage, 


Births laſt two years 5 1789 e = 52 


2 M.ales 24? ., 
$1799 Females 32350 


Antiquities —The greateſt curioſity in this pariſh, is the 
foundation of a Druidical temple, on the top of the higheſt 
hill in the pariſh except Loudon hill. The foundation is 
compoſed of large broad whin ſtones. The Archdruid' 
ſanctum ſanforum is ten feet diameter, and more entire than 
the reſt. There are many tumuli or cairns of ſtones in this F 
and Galſton pariſh; two of them have been lately dug up, U 
in which burnt human bones were found; and an urn with 
human bones that had been burnt, was alſo found. A ſtone { 
coffin was likewiſe found, four feet ten inches long, and 
about 19 inches broad. It was full of human bones the 
top was free ſtone, and the ſides whin ſtone. The urn wa ]; 
about fix inches diameter at the mouth, and had no inſcrip 

18 5 tion. 
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ton. The field adjoining is vulgarly called Anchors Field ; 
but in the old charters, its real name is Acorns- Field; 
where, probably, was a . 5 wy OE? in 1 vEneration u by | 
the Dru ids. — 


— 4 1 [4 


The e ſtill remains n the herds and young 
people to kindle fires in the high grounds, in honour of 
Beltan. Beltan, which ir in Gaelic ſignifies Baal, or Belo. fre, 
was antiently the time of this folemnity. 1 K is now kept on 
St Peter 8 ay 8 

A CCB were undoubtedly in poſſeffion of great part, 
of Cunningliam, there are two ruins, ſtill called caſtles, that 
reſemble” Daniſh forts; tlie one in the village of Auldton, 
and the other near Derval, which is more entire, and ſur- 
rounded by a deep ditch, and a place where there appears to 
have been a draw- bridge, and oppoſite to it, a gate that led 
to the caſtle.” The Knights Templars had lands i in this pa- 
riſh, as the names and charters plainly indicate; as Temple- 
Hill, Temple-Derval, neither do they hold of any ſuperior, 
not even of the Crown. Near Derval is a place called 
Glenchapel, but there is not the leaſt veſtige of a church or 
chapel. There are likewiſe the ruins of an antient caſtle be- 
longing to the family of Loudoun, which was burnt 360 
years ago, by the clan Kennedy, who were headed by 'the 
Larl of Caflilis. There is a very old caſtle belonging to the 
ſame family, in the village of Newmilns, {till entire, but 
very ſmall. The houſe of Loudoun i is at a little diſtance in 
4 the woods; 3 which was greatly improved by an addition 
made to it by Chancellor Loudoun, in the year 1622. In 
this houſe there is a library room go feet in length. The 
library conſiſts chiefly of Greek and Roman claſſics, and at 


preſent contains about 10,000 volumes. In the incloſures, 
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near the houſe, is a Druidical ruin. The late Earl John, iq 
digging his garden, found ten braſs cannon quite entire, tw 
feet under the ſurface ; they were about fix pounders, of the 
ſwivel kind, with the Campbell's arms, and are till uſed o 
birth * but we bave no tradition concerning them, 


| Sefaries had Herigers. bene are two Seceding ting 
in the pariſh, one of the ſect of Antiburghers, a and the other of 
the old Covenanters. In this laſt ſe& there are not abore 
fifty, There are about ten or twelve Burgher geceders, 
No family of note has a reſidence in the pariſh, except the 
Counteſs of Loudoun' 's, now a minor, Four fifths of the 
pariſh i is her property. The other heritors, and feuers, are 
numerous, but they all pay feu tp the family of Loudoun, 
- Except Captain Niſbet of Carſin, near ee 


-Charch. —The church is new and in 1 good repair. The 
manſe was built in 1768, and is in good order. The ſtipend tri 
is in meal 76 bolls, bear 12 bolls, at an average L. 69, in ca 
money L. 21, and I. 3:16:8 for communion- elements; in is 
| all L,93:16:8. The glebe is 12 acres. The ſtipend is ven ir 
ill paid; the bear by more than thirty [mall feuers, and the | 


meal likewiſe in ſmall quantities, The money is paid by m 
| ten or twelve tenants ; and the Kipend has not been aug ay 
mepted for 140 years paſt. BE We rs 80 


School be ſchool i is one of the beſt | in the well country, 

It has a flate roof, and a very good accommodation for the | 

| ſchoolmatter above the ſchool- room. The teaching room is 30 * 
feet long by 16 feet within the walls, and 10 feet high. ar 
The ſchoolmaſter's falary is L. 100 Scots; he has ſeldom lc ty 
than 60 ſcholars, and often above 80 or go. He teaches ar 
chiefly Engliſh, at 155 6d. per quarter; with the addition of cc 

| — prithingt6 


_ 2} -£  w# 
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arithmetic and writing; it is 2s, 6d. per quarter. He teaches 
alſo menſuration and book-keeping ; his payments for bap- 
tiſms; ſefſion-clerk, and marridges, a few RY His whole 
income is not above L. 30. 


Climate, Ty and Diſeaſes, —This pariſh is ſituated at 
the extremity of the fine ſtrath upon the river of Irvine, It 
is bounded by very high hills on the north and ſouth, We 


| have much rain, but very little ſnow. The narrow ſtrath 


from eaſt to weſt forms a kind of ventilator, which, un- 
doubtedly, contributes greatly to the health of the inba- 
bitants. Except ſmall-pox and meaſles, I never knew an 
epidemic, or what deſerved that name. I never ſaw an ague, 
and ſcarcely ever an infectious fever; a putrid fever never; a 
purple fever carried off ſeveral people about 20 years ago, 
from improper management, by immediately bleeding, which 
was found to be very fatal by thoſe of the Faculty who firſt 
tried it. Some years ago, nine children died of a diſeaſe 
called the cls ng. or croup. The diſeaſe that is moſt frequent 
is the conſumption. Scrophula or white ſwelling is frequent 
ſrom poor living, and fedentary life, and bad air in weaver's 
ſhops, where they never have a fire. There ate a few re- 
markable inſtances of longevity. Lady Loudoun died at the 
age of 100 in 1779, and enjoyed all her faculties to the laſt, 
Several people die above go, and many above 80. Inocula- 
tion is gradually coming into uſe ; and is always ſucceſsful. 


Agriculture. The time of ſowing oats, is from the end of 
March to the end of April; and immediately when the oats 
are ſown, the bear is begun to be ſown, which is finiſhed be- 
twixt the middle and end of May. We ſow very little peaſe, 
and no beans, or wheat. Every perſon, whether in town or 
wn; Plaats a few Potatoes, Some few farmers ſow rye. 

X grals, 
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graſs, and a ſmall proportion of red or white clover for Ray, 

or cut graſs. The late John Earl of Loudoun, ſucceeded his 
father in the year 1731, and deſerves the name of the father 
of agriculture in this part of the ſhire. He had both a great 
taſte, and great quickneſs of parts. He prudently began 
with making roads through the pariſh, as early as the year 
17333 and an excellent bridge was, by his influence, built 
over Irvine water; and the road from thence, and from his 
houſe to Newmilns, was the firft made road in the ſhire of 
Ayr, which was done by the ſtatute work. He remembered 
when there was neither cart nor waggon in the pariſh, but 
his father's, Earl Hugh, and his factor's. Now there arc 
above 250 in the pariſh, beſides waggons for leading grain, 
peats, &c. Formerly they carried home their grain in 
{ledges or cars, and their coals on ſmall horſes. At the ſame 
period Earl John began to plant and incloſe; he is ſaid 
to have planted above one million of trees. The trees 
are moſtly aſh, elm, oak, and many of them are of a 
great ſize. One crop of hoop-wiltows from a ſmall inclo- 
ſure of three roods, ſold for L. 27. The weeding and thin- 
ning the plantations of elm, and aſh, &c. yield from two to 
three hundred pounds annually, Many afh and elm trees 
ſell at one, two, and ſometimes three guineas. They were 
all planted from the year 1723, progreſſively, to the yer 
1775. The number of farms planted and incloſed, are about 
fifty, incloſed and ſubdivided into ſmall farms, from 20 to 30 
acres each; in all about 6000 acres. Add to this about 1570 
acres; the whole of which is incloſed, and amounts to 
7570 acres, including 95 acres of natural wood, and 250 


acres of planted ground. About 1000 acres in ſheep farms ex 
are not yet incloſed, | 1 N 
| B 


Lime and Coal, — There are, in different parts of the inclo- pe 
{ures 
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fates, all withim a mile or half a mile of the manſion-houſe, 
five or fix lime quarries, ſome of them nine feet thick; and very 
near the ſurface, and not interrupted by water. The whole 
ground round the manſion houſe is full of coal: two ſeams, 
one a little below the other, have been worked to great ad- 
vantage, (eſpecially of late, as the demand has increaſed by 
the lime-works, and the increaſe of the number and riches 
of the inhabitants,) yielding; annually about L. 200. of profit. 
But, a few years ago, the pits were ſo rapidly filled with 
water, that the tutors of the Counteſs were obliged to cauſe 
erect a fire engine, which coft near L. 1000 ; but it anſwer- 
ed the end, and the coal is of immenſe benefit to the pariſh, 
and to the farmers for burning lime. There are five draw- 
kilns, which, when going, would produce 240 bolls of lime 
in 24 hours. The lime is ſold to the country, at from 5 d. 
to 6d; per boll, and to the tenants upon the eſtate of Lou- 
doun, at 42 d. per boll, of five Wincheſter dann, with one 
year's credit to the induſtrious tenant. 


Sbeeß.— There are only four ſheep farms in the pariſh, 
containing about 60 ſcore. Nine farms keep ſheep, and are 
partly arable. In thefe the number is about 50 ſcore; and 
in the other farms, not belonging to the eſtate of Londoun, 
about 32 ſcore. The ſheep are all black faced, and have 
coarſe wool, which ſells at ſeven or eight ſhillings per 
ſtone tron weight, 


Fuel, Soil, &. There are nearly 10,000 acres in the 
pariſh, and three fourths of the land are arable. There are 
extenſive moſſes. The inhabitants of Newmilns and Dervall, 
Cc. raiſe and fell peats at 10 d. and 1s. per ſmall waggon. 
But the ready acceſs to coal has diminiſhed the demand for 
Peats. The ſoil, in general, is a OK _ loam, and much. 
| improved 
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improved by lime; and a ſmall part is light and gravely, 
The rent of the arable land, about thirty years ago, mij 
from 58. to 105. it is now from 108. to L. 1: 4: 0 per acre; 
near the villages an acre n 550 and ſome acres thret 
l 5 | | | 


Prices 7 Horſes, Labour, and Servants 17 e 
horſes, twenty years ago, ſold from L. 10 to L. 16, and now 
from L. 16 to L. 25: The wages of men ſervants are now L.; 
and L. 8 annually. Some labourers, that have houſes in the 
villages, or near farmers houſes, are occaſionally employed. 
Their wages in winter are 18. or 8 d. and their viduals, in 
ſummer 18. 2d. Maſons of late receive 18. 8 d. per day, 
and houſe-carpenters 18. 6d. beſides their victuals. Women 
ſervants receive from L. 1: 5 to L. 1: 15 per half year. Ther 
are about 100 ploughs 1 in the pariſh, mottly of the old Scot 
kind, with improvements; Milk cows fell, near the time of 
calving, from five to ſeven or eight guineas. 


Produce and Prices of Grain. The pariſh produces mort 
proviſions than ſerve the inhabitants. The tenants tranb 
port meal, butter, cheeſe, and veal, to Edinburgh, Glaſgon, 
and Paiſley, &c. The average price of meal is 114 d. pn 
peck, for twenty years paſt z bear 19 8. per boll of eight 
buſhels, for the ſame period. Butter from 108. to 128. fel 
ſone,—ſkimmed milk cheeſe, when perfectly new, gives 35. 46. 
and in winter 4s, per ſtone tron weight; ſweet milk cheeſe 
is from 6s. to 8s. per ſtone. Butcher meat of all kinds never {cl 
high in our little village; whenever it is high, every thing 
carried to the great towns. Lamb, when early, is ſold fron 
10s. to 20s. ; veal brings 8 d. per pound, &c. It is a pro: 
fitable branch to the farmer to fatten his early calves; when 
two or three months old, they bring from L. 2 to L. 4 2 

| 10 


Nur. There are no ſums of money mortified for the 
poor. The heritors, miniſter, and ſeſſion, have a joint meet- 
ing annually, and appoint the penſions for the poor, general- 
y from 1 8. to 25. weekly, In the interval, betwixt the an- 


annuitants. The conduct of the poor is examined at each 
annual meeting. The ſchoolmaſter is allowed from the 
funds, wages for poor ſcholars. The whole expence annually 
amounts to L. 50, The funds chiefly ariſe from the weekly 


©». «I, 2 ce. 


church. The truſtees of Lady Loudoun allow generally 
L 10 annually to the poor's funds, 


en 


nual meeting, the ſeſſion, from time to time, takes in new 


collections, the mort- cloth money, and the ſeat - rents of the 
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of Coldingham had a chapel of eaſe here, and that it wa 


Ham, are indented, and very irregular. About one half of 
the lands are let in two farms, viz. Linthill, and Beanrigg, 


borough of barony. Mr Home of Wedderburn, our preſent 
The yearly rent is from 25 s. to 40 8. per acre Engliſh. There 


and the rents are near double of what they were then. [kt 


| a 0 
W net NUMBER XI. m = 
PARISH OF. ee 4h 


By the Rev. Mr GzorGs Top. 


Extent, Soil, Surface, We | | 
HIS pariſh is of ſmall extent, not exceeding 800 acre 
Engliſh meaſure. It was part of the priory of Cold. 
3 and before the Reformation, it is ſaid, that the prior 


erected into a pariſh, no ſooner than in the reign of King 
James VI. This pariſh is about a mile ſquare, including the 
farm of Highlaws, but its marches with thoſe of Colding: 


The reſt are poſſeſſed by the inhabitants of Eyemouth, in 
ſmall parks and acre-dale. The feuers, ſmall heritors, who 
are alſo mechanics, poſſeſs their own lands, Eyemouth is3 


repreſentative in Parliament, is the ſuperior, and is alſo pro: 
prietor of more than nine tenths of the land in the pariſh, 


1s not one foot of bad or waſte ground. The lands were al 
open twenty years ago; but they are now almoſt all incloſed, 


oll, in general, is good, and produces every ſort of grain, c 
e l 
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a good alley; as well as ſown graſs, turnips, and potatoes. 
T he climate is dry, and perhaps as little rain falls here, as in 
any other part of Scotland. 


Antiquities —Here are the remains of a regular fortification 
upon a ſmall promontory ſtretching out to the ſea, which is 
{aid to have been erected by the Earl of Hertford, afterwards 
Duke of Somerſet, when going to invade Scotland, while he 
held the regency, in the minority of Edward VI. It was de- 
moliſhed by treaty in Queen Mary's reign, ſoon after the 
battle of Pinkie. Though all the rocks along the coaſt are 
of the common hard whinſtone, yet the promontory, upon 
which this fortification has been built, conſiſts of what is called 


ez pudding lone. It 1s remarkably hard, and will cut like mar. 
0 ble, and even ſtands the fire. The two piers were built 
* of it, which ſtand both weather and water without the leaf 
a appearance of waſte, 

1 

he Harbour and Trade. — At the beginning of this century, 
8˙ Eyemouth was a mere fiſhing town; but, after the Union, it 
o gradually increaſed ; and, owing to its vicinity to England, it 
1 became remarkable for ſmuggling; but that pernicious trade 


being much quaſhed, the gentlemen of this county, amongſt 
their firit improvements, erected a pier on the welt fide 
of the harbour, about the year 1750, that coſt about L. 20co, 
which was raiſed by ſubſcription ; and, about the year 15750, 
* another pier was built upon the eaſt fide of the harbour, 


which coſt above L. 2500; which laſt pier was s Planned and 
executed by Mr Smeaton. 


© The harbour of Eyemouth,” Mr Smeaton remarks, “ lies 
at the corner of a bay, in which fhips can work in and out at 


Ul times of tide, or lie at an anchor ſecure from ail winds, 
Vor. III. P 
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except the northerly and north eaſterly, From this circum, 
ſtance, its ſituation ſeems very advantageous : But, as the 
mouth of the river or harbour lies open to the northerly 
winds, ſhips cannot lie in ſafety therein, without going up 
beyond the elbow of the preſent quay, where the water being 
{ſhallower by ſeveral feet, and the breadth much contradted, 
the harbour is not only defective in point of capacity, but in 
ſafety alſo ; for, at a full ſea, (the mouth being wide), the 
ſea tumbles in with ſo much impetyoſity, that great ſeas find 
their way round the elbow, and make the veſſels, even there, 
lie not ſo quiet as is to be wiſhed, In order, therefore, not 
only to enlarge the harbour, but very greatly to increaſs 
the ſafety of veſſels lying therein, it is propoſed to build: 
north pier tq defend the harbour's mouth ; and, to this end, 
nature has furniſhed a ledge of rocks, not only capable of 
making the moſt excellent of all foundations for ſuch a pier, 
but in as advantageous a direction as could be wiſhed ; upon 
which a pier is propoſed to be built according to the plans 
accompanying this Report: For, according to the direction 
therein ſpecified, the harbour will be defended from all ſuch 
ſeas as annoy the bay; and the only points from whence the 
harbour could be affected by ſeas coming in through ti 
mouth, is land locked by the points of the bay; ſo that the 
harbour will, in its whole extent, be perfectly ſafe in all winds, 
It is alſo to be noted, that the ſame circumſtances which con- 
cur to make the harbour ſafe i in all winds, afford the means 
of veſſels getting in and out in all winds ; and this proceed 
from the entry into the harbour lying nearly at a right ang} 
with the direction into and out of the bay, It alſo is a great 
advantage that there is a good flow of tide, which at ſpring 
tides is ſaid to be twenty feet; and there is at the loweſt eb 
ſeveral feet of water, at low water, between the propoſed 

pier! heads; ſo that there will be ſeldom leſs at neip tides than 
5 flüxteen 


of Eyemouth; e 


ſixteen or ſeventeen feet of water in the harbour; which is 
capable of receiving veſſels from three to four hundred tons, 
according as they are more flat, or more ſharp built, and 

which afterwards can, upon a preater flow of tide, be got into 
2 more advantageous birth. Another advantage to the exe- 
cuting the propoſed deſign ariſes from a great quantity of 
rough rocks that lie at the north weſterly point of the bay, 
very proper for building the outſides of the body of the pier, 
the inſides of which may be done with rough ſtones, won or 
blaſted from the rocks, neighbouring to that upon which the 
pier is propoſed to be built, By this means, the pier may be 
executed at a trifle of expence, in proportion to the extent and 
utility of the deſign ; for the rocks, that are repreſented with- 
in the intended pier, will be removed and made ſmooth, fo as 
to procure an addition of harbour-room at little or no charge, 
as they will be uſed within the pier. When this is done, there 
will be an addition of harbour-room in the ſpace between the 
elbow before mentioned and the pier-heads, capable of hold- 
ing thirty ſhips of middling fize, with ſufficient paſſage; and 
which, in time of war, will be very ufeful on this coaſt, not 
only for the refuge of coaſters from the enemy, but, in bad 
weather, for privateers, and the fmaller ſized veſſels acting oſ- 
fenſisely.“ 


Previous to the erection of the firſt pier, there was very 
little fair trade carried on; but, ever ſince it was built, much 
corn and meal have been brought into the county, and ſhipped 
here, for Leith and other markets, to the extent of 20,000 
bolls annually, and, in ſome years, more than double that 
quantity, For ſeveral years paſt, there has not been a fingle 
ſmuggler reſiding in this pariſn. The former dealers in that 
illicit trade are now all dead, or removed to diſtant parts. 
Not one of them died rich, and the far greateſt part of them 

5 | 5 decame 
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became. bankrupt. For twenty years and upwards, we have 
had at leaſt two wholeſale merchants, who import wood, iron, 


flax, tar, and other foreign goods. There is one good inn, 
and too many alehouſes. 


Manufacture. We have no manufactory here; nor is 
there any in the whole county, except two paper-mills, one 
near Dunſe, and the other near Ayton. 


Fiſbing.— There are only fix fiſhing crews in this plate, 
who take abundance of fiſhes, the greater part of which are 
carried to Edinburgh. But, in place of fix, there is room for 
fixty boats, as our coaſt abounds with fiſhes of all kinds, 
and of a good quality, We have alſo a herring fiſhery; 
and, in ſome years, millions are caught; and, after ſerving 
the country demand, the reſt are partly ſalted, and made into 
what are called 2vh:7e Herring, and partly manufactured into 
red herrings, and both are ſent to London, and foreign 
parts, where they generally bring a good profit. Formerly 
they - caught the herrings at what they called the Ground 
Drove, which laſts only a few days; but now they allo fil 
for them by a Float Drove, which laſts for ſome months; 10 
that they now get ten times the number they got formerly, 
and the herrings are of a far better quality, becauſe they ne- 
ver come to the ground till they are about to ſpawn. 


Fuel.— There is no other fuel than coal. If we were not 
almoſt prohibited from ſupplying ourſelves with Scottiſh coals 
with one of the moſt unreaſonable duties that ever was im- 
poſed, viz. 3s. 4d. a ton, no other coals would be uſed, 
We complain of another grievance. This port is a branch 
of the Cuſtomhouſe of Dunbar, and our merchants are oblt 

ged to go there, which is a diſtance of 20 miles, to report & 
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very cargo, and get ſufferances to load or unload, and there- 
after to go back again for cockets and clearances, which is at. 
tended with much dangerous delay, and no ſmall expence. 


Diſeaſes, —The air here is reckoned healthy, We are not 
afflicted with any infectious or epidemical diſeaſes, except the 
ſmall-pox, the bad effects of which have of late been pre- 
| rented by inoculation. The only complaints that prove mor- 
tal in this place, are different kinds of fevers and conſumptions z 
and theſe are moſtly confined to the pooreſt claſs of people, 
and aſcribed to their ſcanty diet. 


_ Population, At preſent, there are about 1000 ſouls in the 


; pariſh, In Dr Webſter's Report, the number is 792. 
Births in the pariſh, Deaths, 

, in 1788 20 in 19788 17 
b in 17839 35 in 1789 10 
7 in 1790 19 mn 1790. 7 


Church, —The ſtipend is partly victual and money, and ariſes 
partly from teinds of fiſhes, which being ſo variable, cannot 
well be eſtimated, The glebe conſiſts of about ten acres of good 
land, and may be eſtimated at fifteen guineas yearly. The 
manſe and church are in bad repair. There are no Papiſts 
nor Epiſcopals in the pariſh, and only ten or twelve Seceders. 


Prices of labour, — The wages of wrights and mafons are 
from 1 8. 4 d. to 1 8. 8 d. a day; of labourers, from 10 d. to 
IS; labouring ſervants within the houſe from L. 6 to L. 7. 


fer annum; a maid-ſervant receives about 30 8. the half- 
year, 


A 


Miſcellaneous 
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Mi 22 obſervations. — There is great plenty of ſea- Watt 
thrown in here, the coarſeſt part of which is applied for mz. 
nuring the lands, and the fineſt part is manufactured into 
kelp. There are very few law-pleas or diſputes in this ja. 
th, becauſe we have only one writer. 


NUMBER 


NUMBER XI. 
PARISH OF LINT ON. 
(County of Roxburgh.) 


By the Rev. Mr ANDREW OGILVIE. 


Situation, Extent, &c. 


ſynod of Merſe and Teviotdale, is nine miles long and 
three broad. The clergy, it is well known, when they had 
power, were not inattentive to their own intereſt : There is 
not perhaps a more agreeable rural retreat than they have here 


ground not above one third of the value. 


weſt by Kail water, and as they riſe only a few inches above it, 


ſpacious plain was under water. This beautiful ſtrath, with 
the ſurrounding hills, forms a large baſon. It reaches into 
two adjacent pariſhes, and conſiſts of about 12 or 1500 acres, 
The 300 acres, mentioned above, conſiſt of a deep ſtrong 
clay. It raiſes young cattle, when laid down in graſs, or 
great crops of grain, when the ſeaſon permits the labour of 
it. The rent is about one guinea per acre, and all of it is 
ineloſed. The ground riſing out of flood · mark to the eaſt 


for 
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choſen for their reſidence, The air, in the oppoſite extre- 
mity of the diſtrict, is colder by many degrees, and the 


3 ſoil varies greatly; 300 acres are bounded on the 


are much expoſed to inundations. In 1781, moſt of this 
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for two miles produces more certain crops. Ie is a dry red 
ſand ; one fourth cf the arable land is annually allotted to 


the production of turnips, which, in quality, yield to none in 
this country. 


Hills, —There is only one hill which, in the plains of Ba. 
bylon, would be an Atlas, but is reduced to a hillock, by the 
adjacent mountains of the Cheviot. The plough has found 
its way almoſt to the top of it; but as the uſe of lime wa 


not known, the inereaſe, it is probable, would be both ſcanty 
and precarious. 


Lechs. — There are two lochs in this pariſh; the one is 
much drained, and ſo choaked with reeds, as greatly to in- 
commode the angler in his attempts upon the large trout it 
contains. The other covers a ſpace of more than 30 acres, 
is of an oblong form, acceſſible at the verge, and exhibits a 
beautiful ſheer of water, It contains no fiſh but eels; ſome 
of them are of the filver kind. A moſs of great extent and 
depth, confines its water to the weſt 5 but the peats are of a 
bad quality. The fuel, therefore, is moſtly coal from Nor- 
thumberland. 


Agriculture — Is here conducted with great dexterity. 
Turnip is reckoned a good fallow; near one fourth of the 
| arable land is laid down with this uſeful root, which ha 
turned winter into ſummer, not only by keeping the price of 
meat nearly equal through the year, but alſo by clothing the 
fields with a beautiful green in the coldeſt ſeaſon; 500 gui 
neas would ſcarcely purchaſe what is here raiſed annually. 
Stock of every delcription is thereby greatly advanced. Wool 
is ſeldom ſold above 18 8. per itone; perhaps the white miſ 
be reckoned a little higher. The number of ſheep is about 
| 3000 


of Linton. 121 


3000. Being equi-diſtant from Edinburgh and Morpeth, the 
fat beaſts are ſome years divided almoſt equally between theſe 
markets; Some incloſe their ſheep, in the ſummer nights, 
with moveable fences, which are occaſionally removed, and 
the place lately occupied is directly ploughed, to preſerve the 
manure in its ſtrength, Much of the ſheep paſture has been 
ploughed, and laid down with ſown graſs and lime. Thirty 


ploughs, with two horſes each, perform the agricultural work 


of this pariſh. 


Population, —It is often mentioned with regret that there 
is a conſiderable decreaſe of his Majeſty's ſubjects in this pa- 


riſh; 40 years ago it conſiſted of 27 farmers, the patron, and 


miniſter z now there are only 12, three of whom, with the 
patron, do not reſide. Of the reſiding farmers, only three 


are married. The number of bouſfes is reduced to 55, con- 


taining 283 perſons above eight years old; and about 100 
children beſides, fo that the number is ſuppoſed to be greatly 
diminiſhed, In Dr Webſter's report, however, the popula- 


tion is ſtated at only 413 ſouls; the decreaſe upon the whole, 


therefore, is not above 16. There have been four marriages, 
ten births, and fix burials, annually, upon an avcrage, for 
theſe nine years paſt. Three young men inliſted into the 
Train of Artillery laſt year. More than one third of the peo- 
ple are Seceders, There are no other ſectaries in the parith. 


Poor, The following authentic extratls from the ſede- 


runts of heritors meetings, for the laſt 47 years, will ſhow 


the ſtate of the poor. The aſſeſſment only of every 5th or 
6th year ſince the commencement in 1744 is here ſtated, al- 
though the charge and number of poor at every meeting is 
regularly inſerted in the records. 
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Aſfeſſmnent for the poor of Linton pariſh. 


Number of Paupers. Aſſeſſment. 
"a 1744 „ 
4 in 1749 "IS 
EET . 13 
= in 1761 15 
12 in Ws, ve | 
9 in 1771 28 
10 in „ 29 
11 in 1780 209 
11 3 42 
14 in 1789 44 
14 in 1 46 


This aſſeſſment, ſo diſproportionate to the preſent popula 
tion, is partly owing to two young men of deranged intel. 
Jes, who are ſupported at the rate of above L. g per annun, 
None of the poor are mendicants, although there are many 
of this deſcription, chiefly from market towns, as far « 
Edinburgh. | 


Church.—The glebe is nearly eight Scotch acres, two df 
which, laſt ſeaſon, in wheat, ſold for L. 20. The ſtipend 
L. 80, and three chalders of victual. The manſe and office 
houſes are all new. covered with blue ſlate. The patron i 
John Pringle Eſq; of Clifton. More than one half of the 
| pariſh belongs to him. His houſe at Park, to the weſt of the 
church, is pleaſantly ſituated in the centre of a plantation of 
30 acres of trees. „ 


| Miſcellaneous Obfervations, = The rent of the pariſh | 
L. 2113 Sterling, and the largeſt farm yields L. 400 p! 
annum. In repairing the church lately, there was found! 


dg 


large grave containing 50 ſculls, all equally decayed, ſome of 
them cut with the ſtroke of violence, belonging (it is ſuppo- 
ſed) to perſons ſlain in ſome border fight, of which there 
| were many in this neighbourhood, Over one of the church 
doors, 2 man on horſeback is cut in ſtone, killing, with 
a ſpear, 2 fierce animal; it is ſaid to be the laſt that in- 
feſted this diſtrict, when the woods were cut down, It 


ſeems to have been a deed of valour, as the memorial of it, 


we are told, is preſerved on the creſt of Lord Sommerville's 


arms, whoſe anceſtars once poſſeſſed a large eſtate in this 
pariſh. It is proper to mention another curioſity in the centre 


of this diſtrict; five or fix ſtones form a circle about the ſize 


of a cock-pit, called the Ty: Here the parties that made in- 


curſions into Northumberland, uſed to meet; but when thoſe 
that came firſt could not wait for the arrival of their com- 
panions, they cut with their ſwords upon the turf, the ini- 
tials of their names, the head of the letters pointing to the 


place whither they were going, that their friends might fel- 


jow them, 
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NUMBER XII. 
PARISH OF GLAMMISS. 
(County of Angus.) 

By the Rev. Me Jux. LyoN, 


Name, Extent, and Surface. 


HE modern name of this pariſh is Glammi/5, but its 
etymology is unknown. It lies in the preſbytery 
of Forfar, and ſynod of Angus and Mearns, It is about 12 
miles in length, and the greateſt breadth is 5 miles; but in 

ſome places it is hardly one. The greateſt part of this px 
riſh is flat country, and lies in the heart of Strathmore, 
which is an extenſive plain, ſituated at the foot of the Gram- 
pian mountains, and remarkable for its fertility. Large 
Plantations of trees, together with the fields regularly divi- 
ded and fenced by hedge rows, make the country round ex- 
ceedingly beautiful. Part of this pariſh is rocky and moun- 
tainous, and the Sidlie hills run along the ſouth ſide of it, 
They are covered with heath, and are not remarkably 
high. 


Soil. The ſoil is in general good. It has been well cult. 
vated, and produces plentiful crops. About 60 years ag0, 
the people were ſunk in ſloth and indolence; but a variet) 


af cauſes have concurred to call forth their vigour, and to 
rouſe 


rouſe them inte action. Improyements have been, and ſtill 
are, carried on with ardour and ſueceſs. The diſcovery of 
marle has wonderfully contributed to 98 e in 
„ nts HO 056 


| Fuel, —Amidſt the many advantages which the people 

here enjoy, the: want of fue] is a great inconvenience. They 
generally uſe peats, of which there are plenty in different 
moſſes; but they are dug at a conſiderable exyence, and will 
ſoon be exhauſted· Some tranſport coals from Dundee, the 
neareſt ſea-port town, which is-twelve miles diſtant from 

Glammiſs. This: defect, however, will in a ſhort time be 
| ſupplied by the extenſive woods planted. by the late Karl of 
Strathmore, which are in a very thriving condition, * are 
| great ornament to the ne 


Degen. The air | is * RY and neither very heal - 
thy, nor very unhealthy. Agues and melancholy habits 
are not much, known here. Fevers and conſumptions are 
the moſt prevalent diſtempers, owing, it is ſuppoſed, to the 
moiſture occaſioned by the hills to the ſouth, and: the great 
| quantity of n We have no mineral ſprings of any 
mags! - Stock: 


Rivers and Eiben. The river Dean, a deep running water, 
is ſupplied from the lake of Forfar. The Kerbet, and the | 
burn of Glammiſs, run through the pariſh, and abound with: 
plenty of fine- red. trout. There is a very conſiderable lake 
in the eaſt end of the pariſh, near Forfar, called the Loch of 
Furfar, It originally contained 140 acres ;: but 60 of theſe 
have been drained, and a great quantity of marle and peat: 
| have been dug out, which has proved very advantageous to 
the Earl of Strathmore, the proprietor, When the lake 

was 


Wi Griined;h number of curious eee 
mmm mme 


A —Within Aa few ey of the manſe of Glai 
miſs, there is an obeliſk, of rude deſign, erected, as is gene. 
rally ſuppoſed, in memory of the murder of Malcolm Il. 
King of Scotland. On one fide of the monument, there ax 

figures of two men, who, by their attitudes, ſeem to by 
forming the bloody conſpiracy. A lion and a centaur, o 
the upper part, repreſent the ſhocking barbarity of the crime 
On the reverſe, ſeveral forts of filhes are engraven, as a ſym. 
bolical repreſentation of the lake, in which, by miſſing thei 
way, the afſaſſins were drowned. In a neighbouring field, then 
js a ftone on which are delineated a variety of ſymbolical cu. 
racters ſimilar to thoſe already mentioned, and intended, as is 
ſuppoſed, to expreſs the ſame facts. At the diſtance of ont 
mile from Glammiſs, near a place called Coflans, there is an 
obeliſk, not leſs curious than either of the two preceding 
monuments. It is vulgarly called St Orland's Stone, No 
probable conjecture has been formed relating to the facts de. 
Bgned to have been perpetuated by it. On one ſide is a crols 
rudely flowered and chequered; on the other, four men on 
Horſeback appear to be making the utmoſt deſpatch. One 
of the horſes is trampling under foot a wild boar; and, on 
the lower part of the ſtone, there is the figure of an animal 
ſomewhat like a dragon. It has been thought that theſe 
fymbols repreſent officers of juſtice in purſuit of Malcolm's 
murderers. There is a fortification on the ſummit of a hil, 
two miles ſouth-weſt from Glammiſs, known by the name of 
Denon Eafile, It probably was deſigned for a place of re 
treat in times of danger. It is encompaſſed by a wall, ſuppo- 
| Ted to have been 27 feet high, and 30 broad. There art 


two entries, one to the ſouth-eaſt, and another to the nor- 
00 c veſt 


"Jo 


P24 


weſt, The whole circumference i is about : 340 Engliſh yards; 
but, although this wall be much defaced, and almoſt covered 
vith graſs, yet there are eyident traces of buildings in the 
intermediate ſpace. The only other work of antiquity in 
the pariſh, is the Caſtle of Glhammiſs. This venerable 

ture, the property of the Earl of Strathmore, and his chief 
ſeat in Scotland, is of very antient date. For ſome time it 
remained in the hands of the crown; and, in the year 1372, 


ite, who not long after received his daughter in marriage, 


pariſh, there is near the village of Glammiſs a freeſtone 
quarry, the ſtones of which are very durable, and are excel- 


= 


of fine gray ſlate quarries, in different places, belonging to 
the Earl of Strathmore and Lord Douglas, About twenty 
years ago, an attempt was made to find out a lead mine near 
the village of Glammiſs. It was wrought a conſiderable 


= © &o E 


liſted in. 


| Cale—A conſiderable number of fine cattle are fed in 
this pariſh. One dealer in this article is often poſſeſſed of 


> = 8 N 


ms FAN to the Englith market. 


of cds th year 1783, the number of fouls in 
re- be pariſh amounted to about 2040. In Dr Webſter's Re- 
p0- port, the number is 1780. From the Regiſter, it appears 
are that, in the year 1718, there were 63 baptiſms, in the year 


the {ke in 1750) 60. In the year 1784, there were 
elt. : GE 


it was granted by Robert II. to J. Lyon, his ſpecial favour- 
Since its original conſtruction, it has been greatly enlarged. 


| Yuarries—Beſides other quarries of inferior note in the 


lent for building and for millſtones. There are abundance © 


time, and ſome ore was found; but the ſcheme was not per- 


ten thouſand pounds worth of cattle at a time, moſt of which, 
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51 buptifins; 36 burials, and 14 marriages, In 1986, 1 


baptiſms, 38 burials, 17 marriages. ' From the iſt of O. 
ber 1789, to the iſt of October 1990, there were 42 baptiſng, 
37 burials, and 16 marriages. There are a number of vill. 
ges in this pariſh, The village of Glammifs contains about 


$00 ſouls; the Newtown of Glammiſs about 140; Arnefon 


80; Cotterton of Hayſton 48 ; Nether-Handeck 39; Mil, 
town of Glen-Ogilvie 67 ; and Cottertown of Drumglye 120 
The number of farmers in the pariſh is about 80; ſome df 
their farms are extenſive, and others but ſmall. The num. 


ber of weavers and manufacturers is about 70. 


| Heritors, 9. —The pariſh is divided nee four her 
tors, the Earl of Strathmore, Lord Douglas, William Doug 
las of Brigtown, and Mr Henderſon of Rochilhill. Lon 
Strathmore's eſtate contains about 6000 acres. Thie preatel 
part of the unarable ground conſiſts of thriving plantations 
to the extent of about 1000 acres. The yearly rent may te 
from L. 250 to L. 3000 Sterling. The value of land, on 
this eſtate, has riſen conſiderably within theſe fifteen year, 
One farm, in particular, which was rented at L. 52 twelit 


years ago, now gives L. 300. The rental of the eſtated 


Lord Douglas in this pariſh is about L. 500, an advancel 
rent from L. 200 fince the year 1970. The whole of this 
eſtate contains about 3000 acres. The eſtate of Mr Doug: 
las of Brigtown in this pariſh contains about 70 acres, and the 


_ preſent rental is about L. 50. The eſtate of Rochilhill con. 
tains above 200 acres, and brings about L. 70 yearly ren 
The pariſh ſupplies itſelf with proviſions, and generally ſend 
a conſiderable quantity of meal and barley to different pats 


of the country. 


Church,—The Earl of Strathmore is patron of the pril. 
Thi 
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The ſtipend is, of money, L. 52 15 : 6, with 40 bolls of 
meal, and 16 bolls of barley. The glebe contains rather 
more than fix acres and a half, and is worth 40 8. an acre. 


Mager —The' expence of a labouring ſervant is generally 
about L. 8 or L. 9 a year, with fix bolls and a half of meal. 


| Maid-ſervants wages are about L, 3, befides maintenance. 


Poor.— The number of poor ſupplied from the funds of 


| the pariſh are about twenty, beſides others who receive cha- 


rity occaſionally. The kirk ſeſſion have a number of ſeats 
in the church at their diſpoſal, for which they draw about 


L. ) annually. The average of weekly collections is 10 8. 


6d. The ſeſſion have alſo about L. 200 at intereſt. 
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NUMBER XV. 
PARISH OF DYCE, 
(County of Aberdeen.) 
By the Rev. My WILLIAM W IL son. 


Situation. 


= YCE lies about five miles north-weſt of Aberdeen, 


| It is bounded by Newhills on the ſouth, Newmachar 


on the eaſt, Fintray on the north, and Kinellar on the weſt. 
There is a hill, which runs quite croſs the pariſh, from ſouth 
to north, called Tyre-baggar, or perhaps, rather Tyre-beggor, 
as formerly the road from Garioch to Aberdeen, went oyer 
the middle of it, which muſt have been very tireſome to 
travellers. Now the poſt-road goes along the ſouth end, 
which is more eaſy. 


 _ Sail, —As the pariſh is hilly, there are many different ſoil 

in it. Along the fide of the river Don, there is excellent 
deep mould, which produces fine crops of barley, oats, and 
peaſe; and ſome wheat has been tried of late, which anſwers 
very well. Towards the hill, about a mile from the river 

ſide, it is a black light mould, and produces but very indif- 
ferent crops, The hill is covered with heath ; and as there 
is no other fuel, but what turf can be got on it, it is ver) 
much exhauſted. There are three plantations of fir trees 


upon 


up 


Ba 


Baronet. 


Agriculture —Agriculture advances here rapidly; the peo- 
| ple ſee the advantages of lime for their ground, which, in 
general, anſwers well; and is brought from the neigh» 
bourhood of Aberdeen. They likewiſe fee the advantage of 
incloſures, of which there are great numbers in the pariſh. 
The nature of the air is dry and healthy. The people are 
ſtrong, and generally live long. ; oy EN 


Antiquities —On the 335 72 one SE, the hills belon ging to 
Tyre-baggar, there is a Druidical temple, It' conſiſts of ten 
long ſtones Placed in a circular form , the diameter of it is 
about 24 feet. The higheſt of the ſtones, which ſtand on 


loweſt, which are on the north ſide, four and a half. There is 
one ſtone placed on its edge, betwixt the two ſouthmoſt 


ſtones, and ;of great bulk; There are ſeveral cairns within 
| the pariſh, but though they have their names, I can learn no 


the tops and fides of the different hills, ſcattered here and there, 


engagements. in theſe places, and that the {lain have been 
buried under theſe heaps of ſtones. There is another lon 8 
ſtone about 9 feet high, which is called the Gouch fone, ir 
memory, as the country people report, of one Gouch a ge- 
neral, who was ſlain there. 


Church,—The pariſh church is fed to have been dedicated 


of the doors of the church ſtands a {tone cut like a trough, 
which 


of Dyces - 131 
| upon this bill: two of them goed to Sir William Forbes, 


the ſouth fide, are about nine feet above ground. The 
ſtones, which is about fix feet high. They are all rough 


tradition concerning them. There are ſmall cairns too on 


which I cannot account for, but by ſuppoſing there have been 


to St Fergus. The ſtipend is only 5 56 Sterling. At one 
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þ 1 | which has no doubt held the holy water. In the church. yam 
b dyke, there is a ſtone ſix feet high, on the one fide of which 
IS a crucifix diſtinctly cut. 


„ Diners; &'c,—There are no o mineral 1 prings nor grotta 
in the pariſh, nor any kind of ſtone but the common moor. 
tone, which is very good for building, . About 24 years 280 

quarrying and drefling ſtones for paving the ſtreets of Lon. 
don, commenced ; and it has continued ever ſince, almoſt 
without intermiſſion. 
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| Population and Cattle, Ge —Though + the pariſh 3 is of conk- 
derable extent, it is but thinly inhabited. The whole number 
of inhabitants exceeds not 352, of which there are 181 
males and 171 females. Ranked according to their ages, the 
ſtand thus; under 10,723 | betwixt 10 and 20,071 ; be. 
twixt 20 and 50,157; betwixt 50 and 70,—45 3 and be 
twixt 70 and 100, —7. As to births, marriages, and burials 
at an average, there are in the year eight baptiſms, four bu 
rials, and two marriages. There are 70 dwelling houſes 
There are about 24 large, and 46 ſmall farms. There are i 
the pariſh between 700 and 750 cattle. The number of 
ſheep does not exceed 600. 
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Por. There are only five on the liſt at preſent, who get re 
gular ſupplies, four times a- year. They receive from 258 
to 30s. yearly. Poor ſubtenants with numerous families r: 
ceive occaſional ſupplies, from 10s. to 15s. The fund for 
ſupplving our poor arifes from the contributions in the church 
which amount annually to betwixt L. 8 and L. 9; from tht 
intereſt of L. 20 lent ; and from the rent of a loft and 
few pews in the church. £ 


Manner and Diſpoſttons—The r are, on the whole) 
humane, 


humane, ſocial, peaceable, and W They all belong 
to the Preſbyterian eſtabliſhed religion. 


Bridges and Roads.—There are no bridges in the pariſh of 
any note. The roads are not good; they are made and re- 
paired by the ſtatute labour. There are no turnpikes. 


Rent.—The rent of ground varies according to the ſoil. 
The beſt infield near the river, is from 1 5s. to 20s. ber acre. 
The outfield from 58. to 108. per acre. 


Fuel. The fuel made uſe of for fire is chiefly turf. Some 


bring coals from Aberdeen; and a few tenants have peats 
from the moſſes in Fintray and Newmachar. 
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NUMBER XVI 
PARISH OF IN CH. 
5 (County if Wigton.) 

By the Rev. Mr Px TRR FzRGUSSON- 


185 Situation, Name, Extent, and Surface. 
pf * pariſh of Inch is ſituated in the county of Wigton, 
the preſbytery of Stranraer, and ſynod of Galloway. 
Oppoſite to the ſmall village of Inch, where the church nov 
ſtands, is an iſland, whence, in all probability, the pariſh de- 
rived its name; the word for J1/and, in the Gaelic language, 
being ſimilar in ſound to the name of the pariſh. This iflandis 
ſituated in the loch of Caſtle Kennedy, and is about 600 
yards in circumference. In this iſland there was formerly: 
place of worſhip, veſtiges of which are ſtill remaining; and 
it communicated with the land by a cauſeway and dran. 
bridge. The names of places in this pariſh, and, indeed, in 
all the county, are Gaelic ; and are in general characteriſtic 
of the local fituation, or of ſome peculiar circumſtance, 
The pariſh of Inch is nine miles long, and in ſome parts the 
ſame in breadth. About one half of the pariſh conſiſt 
of flat and low land, forming an extenſive plain, which 
ſtretches from Lochryan, nearly to the bay of Luce, On 
the eaſt and north-eaſt of this plain, riſes a beautiful range 
of hills, reaching from one end of the pariſh to the other 
The face of theſe is partly green paſture, and partly _ 


land. Their tops, for ſome miles, are covered with heath, till 
you deſcend on the other fide to the water of Luce, where 
there is excellent paſture, and good arable ground. This 
vater divides the pariſh from Newluce ; diſcharges — into 
Luce bay; and abounds with ſalmon. 


Soil and P reduce, —The ſoil of | buck is various. Near 


fiſts chiefly of a light ſandy ſoil. | The hills abound in moſs. 
By the influence and example of the late Earl of Stair, the 
Inch has undergone a total alteration. It is but juſtice to re- 
mark, that this noble and worthy perſonage, was the great 
promoter of improvement in this part of the country. As 
he poſſeſſed {kill and ability, ſo he acted on an extenſive 
ſcale. He procured proper implements of huſbandry,— 
paired and burnt moſſy grounds,—divided and incloſed his 


ed lime in great quantities both from England and Ire- 
and, Hence what formerly produced only heath, ſoon 
yielded rich crops of corn, The people beheld the benefi- 
cial effects of his meliorations. They were rouſed from in- 
dolence and inactivity. Ignorance and idleneſs ſoon vaniſh- 


ments, a farm which, preceding 1790, was let for the ſum of 
L. 7: 2:6, now rents at . 195; and another, previous to 
the ſame date, was rented at L. 48: 4: 8, and is now let at 
L. 245. The ſame nobleman found his eſtate in this pariſh, 


trees, During the ſpace of twenty years, he planted annual- 


with 


gtranraer, there is a good loam. The reſt of the pariſh con- 
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lands, —drained ſwamps and marſhes, - made excellent roads, 
—tore up large tracks of barren ground, — and import- 
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ed, and labour and induſtry occupied their place. As a 
ſpecimen of the excellent effects of his Lordſhip's improve- 


not only in a great meaſure barren, but alſo naked. He 
therefore clothed and adorned it with large plantations of 


lr, at an average, at leaſt 20,008 trees, chiefly Scots firs, 
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with ſome larix, aſh, beech, &c. The valued rent of Ing 
is L. 5954 Scots. There are farms from L. 10 and under 
to L. 300 rent, The beſt arable land lets at a guinea th 
acre. According to its quality, it rents from 5s. 10s, ay 
15s. to 20s, The quantity of grain annually ſold, may h 
| Rated at 1000 Galloway bolls, or 2000, Linlithgow meaſun 
The crops conſiſt chiefly of oats. Both Poland and Blante 
corn are ſown, of which the former is by far the moſt pro 
ductive. Bear in ſome places anſwers well, and confiderah 
crops are raiſed z alſo ſome wheat, and potatoes in abus 
dance. Few attempt to raiſe flax; it is, however, not u. 
productive in ſome places of the pariſh. Clover and r 
graſs are ſown by the farmers in general, and with great 20 
vantage. Some have been ſucceisful in raiſing turnip. 


Cattle and Sheep, —The Galloway breed of black cattle ar 
_ univerſally known and admired in both kingdoms. They 
are finely ſhaped, and have no horns. Attention to the fix 


and ſhape of the bull is of conſequenee. It is calculatd I 


that there are 2500 head of black cattle in the pariſh d 
Inch, and about 500 ſheep, moſtly of the Scots breed. The 
wool ſells from 10s. to 128. che ſtone. 


Population. — The whole inhabitants of this pariſh amount 
to 1450 ſouls, of which number 701 are males, and 749 f. 
males. In Dr Webſter's report the number was 1513. Tit 
number of children baptiſed in 1790, was 32, of which l 
were males, and 15 females. The number of Seceden 
young and old, may be ſtared at 240. The annual mat- 
riages are eight at an average. 


Lakes, &c. —This pariſh is dat for its freſh wif 


lakes. They are 15 in number; ſome of a larger, and "_ 
1 ; 
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of a leſs extent. They abound in pike, perch, carp, tench, 
roach, white and red trout; and are frequented by a variety 
of water fowl, ſuch as wild ducks, teals, widgeons, coots, and 
cormorants. Swans emigrate from Ireland, particularly in 
ſevere winters, and continue on theſe lakes till ſpring. The 
two lakes of Caſtle-Kennedy are very fine pieces of water, 
in each of which there is an ifland. The lakes are nearly 
parallel; the one a mile, and the other a mile and a half in 
length, and both in ſome parts half a mile broad, 


r 


was burnt by accident in 1715, nor has it ever ſince been re- 
built. The walls of the ruin ſtill ſtanding are 50 feet in 
height, : 


is almoſt ſurrounded by a loch nearly ſimilar in form to a 


N horſe ſhoe. The King is Patron of this pariſh. The living 
15 48 bolls of meal, 16 of bear, Linlithgow meaſure, and 


L. 45 in money, with a manſe and glebe. 


Villages and Antiquities —The Cairn is the only conſider- 
able village in the pariſh, and contains 130 ſouls. It is ſitu- 
| ated on the ſide of Lochryan, a piece of water, and has an 


y excellent harbour from three to eight fathoms deep at low 
rh water, Here many veſſels from the Weſt Indies, bound for 
4 Clyde, take refuge from the ſtorm, and ride in perfect ſafety. 
1 The Cairn is well ſituated for foreign trade, and excellently 


1 adapted for ſhip-building. Below the village, towards Ayr- 
ſhire, there is a bold rocky ſhore, where there are ſeveral 
caves, extending 80 and 100 yards under ground. The 
Cairns of Cairnarran exhibit an appearance truly ſingular, 


Yor. III. 8 | which 


Caftle —Caftle-Kennedy is a large ſquare building; and 


\ Church. The manſe is called Soul ſeat, Sedes animarum; and 


In the extent of a Scots mile, there are nine of them, of 
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nual gratuity given by the Earl of Stair. This pariſh is both 
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which fix are very near one another, within leſs than an 
Engliſh mile. Two circumſtances render them very remark. 
able; the vaſt quantity of ſtones piled together, and the dif. 
tance whence theſe ſtones muſt have been carried ; as many of 
them are ſituated in moſſy ground, where not a ſingle ſtone 
can be found. Where any of them has been entirely de. 
moliſhed, urns have been found containing aſhes and burnt 
bones. There are ſeveral moats in this pariſh. A beautiful 


one ſtill remains entire on the ſide of Lochryan, in a farm 


called Innermeflan, and commands a fuil view of the loch, 
It appears to be wholly formed of earth. At the bottom it 
meaſures 336 feet round; from the foundation to the top 


60 feet; and the diameter at the top is 78 feet. It is a round 
figure, and plain at the top. 


Mineral Springs. In the pariſh of Inch there are ſeveni 
mineral ſprings. A ſulphur ſpring has been lately diſcover- 
ed, which is of conſiderable ſtrength, and ſaid to be uſeful 
in ſtomachic and ſcorbutic complaints. There is alſo, in the 
neighbourhood of the Cairns already mentioned, a chaly- 


beate ſpring, which pours forth a great quantity of water. 


Fuel.—The Inch is exceedingly well ſupplied with peat, 
In the moors every tenant has abundance on his own farm, 
In the lower parts of the pariſh there are a great many 
ſwamps, and every ſwamp is a moſs, There are alſo ſome 
appearances of coal. A few years ago, Lord Stair employ- 
ed men, ſuppoſed to be competent judges, to explore the 
ground, but they were unſucceſsful in their reſearches. 


Poor.— There are eighteen perſons on the poor's liſt, who 
are ſupported chiefly by the weekly collection, and an au- 


able 
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able and willing to provide for its own poor; but the 
people are greatly oppreſſed by inundations of poor vagrants | 
from Ireland. The great road from Portpatrick to Dum- 
fries, paſſes through this pariſh, and is conſtantly ſwarming 
with Iriſh beggars. They turn aſide into the country, and, 
either by entreaties or by threats, extort alms from the in- 
| habitants. They often go in crowds together, accompanied 
generally with a number of young children. They may be s 
divided into two claſſes. The firſt are thoſe whole only ob- 
ject is to beg their bread. The ſecond are thoſe called 
triggers, who carry on a ſpecies of traffic, unknown, I am 
perſuaded, in moſt places. They bring linen from Ireland, 
which they barter for the old woollen clothes of Scotland, 
and theſe they prefer to gold or ſilver. Bending under bur- 
dens of theſe clothes, they return to their own kingdom, 


Character of the Inhabitants. —They are in general ſober, 
intelligent, ſocial, and hoſpitable. Their knowledge of agri- 
culture, for theſe laſt twenty years, is much enlarged, and 
their habits of life much improved. 


Diſeaſes, Sc. —The pariſh is ſituated between Lochryan 
and the bay of Luce, and enjoys a mild and healthy climate. 
Epidemical diſtempers are ſeldom known here; rheumatiſms, 
however, are frequent. But, upon the whole, the inhabi- 
tants enjoy much health, and live to a good old age. There 
are about 30 perſons in the pariſh above 80 years of age, t two 
95, and e one who ſays he is 105. 


Heritors. — There are ſeven heritors in the pariſh, of 
Thom the Earl of Stair is the only reſiding one, 


4 
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NUMBER XVI. 
PARISH OF DUNSCORE, 
(County of Dumfries.) 


By the Rev. Mr Josten K1RKPATRICK, 


g 2 r 7 
4 — , 2 - 
- 


Situation, Extent, and Surface. 


E pariſh is ſituated in the county, preſbytery, and 
ſynod of Dumfries. From the river Nith, which 
interſects it in one place in the lower end, it extends acrof 
the country to the river Urr, which runs along the upper 
end. The river Cairn runs through it near the middle; and, 
a little below, receives the name of Cluden River, The pa- 
riſh is very narrow at the middle; and, turning wider at 
both ends, nearly reſembles a ſand - glaſs, It is about 12 miles 
long. In ſome parts it is 4, in ſome 3, in ſome 2 mile 
broad; and, in one part, only a few yards, being nearly in- 
terſected by the pariſhes of Glencairn and Holywood. lt 5 
partly muir, and partly dale. It is very flat alongft the 
river Nith; but, in general, it is hilly, and, in the upper 
end, rocky and mountainous, The tops of the hills are ge- 
nerally covered with heath. A pretty high hill, called Halls 
day-hill, lying in the lower end of the pariſh, is moſtly co- 
vered with green paſture. Of late, much progreſs has been 
made in improving the lower hills by lime and tillage 3 but 
the high multures, to which a great part of the pariſh i ” 
Fe | Fe” jeclec, 
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jeted, are a very great diſcouragement to improvements i in 
agriculture. 2 


dil. Some parts of the ſoil are deep and fertile; ; but 
much more of it is light and ſhallow, lying upon a tilly bed. 


The ſides of the hills, facing the north, ſeem to be generally 


of a more deep and ſtrong ſoil, than thoſe of a ſouthern ex- 
poſure. | 


Diſeaſes —Fevers and rheumatiſms ſeem to be the moſt 
prevailing diſeaſes, and are often occaſioned by the people 
expoſing themſelves to variable weather; or, when warmed 
with their labour, by ſuffering themſelves to cool ſuddenly, 
by keeping on wet clothes, and by living poorly, and in 
* haules, - 


Population —The number of ſouls, at preſent in the pariſh, 


is about 913. In Dr | Webſter's Report, the number is 


651. 


Abſtract of the baptiſms for the laſt ten years, excluſive 


of the children of the Seceſſion. 


vers. Baptiſas. Nals. Females. 


1781 28 11 
1782 17 11 
„„ 1 
1784 22 3 * 
—S 11 
1788 17 6 
1787 19 11 
"2968 | .. 20 16 
„ 18 
1790 26 15 
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Years. | Burials. 2 | a 
1782 30 owing to à malignant fever, | {elf 
1783 11 and 
„„ nil 

1785 15 fur 
1786 3 Oat 
1787 11 ber 

1788 12 Th 
1589; - 15 Sco 
1790 20 | 

ES | ( 
Young children, for whom the mortcloth is not uſed, ar paic 
not included in the above. The yearly average of burials i yea 
about 17. There are 76 farmers, including ſuch proprietor pro 
as either farm the whole or a part of their eſtates ; 2 ſhep Wil 16: 
herds ; 6 blackſmiths; 7 joiners; 11 maſons; 7 ſhoems | par 
kers; 19 weavers ; 6 taylors; 5 millers; and 1 clock and 
waichiuaker, Of late, the number of inhabitants is conſs 0 
derably increaſed, which may be owing to the farms being par 
made ſmaller, and the improvement of the land by lime from age 
Cloſeburn and Barjarg. James Grierſon, Eſq; of Dalgoner her 
has alſo, of late years, granted a number of feus, which hare ado 
greatly augmented the number of inhabitants upon his e. L. 
ſtate. The inhabited houſes are 224 3 five perions iu each tior 
| houſe may be nearly the average. the 
L. 
Cattle and ſheep. —The number of black cattle is neal Bet 
1300; the number of ſheep 3480; and the number ot horks ene 
218. The black cattle, in general, are of the Gallowa i 
low 


breed; but Mr Robert Burns, a gentleman well known by 
his poetical productions, who rents a farm in this pariſh, | 
of opinion, that the weſt country cows give a larger quanti! 
of m. 

> Agricultatt 
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 Aprcuttur and produce. This pariſh, befides ſupplying it 
ſelt with proviſions, exports oats, meal, and barley. Hemp 
and flax are not much cultivated, though more has been 


niſed of late than formerly; and, in the courſe of the en- 


ſuing ſeaſon, a flax-mill is to be erected on the river Cairn, 
Oats are fown in March and April, and reaped in Septem- 
her and October. Barley is ſown in the beginning ot May. 
There are about 72 in the pariſh, and chiefly of the 
Seottiſh kind. 


Church. — The money and victual Ripend that ſhould be 


paid annually is L. 48: 12: 23. The glebe was valued, 25 
years ago, at L. 6: 1:9 Sterling; but it has been much im- 
proved of late, and would now let for L. 20 Sterling. In 
1649, the church was removed from the lower end of the 


| pariſh to near the middle of it, where it now ſtands. 


School. —There is no legal ſalary for a ſchoolmaſter in this 
pariſh, A Mr Grierſon of Edinburgh, a good many years 
290, left L. 300 for the uſe of a ſchool in this pariſh. The 
heritors were nominated truſtees for managing it ; and, 
about 30 years ago, they divided the annual rent of faid 
L. zoo amongſt three ſchoolmaſters, in the following propor- 


tons. To the ſchoolmaſter in the upper end of the pariſh, 
they allotted L. 6: 10: o; to one in the middle of the pariſh, 


L. 2; to one in the lower end of the pariſh, L. 6: 10: o. 


Between 20 and 30 ſcholars attend the ſchool at the upper | 


end of the pariſh 3 between 30 and 40 attend the ſchool in 
the middle of the pariſh ; about 37 attend the ſchool in the 


lower end of the pariſh, Is. and 2d. a quarter is the 


fe to the ſchoolmaſter for each ſcholar learning to read 
Engliſh, and 1 8. 6 d. for learning arithmetic, The encou- 


ragement 
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ragement being ſo incofiderabie, the pariſh cannot be fup- 
1 85 to have well 8 teachers. 

A are 43 heritors in this pariſh 3 26 of whom 
reſide in it. 1 Fa 


Por, — In the year 1738, the names of ten perſons were 
in the poor's liſt 3 in 1756, eleven. About four years ago, 
twenty perſons. got ſupply from the poor's funds ; but, at 
preſent, there are only ten in the poor's roll. The funds 
for the poor are about L. 23 Sterling; of which L. 1; ae 
from the collections in the church, and the reſt from the in- 
tereſt of legacies. 


Fuel. —Peats are 3 uſed; 5 except in a part of 
the lower end of the pariſh, moſt of the proprietors hare 
moſs in their own eſtates, Thoſe who have them to pur- 
chaſe pay for the liberty of caſting them. | 


Antiquities —The church being removed to the middle of 
the pariſh in the year 1649, the veſtiges of the old one ſtil 
remain. Upon the top of a hill called Meiklexvood-mutr are 
the walls of a houſe which are ſtill named the Preaching 
©oalls, There are alſo veſtiges of a chapel and burying place 
in the upper end of the pariſh; the farm ſtill retains the 
name of Chapel. The burying place is not tilled. Upon 
one corner of it grew a large yew-tree, which was conſumed 
in the heart, Three men have ſtood in it at once; but i 
was overturned by the wind this ſeaſon. 
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NUMBER XVII: 
| 477 Badenoch, County of Inverneſs.) 


By the Rev. Mr James GRANT: 


*, * 
5 * LY * * 7 — 4 
a 111 
- 


Name, Situation, and Boundaries. 

Mk name is derived from the Gaelic, and is exyreffive 
T of its natural ſituation, Lug fi gnifying a hollow or lo 
place. Though this pariſh is one of the higheſt in Scotland 
vith regard to its elevation above the ſea, there are in it ma- 
ny glens and narrow valleys. It lies in the ſouthern extre- 
mity of Inverneſs-ſhire, preſbytery of Abertarph, and ſynod 
of Glenelg, extending, from north-eaſt to ſouth-weſt, up- 
wards of 20 miles. 'The breadth of the inhabited part is a- 
bout 3 miles; but, taking its boundaries ſouth and north, it 
will meaſure more than 20 miles. It is bounded on the 
north by Monu-liec, or Grey Mountain, a prodigious ridge of 
macceſfible rocks. iP OO | 


Rivers, Lakes, and Words, —Fhe river Spey takes its. riſe 
from-a very {mall lake of the ſame name in the weſtern parts 
of the pariſh, and is formed by currents falling down from 
the mountains, It runs through the middle of the pariſh ; 
its courſe is from weſt to eaſt, inclining a little to the north, 
ln its progreſs, beſides many rivulets, it receives the river 

Vol., III. e Make 


146 Statiſtical Account 


*. 


Maſie about the middle of the pariſh, and the river Truime 

at the eaſtern extremity. Both theſe rivers fall into it from 
the ſouth, and have their riſe in the Grampians. Loch- lag. 
den, which, with its environs, forms a diſtrict by itſelf, les 
on the ſouth-weſt extremity of the pariſh, It is very deep, 
with a bold rocky ſhore; and it is ſurrounded with woody 
mountains. On the ſouth fide is the Coill More, or Great 
Mood, the moſt conſiderable remain of the great Caledo- 
nian Foreſt, This wood, which extends five miles along 
the loch fide, is the ſcene of many traditions.” At the eaſt 
end of the lake, the river Pattack, which is formed by a lake 
ot the ſame name, falls into Loch-laggan, which runs from 
eaſt to weſt, and diſcharges itſelf by the Spean river into 
Loch- lochy, near Fort William. The rivers Maſie and Pat- 
tack run almoſt parallel to one another. They are about 
two miles diſtant. The former goes by the Spey into the 
German Ocean; the latter into the Weſtern Sea. There are 
ſome other ſmaller lochs, as Loch #Righ, or the King's Lich, 
remarkable for large black trout, very fat and high flayour- 
ed. Loch laggan abounds with char, and various kinds of 
trout. In the Spey, there are ſome ſalmon, with plenty of 
fine trout and pike, of a large fie. 


5 "ol Sail, 3 Climate. =The air 15 pL and generally ve. 
17 cold; yet, ſo purified by ſtorms, and kept in motion by 


rapid currents, that it is, upon the whole; clear and healthy. 


Along the banks of the river is a very rich and deep ſoil; 
which, were it not for the diſadvantages of inundations, 
froſts, and mildews, would produce as rich crops as any in 
the kingdom. The lands that lie in ſlopes and declivities, 
without the water - mark, are, though ſtoney, of a good qua- 
lity, and produce | ſurer crops than the rich meadows, being 


earlier ripened, by. the reflection of the ſun from the adja- 
cent 
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cent rocks. The lands on Loch-laggan fide, though higher, 
and lying in a ſtill wetter climate than that of the valley in ; 
the center of the pariſh, yield a ſurer crop, being leſs liable 
to froſts and mildews, owing to their lying on a ſtratum of 
fime, The climate here is very variable; every two or three 
miles makes a ſenfible difference; and it rains on the one 
fide of the river, when it is dry on the other, It is the High- 
eſt and moſt inland pariſh ir in Scotland. 


A 
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Produce. The vegetable produce is oats and barley, rye, 
and potatoes. The ground on the river ſide, if allowed to 
remain out of culture 3 years, yields excellent crops of black 


and white oats, without any manure. When preparcd for 
barley, it requires a very great quantity of compoſt manure. 
The number of black cattle in the pariſh may probably be 
computed at about 1600, The ground is laboured by hor- 
ſes, generally of the country breed, of a middling fize, and 
very hardy. In former times, it was uſual to fend many of 
them to market; but now the pariſh hardly railes a ſufficient 
number for labouring the ground, owing to the introduction 
of ſheep, and conſequently the advanced value of hill. graſs. 
The average quantity of meal made in the pariſh, in ordi. 
nary good years, is 2450 bolls; but the crop of 1782 did 
not exceed 8 50 bolls. The ſheep-farms in this parith are 
not above four or five. Theſe ſheep- farms at preſent ſup- 
port about 12,000. The other farms, on which there are a 
mixture of black cattle, ſheep, and horſes, will not-fupport | 
above 2000 ſheep. * In whole, there are about 20,000 ſheep 
in the periſh. People i in general judge it more profitable to 
reduce their number of black cattle, and, as much as poſe 
fible, to increaſe their ſheep. The beſt and largeſt wedders 
ſell from 12 to 1 5 or 16 s.; and an ordinary wedder, of the 
"lt kind, which the general run of tenantry rear, ſells 


from 
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from 7 to 9s. Six years ago, theſe latter would not haze 
brought above 5 s. or 48. 6d. Wool ſells, unwaſhed, from 
78. 6 d. to 8 s. a ſtone; ſmeared, or tarry wool, about 
5s. 3 d. or 55. 6d. a ſtone. A Highland ſtot that, about 
20 or 30 years ago, would not have brought above 20 
pounds Scots, will now ſell from L. 3 to L. 4 Sterling, 
Milk cows, that, within theſe 12 years, would have been fold 
at L. 3:3: o, or L. 3: 10: 0, will now bring from L. 4 to 
L. 6. Horſes that fold, 10 gr 12 years ago, at L.2:10:0, 
or L. 3:10; o, will now bring in the country L. 5 or L. G. 
The vegetable produce of the land is not ſufficient to {up- 
pr: its inhabitants. 


Improvements. —Farmers haye at laſt found out the advan- 
tage of incloſures, and the comfort of good habitations ; for 
which the proprietors are diſpoſed to make a reaſonable al. 
lowance. At the end of a leaſe, the tenant is allowed melio- 


ration- money, for dykes, Nee, and offices, to their 
full extent. 


Reni of the Pariſh, and Proprietors.—There are only two 
proprictors, His Grace the Duke of Gordon, and Colonel 

 M*Pherſon of Cluny. Ihe Duke of Gordon's valued reutis 
IL. 1202: O: 9 dcots; Colonel M*Pherſon's L. 599 Scots. 


Population. In the return made by Dr Webſter, in the 
year 1753, of the population of Luggan, the number ws 
1521 fouls, and, at the cloſe of ja. , the number was 
1512. | 


Abſtract of births and marriages from the year 17 780 0 
179% inclufively. Lf | 


18 


of Luggan, 


Years Births. ri 
1780 39 * 
1781 32 8 
1782 57 9 
1783 34 17 
1784 47 9 Mt e 
1785 49 9 27 burials, 
1786 35 I 
1787 41 J 
1788 36 13 
1789 35 9 
1790 38 11 
434 1011 


The yearly average of baptiſms and marriages, from the 
above abſtract, will be about 40 baptiſms and 9 marriages. 
dat, as there are 250 Catholics in the pariſh, which is a 6th 

of the whole, the average may be laid proportionally higher. 


ins Farmers —Tbe pari is let to three deftrip- 
tions of people. Gentlemen farmers, conſiſting of half-pay 
; oflicers and. graziers, chiefly thoſe who are profeſſedly ſhep- 
herds ; and the lower claſs of people, who pay from L. 3 to 
L. 6, yearly rent, which are the more numerous claſs. The 
: gentlemen pay from L. 30 to L. 100 Sterling. Sheep-farms 
; pay from L.60 to L. 190, yearly rents. Farms in general 
s kem to be on the riſe, from the numerous and advanced of» 
fers that are made for every farm which is out of leaſe, as the 
ame kind of ſheep-farms only ſeem capable of bearing any 
conſiderable advance of rent. The value of ſuch ground as 
$ calculated for rearing ſheep does not ſeem yet to be fully 
Baderſined 3 but people in general entertain a high idea of 
8 its 
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its value. A farm which, about 12 years ago, paid only L. 3 


corn; and a ſmall ſpot for planting 3 or 4 pecks of potatoes 


rent to the Commiſſioners of the Annexed Eſtates, hy 
been fince let by the helder of it to an Airſhire ſhepherd 
at L. 190, and it is ſtill thought a good bargain. The Duke 


of Gordon has not as yet ſhewn any great diſpoſition to let \ 
his lands to ſhepherds ; that nobleman is attached to hi; dite 
people, and fond of nouriſhing and rearing them, 1 8 
M 
Church, Stipend, Patron, Wc, —In the year 1 7 95 there ders 
was a commodious church built, in the centre of the pariſh, mal 
at a very conſiderable expence. The glebe at preſent lt; mal 
at near L. 12 Sterling. The Duke of Gordon is patron of the ini. 
pariſh. The miniſter lives near the church, upon a com- | 
modious farm ; and the heritors allow him L. 20 Sterling, 6 
in lieu of a manſe, till one is built. Iſs n,; ſtipend 1 of 
| L. 45 Sterling. par 
It i 
Schools In the middle of the pariſh ſtands the parochill fil 
fchool, and ſchoolmaſter's houſe, under one roof, both ſuff. Cai 
ciently commodious. The heritors allow the ſchoolmaſter a 
1500 merks of ſalary. The number of ſcholars attending aſt 
this ſchool are from 50 to 80, and ſometimes more. In the Wil ©© 
| Weſtern parts of the pariſh are two Society {ſchools ; one upon pla 
the Duke of Gordon 's eſtate, and the other upon the eſtate WY f 
of Cluny. My War 
Servants and Labourers,—Our buſineſs is managed and cu. WW 
ried on chiefly by houſe-ſervants. There are a few who may Wil © f 
have one, ſometimes two, of their ſervants without the fi boy 
mily; but this never happens unleſs the ſervant is a married af 
man, with a family. He receives from his maſter a hut t0 _ 
live in; graſs for a cow; ground to ſow a boll or two d a 
e 


with 


8 
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with two pecks of meal a week. Sometimes, if he is better 
than the ordinary run of ſervants, he will, in addition to the 
above, receive L. 1 Sterling i in the year. 


$ 


We generally _ our r labourers, that i is to 0 fag, et and 
ditchers, from the north; and a few can be had | in the pariſh, 
They will earn from 1s. to 28. 6d. a day, There is one 
maſon, with two apprentices, in the pariſh ; five or ſix wea- 
yers ; no ſhoemakers regularly bred. The common people 
mke their own ſhoes. There are three or four brogue- 
makers, three houſe-carpenters, ſeven taylors, and one black- 
ſmith. 


EE © 4 — 


Ruins, —At the eaſt end of Loch - laggan ſtand the remains 
ok an old church dedicated, to St Kenneth. The greateſt 
part of the walls of that venerable edifice are fill Kancing, 
|t is ſurrounded by a conſecrated buryin g ground, which is 
fill more uſed than any other. In the middle of the 
Call More, a great wood on the {outh' ſide of the loch, 
| is 2 place called "Arp Merigie, or the height on which 
a ſtandard was wont to be erected. Here is à place held fa- 
cred by the moſt remote antiquity, and ſaid to be the burial- 
place of ſeven kings of the antient Caledonians. It ſhould 
appear, from popular tradition, that thoſe kings, or eminent 
warriors, lived about the period when the Scots were driven 
by the Eicts beyond the Tay, and had their ſeat of govern. 
ar. nent at Dunkeld. It likewiſe appears, that of old this was 
v7 Wl famous place for hunting; and indeed it continued to a- 
i bound in deer and roes till very lately, that the introduction 
; a ſheep, with which theſe animals never mingle, has driven 
them away, It is ſaid that the kings came always, with their 
retinue and hounds, to hunt, for the moſt part of the ſum- 
mer, on the banks of this loch, and in the neighbourhood. 
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This is rendered the more probable, from the vielnity of thi 
parallel roads in Glenroy, already made Enown to the publ., 
which were evidently calculated for the purpoſes of hunting 
and muſt have been made by ſome perſons of more power and 
conſequence, than any uſually reſiding in this country. In the 
Middle of the loch are two iſlands, one of them much leſs than 


the other, On the larger, are the fide-walls ſtill remaining 


of a very antient building, made of common round ſtones, bu 


temented with mortar. This is faid to be the place wher 
the kings retired from hunting, and feaſted on their gam. 


In the neighbouring ifland, which is called Ellan i Cone, or 


The Iſland of Dogs, and ſaid to be the place where thei 
Hounds were confined, is alſo a wall ſtanding of a fimilr 


building. In the middle of the patiſh, there is a rock, which 
Is upwards of 100 yards perpendicular, and very difficult of 


| atceſs; yet, on the very ſummit, there are conſiderable . 


mains of a fortification. The wall is built, outſide and in 
Ade, with large flags, or broad ſtones, without mortar. [ti 
upwards of three yards in thickneſs. The area will meafurt 
goo feet in length, and 250 in breadth. | 
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| { i, UMBER XX. 

VNITED PARISHES or BONKLE AND „ PRESTON. 
ie 

1 (County of burt) 

5 

; By the Red; Mr RoBERT Dovcr. xs. 

le. — E—_—_— 

ory _ 

i Nam, Situation, Extent. | 

5 ME pariſhes of Bonkle and Preſton, were originally 


two ſeparate pariſhes, but are now united. Bonkle 


acres, 
Sol,—In the high lands towards the Lammermoor hills, 
the ſoil is thin, dry, heathy, and poor ; but it has of late 


fertile loam. 


Air and Diſeaſes. —As in moſt parts of the caſt of Scot- 
land, the air is very healthy. Formerly the people were 


ſtate of perfection, this diſeaſe has almoſt totally diſappeared. 
This effect is attributed to the bogs and ſwamps being n, 
td, and to the improvement of the furface, 


is ſuppoſed to be derived from bona cella. It lies in the 
county of Berwick, preſbytery of Dunſe, and ſynod of 
Kelſo, It is nearly a ſquare of fix miles, and contains 8,900 


been much improved by lime. The reſt of the pariſh, and 
particularly on the . of the Whittater, canſiſts of a fine 


very ſubject to agues in the ſpring ; but fince improvements 
have commenced, and been carried to a very conſiderable 


Vor. III. U Dyarries, 
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| Auorrie.— There is whin ſtone in different parts, aud 
good free ſtone quarries upon the banks of Whittater, both 
very fit for ws W and d ground. 

4 
Minerals. W u copper mine was diſcovered i in Lord Dou. 

glas's eſtate, at a ſmall farm called Hoardweel. It was 
wrought about twelve years ago, by an Engliſh company, 


and had a very promiſing appearance, the ore being very 
rich; but, although the vein continued, it ceaſed to bear 


metal, and was abandoned. It is thought the trials made 
to recover it were not ſufficient, 


Land Floods —The river Whittater runs with great n. 
pidity, and at ſome places riſes 15 feet perpendicular above 
its ordinary channel, overflowing the haughs and carrying 
off great part of the foil. Attempts have deen made by ſe 
veral heritors to make barricadoes, but few of them haze 
been ſucceſsful. A very great flood happened in Ottober 
1775, which carried down every bridge, excepting the bridge 
at Preſton, in this pariſh. They have ſince been rebuilt at 
EY e 1653 NV 

| Cattle and Sheep —The cattle bred 1 in this — the neigh. 
bouring parithes, particularly i in the diſtrict between this and 
Tweed, are conſiderable in point of number, and as large a 
any bred in Scotland. But people of {kill are of opinion, 

that they are not ſo good as our land can rear, nor of a kind 
that fatten ſpeedily. Some public ſpirited gentlemen and 
farmers, have of late purchaſed, at very high prices, ſonc 
fine bulls and cows, from the beſt places, and beſt breeders 
in England. They have not yet, however, become general 
1 he bulls « are let out to the country at two — Sheep 


98 count 
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cohnty in general. They are the Engliſh breed introduced 
by Mr Bakewell, and ſince carried on by the Meſſrs Culleys, 
and other eminent breeders, both in Northumberland, and 


getting ſooner and more eaſily fat, than any other animal, 
bearing a valuable fleece, and enriching the land upon which 
they are fed, There are two different ages at which they 


the firſt fleece is taken off, when they ate called dunmetts, at 
which time they uſually ſell from 24s. to 34s. The ſecond 


called wedders of the firſt head, and are 28 months old, when 
they ſell from 32 8. to 38s. each. The fleece weighs from 
ſeven to eight pounds each, and fells from 4s. 6d. to 58. 


three lambs, from 24 $1 to 346. Theſe ſheep are bought by 
dealers, and driven to Morpeth market, where they are again 
fold, and killed at Newcaſtle, Shields, and Sunderland, for 
the uſe of the coallieries and ſhipping ; and many are driven 
to Yorkſhire, and farther ſouth, The wool is ſold to agents 


© a AX 


quantity ſent to Edinburgh and Stirling. The beſt paſ- 


; they are moſtly fed for five montlis in winter, upon turnip, 
; of which very large quantities are raiſed. An acre of good 

1 paſture, value a guinea, will fatten three ; and the average 
MR of turnip is 3d. per week, each ſheep, when fed to 

7 the higheſt extent, which for the winter five months is 5s. 

þ Tm Kt is computed'that two ewes rear three lambs. High 
K en paid for the hire of rams of good breeds, viz. 
b m 10 to 30 guineas is common per ſeaſon. Some have 


Each 


this county. The criterion of their goodneſs and ſort, is 


re ſold ; the firſt when they are about 18 months old, after 


time is after their ſecond fleece is taken off, when they are 


The ewes are kept for breeders, and are fold, after having 
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from Leeds, and other manufacturing towns in Vorkſhire; 
ſome is ſhipped at Berwick for Aberdeenſhire, and a ſmall 


tures are appropriated for feeding ſheep in ſummer, and 


Pad double or more for the. ſeaſon of the beſt bred rams. 
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Each ram will impregnate from five to fix ſcore of ewes. It x 
a certain faft, that no animal follows the properties of the 
male ſo much as ſheep; and therefore, the breeder is ſel. 
dom diſappointed. The higheſt breed alſo bear the fine 
wool, though not always the greateſt quantity. Our farmers 
pay as much attention to the breed of their theep, as is paid 
to the higheſt breed of galloping horſes in England; and! 
believe they bring mueh greater profit. 


Apricultre.—As foon as the crop is off the ground, and 
ſometimes before the ſhocks are removed, they begin to 
plough. They ſow peaſe as early as the ſeaſon will permit; 
after that oats, and then barley ; and laſtly turnip, which 
commonly begins in the laſt week of May, and finiſhes by 
the firſt of July. They begin to reap in the laſt week df 
Auguſt, and generally finith in the firſt week of October. 


Marle and Lime. — There is a great quantity of clay marie 
along the banks of the Whittater. It was formerly uſed 3 
a manure to great advantage, and poſſeſſed at an average, 
two-fifths of calcareous matter; but its operations are very 
flow, though laſting, The obligations in the tenants leaſes 
in regard to the rotation of crops, and the obligation of ha- 
ing ſo great a quantity in graſs, at leaſt for the laſt 10 yen 
of a 21 year's leaſe, have induced the farmers to prefer lime 
as a quick manure, though they are obliged to drive it 1; 

miles. Marle for raiſing crops of corn will a ſix times 
longer than lime. 


Poor. — The poor in this pariſh, as well as every other in 
this county, are maintained by an aſſeſſment laid on I 
the heritors themſelves, according to their ſeveral valued 


rents, one half of which is . pe by the beritors, and the 
| other 


other half by the tenants. There are no legacies, and the 
collections are inconſiderable. There are no begging poor 
allowed in this county. Two conſtables are appointed with 


LS * 


— 
* 


tend fairs, markets, and public meetings, and take up all 
oypſies, tinkers, beggars, and diſorderly perſons, who cannot 
give a proper account of themſelves. They are carried be- 
fore the neareſt juſtice of peace, who commits them to the 
county jail for ſome days; they are then conducted to the 
extremity of the county, neareſt their own reſpective pa- 
riſhesz and beſides the ſalary, the conſtables have gd. per 
mile, for carrying them to jail, which expence is paid out of 
ch the rogue money. By this inſtitution the county is kept free 
by from beggarsz and very few petty thefts are committed, as 
of people of that deſcription have conneCtions together, and 
know they can ſcarcely eſcape. 


d 


rls Fudl,—Before the introduction of improvements, the far- 
15 mers, &c. burned turf, which were principally taken from 
ge, the Lammermoor hills. But, ſince improvements commen- 


T ced, and the people knew the value of their labour, nothing 
but coal is uſed. It is all brought from Northumberland, at 
a diſtance. of 15 miles, through very bad roads; and conſe- 
quently driven in ſummer, when the Tweed is fordable. 


Plughs. —There are about 50 ploughs: in the pariſh. 
without a driver. 
than. in moſt parts of this county, owing to its not being a 
great thoroughfare, to the vicinity of materials, and to the 


| Rtention to having the ſtatute labour properly applied. The 
vl roads 


falaries, whoſe buſineſs is to go through the county, to at- 


» k 


They are all chain ploughs, and are drawn. by two horſes, 


Roads, — The roads and bridges in this pariſh are betten 
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roads, in the greateſt and beſt parts of the county, art bad 
| beyond expreſſion, 3 are a bs ge to this rich and thriy: 
ing dittriet. 4 


Farnis, &c.—The farms in this pariſh are from L. 206 to 
L. 600 a year. There ate but few ſmall farms. The whole 
| pariſh under the Lammermoor hills, as well as the whole 

low parts of the Wn are incloſed, principally with hedge 
and ditch. 5 | 


Population —Thets has never been any record key of the 

population of this pariſh, Since the practice of letting large 
farms, this "pariſh has decreaſed conſiderably in point af 
numbers of the people; From an exact ſtate of the popul:- 
_ taken November 1790, it francs thus : 2 


Number of families 131 
of perſons <- 622 
of males - 280 


of females < 2342 

below 10 years 160 

from 10 to 20 146 

from 20 to 50 231 

from 50 to 0 #74 

from 70 to 100 = 11 

geceders of all denominatioss 130 
In D* Webſter's report the number of fouls is 691, 


Stipend. —The miniſter's ſtipend is 3 5 bolls of meal, 1) 
bolls 2 firlots of batley, and L. 485 : 15 Scots; the glebe 


| would rent at L. 20 Sterling; ſo that the value of the ſtipend 


may amount to L. ge . . 


Schah, 


. 
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School —The ſchoolmaſter's ſalary, ſchool-fees, and his emo- 
luments as precentor and ſeſſion- clerk, amount to L. 12: 16. 
The heritors employ him for collecting the poor's money, 
and the ſtatute road money; and for theſe he has L. 3: 15. 
In this pariſh there are no Roman Catholics or Epiſcopa- 
lans; no lawyers, writers, phyſicians, ſurgeons, or apothe- 
caries, 
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UNITED PARISHES. OF LOCHGOIL.HEAD 
| AND KILMORICH. | 


(County of Argyle.) 
By the Rev, Mr Dv GAL M Dou cr. 


Name. 


E old name of this pariſh was Til nam brathairs. 
Kill, which, in the Gaelic language, ſignifies, a ſput of 
ground upon which a church gr chapel was built. The ground 
| within the chapel, and adjacent, was employed as a burying. 
| Place, and uſually dedicated to the memory of ſome favour- 
A ite ſaint. Ki is ſuppoſed to be derived from the Latin cella; 
brathair means a brother; and Kilnam brathairan, the hou 
and ſacred ground of the brethren ; from which it appears, that 
Lochgoil-head was once the refidence of ſome religious order 
or fraternity; but no tradition exiſts with regard to the nz 
ture of the eſtabliſhment. During the laſt 200 years, the 
_ has been 8 known ” the name of Ley 
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Hiſtory.— The pariſh of Lochgoil-head, of old, was ver 
extenſive, and comprehended not only Kilmorich, but alſo 
the greateſt part of Kilmaglaſs, now called Strachur. In the 
times of Popery, and of Prelacy, Lochgoil-head was an arch 


| deanery ; and, pot only the revenues of ne itſel, 
which 


\ 
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which were then very conſiderable, but part of the tithes of 
ſeveral other pariſhes, contributed to ſupport the dignity of 
the arch-dean. The reformation of religion in Scotland, 
however neceflary and beneficial in general, was productive 
of one evil, which could not readily be ſuppoſed to reſult 


from ſuch a revolution. At that aera, at leaſt two thirds of 


the places formerly-eſtabliſhed for public -worthip were ſup- 


preſſed. Under the church of Rome, the people, every 


where, had eaſy acceſs to the places where they were to per- 


form. their de votions, and to receive religious inſtruction. But, 


after the Reformation, owing to the ſcarcity of the Proteſtant 
preachers, and to the avarice of the Reformers, (particularly 
the laymen who conducted that revolution), ſo few places 
of worſhip were permitted, and theſe conſequently ſo di- 
ſant-from-one another, and ſo divided by mountains, rivers, 
and arms of the ſea, as to render it extremely difficult, and 


ſometimes impoſſible, for the miniſters to perform the duties 


of their office, or for the people to attend on their in- 
ſtructions. This was particularly the caſe in the province of 


Argyle. In order to remedy theſe inconveniencies, an act of 


parliament paſſed, anno 1649, empowering certain perſons to 
cigoin the old, and to ere& new, pariſhes in that province, 
In conſequence of theſe powers, the commiſlioners diſmem- 


bered the old pariſh of Lochgoil-head, and formed it into 


three ſeparate and independent cures. One of theſe in the 
preſent pariſh of Strachur; Kilmorich was another; and the 


mother church made the third, which, from its ſituation, 


retained the eld name. 


Stuation and Extent.—This pariſh is ſituated in the county | 


and ſynod of Argyle, and in the preſbytery of Dunoon. It 
b about 30 miles long, and from 6 to 20 miles broad. | This 
18 excluſive of a diſtrict belonging to it of 5 miles in length, 
Fhich is annexed, gucod ſacra, to the pariſh of Inveraray. 
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| Figure and Surface —Of the figure of this pariſh it is im. 
| poſſible to give any adequate deſcription, as it is interſected 
by three arms of the ſea, divided by mountains, and indent. 
ed by creeks and promontories. The eaſt part of it is ſitua. 
ted on the weſtward of Loch · long, an arm of the ſea, which 
ſtrikes off from the Frith of Clyde, at firſt in a north, 
and afterwards in a north-eaſt direction, and leparates the 
counties of Argyle and Dumbarton. It is about 24 miles in 
length; but the pariſh of Lochgoil-head occupies no more 
than 12 miles of its coaſt. Lochgoil is a ſmall arm of the 
ſea, which ſtrikes off from Lochlong, in a north-weſt direc. 
tion, and interſects the ſouth diviſion of the pariſh for 6 
miles, The north-weſt part of the pariſh is divided in the 
ſame manner by Lochfine. Upon the weſt ſide of Loch. 
long, and upon both ſides of Lochgoil, the coaſt is bold and 
ſteep, and the hills high and craggy. The ſhore, upon both 
ſides of Loch-fine, as far as this pariſh extends, is more flat 
and acceſſible 3 the land is very high, but not ſo rocky or 
ſteep. The barrenneſs of the ground along the coaſts of 
Loch- goil and Loch- long is partly concealed; and the tre- 
menduous wildneſs of the ſcene, agreeably diverſified by ex. 
tenſive natural woods, which cover the land near the coaſt, 
and riſe to a conſider able diſtance from the ſhore. Toa 
perſon who is rowed up Loch-goil in a calm ſummer day, and 
who is not accuſtomed to fee the ſtrong features of nature, 
which prevail in this country, the appearance of the objects 
around him, muſt be uncommonly ſtriking. The ſurface of 
che country in general is very unequal; ſome of the mout- 
tains, which form the weſtern extremity of the Grampian 
hills, are ſituated in this pariſh. Particularly, Bein una, 
| ſo called from the richneſs of its graſs ; Bein-an-locham, from 
the freſh water lake which waſhes its baſe 3 Bein Juibham, a. 


hounding i in herbs ; Bein thiolaire, remarkable for its 2 
| of 
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ind witer- creſſes; and Bein Donich, called after a faint 


bf that name. Theſe, and ſome, other hills in this pariſh, 


riſe to a great height. Their altitude Has never been exactly 
aſcertained ; but, if we may judge from their appearance, and 
from the experience of thoſe who frequently aſcend them, 
none of them is much lower, and ſome of them are rather 
higher, than Bein-Jommen, the height of which is well known. 
Some of theſe mountains are interſperſed with huge rocks, 
caverns, and frightful precipices; in others, ſcarce a rock is 
to be ſeen. Till of late, they were covered with black 
heath ; but, ſince they have been chiefly paſtured with ſheep, 
they begin to exhibit the pleaſing appearance of verdure 3 
and ſome of them are already green to the very tops. The 
low lands and valleys form a delightful variety in the 
ſurface of this pariſh; After ſurveying extenſive wilds, aud 

barren rocks, which preſent nothing but deſolation and ſoli- 
tude, the eye is greatly refreſhed, by the appearance of ſmall 
cultivated fpots of plain ground, upon the coaſt, and in the 
valleys, which bring back the pleaſing ideas of ſhelter, of in- 
dultry, and of population. Et? LOT IS e 


Soil, and Climate. — The foil in the hills is; for the moſt 
part, thin, dry, and firm to the tread of cattle. The high 
glens are generally wet and ſpungy, and, in ſome places, a. 
bound with deep mofs. The land, upon the coaſt, is light, 
ſharp, and ſandy, and fome of the low valleys are rich and 
fertile, The face of the heavens is generally louring and 
cloudy ; a ſerene ſky is ſeldom to be ſeen; The tops of the 
mountains are moſt frequently covered with clouds, and, du- 
ring winter, with ſnow. The rain is heavy, and frequent, 
The winds, prevented from a free circulation, ruſh through 
the lens with irreſiſtible violence; and, at the bottom of 


high 
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high hills, and in narrow valleys, the tranſitions of heat ans 
cold are ſudden and exceſſive. 


_ Diſeaſes Notwithſtanding the moiſt and changeable nz 

ture of the climate, the people, in general, enjoy good 
health, and very few difeaſes are known among them. The 
_ conſtant, but moderate exerciſe, which is neceflary for ſhey- 
| herds, and the ſea- air enjoyed by fiſhers, are favourable to 
health. To theſe circumſtances it may be added, that the 
people are not crouded together in towns or villages, every 
family having a complete, and, in general, a comfortable ha 
bitation for itſelf, The diſeaſe, of which the people chiefly 
complain, is the rheumatiſm, owing to the moiſture of the 
climate, and to their manner of living, which expoſes-them 
daily to the changes of the weather. Extraordinary inſtan 
ces of longevity cannot be boaſted of. There are, however, 
at preſent, in the pariſh, 16 perſons above. 80, and 4 of theſe 
above go years of age. There is one man, in particukr, 
who is 93:3 and who not only enjoys health, and. the exer- 
ciſe of his mental faculties, but alſo ſtrength ſufficient to 
dreſs his little garden and potatoe ground. 


| Mines and Mineralt.— The rocks and ſtones in this cout- 
try are chiefly moor-ſtone, and ſ par. Theſe two ſubſtan- 
ces are ſometimes found ſeparate, but are moſt frequent! 
conjoined in the ſame maſs. Spar is found in a great varietſ 
of forms ; in ſome, it is tranſparent and pure; in others, t 
is of a marble hue; and it ſinks, in ſome, to a mere earthy 
appearance. There is allo ſome granite ; but this ſubſtan 
is not found in any great quantities. There are ſeveral qui 
ries of lime ſtone ; but, owing to the badneſs of the roads, 
and the difficulty of communication. between the different 
parts of the pariſh, they are of no ſervice, except to F 

peo 
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* who live in the immediate neighbourhood. In gene- 
ral, it is found cheaper to bring lime-ſtone from Ireland; 
but the quantity of lime uſed in this country is very incon- 
ſiderable. There is a lead mine near the head of Loch - fine, 
but it has never been wrought. Some years ago, a company, 
who were concerned in lead- mines in other parts of Argyle- 
ſhire, ſent perſons to open up and examine the place, in this 


pariſh, where the lead was ſuppoſed to exiſt, Theſe perſons 


found, that there was a lead mine, and carried away ſome of 
the ore; which, upon trial, was found to contain a greater 
proportion of filver than any lead ore in the weſt of Scot- 
land. The company were upon terms with the proprietor 
for a leaſe of the mines, but no bargain was concluded. 


Caves. — Among the rocks in this pariſh, there are a great 
number of natural caves, vaults, and grottos, of different 


forms and dimenſions. One of theſe caves is ſituated a little 


below a very high and tremendous rock, from. which a 
great number of ſmaller rocks ſeem to have been torn, either 
by lightening, or by ſome convulſion of the earth; probably 
by the former, as lightening produced a ſimilar effect, a few 
years ago, in another part of the country. Among theſe 
ſmaller rocks. is the cave already mentioned.. The entry to 


it is in the form of an arch, about 4 feet high, and 3 broad. 
The cave itſelf is very ſpacious, of a circular figure, but not 
perfectly regular. It is more than 70. feet in circumference. 


and about 10 feet in height. All around the cave there are 
laaller vaults, reſembling cellars ; and, from one part of it, 
a narrow paſſage leads to a ſmall apartment, not unlike 2 
lleeping chamber. The cave is covered above by a great 


number of large rocks, which appear to have been thrown 


upon one another without any order or regularity; within, it 


v perſectly dry, but rather dark, having no light but what 
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it receives through the paſſage aesdy mentioned. Thit 
cave is remarkable for having been the ſanctuary of one of 
the lairds of Ardkinglaſs; who, according to the tradition 
of the country, having been defeated and oppreſſed by ſome 
powerful neighbour, was obliged to conceal himſelf, and x 
few followers, in this cave for a whole year; during which 
time his vaſſals and tenants found means to ſupply hin 
with proviſions ſo ſecretly, that his retreat was not diſcover. 
ed by the enemy. It is called, from this incident, Lan 
mhei Sain Revich *, But the moſt remarkable of all the nu- 
merous caves in this country, is one which is called Lan 
na plundarain. In the face of a ſteep hill there is a ſmal 
area between two rocks. At the bottom of this area is 
ſmall opening, the mouth of which is covered, and concealel 
from the eye by thick heath and ferns. This narrow and 
troubleſome paſſage, through which a perſon of an ordinary 
ſize is with great difficulty able to creep, is about 6 fett 
long, and leads to a ſmall ſubterraneous apartment, about 
10 feet long, 6 broad, and 8 high. Four feet above the 
bottom of this cave, is a ſmall opening, between two rocks, 
which muſt be aſcended by a ladder; and which leads to 
ſecond apartment, about 15 feet long, 12 feet high, and of 
an irregular breadth. To this place it will be neceſfary to 
bring a candle, or lanthorn, as it is perfectly dark. From this 
there is a narrow and rugged paſſage to a third apartment, 
which is alſo dark. This place is about 24 feet in length, 15 
In breadth, and as many in height. The rocks all around 
are covered with petrified water. The bottom, which is allo 
rock, is perfectly dry. Two large rocks meeting cover it 

bove, exactly like the roof of a houſe. Beyond this, there; 
ee e another 
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* Hat Sain Raich the ſon of Swarth ohn ; the patron mic 
name of the family of to fr of 7 
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another dark cave, nearly of the ſame dimenſions with 
the firſt, Theſe, and a great many other ſubterraneous a- 
partments, in this pariſh, were, in former times, often the 
reidence of a banditti, who committed depredations on the 
neighbourhood. They were alſo of great ſervice in preſer= 
ring the perſons, and the property, of the inhabitants, du- 
ring the deadly feuds, and predatory wars, which prevail- 
ed of old in this country. A few years before the Revolu- 
tion, the powerful families of Argyle and Athol were attach- 
ed to oppoſite parties in the ſtate; in conſequence of this, 
and prompted to revenge by the memory of former injuries, 
the vaſſals of the latter made an irruption into Argyle-ſhire. 
Upon that occaſion, the inhabitants of this pariſh retreated, 
vith their wiyes, their children, and the moſt valuable part 
of their portable effects, to their caves, their ſtrong-holds, 
and hiding places, from whence they ſurpriſed the enemy in 
ſeveral ſucceſsful ſallies, but could not prevent them from 
burning many houſes, nor from carrying away and nen 
much cattle. 


Antiquities —There are three caſtles in this pariſh. The 
caſtle of Dunduramh “ is a large and ſtrong tower, of an 
regular figure, with ſmall turrets above the angles in the 
ris AY vl; but, as it is built in a low ſituation, it could only be 
nt, defence againſt the curſory attacks of hoſtile neighbours, 
j G of thieves and robbers, who fought for plunder, and, 
od ben repulſed, fled away. Above the gate of the W is 
lo be following inſcription: 


. 596. 


* Donduramh, the Fort of the tauo FEI This caſtle was built 
Cloſe to the ſea ; and, as the acceſs to it by land was in theſe 


Umes oy bad, the moſt frequent communication would pro- 
ay be b I boats. 


defended by a ſmall tower, immediately above it, called the 


—— — 


and for ſtorehouſes and cellars, This caſtle, is alſo built 


chace, the favourite amuſement of the times. Aird general 


times, powerful families uſually bailt in high ſituations, pati 


ceaſed to exilt, 


J MAN. BEHOLD. THE. END. OF. ALL. BENOUGHY, 
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1596. 


WISER. THAN. THE. HIES TES. I. TRUST. IN G0D, 


The caſtle of Ardkinglaſs * is compoſed of three ſeparate 
towers, each of them fronting an area within. Ihe ſpace, 
between the towers, is defended by a ſtrong wall, about 1 5 
feet high. In the courſe of this wall is the great gate, which 
is defended by ſmall round turrets in flank, with aperture, 
through which thoſe who aſſailed the gate might be annoy. 
ed with arrows, or with ſmall fire-arms. The gate is alſo 


gate tower, Around the area, and within the walls, ar 
ſmaller buildings, for lodging ſervants, for holding arms 


in a low ſituation, and could not ſtand out againſt a regular 
inveſtment. The time in which this caſtle was built is not 
known; but there is certain evidence of its having been re- 
paired in the year 1586. The old reſidence of the family af 
Ardkinglaſs, of which the ruins can now ſcarcely be traced, 
was at a ſmall diſtance from the preſent caſtle, but in a more 
commanding ſituation. The place of greateſt antiquity, and 

| ſtrength, 


oa 


 ® Ardiinglaſs, probably Aird achoinghlaiſs, the reſidence of the 
gray dog. The great extent of plain ground around Ardsilg: 
aſs permitted the proprietors to indulge in the pleaſures of the 


means the re/idence of a great ſamily ; it ſeems to expreſs the 
ſame meaning which the word place conveys in ſome parts d 
the low country of Scotland. Ard ſignifies high. In formet 


cularly on promontories, for defence; and the name is ſtill cas 
tinued, though the circumſtance which firſt gave riſe to it ha 


1 


* 
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ftrength, in this diſtrict, is the caſtle of Carrick *. This 


-aftle is built upon a rock, which was formerly ſurrounded 


by the ſea, by means of a deep ditch. The entry to the 
' caſtle from the land, was by a draw-bridge, which was de- 
fended by a ſtrong wall, and two ſmall towers. The caſtle 


elf, is of an oblong figure, but not perfectly regular, as the 
architects in laying the foundation, kept in ſome places by 


the very edge of the rock; it is 66 feet long, and 38 broad, 


over walls, the fide wall is 64 feet high, and 7 feet thick. 


Between the caſtle and the ſea, there is a part of the rock 


unoccupied, which was ſurrounded by a high and ſtrong 


wall, built round the edge of the rock, within this ſpace 100 | 
men might conveniently ſtand, for the defence of the caſtle, 
if it was attacked by ſea. Before the invention of gun- 


powder, the caſtle of Carrick could only be taken by ſur- 
priſe; it was ſcartely poſſible to ſtorm it, nor could it be 


taken by blockade, as it had always a free communication 


ith the ſea, for a veſſel of any burden will ſwim along the fide 
of the rock. The time in which this caſtle was built, does 
not ſeem to be aſcertained : It can be traced up as far as the 


end of the 15th century, but it is probably much older; The 


tradition of the country is, that it was built by the Danes, 
lt was a King's houſe, and the Duke of Argyle is heritable 


| keeper of it. Tt was burnt by the Atholmen. Nothing aw | 


remains but the * z and theſe are not entire. 


n all the moſſes in this hn even in thoſe 
on the tops of the hills, trunks of trees of various kinds are 
tund, and there is rio doubt that this country was once 


nuch covered with timber. Old people ſtill remember ſe- 


reral extenſive woods, where there is not now the veſtige of 
b. III. | . | „ Y 3 | 5 A 
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a in Carraig, a Rock, 
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à tree. The great object, for a long time, was to clear the 


2 
ground, and to prepare it for paſture and tillage; but this {þ 
ſyſtem was carried too far: Timber has become ſo ſcarce, and of 
fo valuable, that in a conſiderable part of ſuch a country ag pr 
this, the woods yield a greater profit than any thing elſe fiv 
which the lands can produce. The natural woods, there. II 
fore, are now regularly cut, and preſerved with care; and re 
there is a great number of. trees planted yearly. in different fre 
places. The natural woods conſiſt of aſh, alder, hazel, and th 
birch, but moſtly oak; and there are ſeveral plantations, fre 
(particularly a very extenſive one at the family place of Ard. th 
kinglaſs) of Scots and ſilver fir, larix, plain, beech, elm, and th 
lime. The natural and planted timber in this pariſh, yields be 
the proprietors of the land about L. 500 Sterling yearly; if m 
the woods were cut down, the ground which they occuyy, ab 
even though perfectly cleared, would not pay the half of ey 
that rent. | Gon th 
| | 40 
Agriculture, —As this pariſh was never meaſured, it is im. 
poſſible to aſcertain the number of arable acres in it wit. Wl 
any exactneſs. It is believed, however, that the proportion W 
of arable land to the reſt of the pariſh, is as one to fifty, de 
There was more grain raiſed in this country formerly than * 
at preſent: The inhabitants of old were in uſe to delve, or Lo 
dig the ground, a great way up the face of very. ſteep hilk, © 
and the ridges can be traced at this day; at preſent, there s * 
ex 


very little ground in tillage, but what is ploughed; and ſuch 
is the inattention of the people to agriculture, and ſo ten 


cious are they of old cuſtoms, that they continue to ule the lir 
| ſtrong heavy Scots plough, which requires two men and m 
four horſes, though the ground, in general, is neither ſtrong L 
nor ſtoney. Some of the tackſmen are beginning to uſe the l 


man 


. 


— 
— 


n 

G ln the rivers Goil, Fine, and Long, there are burn trouts of dif- 
1 ferent ſizes, and near the coaſt, ſea trout and ſalmon. Loch. 
1 fine, Loch- long, and Loch-goil, abound in great variety of 
þ excellent fiſh 3 at all ſeaſons of the year, there are haddocks, 
F whitings, and codlings ; they are killed either with the hand 
he line, or with the long line. The haddocks in Loch- goil are 
nd more numerous, and of a larger ſize, than in thoſe parts of 
Lech. ne, and Loch- long, which belong to this pariſh. In 
he ror of the ready acceſs from Loch · goil, and Loch- long, 
1 Grernock, Port-Glaſgow, 6 and Paiſley, conſider- 
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pelt ill adapted for tillage ; there is very little land capable 


preſerve the crops. The preſent ſowing of this very exten- 
| five pariſh, is only 230 bolls of oats, and 25 bolls of bear. 
The ſmall quantity of grain that is ſown, does not yield good 
returns; oats generally yield three ſeeds and a half, and bear 
from four to five ſeeds; nor will the ground produce even 
theſe ſcanty crops, without conſtant manure. Oats are ſown 
from the 6th to the 26th of April, and bear the ſecond and 


the crops are ſeldom completely ſafe before the end of Octo- 
ber; in wet ſeaſons the harveſt is till later. Potatoes are 
much cultivated, and they produce plentifully ; there are 
about 150 bolls planted annually. The hay harveſt, how- 
ever, is the moſt important, and occupies the attention, and 


the labour of the people, more or leſs, from the end of July 
to the end of . 


FE. There are vi this pariſh two ſmall water lakes, 
which-afford abundance of trout, of a ſmall ſize, but of a moſt 
delicious taſte and flavour; theſe trouts are killed with the rod, 


able 


ol being ploughed, little ſun-ſhine to ripen, or dry weather to 


third weeks of May. The harveſt begins in September, and 


and take the hook readieſt in the months of May and June. 
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hands might be employed, with great benefit to the country, 


a great price in theſe populous towns. It muſt be confeſſed, 


of June and July, What fiſh is killed is ſent to Glaſgoy, 


to 2d, But the fiſh which is of the greateſt general good, 


fiſhing, in ſome one of the three lochs connected with this - 


fons, The alaerity with which the People Prepare for this, 
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able ſums of money might be made of this fiſhing, and many 


and advantage to the inhabitants eſpecially in the winter 
and ſpring ſeaſons, when freſh fiſh of every kind, muſt bring 


that this field of induftry has been much neglected; and it 
was not till of late, after ſome people from Nairn began to 
fiſh in theſe lochs, that the inhabitants of the country were 
ſenſible of the plenty, which Providence has placed within 

their reach. They are now beginning, and only beginning, 
to beſtow more attention on this kind of fiſaing, but not 
{ſuch as its importance deſerves. In the end of ſpring, and in 
ſummer, there are ſeveral ſalmon fiſheries, on the coaſts of 
the three lochs ſo often mentioned; but the quantity of fil 
mon killed is very inconſiderable. A few ſhoals of mackerel, 
uſually come in to Loch-goil, and Loch. long, in the months 


Greenock, &c. Before the middle of May the ſalmon gives 
from 10 d. to 8d. the pound, and after that 6d, Mackerel, 
being a fiſh which is only got occaſionally, never fails to 
bring a great price; a mackerel generally brings from 13 0. 


in this country, and in every country where it is found in 
abundance, is herring. There is frequently a good herring 


parith, '1he Loch- fine herrings are well known; and the her- 
rings killed | in the two other lochs, are nearly of the ſame ſize 
and quality. The herrings generally make their appearance 
in the mouths of June and July, and ſometimes remain till 
December or January; and as the lochs in this country are 
ſeldom more than a mile broad, and have no ſwell of ſea, 
nor rapid currents, the boats can go out in the ſtormieſt ſex 


cent 
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ſeems to compenſate for their indifference to every other 
gſning. The two laſt ſeaſons there was a great herring fiſh- 
ing in Loch-goil, and Loch- long, eſpecially in the former ; 


lng, eſpecially in the warm ſeaſon of the year, 'The herring 
that was killed early laſt ſeaſon, ſold at 2s. or 28. 6d. the 
hundred; after the fiſhing became general, 1 s. the hundred 
vas the uſual price. Beſides the varieties of fiſh already 
mentioned, there are ſeveral other kinds found in theſe 
lochs. Flounders and ſkate are in great abundance ; mullets 
allo are ſometimes to be found; the ſun or fail-fiſh occaſion- 
Ay viſits us ; this fluggiſh fiſh ſometimes ſwims into the fal- 
Aon nets, and ſuffers itſelf to be drawn towards the ſhore, 
N without 


| but ſcarce any in Loch- fine. The laſt year in particular, Wa 
dere were upwards of 120 boats, and at leaſt 500 men in af 
| both theſe lochs more than four months; and there is good 5d 
| reaſon to believe, that L. 5ooo Sterling were received for N 
| herring, excluſive of what the fiſhers uſed for their own ſub- | 
tence, and of the great quantity which was conſumed freſh 1 
) in the country. It is computed that L. 1200 Sterling of this | bo 5 
. money was drawn by the inhabitants of this pariſh. Such a ; 44 
l fiſhing is not frequent in Loch- goil; but, as has been already 7 ; 
b obſerved, there are often great numbers of herrings caught in i} . 
ſome one or other of the neighbouring lochs; though there 1 
8 ae ſome ſeaſons, in which this fiſh entirely diſappears. 1 
8 Loch- long, and Loch- goil, from their ſituation, have one ad- f | j 
rantage over Loch fine. The herring that is killed in the = 1 
; mo former lochs, may be brought to Greenock, or Glaſgow, 1 
; in a very ſhort time, without any land carriage; whereas the i A 
) herring that is killed any where near the head of Loch-fine, YH ; 
. in order to be ſold freſh, muſt be carried by horſes in creels, = 9 
„ bom Loch-fine, to the head of Loch- goil, at the diſtance of a 
| eight or ten miles; thus not only an additional expence is Þ 
p incurred, but the fiſh is much damaged by frequent hand- | g : 
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without any reſiſtance, till it gets ſo near the land, that f 
want of a ſufficient body of water, it cannot exert its ſtren gth, 
in diſintangling itſelf from the net, the fiſhers in the meat 
time, take advantage of its ſituation, and attack it with ticks 
and ſtones, till they have it ſecure. Some of theſe fifh are 
very large; many of them have been taken aſhore at Loch. 
goil-head, in the manner now deſcribed; there was one in 
particular, a few years ago, which meaſured 28 feet in 
length, and from which 150 gallons of oil was extracted. 
Small whales, and purpoiſes, make their appearance in ſum- 
mer, and buckers at all times of the year. Of amphibious 
animals, there are none but the ſeal and the otter, nor are 
' theſe very numerous. A. few years ago, a creature of a very 
uncommon appearance, was taken aſhore in a ſalmon net at 
Loch-long fide in this pariſh ; it was of the ſpecies called the 
ſword-fiſn. The body of the fiſh was about nine feet long, 
and ſomewhat rounded ; from its noſe iſſued a horn, or hard | 
bony ſubſtance, about three teet long, ſhaped like a two- 
edged ſword, and tapering beautifully towards the point, 
which with the edges were excceding ſharp. The year after 
this fiſh was taken aſhore, another of the ſame kind was 
caught in the ſame place, and in the fame manner, With 
regard to ſhelLfiſh ; there are a few oyſters to be got upon the 
ſtones and rocks, and great abundance of muſcles, cockles, 
wilks, or periwinkles, and ſome ſpout-fiſh. There is alſo ſome 
ſea-ware, but not in great abundance, owing to the rugged- 
| neſs of the ſhore ; the ſea-ware in this country is of an in- 
ferior quality, from the great quantity of freſh water in the 
lochs. About 20 tons of kelp may be made yearly. The 
lea · ware is alſo uſed for manure 3 but generally with a mik- 
ture of dung. 


Bird. — The migratory birds which viſit this country; 7 
N t 
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che ſwallow, cuckoo, fieldfare, doterel, green and gray plo- 
ver, and woodcock. With regard to native birds, the eagles 
of this country are of a prodigious ſize, and remarkabie for 
their ſtrength and ferocity. They make great havock among 
the lambs in the end of fpring, when, in addition to the cra- 
rings of their own hunger, they are impelled to rapine, by 
the cries of their young. There are ſeveral inſtances well 
vouched, of an eagle's carrying a lamb, whole and entire in 
the air, more than a mile, and bringing it to her neſt, Two 
years ago, one of theſe birds carried a kid away from its 
dam, upwards of a mile, and after lighting with it upon the 
ground, on being fcared away, by people who were coming 
that way, it was found, not only that the kid was alive, but 
that it had received no material injury; the kid was five 
weeks old. The hawk is next to the eagle in ferocity ; but 
it does no injury to cattle, The raven is not ſo harmleſs ; 
kites, crows, and rooks, are in great abundance; and the 
harſh and melancholy note of the owl, ſometimes diſturbs 
the ſilence of the night. This country has all the ſmall 
birds which are common in the weſt of Scotland. Birds of 
game are not ſo numerous as they were before the intro- 
duction of ſnieep; theſe animals break: their eggs, crop the 
tender part of the kerbage, and of the heath, upon which 

they feed while young; birds of prey, however, do more 


ne jury to game, than even the ſheep ; and gentlemen. of 
* landed property, by their anxiety to preſerve the game, 
in ſem to defeat their own purpoſe. They have in effect diſ- 
he armed the country people; the conſequence is, that birds of 
" prey of all kinds, are becoming more numerous, and theſe 
x bias do a great deal more injury to the game, than poachers 
could poſſibly do in fuch a country as this. The tarmagan 
is ſometimes ſeen in the mountains. Grouſe, heathfowl, par- 
. iges, quails, and ſuipes, are to be found in their different 


ſeaſons. 
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ſeaſons. The aquatic birds are, the duck, teal, Widgeon; 
cormorant, heron, and ſea-gull. 


Wild Beafls,—'T he red deer, once a native of this country, 
is not now to be ſeen; but the roes have not yet altogether 
forſaken their old haunts. Hares are in preat abundance, 
Foxes were formerly very numerous; but ſince the land has 
been chiefly ſtocked with ſheep, the deſtruction of theſe 
animals has become an object of great attention. For this 
purpoſe, two, three, or more pariſhes, according to their ex- 
tent, join in ſupporting a fox-hunter, and a pack of dogs, 
The fox-hunter receives a fixed ſalary; he is continually per- 
ambulating the country, and lives upon his employers; every 
tackſman and tenant being obliged to entertain him and his 
dogs, a ſpecified number of nights in the year, accord- 
ing to the extent of land which he poſſeſſes. In conſe 
quence of this eſtabliſhment, a fox is ſeldom ſeen, Wild 
cats are more numerous than foxes, and are alſo very deſ- 
tructive to lambs; they lodge in the crevices of rocks, and 
in deep and narrow holes, in the face of dreadful precipices, 
where it is exceedingly difficult to get near them. Martins 
are not ſo frequent as they have been, but there are {till a 
few of them in the country; and alſo polecats and weaſels. 


Black Cattle and Herſes—There are 180 horſes in the pa- 
riſh, and 2120 head of black cattle. The horſes are parti) 
reared in the pariſh, and partly brought from the weſtward. 
They are, in general, neither handſome, nor large; but they 
are bardy, active, laborious, and eafily fed. The black 
cattle are ſmall, but, like thoſe of Argyleſhire in ge- 
neral, they are very handſome, well haired, well limbed, and 
weigh well for their bulk. The ſtots, or bullocks, ae 


brought annually to Crieff, or Falkirk, and ſold in theſe 
” | | places, 
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plates, to people from England. They are generally ſold 
when three or four years old, and after being fattened a few 
years in England, it is ſaid, that they are reckoned ſuperior 
to Engliſh beef. The cows are fattened in the pariſh, and 
in the neighbourhood, and fold to the butchers of Glaſgow, 
Paiſley, Greenock, and Dumbarton. 


Sheep. This diſtrict is much better adapted for ſheep, 
than black cattle. Among the high rocks, concealed deep 
pits, and hanging precipices, black cattle could not p.:ſture 
with any ſafety ; and, in former times, a very conſiderable 
number of them were loſt every ſeaſon; but theep can travel 
through theſe places with great eaſe and ſecurity, The cir- 
cumſtance which principally renders this county improper 
for black cattle, is the want of provender in winter, A 
great number might be grazed in fammer and harveſt, but 
there are no low lands from which to raiſe the tenth part of 
the provender neceflary for feeding thein to advantage in 
winter and ſpring z the provender, indeed, is rather ſcarce 
for the ſmall number of black cattle in the pariſh at preſent, 
though there is double the quantity of hay made now, than 
Vas made 30 years ago. Accordingly, when this county 
was chiefly ſtocked with black cattle, there was not a ſeaſon 
in which a great number of them did not periſh for want; 
and in bad ſeaſons, it was very common for a tenant to loſe a 
third, and ſometimes the half of his ſtock. But there is now 
provender prepared for the theep, and, except in exceeding 
bad years, when the ſnow comes on late in the {pring, and 
lies long upon the ground, there 15 never any conſiderable 
ioſs. John Campbell of Lagwine, from Ayrſhire, was the 
lirſt perſon who ſtocked a farm with ſheep in this pariſh, 35 
years ago. Some of his countrymen ſettled ſoon after, in 
the neighbouring pariſhes. The country people regarded he 
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few ſtrangers who came to ſettle among them with an eil 
eye; and this rendered them more averſe to follow their ex. 
ample, But a ſhort time reconciled them to their ſyſtem, 
and convinced them cf the ſuperior. advantage of ſheep to 
black cattle. From that time, therefore, the number of 
ſheep has been encreaſing, and that of black cattle decreaſ. 
ing, It is believed, that there are at preſent about 26,500 
ſheep in this pariſh, The few ſtrangers who came to ſettle 
here, brought with them the breed of ſheep which they 
had in their own country, and the ſheep which have been 
introduced ſince, from time to time, were chiefly brought 
from the Linton market. It is ſaid that there are principally 
two kinds of ſheep at that market. The long tailed white faced 
| ſheep, are a mongrel breed, a mixture of the Scots and the 
heavy Engliſh breeds; theſe have never been found to thrive in 
this country. The other is the black faced ſhort tailed kind; 
theſe anſwer here well, and improve greatly the firſt few years, 
The proprietors of ſheep in' this diſtrict are very attentive to 
change the breed of their rams. Without this precaution, 2 
ſlicep ſtock. is found to degenerate very ſoon. They are allo 
convinced that it would be of advantage to change their hog, 
i. e. one year old ſheep; and ſome of them are reſolved to 
make the experiment. They ſeldom keep a ram above three, 
| never above four years old, With regard to the ewes, it i 
found very unprofitable to keep them longer than fix eus 
they commonly begin to degenerate at four. Indeed, the 
younger the breeding ſheep are, it is the better for the flock, 
both with regard to carcaſe and wool. The rams are re- 
moved from the ewes the firſt day after the 1oth of Octo- 
ber, and kept ſeparate from a month to ſix weeks, conſe 
quently the ewes lamb between the 1ſt and 20th of April 
The ſheep in this country run wild through the mountains 
but they muſt be gathered at leaſt four times in the year 
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The firſt gathering is early in the month of May, in order 
to mark and cut the ram- lambs; the ſecond in the month of 
June or July, to clip the wool; the third in Auguſt, to wean 
the lambs from the ewes, and the fourth in October, to ſe- 
parate the rams from the ewes. The ſheep that are fold, 
are bought upon the ſpot by the butchers of Glaſgow, and 
the other neighbouring towns; and the tackſmen wiſh to 
manage matters fo, that the butchers may take them away, 
at the two laſt gatherings. In this, however, they are not al- 
ways ſucceſsful ; on the contrary, they are frequently obliged 
to have other gatherings, merely for the butcher. They ge- 


nerally ſell off about a third of their lambs, and always the 


worſt. Their wedders they ſeldom keep more than three 
years, though they are not in their prime till four or five; 
but it is found more profitable to ſell them when three years 
old, than to keep them longer. The year old ſheep and the 
rams are ſmeared ; ſmearing preſerves them from the ſcab, 
and from vermin ; it keeps them warm in winter, by occa- 
tioning a continual perſpiration, which prevents the ſnow 
from lying upon them, in ſo much, that a ſmeared ſheep may 
cally be known in ſnowy weather by its not being covered 
over with ſnow, like the reſt of the flock. The great quantity 


of ſnow which lies upon a ſheep, eſpecially if it freezes upon 


the animal, muſt be a very heavy load, and muſt greatly ob- 
ſtruct it in travelling, and in working for its meat, i. e. re- 
moving the ſnow with its feet, in order to get at the herb- 
ige: The ſmeared ſheep are free from this inconveniency z 
delides, ſmearing, when there is a proper quantity of butter or 


wool, 


The ſheep which have been brought here from the low 
try, are ſubject to a diſeaſe, called the braxy, which ap- 


pears 
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pears to be an inflammation of the bowels; it carries them 
off in a few hours; but if the carcaſe is found within a day 
after the animal dies, and entire, it ſells for half price. This 
diſeaſed meat is partly eat by ſervants, partly by cottagers, and 
a conſiderable quantity of it is ſalted and ſent to market. No 
antidote has yet been diſcovered againſt this diſeaſe, It uſual. 
ly begins in the end of harveſt, and it chiefly attacks that 
year's lambs, and always the fatteſt of them. It is believed, 
that the tackſmen of this country loſe a fourth of their 
young ſheep by this diſorder ; it is not fo deſtructive in the 
low parts of Scotland ; the lambs there, it is ſaid, are paſ- 
tured ſeparately from the reſt of the flock, and kept poor in 
fleſh ; but the high ſteep hills, and thick fogs in this coun- 
try, render it impoſſible to paſture ſheep in ſeparate hirſles, 
as they do in the ſouth. It does not appear that the ſheep 
which have been introduced within theſe laſt 40 years, are 
of a better kind, than the few. ſheep which were in the 
country before that period. It muſt. be confeſſed, that the 
preſent kind are larger, but there was no attention paid to 
the improvement of the old breed : The breed of rams waz 
never changed, they had acceſs to the ewes at all times of 
the year; the ewes often brought forth in the months of Fe. 
bruary and March, and a great number of the lambs periſhed 
in the ſtorm; the few who ſurvived wanting ſuitable nouriſh» 
ment, were ſtinted in their growth, and the refuſe of the 
lambs were never ſold off. Notwithſtanding theſe diſadvan- 
tages, the old ſheep were not much inferior in bulk to the 
preſent kind, and their fleſh was equally fat, delicious, and 
well- flavoured. 


Wool. Whatever be the caſe, with regard to the carcaſe, 
the wool of the preſent breed of ſheep is much inferior te 
that which grew upon the old Highland kind. The p. — 
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ſheep, indeed, yield a larger quantity, but it is coarſe, ſtrong, 
and ſhaggy 3 the ſheep which were in the country formerly, 
had thick ſhort wool, remarkably fine in the pile. At pre- 
ſent about ſeven fleeces go to the ſtone ; there are upwards 
of 3000 ſtones ſold annually in this pariſh, The greateſt 
part of which, for ſome years paſt, has been ſold to the pro- 
prietors of a very extenſive woollen manufactory, between 
Glaſgow and Dumbarton, and conveyed there by water at 
the expence of the purchaſers. 'The price of the white 
wool is 75. and 68. 6d. when there is a fourth part of it 
laid; it is uſual to give a ſtone to the ſrore. Though all the 
wool in this pariſh brings the ſame price, it is not all nearly 
of the ſame value; the buyers are ſenſible of this, and when 
they get well acquainted with the wool of the different 
farms, it is hoped they will make a diſtinction, as nothing 
tends more to diſcourage the improvement of wool, than 
giving the ſame price for the good and the bad. 


Population. From a ſurvey of the pariſh, which was finiſh- 
ed the 24th day of March 1791, it appears, that the number 
of inhabitants at that time was 1012; of whom there wert 
under 15 years of age 431 


above 15 unmarried - 220 
med 7. 276 
vidowers and widows - 85 

1012 


In Dr Webſter's report, the number is 1505. 


Table 


12 Staiiflcal Actoumn 
Table of baptiſms and marriages v. 


Years, Baptiſms. Marriages. 


1750 49 13 
176 Ss 50 14 
1752 47 "Y 
1753 45 11 
Yearly average 48 14 


Tears. Baptiſms. Marriages, 


1787 25 1 
1788 28 8 
1789 26 5 
1790 . 23 9 
Yearly average 26 6 


The great decreaſe in the population of the country is 
owing to the introduction of ſheep. Since the farms have 
deen chiefly ſtocked with ſheep, one man often rents as 
much land as 10, 12, or 14 tenants formerly poſſeſſed. 


Utility of the Preſent Syſtem.— It is frequent with people 
who wiſh well to their country, to inveigh againſt the prac- 
tice of turning ſeveral ſmall farms into one extenſive grazing, 
and diſpoſſeſſing the former tenants. If the ſtrength of 2 
country depends upon the number of its inhabitants, it ap- 
Pears a pernicious meaſure to drive away the people by de- 
priving them of their poſſeſſions. This complaint is ver) 
juſt, with regard to ſome places in Scotland; for it muſt be 

greatly 


_  ® There never was any regiſter of burials kept in the pariſh, 
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greatly againſt the intereſt of the nation, to turn rich arable 
land, which is capable at the ſame time of ſupporting a 
number of people, and of producing much grain, into paſ- 
ture ground, But the complaint does not ſeem to apply to 
this country. The ſtrength of a nation cannot ſurely con- 
ſiſt in the number of idle people which it maintains; that 
the inhabitants of this part of the country were formerly 
ſunk in indolence, and contributed very little to the wealth, 
or to the ſupport of the ſtate, cannot be denied. The pro- 
duce of this pariſh, ſince ſneep have become the principal 
commodity, is at leaſt double the intrinſic value of what it 
was formerly; ſo that half the number of hands produce 
more than double the quantity of proviſions, for the ſupport 
of our large towns, and the ſupply of our tradeſmen and 
manufacturers; and the ſyſtem by which land returns the 


moſt valuable produce, and in the greateſt abundance, ſeems 


to be the moſt beneficial for the country at large. Still, 
however, if the people, who are diſpoſſeſſed of this land, 
emigrated into other nations, the preſent ſyſtem might be 
juſtly condemned, as diminiſhing the ſtrength of the country. 
But this is far from being the caſe ; of the great number of peo. 
ple who have been deprived of their farms in this pariſh, for 
30 years paſt, few or none have ſettled out of the kingdom 
they generally went to ſea, or to the populous towns upon 
the Clyde. The greateſt part of them betook themſelves to 
a ſea-faring life, and there are many veſſels belonging to 
Ulyde, and to other places in the Weſt India, American, and 
coaſting trades, and in the fiſheries, at preſent commanded, 
and partly navigated, by men who were born in this country, 
and the greateſt number of whom would have remained in 
the ſame ſtate of indolence and infignificance with their an- 
ceſtors, if they had not been obliged to go in ſearch of better 
:*tunes, Such of the people as went to towns, and had no 
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ſtock to lay out in trade, found employment, partly AS day. 
labourers, porters, barrowmen, boatmen, &c. but the great 
eſt number of thoſe who left the country for 1 5 years paſt, 
fupport themfelves by working in bleachfields, printfields, 
| cotton-mills, and many other branches of manufactures, in 
which much previous inſtruction or preparation is not re- 
quired. In theſe places, they have an eaſy opportunity, 
which they generally embrace, of training up their children 
to uſeful and profitable employments, and of rendering them 
valuable members of ſociety, So that the former inhabi- 
tants of this country have been taken from a ſituation, in 
which they contributed nothing to the wealth, and very 
little to the ſupport of the ſtate, to a ſituation in which their 
labour is of the greateſt public utility, It is true, indeed, 
that while they remained in their former ſituation, the coun- 
try had always a brave and a hardy race of men, ready to 
riſe in its defence, in times of danger; and though the inha- 
bitants of this pariſh were never fond of a military life, and 
few of them ever enliſted in ſtanding regiments, they always 
ſhowed great alacrity in arming for the defence of their 
country; and twice formed a company in the fencible regi- 
ments, which were raiſed for that purpoſe. But it will be 
acknowledged, that the navy is of greater importance to this 
country than the army. The preſent ſyſtem tends to ſupport 
the navy, not only by increaſing the ſtock of our manu- 

factures, and thereby promoting eommerce, but alſo by directly 
increaſing the number of our ſeamen, It has already been 
obſerved, that more than the half of the young people who 
left this country went to ſea; when married, their families 
live in ſea· port towns; their ſons early follow their father's 
own profeſſion ; on any emergency, they are liable to be 


preſſed i into the navy; 3 and during the late unfortunate Ame- 
rica 
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tican war, a great number of them ſerved on board the 
King's ſhips. 


Nor has the preſent ſyſtem contributed to make the con- 
dition of the inhabitants of the country worſe than it was be- 
fore; on the contrary, the change is greatly in their favour. 
The partiality in favour of former times, and the attachment 
to the place of their nativity, which is natural to old people, 
together with the indolence in which they indulged them- 
ſelves in this country, miſlead them in drawing a compariſon 
between their paſt; and their preſent ſituations. But inda- 


lence was almoſt the only comfort which they enjoyed. 


There was ſcarcely any variety of wretchedneſs, with which 
they were not obliged: to ſtruggle, or rather to which they 
were not obliged to ſubmit, They often felt what it was to 
want food; the ſcanty crops which they raiſed were con- 
ſumed by their cattle in winter and ſpring 3 for a great part 
of the year they lived wholly on milk, and even that in the 
end of ſpring, and beginning of winter, was very ſcarce. To 


ſuch extremity were they frequently reduced, that they 


were obliged to bleed their cattle, in order to ſubſiſt for 
ſome time upon the blood; and even the inhabitants of the 
glens and vallies, repaired in crowds to the ſhore, at the diſ- 
tance of three or four miles, to pick up the ſcanty proviſion 
which the thell fiſh afforded them. They were miſerably ill 
clothed, and the huts in which they lived, were dirty and 
mean beyond expreſſion. How different from their preſent 
ltuation ? They now enjoy the neceflaries, and many of the 
comforts of life in abundance ; even thoſe who are ſupported 


by the charity of the pariſh; Teel no real want. Much of 


the wretchedneſs which formerly prevailed in this, and in 
other pariſhes in the Highlands, was owing to the indolence 
of the people, and to their want of management; but a 
Vet. Hl. Aa courgyy, 
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country, which is neither adapted for agriculture, nor fy 


rearing black cattle, can never maintain any great numbex 


of people comfortably. A few villages, one perhaps in this 
pariſh, might be of ſervice in carrying on the fiſhing. The 
herrings, however, in theſe lochs, are a precarious ſupport; 


and it may be doubted, whether the other fiſheries would 
maintain a great number of men; perhaps the cottagers al. 
ready in the country, are ſufficiently numerous, to make the 
moſt of the white fiſhing, if they carried on the buſineſs 
with induſtry and perſeverance ; at any rate, if they gave it 
a fair trial, it would be found, whether an acceſſion of peo- 
ple to the country would be eligible.. But in order to carry 
on the fiſhing with ſucceſs, it would be expedient that a vil- 
lage ſhould be formed, and that the fiſhers ſhould live in 


one place, The moſt convenient ſituation for a village in 


this pariſh, ſeems to be near the entry into Loch-goil, this 
ſituation being convenient for Loch-goil, Loch- long, and the 
Frith of Clyde. 


Number of Proprietors, Tackſmen, and Tenants*.— There are 
three proprietors of lands in this pariſh, they are all perſons 
of rank, family, and fortune, and have eſtates in other pariſhes. 


None of them reſide here, except the principal keritor, who 


has reſided in it occaſionally, during the two laſt years. The 
valued rent of the pariſh is L. 4392: 1: O Scots, or L.366 :0:1 


Sterling. The reab rent is about L. 2500 Sterling, excluſive 


of the woods: 40 years ago the rent did not exceed L. 800 
Sterling. Of the tackſmen, there are three who pay above 


L. 2003 


7 


In this country, when a man takes a leaſe of a whole 
farm, and pays L. 50 Sterling, or upwards, of yearly rent, he 
is called a tackſman; when two or more join about a farm, 
and each of them pays a ſum lefs than L. 50, they are called 
tenants. Te” os 
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L. 200, five who pay above L. 100, and five who pay above 


L. 0 Sterling of yearly rent; the reſt, to the number of 35, 
are ſmall tenants, and pay from L. 10 to L. 40 Sterling a 
year. The tackſmen are opulent, comfortably lodged, and 
live with great decency; the tenants are alſo eafy in their 
circumſtances, and enjoy in a reaſonable degree the comforts 
and advantages of ſociety. The land in general is let upon 
very reaſonable terms. This is chiefly owing to the late Sir 
Janes Campbell of Ardkinglaſs, who did not wiſh to oppreſs 
his people, but took pleaſure in ſeeing them proſperous and 
happy. The benevolence and moderation of that gentleman 
will be long and gratefully remembered in this country. 


Poor.— The number of poor on the roll of the pariſh at 
preſent, is 253 they are ſupported by the money colicQed in 
the church on Sundays, which, at an average, amounts to 
near L. 24 Sterling a year. This fund is diſtributed to, the 
poor, according to their reſpective circumſtances. 


Church. — There are two .churches in this pariſh, one at 
Lochgoil-head, where the manſe is, and the other at Cairndow, 
near Kilmorich, upon Loch-fine fide. The miniſter preaches 
two Sabbaths at Lochgoil-head, and the third .Sabbath at 
Cairndow : Both the churches are eld, and in bad order; the 
manſe was built about 80 years ago, and is now undergoing 
a thorough repair. The living, including two glebes, one at 
Lochgoil-head, and the other at Kilmorich, may be valued 
at L. 130 Sterlin g. Sir Alexander Campbell of Ardkinglaſs, 
Baronet, is patron, and chief heritor. The family of Ard- 
kinglaſs have had the principal property in this pariſh, for 
1 centuries. There is no Seceder nor Roman Catholic 
in it. 


Schools. 
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$cbools. — There are two ſchools in this diſtrict ; a paro. 
chial ſchool at Lochgoil- head, and a ſchool at Cairndow, 
ſupported by the Society for propagating Chriſtian Knoy. 
ledge, The parochial ſchoolmaſter teaches Latin, Engliſh, 


Gaelic, writing, arithmetic, book-keeping, navigation, and 


church-muſic z and the Society ſchoolmaſter teaches all theſe 
branches of education, except Latin. The number of ſcholars 
| who attend the parochial ſchool is about 40. The number 
who attend the Society ſchool is uſually about 6c, This 
diſparity in the number of the ſcholars, is owing to the dif. 
| ference of the roads leading to the ſchools, Some of the 
tackſmen employ young men to teach their children in their 
own houſes; and the tenants and cottagers, who live at a dit. 
tance from the eſtabliſhed ſchools, uſually join in hiring a 

teacher at their own expence, at leaſt during the winter fea- 
ſon. The ſalary of the parochial and Society ſchoolmaſters 
is L. 10 Sterling each; and their other perquiſites amount to 
about L. 10 more. It muſt be acknowledged, that L. 20 is 
too little for the decent and comfortable ſupport of a ſchool- 
maſter, and too ſmall an allowance for the great trouble an! 
importance of his charge, 8 


Inns, —There are two principal houſes of entertainment in 
| this pariſh, one at Lochgoil-head, and the other at Cairn- 
dow; they are both neceffary for the accommodation of the pu- 
blic, Cairndow being ſituated upon the line of the great weſtern 
military road, and the only ſtage between Arrochar and Inver- 
aray; and Loch goil-head being a much frequented paſs, eſpe 
cially in ſummer, between the Weſt Highlands and the Lov 
Country. Beſides theſe, there are two or three huts in the 
pariſh, where ſpirits are occaſionally fold. Theſe, however, 
have no bad effects upon the morals of the inhabitants of 
this country. | 


Read 
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Roads and Bridges. — The roads were formerly made and 
kept in repair by the ſtatute labour; but that method was 
found inconvenient, and ineffectual, for making and keeping 
up good roads. Some years ago, an act of Parliament was 
obtained for the county of Argyle, converting the ſtatute la- 
bour into money, to be paid at the rate of 28. by every male 
perſon above 14 years of age. There is alſo an aſſeſſment 
upon the land, at the rate of 18. per pound of valued rent, a 
third of which is payable by the proprietors, and two-thirds 
by the tenants. The great military road from Dumbarton, 
to the Weſt and North-weſt Highlands, goes through 16 
miles of the upper end of this pariſh ; but, upon the weft 
coaſt of Loch- long, and upon both ſides of Loch-goil, there 
is ſcarce ſo much as a path; the ruggedneſs of the country 
renders travelling extremely difficult, and the many large 
and rapid waters without bridges, make theſe parts of the 
pariſh often impaſſable. It is found very difficult to keep up 
the bridges in many parts of the country; the rivers ſwell ſo 
ſuddenly, and ruſh down from the mountains with ſuch ra- 
pidity, that the bridges muſt be built in very advantageous 
lituations, in order to ſtand any time. There is one bridge 
in particular, near Lochgoil-head, which has fallen three 
times, within the laſt 15 years; it was built at firſt, and 
twice rebuilt, at the expence of the inhabitants. 


Character of the People. The tackſmen of this pariſh are 
in general very reſpectable, both with regard to information 
and morals ; the tenants are ſober and induſtrious ; the cot» 
tagers are rather indolent, eſpecially after they are ſucceſsful 
in the herring fiſhing ; and too many of them ſpend their 
time, from the beginning of January to the beginning of 
April, without any employment, but preparing their nets for 
the enſuing ſeaſon. To this, however, there are many ex- 
ceptions, 
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ceptions, and ſome of the cottagers are ſedulous and aye 
in ſupporting their families: It is much to be wiſhed, that 
the cottagers would carry on the white fiſhing, during theſe 
months of the year, in, which ſo many of them are at pre- 
ſent idle. The people of this pariſh have long been remark. 
able for their ſtrict honeſty, the regularity of their manners, 
their humanity, and their courteſy to ſtrangers. 


Language and Dreſs, —The-Gaelic language is moſt gene. 
rally ſpoken in this diſtrict. The greater number of the 

people ſpeak Engliſh, but not in general with ſo much eaſe and 
. Auency as they ſpeak Gaelic. Many of the old people un. 

derſtand no Engliſh, The Gaelic that is ſpoken in this 
place, owing to the frequent communication with the Low 
Country, is corrupted with a mixture of Engliſh words and 
Phraſes, and is not io pure, nor ſo correct, as that which is 
ſpoken in the more remote parts of the Highlands. It is 
not, however, more than 15 years, ſince the preſent miniſter 
Heard very old people in the pariſh repeat Gaelic poems, 
which they aſcribed to Oſſian, Orran, and other Caledonian 
bards; among theſe there were ſome detached and mutilated 
pieces of the poems, tranſlated by Mr M*Pherſon, and ſome 
entire epiſodes, fince publiſhed by Dr Smith of Campbeltown. 
The inhabitants in general, except thoſe who carry on the 
- fiſhing, continue to wear the Highland dreſs, the bonnet, the 
phillabeg, and tartan hoſe ; even the authority of an act of 
Parliament, was not ſufficient to make them relinquiſh their 
ancient garb. - 0 


Advantages and Diſadvantages. —The inhabitants of tha 
part of the par̃iſn which is ſituated upon Loch. fine fide, l 
bour under a very great diſadvantage with regard to fuel. 


The peats there are ſcarce, and at ſuch a diſtance, on thi 
| | tops 
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tops of high, ſteep, and rugged mountains, that they are 
carried to the houſes at a very great expence. At the ſame 
time, the great diſtance from the Low Country, and the 
croſſnefs of the navigation, render the freight of coal very 


ciently diſtrefling, the coals are ſubjected to a very heavy 
duty. Whatever may have been the original caufe of this 
ax, it is aftoniſhing; that the Legiſtature of a free and en- 
Ightened nation, ſhould have fo long continued a duty ſo 
oppreffive and partial, and which fo directly counteracts e- 


| rery attempt that can be made to improve thoſe remote parts 
of the kingdom. 
| The want of incloſures is another very great diſadvantage, 
1 in all parts of the pariſh. In a country which is not calcu- 
5 lated for raiſing corn, and where provender is very ſcarce, 
z green crops, particularly ſown graſſes, and field turnips, 
, would be of the greateſt advantage. Fhis advantage the 
; people cannot enjoy without incloſures ; and. inclofures will 


1 not become general, till the proprietors encourage that ſpe- 

cies of improvement more than they do at preſent. A tackſ- 
nan or tenant has little inducement to make improvements. 
His leafe is ſhort, never exceeding 19 years. The expence of 


n, 

Ne ſlocking his farm, may in generat, be fuppoſed, for a few 
he years, to exhauſt his money; and in a country which was for- 
£ merly poſſeſſed by ſmall and poor tenants, and which has 


been but lately ſtocked with fheep, the tackſmen are only 
beginning to have comfortable dwelling-houſes; and there 
re many ſmall incloſures of different kinds ſtill wanting for 
the lheep; ſo that a great part of a man's leaſe will be ex- 
pired, before he can get himſelf conveniently fet down ; 
and would he continue to make other improvements, parti- 
cularly 


high ; but, as if theſe natural diſadvantages were not ſuffi- 
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culariy cloſures, he not only throws away his money, with, 
out having time to get ſuitable returns, but theſe improve. 
ments will make the farm more valuable, and conſequently 
Heighten his rent, in the event of his getting a new leaſe; 
and they often tempt others to offer a greater rent than 
they ' would otherwiſe have done; ſo that he runs a greater 
hazard of being diſpoſſeſſed, in conſequence of thoſe very 
improvements which he has made at his own exprnce, 
Whatever money is judicioufly laid out upon incloſures, is 
cvidently for the advantage of the proprietor; he reaps the 
benefit; he ought therefore to contribute to the expence, 
The tackſmen of this country, are in general, fo ſenſible of 
the advantage of incloſures, that they would very willingly 
bear the half of the expence of making them, and keep 
them in repair entirely at their own charges, or pay the pro- 
prietor legal intereſt for whatever money he lays out for that 
purpoſe ; or make the incloſures wholly at their own en. 
pence, upon condition of being paid the value of them 2 
the end of their leaſe. The incloſures that ſeem to ſuit 
this place beſt, are ſtone dykes and ditches; hedges will not 
in general, anſwer the purpoſe; the young cattle in thi 
country lie out both ſummer and winter, and are ſo lively 
£13] wild, that they will run through a hedge without diff 
iy; 3, and nothing can confine them, but a ſufficient ſtone 
WH or a deep ditch, The pariſh enjoys a very great al- 
. 2nt ages, from the eaſy acceſs to market, in the higher part 
{the county, by the inilitary road already mentioned, and 
.. 142 other parts by water carriage. By theſe means, tht 
dean ſend their black cattle, ſheep, wool, fiſh, and 
eye 7 her commodity to Greenock, Glaſgow, Dumbarton, 
err towns, with great eaſe; and they alſo get, I e. 


dle who live upon Loch- fine fide, all the artic 
| which 
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«hich they import, brought to their doors, with expedition, 
and with very little expence. The conſequence of this re- 

and eaſy communication, is, that the inhabitants have 
always a ſure and ample ſupply of the neceffaries of life. 
Even in the year 1782, when more remote and inland 
countries were in the greateſt diſtreſs for meal, this pariſh 
had a plentiful ſupply from Clyde. 
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NUMBER XXI. 
PARISH OF DIRLETON. 
(County of Eaft- Lothian.) 

By the Ren, Mr ALEXANDER GLEN, 


Situation, Extent, Name, &c. 

8 pariſh is ſituated in the preſbytery of Haddington, 

1 and ſynod of Lothian and Tweeddale, where the Frith 
of Forth opens into the German ocean. It is about fix En- 
gliſh miles in length, and as many in breadth. The welt 
part along the Frith is barren land for near three miles, To- 
wards the eaſt the ſoil is better, and conſiſts of a large 
plain, near three miles in length, and one in breadth, which 
is covered with fine graſs, and ſeems never to have been 
ploughed. There are two ſmall iſlands belonging to the pa- 
riſh. The one called Fidrie is a very beautiful iſland, on 
which there are the ruins of a building, probably deſigned either 
for a chapel, or a lazaret for the ſick. The village of Dirle- 
ton is nearly in the middle of the pariſh, ſtanding on 3 
rocky ground, rifing towards the weſt. The rocks ſound 
and ſhake, as carriages paſs along, which circumſtance, pro- 
bably gave riſe to the name; the Scottiſh word Dir! 6gnity 
ing trembling. 


| Diſeaſes. — Agues and nervous diſtempers are common 

here, Eaſt-Lothian being much expoſed to the calterl 
winds, which blow in April and May. 0 

; | | hh 


of Dirleton. --..M 


W727 ge. — The ſea oppoſite to this pariſh abounds with 
ſhell-fiſh, and till of late, afforded abundance of white fiſh. 
There are alſo a good many ſeals on the coaſt. Sea-ware is 
plentiful after a ſtorm, and is found to be an excellent ma- 
nure, This weed, taken from the rocks and wy affords 
about 12 ton of kelp yearly. 


e are at preſent about 20 farmers in the 
pariſh, men remarkable for their induſtry and knowledge in 
agriculture. The diſtrict is in general cultivated in the fol- 
lowing manner: 


There are in wheat - Foo acres 
barley - - 800 
1200 
peaſe and beans 500 
turnips :- 50 


e  ſown-grals - 1060 

h links and paſture 3000 

n 

fp The ſouthern part of this pariſh is particularly rich and 
"0 fertile, The valued rent of the whole is L. 10,262 Scots: 


er The real rent about L. 6000 Sterling. William Niſbet, Eſq; 
1s proprietor. of two-thirds, and ſuperior of the whole pa- 
rſh, He is alſo patron of the church. 


Population, There has been no great alteration in the 
number of inhabitants for theſe 50 years paſt. There never 
Was any great trade or manufacture in the pariſh, and the 
hands employed in agriculture, are always nearly the ſame. 
There are at preſent about 1200 of all ages, and about goo 
above 10 years of age. From the ſeſſion records, it ap- 


; Pears, 


© 
4 
1 
* 
YL 
s 3 
* 
9. 
* „ 
Bo» 
A 
18 
$9 1 
4 
b& 
* 
* 
4 
" 
” 
. 
" 
S,. 
1 
* 
* 
1 
2 
* 
t 
, 
— 
7 
£ 0 
13 
1 
14 
1 
4 
= : 
a 
2 
* 
? 
1 
©. 
* 
x 
4 
' 
1 
5 
* 
2 
1 
z 
7 
WT 
: 
= 
Pg © 
__ 
=_ 
F 
. __ 
B.. 
75 
1 
. 
12 
1 
"76 
8 
1 
2 
1 
XZ 
N! 1 
* 
1 
** ©. 
Wt 
w 
. 15 * 
4 
=] 
_ 
+ TY 
37% 
©. 
_ 
L 
K 1 
* LS. 
LES 
* 
TY 
1 
1 
3 
s FL. 
== 
* 
* 2 
= 
1 
* 
0 
485 
1 
2 4 
o 
"14 
13 
= _ 
Ei. 
"of 
+ 
pv. 
i. 
3 
1 
£9 
21S 
4. 
14 | 1 
bt 
1 
1. C 
8 pF 
125 
55 
x8 
1 
: 
wo 
* 
| 
i 
pF 
Fs. 
1 I 
N 
F 
= 
br 
vt + 
. 4 
1 


n 


* Fa 1 * 
r ̃ irerꝛ: . ]⅛—r'Ä 8 
OY e 
- * e 


196 Statiſtical Accoum 


pears, that the births of males and females are hey ling 
GE 3 Ski 
16 
i Mates A OT ne RE | nul 

females 2 0 * FM 16 
marriages = „ r e | 
deaths — — - bs | 24 ] 

| houſes 5 55.04. 66 

vrerage produce from each marriage 4 
The common people are rather of a large fize, and are fe l 
markable for their ſober and induſtrious manner of living, ari 

Wages, Men ſervants maintained in the houſe, receive 

from L. 6 to L. 7 Sterling yearly; women ſervants from col 
L. 2: 10 to L. 3, day- labourers from io d. to 18. The ch 
young people are much employed in weeding corn and tur- th 
nips, during the ſummer ſeaſon ; their wages are from 4d. to * 
5 d. a day. be 
e | £01 
Improvements —The people here are incloſing their field, Wi fc 
and raiſing turnips ; potatoes (which now conſtitute a great Ne 
part of the living of the common people) are much culti fer 
vated, Many cattle and work horſes are bred, There are th 
but few trees of any age or growth in this part of the coun- D 
try. Mr Niſbet of Dirleton has planted a good many of he 
late, moſtly fir, aſh, and . and is increaſing the number la 
every year. ch 
| Schools, — In the pariſh there are ſeveral ſmall villages: * 
where old and infirm people keep ſchools for young child N 
W 


ren. The principal eſtabliſhed ſchool is in the village of 
Pirleton; the ſalary is 200 merks Scots, about I. 11 Ster- 
| ling, 


= 


1 


lng. Mrs Carmichael, widow of William Carmichael of 
Skirling, mortified L. Jo Sterling for educating and provid- 
ing books for poor children. In the different ſchools, the 
number of ſcholars are as under: . 


Ia the public eſtabliſhed ſchool ld 64 


In the ſchoo] of Fenton - - 20 
Kingſton - 20 
| Gulan | - - 81 5 


perquiſities, for Engliſh, 1s. 6d, for writing, 28. 
arithmetic, 28. 6 d. 8 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations —The poor are maintained by 
collections at the church-door, and the intereſt of a paro- 
chial fund, arifing from feveral ſums of money, mortified by 
the family of Dirleton, and by Mrs Carmichael. There are 
at preſent about 40 on the poor's roll; but there is not one 
beggar in the pariſh belonging to it. In this part of the 
country, coal is the common fuel, either brought by ſea, or 
from ſome coal pits which are now wrought in the county. 
Near the head-land called Gulan Nefs, there was formerly a 
ferry. boat, for carrying paſſengers from Eaſt-Lothian to Fife; 
this being the neareſt land to the Fife coaſt, of any between 
Dunbar and Leith. The farmers have both ſervants in their 
houſes, and cottagers, for the purpoſes of agriculture. The 
latter are confidered to be more fteady, and lefs given'to 
change; and are generally truſted with ſome degree of over- 
light in the farm. The wages of theſe cottagers, or hinds 
* they are here called, is nine bolls of oats, two bolls of 
barley, two bolls of peaſe, a cow maintained ſummer and 
vinter; and, if they ſow and ftack the grain, one firlot of 
Wheat, and a pair of ſhoes. All ſervants, day-labourers, 
winds, &c. have their diet in harveſt. 


AK 


198 Statiſtical Account 


NUMBER XXI. 
PARISH OF COULL 
(County of Aberdeen.) 

By the Rev. Mr AL EXANDER RoBERTs0n, 


Name, Situation, &c. 
FTFVHE name of this pariſh, (Coull) is of Gaelic extrac- 
tion, as are the names of almoſt all the places in this 
country. By a very 1mall variation in ſound, it may mean 
either the back or the corner, the latter of which is its natu- 
ral and proper import; as it is ſituated not ſo much on the 
back of any riſing ground, as in the corner of a large ſtrath 
called Cromar, in the eaſt end of which Coull lies. It is in 
the preſbytery of Kincardine-Oniel, county and ſynod of 
Aberdeen. The form of the pariſh is nearly triangular ; its 
longeſt fide may meaſure about five miles, and the other two 
about three miles and a half each. The ſtrath or country of 
which Coull forms a part, is in general flat, but ſurrounded 
with hills on every fide, which ſhelter it very much. The 
ſoil is of an excellent quality, deep and fertile, equally rt 
moved from clay and ſand, and is conſequently leſs apt to 
fail in its produce, either from violent drought on the one 
hand, or inceſſant rain*on the other. The air is pure, di, 
and healthy ; and there are no diſeaſes, as far as I have had 
acceſs to hear, peculiar to the place. To the welt of the 
manſe, there is a large bog or marſh, called Bogmore, 
| through 
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through the midſt of which, a ſmall rivulet runs, but ſo ſtill 
2s to be hardly perceptible, till you come near to Tarland, 
which is about two miles to the weſt. In conſequence of ſo 
long a level, the bog often riſes to an extraordinary he. ght, 
forming a ſheet of water, about a mile ſquare, full of wild 
geeſe, and ducks ; the laſt of which remain throughout the 
year; the former make their appearance about the middle of 
September, and continue till about the end of April. 'There 
are few fiſh, to be found in this bog except pike. There 
are no remarkable mountains here; the hills around are 
bleak and barren, affording paſturage only for ſheep. ; 
Prpulation, The number of inhabitants is from 460 to 
470, men, women, and children, included. There are 20 
males, and about 260 females. The number in Dr Web. 
ſter's report is 751. In this pariſh there are no inſtances of 
extraordinary longevity, which are well authenticated, It 
would alſo be extremely difficult to fix the preciſe num- 
ber of farmers here, for every man is a farmer in his 
own way, A man of ſome wealth and ſtanding in the 
country, takes immediately from the proprietor 100 or 150 
acres of arable land, and becomes accountable to him for the 
rent of this quantity : he will perhaps retain one third or 
one half of the beſt of it in his own hand, and let the re- 
mainder to. the poor dependents in his neighbourhood. As 


there is no market for potatoes here, the farmer raiſes only 
E many as ſer ves * own family. 


We and Diſaduantages.— This pariſh enjoys no pe- 
culiar advantages, except a fine pure air, and a warm lively 
ſoil. Its diſadvantages are: 1. It lies in an inland country, 
tar from market, and the means of improvement. Aberdeen, 
the neareſt ſea- port, is 30 miles eaſt» 2. This diſady antage 

might 
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might be ſurmounted, if proper encouragement were alloy, 
ed or improvements; the ſoil would be very grateful with 
ordinary treatment, but there is ſcarcely room even for that; 

few farmers here can ſay with certainty, that the bs 
which they poſſeſs this year, will be their's the next; they 
hold their farms from year to year, and it totally depends on 
the will of the landlord, whether they ſhall continue or re. 
move. What farmer holding his ground on ſuch a precarious 
footing, would chooſe to lay out money in improving his 
farm? 3. Accordingly, there are few fences in this coun. 
try; and on that account, though the people here begin to 
ſee the advantages of raiſing turnips, and would alſo very 
readily be brought in to improve by ſowing graſs-ſeeds, &c. 
yet it is hardly poſſible, without fences, to preſerve either; for 
it is the cuſtom here, and in the whole. country round, as 


ES foon as harveſt is over, to ſet cattle, ſheep, and horſes at li 


berty ; by which means, graſs, turnips, and every thing of 
the kind, are trampled under foot, or eaten up. 4. Ano» 
ther material diſadvantage which this pariſh, and the whole 
diſtrict round, labours under at preſent, and if not ſpeedily 
removed, muſt in a very few years complete the ruin of 
many farmers here, is the difficulty of procuring ſervants, 
and the enormous height at which their wages are arrived, 


Church and Poor. —The glebe, &c. will amount to about 

I. 60 Sterling. The church was rebuilt laſt ſummer; the 
offices are to be rebuilt this year, and the manſe repaired, 
There are three heritors in this pariſh, Sir William Forbes 
of Craigievar, and the Earls of Aberdeen and Aboyne. None 
of them reſide in it. Mr Farquharſon of Finzean, has 
alſo ſome property, and pays a ſmall proportion of ſtipend: 
The poor in this pariſh are few in number, perhaps nine or 


ten at an average. The annual amount of the 83 
wi 
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will be little better than L. 4 Sterling of money, and at inte- 
reſt about L. 40 en | | 

Antiquities. -- About a mile- and a half weſt of the manor, 
are to be ſeen the remains of a Druidical temple. The 
place is called Tamnavric, which ſignifies the Hill of Wor- 
ſhip; but there is nothing to be ſeen but a few large ito es, 
ſome of them ſtanding upright, others fallen dowu, without 
any appearance of figures or inſcription. Ihe molt remarke 
able fragment of antiquity, in this pariſh, is the Laitle of 
Coull ; it is ſituated about one-fourth of an Engliiz mile 
ſouth of the manſe. Not many years ago, there was !carcely 
any thing to be ſeen at all, but a number of little crecn hills, 
and the remainder of an old wall, about 3o yards long, and 
10 or 12 feet thick; the ruins were buried in the ground, 
and might have continued hid from mortal view, had not a 
ſcarcity of manure induced people to dig about the old wall 
for rubbiſh 3 in doing this, they came upon the remains of 
four gates and five turrets, of very extraordinary dimenſions. 
Theſe laſt, as nearly as can be gueſſed, for it is impoſſible to 
mealure them exactly, on account of their broken ſtate, will 
be about 18 or 20 feet diameter; the walls in thoſe places 
which ſcem moſt entire, are 15 feet thick, built with 
lune and ſtone throughout; one of the gates, which is not ſo 
much demoliſhed as the reſt, is cloſed above with a Gothic 
arch of free ſtone; this gate is 9 feet wide, 12 feet hign, and 
15 feet thick. The whole work, as far as it can now be tra- 
ced, appears to have been a ſquare, meaſuring about 50 
yards on each ſide. It is only a very ſmall portion of it that 
i yet opened up; three ſides of it, in a great meaſure, are till 
under ground. Among the rubbiſh dug up, were found ſe- 
veral ſmall pieces of ſilver coin, with this inſcription ; 
Alexander Rex Scotorum.” : 
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Miſcellantous Obſervations, — The roads in this pariſh are in 
tolerable repair, but many of them very ill contrived. The 
ſtatute labour is exacted in kind. There are no turnpike 
roads here. From 10s. to 158, is the average rent of arable 
ground per acre, good and bad included. Some of the farms 
may rent about L. 50 Sterling, and will include 200 acres of 
hill, arable, and paſture ground, There are in the pariſh 
408 horſes, 360 black cattle, and about 1500 ſheep, 


NUM. 


of Blackford. 


NUMBER XXIII. 
PARISH OF BLACKFORD, 
( County of Perth.) 


By the Rev. Mr Jon STEVENSON; 


Situation, Surface, Wc. 


THE pariſh of Blackford lies in the county of Perth, 
preſbytery of Auchterarder, and the ſynod of Perth 
and Stirling. The church ſtands upon a riſing ground, and is 
| nearly in the centre of the pariſh, which extends three or 
four miles around it. It was burnt in the year 1738, after 
diſmifling the ſchool in the evening. It was afterwards re- 
built upon the ſame ground. The moſt ſoutherly part of 
the pariſh is occupied by a ridge of the Ochil hills, which 
upon the ſouth ſide, towards the Devon, is ſomewhat ſteep, 
and in ſome places craggy, affording excellent paſture for 
ſheep. Upon the north fide, the declivity is more gentle, 
and laid out in ſeveral farms, The bottom of the country is 
a dead flat, watered by the Allan. Part of it is arable, and 
the reſt is either deep moſs, or marſhy ground, where the 
plough cannot go. Upon the north of the Allan, the 
ground riſes and forms a group of ſandy or gravelly hills, 
vith a vaſt number of hollows, ſome of them round, and 
others extended in length, forming little valleys, through 
vhich, for the moſt part, ſome ſmall brook runs. Theſe 
bcights may be from 20 to 30 fect perpendicular, and make 
| AY 
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a very uncommon appearance, They contain no rock, but 
when dup into, diſcover nothing but ſtrata of dead fand or 
coarſe gravel. They are generally covered with a ſhort 
heath or broom, having little or no foil upon the ſurface, 


North from theſe tumuli, the ground riſes to a large moor, 


called the moor of Tullibardine, the property of the Duke 
of Athole. It is continued from the Grampian hills in 
Muthil pariſh, and deſcends gradually eaſtward to the pariſh 
of Auchterarder, dividing Strathallan from Strathearn, and 

the ſouth ſide of this pariſh from the north. It is about two 
miles in breadth, is perfectly flat, and every where covered 
with heath. From this to the north boundary of the pa. 
riſh, the ground riſes and ſinks alternately, according to the 
courſe of ſeveral rivulets which run through it from weſt to 
eaſt, till they fall into the Earn. 


| Soil and Climate. —The ſoil in this pariſh is not good. In 
general, it is thin, with a coarſe gravelly bottom, and may 
be divided into wet and dry in the extremes. A great patt 
is ſoaked in water, which iſſues from numberleſs ſprings, ot 
runs between the upper ſward and the gravel below. What 
is dry is a light ſharp mould, mixed with fand, and a val 
number of {mall ſtones. In ſome places, the ſoil is deep, and 
conſiſts of a cold wet ſandy clay, with moſs or dead ſand be- 
low. Some few ſpots, that have been long cultivated, at 
tolerably fertile when the ſeaſon is good; but the far greater 
part of the ground in tillage has not the ſnialleſt pretenſion 
to fertility. But, bad as the ſoil is, the climate is {till more 
unfavourable. Great part of the pariſh lies very high above 
the level of the ſea, and with the Ochil hills between it and 
the ſun. The effects of the cold are {-nfibly felt in retard- 
ing and marring the growth of vegetables. Owing to the 


vicinity of the Ochil hills, we are expoſed to continual rail, 
a ind 
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and to heavy and deep falls of ſnow, which, for the moſt 
part, lie very long, and render the country impaſſable. 


Diſſes, While the climate is ſo noxious to plants... it 


diſeaſes, which take their riſe from a cold damp air, prevail 
here, ſuch as rheums and pulmonary complaints; but the 
ſcurvy is the moſt predominant diſeaſe; and is attended 
with violent ſymptoms, ſuch as aching pains in the joints 
and limbs, andi hard livid iwellings: In ſome caſes tumours 
are formed, which ſuppurate and degenerate into {crophu- 
lous runnings; in ſome inſtances it affects the judgment, and 
n akes the unhappy ſufferers put an end to their own exiſt. 
ence, Nervous fevers are very frequent; the inflaniniatory 
and intermitting fevers are little, Known; the putrid fever 
has appeared but once thele laſt 20 years. Formerly the 
mall pox never appeared in the pariſh, without proving fatal 
to one out of three whom they ſeized. But the country people 
have been taught to change their way of managing children 
in that diſeaſe ; and ſome are ſo hardy as to inoculate their 
children with their own band, ſo that very few die oi that 
Oper. 


| | 5 . e 
4 Rivers and Lakes, —The rivers of Ruthven, and Allan, 


both take their riſe in the neighbourhood of Gleucagles. 
dt Mungo's well is the ſource of the firſt, which, pafſi=g.the 
| houſe of Gleneagles, takes its courſe eaſtward, and falls into 
the Earn, to the north eaſt of Auchterarder. The latter 


into the Forth, about à mile above Stirling bridge. Both 
theſe rivers abound with the common red trout. The Allan, 
which is fed by a number of rivulets from the neighbouring 


Ochils, is ſometimes fo ſwelled, as to lay a great part of the 
flat 


in, 


nd 
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cannot be favourable to the bodies of animals : moſt. of the | 


runs weſt through Strathallan, paſſes Dumblane, and falls 
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flat ground, through which it runs, under water, but very 
ſeldom does any conſiderable damage, as the current is very 
gentle, There are two or three ſmall lochs near the church, 
in which there are fome perches; but the fiſh are not in ſuch 
plenty as to make it worth while to carry them to market, 


Quarries and Stones. — The ſtone in this pariſh is of 2 very 
hard quality. There is a large quarry wrought in Aber. 
cairney's lands, at the foot of the Ochils, which for many 
years furniſhed fine mill-ſtones to all the mills many miles 
round; it is ſtill working, though the demand for mill 
ftones is not now fo great as formerly. It alſo produces 
ſtones for building, and takes a tolerably good poliſh ; but, 
where it is much expoſed to the weather, it is apt to waſte 
and fall to pieces. Of this ſtone very good rollers are 
made. Beſides the quarry ſtones, there are vaſt quantities 

of large ſtones ſcattered upon the ground, ſome of which lie 
on the ſurface, and others are buried in the ground, to the 
great hindrance of the plough. They are generally a hard 
blue whin, which cannot be broken without the aid of gun- 
Powder ; the people begin now to remove them in that way, 
and build dykes with them. 


Duadrupeds,—The quadrupeds of a domeſtic kind are the 
ſame here as in every pariſh in Scotland. Our country breed 
of horſes and cows are generally of a ſmaller ſize, than thoſe 
in the low country, The ſheep were formerly ſmall; but 
ſince great numbers of young ſheep for breeding have been 
annually imported from the ſouth, the ein is greatly im- 
ent in ſize. 


in the year 1787, the number of ſouls # 


mounted to 1360, of which 650 were males, and 710 fe. 
a males; 
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nales; all of whom reſide in the country, as there are no 
towns or villages in the pariſh. In Dr Webſter's report, the 
number is 1681. Of late, ſeveral people have died between 
70 and 100, two men paſt 90, and not a few paſt 80. One 
woman of the name of Seton, died a few years ago at Black- 
ford, who, from hiſtorical facts which ſhe remembered, was 
ſuppoſed to be four or five years above 100. She retained 


plough, and whoſe families amount in whole to 432 old 
and young; and, including ſervants, male and female, to 589. 


nount to 359, who live upon ſmall pendicles of land. 
Productions. This pariſh produces moſt of the vegetables 


ſown, except a little which Mr Haldane ſows for the uſe of 
his own family, And it is but lately that the tenants have 


erly hoar froſts, while they are green; and if the harveſt is 
niny, it is difficult to ſave them. Barley is more or leſs 


Cheſter or rough barley z but oats are what the tenants prin- 


: chaly cultivate. . In ſome farms, they ſow a good deal of 
4 What goes by the name of gray oats, which are only valuable, 
: beauſe they yield a pretty good crop upon our thin chan- 
t telly ground, where hardly any other grain will grow. Tur- 
n lips, when they are ſown in drills, and properly managed, 


gow to a very conſiderable ſize. Clover and graſs. ſeeds 


ao produce tolerable good crops, Flax is raiſed in great 
plenty, and is, for the moſt part, of a very good quality. A 


„eck of lint-ſced, in a favourable ſeaſon, will produce be- 
es Nee four and five tones of flax. Potatoes thrive very well 
S3 1 = here, 


her faculties perfectly entire to the laſt, Within the bounds 


But, beſides theſe, there are 92 families, whoſe numbers a- 


that are common in other parts of Scotland. No wheat is 
begun to raiſe peaſe, as they are apt to be deſtroyed by our 


the produce of every farm; the kind generally ſown is the 
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here, and conſtitute a great part of the food of the lower 
claſs of the people. Fruit trees do not ſutceed, owi 
to the thinneſs of the ſoil, and the coldneſs of the climate. 
Barren trees of all kinds grow here; but what ſeems mot 
adapted to the ſoil, is the fir, which thrives very well in oy 
worſt foil. In the wood of Gleneagles, there are a dozen Or 
twenty fir trees, of the common kind, concerning which 
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there is no tradition, when, or by whom they were planted; 
they are exceedingly beautitul, and ſtraight in the trunk, and 
of a conſiderable length. One of them is 10 feet in ci. 
cumference, at about four feet above the ground. The .. 
riſh, in general, ſupplies itſelf with the neceſſary articles of 
Proviſion; and grain is frequently exported to Stirling and 
other towns. 


Fuel. — The fuel commonly made uſe of in this pariſh, is 
peat and turf, of which there is great plenty Since a goo! 
road was made through Gleneagles and Glendovan, which 

opens a paſſage to the ſouth fide of the Ochils, a confider 

abl-. _ quantity of pit-coal is annvally imported, and is uſel 

5 even by the common people. They are bought at the col. 
| liery ot Blaingone, belonging to the Duke of Athole, aboit 
nine or ten miles from this, and coſt the purchaſer 10 d. for 
every 30 ſtone upon the ſpot; an ordinary one horſe cat 
will bring home 30 or 40 ſtone, The peats coſt the people 


in the pariſh nothing but the trouble of caſting them, l 
leading them home. | 


Church. The value of the living, by an interim dectes 

of the Court of Seſſion, obtained by the miniſter, Mr Archie 
®bald Moncrieff, in the year 1727, is L. 43: 17 114 in mo- 
N including L.; for communion- 4 The ſtipent 
» 5 ad! in 9 is 14 e of bear, d the, fame quali 


af 
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of oatmeal, with a glebe and paſture ground, confiſting alto- 
gether of 17 or 18 acres. Charles Moray of Abercairney is 
patron. The heritors of this pariſh are ſeven in number; 
the Duke of Athol Charles Moray of Abercairney, Golonel 
Drummond of Mahany, George Haldane of Gleneagles, 
Alexander Campbell of Barcaldine, David Drummond of 
Duchaly, and William Graham of Orchil. None of theſe, 


except Colonel Drummond, Mr Haldane, and Mr Drums 
mond, have manſion houſes in the pariſh; 


Poor.— It appears, by the regiſter and books of accounts; 
from the Revolution to the preſent time, that, in the pariſh 


of Blackford, the ordinary funds have anſwered the ends of 
public charity. At firſt, very few applied to be taken upon 


the funds of the pariſh : And, till the Seceſſion began, 


the pariſh being much united; all, except a few Epiſcopals, 
came to church, and contributed to the ſupport of the poor. 


Thus more money was annually collected, than was expend- 
el, in the courſe of the year. Hence the ſtock roſe, and 
being laid out at intereſt, and that intereſt allowed to accu- 


mulate, the poor, in the year 1769, were poſſeſſed of L. 286 


of ſtock, About the year 1778, a farmer in the pariſh be⸗ 
queathed L. 50 to the poor. From the year 1780, to the 
peſent year, the average annual ſum received has been L. 333 
ind the annual diſtributions at an average amounted to L. 28. 


dntiquities.—It does not appear that there ever was any 


monaſtery in this pariſh. But-there were ſeveral chapels, 
lome of which are ſtill ſtanding ; and, before the year 17455 
public worſhip was occaſionally performed in two of them. 
One is ſituated at the houſe of Gleneagles, which is the 
burial place of the family; and another near the caſtle 


of Tullibardige, which was built 1 in the form of a croſs; 1 
"g/l 8 Dd . -_ >» 
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che 15th century, by one of the Earts of Tullibardine, þ 
the choir of this chapel the Dukes of Athol formerly butieg 
their dead, Beſides theſe, there are the veſtiges of tw 


chapels in the ground of Mahany, at one of which there i | 


ſtill a burying ground, uſed by the people in the neighbour. 
hood. here is the veſtige of a ſmall camp upon an em. 
nence, fronting Gleneagles, which has a commanding prof. 
| pet to the eaſt, and was probably an out-poſt, where a ſtall 
party of the Romans kept watch, while the army was en. 
camped at Ardoch, five miles to the weſt, 'The courſe which 
the Romans purſued in their marches from Stirling, el 
through Strathern, lies to the north of this pariſh, where 
there are the remains of a Roman cauſeway, called the f 
road, There is one barrow, a little eaſt from the manſe, but 
It has never been examined. The common notion concert: 
ing it, is, that it is the burial place of ſome great man. Per. 
haps it is of Druidical origin, and was one of thoſe place 
where they kindled their ſacred fire. In different places cf 
the pariſh, there are circles of ſtones, one in the parks of 
Gleneagles, one in the glebe, and another in the heights df 
Sheriffmoor, Theſe are ſuppoſed to have been places uf 
Druidical worſhip. In this pariſh, the anceſtors of the Dube 
of Montroſe had their ordinary reſidence, at the caſtle d 
| Kincardine, which was burnt in the time of the Civil Wars 
and has never been rebuilt z the ruins remain, and ſhov I 
to have been a very large and ſtrong Gothic building. lt 
ſtands upon an eminence, overlooking a deep glen, through 
which the water of Ruthven runs, and which makes a pit 
of the wood of Kincardine. In Tullibardine ſtand the f. 
mains of a caſtle of that name, the ſeat, in former times 
of the Earls of Tullibardine; and, for a long time aft 
that family came to the titles of Athol, by mT 


1 ing the heirels, w_ reed there ſome "FRE of the 
: 4 
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year, At the Rebellion 1713, it was garriſoned by a 
party of Mar's army, and taken by Argyle. Before the 1745, 
Lord George Murray and his family reſided in it. Since 
that time it has been ſuffered to go to ruin. 


Li 
j 
| 
| 
| 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations —There are no mountains in 
this pariſh, except a ſinall ridge of the Ochils. It is not fo 
high as the ridge to the ſouth of it, which is ſcen from 
Edinburgh. It is covered for the moſt part with fine paſ- 
ture, 


We have frequent thunder and lightening in this pa- 
riſh, but no remarkable accident has ever happened by it. 
We are expoſed to very violent gales of wind from the weſt 
ind ſouthweſt, which ſometimes unroof houſes, blow down 
trees; and in harveſt cauſe a prodigious ſhaking in the ſtand- 
ing corns. About two years ago, a hurricane of this kind 


8 , 3 "Fw 

« began about the weſt end of the pariſh, and continued in a 

4 direction north eaſt, for about a dozen of miles, and little 
more than three miles in breadih. The greateſt part of the 

a | 3 YN 

nm flax was at the time ſpread upon the ground, and, within the 

1 limits mentioned, it ſwept the whole before it, rolled it into 

; heaps behind dykes or Lge or threw it into ditches and 
other hollow places. 

115 

7 It 


The pariſh cf Blackford hath no peculiar auvantages or 


tiſadvantages, The names of places in it are for the moſt 


uph | 

* pat Engliſh, but ſome few are evidently Gaelic. 

[es | 5 . 

1 The people have nothing remarkable in their . ſize, 
iet krength, or features; they are of the middle ſize, of a duſky 
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11 complexion, have a ſerious turn, and are very zealous in 
be religious matters. 


The 


gravelly ſoil, They are eaſily kept up, and till lately, thi 


have been thrown over ſeveral rivulets which come from the 


late Sir William Moncrieff received L. 3o from the county 
funds, with which he built three vey neceſſary bridges at 
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The women are the only manufacturers in this pariſh, 
From the flax that is raiſed in it, they ſpin a good deal of 
linen yarn, and make many pieces of coarſe linen cloth for 
ſale; and, by their induſtry, raiſe a part of the rent that i 
paid t to the landlord, 


The roads in the diftri are naturally good, owing to the 
was done by 1 the ſtatute labour, which was very ill perform. 
ed. They have now fallen into the method of commuting 
the ſtatute labour for money, at the rate of from 8s. to 128. each 
plough ; and little tenants and cottagers are charged ſuch ſmall 


ſums as they are able to pay. Within theſe few years, bridges 


Ochils, and in floods were very troubleſome to travellers, 
Theſe were moſtly built at the expence of the county. The 


Blackford. 
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NUMBER XXV. 
PARISH OF ASHKIRK, 
| (Counties of Roxburgh and Selkirk.) 


By the Rev. Mr SIMON HaLiBURTON. 


Situation, Extent, and Surface. in 
HIS pariſh lies in the counties .of Roxburgh and Sel- 
kirk; the greater part of it, however, is in that of Rox- 
burgh. It is in the preſbytery of Selkirk, and ſynod of 
Merſe and Teviotdale. The pariſh is of a ſquare form, 
about ſeven Engliſh miles long, and three broad. This pa- 
riſh may be called hilly, but moſt of the hills are free from 
heath to their very tops. The foil 1 in general is light, and i in 
ſeveral parts fi pongy. 


River and Labes.— There is only one river in the pariſh, 
which runs through it from weſt to eaſt ; it is called Ale. 
There are four lakes within, and eight partly without the bounds 
of the pariſh, none of them above a mile in circumference, 
al which diſcharge their waters into the river Ale. This 
tiver abounds with trout. The lakes produce large trout, 
| nh, and pike in conſiderable numbers. 


Horſes and Black Cattle. —The number of horſes is about 
140, and that of black cattle about 442. About 92 calves 
4 7 are 
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are bred yearly, part of which are diſpoſed of when fat, and 
part retained for keeping up the ſtock. 


 Prodattine,— There was formerly, perhaps, too much grain 
ſown here, and the paſſion for doing fo is ſtil] great. The average 
increaſe is only three or four ſeeds, which plainly ſhews, that 
the land is very ill cultivated, or better adapted for paſture than 

for corn. Many of the farmers have got pretty much into the 
ule of raiſing green crops, eſpecially potatoes, cabbages, and 
turnips, which anſwer well. Finding the great advantage of the 
latter, in feeding their ſheep and black cattle, it is likely that 

they will continue to cultivate ſuch kinds of crops, 80 

much, indeed, has this practice prevailed of late, that there 
are now 107 acres re ih this my 


tut rent and Hirkantwe Tha e is about L. 2000 
Sterling. Within theſe fifteen years it has riſen about a 
fourth. This increaſe may be aſcribed to the melioration of 
the land by marl, from a moſs of great extent, which was 
drained about 15 years ago, as well as to the general riſe of 
markets. There are nine heritors, only one of whom re- 
ſides in the pariſh. Sir Gilbert Elliot, Baronet, of Minto, is 
patron. 


3 the Merch of April 1799, the church was 
begun to be rebuilt, and is now nearly finiſhed. The manſe 
was built in 1785. 'The ſtipend amounts to L,57:9:5 in 
money, and go bolls of victual, one half oat-meal, one halt 
barley, Teviotdale meaſure. 

0 

Population. There are now in the pariſh of Aſhkirk 539 
ſouls, of whom there are, 


Under 
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Males. Females. 


Under 10 years of age , 10x 59 
TR to and 20 — 62 58 
20 and 8 + „ n e 
NETS og a8 
o and 100 . 1 3 
| 271 268 
N77 Males 271 


— 8 Total 5239 


Since the year 1755, the inhabitants have decreaſed about 
go ſouls; in Dr Webſter's report the number being 629. 
The people of PRs —— at e, 


and * 


Fuel. — The fuel principally uſed is peat or turf, which 
are not abundant. The more wealthy pariſhioners bring 
coals, for the uſe of their families, from Lothian, or from 
the Engliſh borders. The places whence theſe coals ane pn 
cured are about "_ —_ diſtant from Aſhkirk. N 


Ppor. The number of RY hs ſtand oppn-the:roll.of 


| the pariſh is 10 3 they are maintained by aſſeſſments, and 
the weekly collections in the church. The heritors aſſeſs 


themſelves in a certain ſum, to be raiſed in proportion to 


their valued rents. The proprietor pays one half, the tenant 
the other, and the diſtribution is made quarterly. 


N U M. 
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NUMBER XXV. 
PARISH OF SMALL HOLM. 
(Counties of Roxburgh and Selkirk.) 


By the Rev. Dr ALEXANDER DUNCAN. 


| Nome, Situation, Surface Eat, Se. 


QMALLHOLM is the name of the pariſh, Whether it i 
derived from /mall-ham, a village, Holm a wood, or 
Home, from the town of Home, two miles diſtant, which was 
formerly a garriſon and a caſtle, is uncertain. It lies in the 
county of Roxburgh, in the preſbytery of Lauder, and 
ſynod of Merſe and Teviotdale. It is in extent ſomewhat more 
than three miles, from the north a little beyond the 34th 
mile ſtone, on the high road from Edinburgh to Kelſo, to 
the 37th on the ſouth. The form is irregular ; it is near 
four miles from weſt to eaſt, but at the eaſt draws to 2 
tongue, or ſmall point. The turnpike road runs through 
the village, in the middle of which the church ſtands 
| Statute labour, when exacted, never came to any account; 
it is now commuted. The country is a mixture of flat 
and riſing. grounds. The ſoil is in different places very 
various, but generally a mixture of clay; though, upon 
the whole, when not too much of it is ploughed, or too 
often, it is thought to produce very good crops of oats, bat- 
_ ley, peaſe, and ſome wheat. The air is healthy, neither is 
e the 


of Smallholm; Tr 


the place liable to any topical or epidemical diſeaſe. The 
village, and two other parts of the pariſh, have rock for 
their bottom, and materials of that ſort are got very near 
the public roads, to repair them: Of the diſeaſes, that pre- 
vail among labouring people; four ſixths are fevers ; a phyſi- 
cian who practiſed a good many years in this country, ſaid 
that theſe diſeaſes abounded moſt in years of plenty. 


Antiquities On the ſouth weſt corner of the patiſh; 
ſtands a large ſquare tower, belonging to Mr Scott of Har- 
den, It is a beacon or land- mark at ſea, to direct ſhips to 
Berwick ; it is called Sandy-- not, or Smallholm-tower. The 
hills or riſing grounds are covered with graſs for ſheep paſ- 
ture, This neighbourhood, on both fides of Tweed, was 
formerly the warlike part of the country, and expoſed to the 
inroads of the Engliſh ; the lands, therefore, all lay run: rig, 
that when the enemies came, all the neighbourhood being 
equally concerned, might run to oppoſe them, After the 
Union of the Crowns, this contention ceafed, and pro- 
perty became ſafe. The ravages in former times were ſo 
frequent, that there was no biſhopric in Scotland, ſouth of the 
Forth, until Charles I. erected the biſhopric of Edinburgh: 
In England, none were erected further north than Cheſter in 
the ſtreet; and Lindiffern in Holy land ; though on both ſides 
of the border there were many abbacies. The reaſon was, 
abbacies were reckoned holy houſes, and the people never 
touched them, But the biſhop, his palace, and furniture, were 
reckoned ſecular ; and therefore; on any inroad, the people, 
like the populace of Rome, on the ede vacante, accounted all his 
Property lawful plunder. By this run- rig diſpoſition of lands 
in Scotland, the poſſeſſions were forinerly very ſmall; but 
the people of ſuch villages were more numerous. Now al. 
molt all theſe run · rig lands are divided. In the former ſhape 
they were meapable of improvement. In this pariſh, in the 
Vol, III. Ee 


years 
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years 1739 and 1740, 1800 acres of lands in run-rig were 
divided, and let into large farms. The villages and houſe 
formerly poſſeſſed by the ſmall farmers, have fallen down, and 
the lands are let to one fixth part of the former number of 
' tenants. This is one certain cauſe of the decreaſe of the num. 
bers of people in many places. Another is, young men going 
to the army and navy, many of whom never return. It wa 
computed, that, during the two laſt wars, 7o, ooo men were 
recruited or raiſed in Scotland. It is alſo reckoned, beſides 
thoſe who have gone to North America, and to the Eaſt or 
Weſt Indies, that 10, ooo journeymen wrights, carpenters 
bakers, gardeners, and taylors, &c, go yearly from Scotland 
to London. Many of them emigrate from this part of the 
country, failing from Berwick and Newcaſtle, where the 
paſſage is ſhort and frequent, and the freight eaſy. 


Population.—In 1700, the number of inhabitants was 600; 
in 1743, the examination roll was 457 ; in-1790 it decreaſed 
more than 100. In Dr Webſter's report the number of ſouls is 
ſtated at 551, One effect of the diminution of the numbers, 
is, in many places, to raiſe the price of labour. In 1744, day - 
labourers here had 5d. or 6 d. a day without victuals; now they 
have 6 d. or 8 d. and victuals, and 10 d. or 18. without them. 

The number of examinable perſons, who are inrolled after 
they are ſeven or eight years * is 33 53 of 2 150 are 
males, and 185 females. 


Mt allen Obſervations — The oublic roads from ſouth 
to north, through the middle of the pariſh, were made by 
act of parliament, and are ſupported by the tolls. A good 

part of the pariſh is incloſed, and is let at 108. the Englih 
acre. Since 1744, the wages of ordinary or houſhold ſer- 
vants are doubled, and are now from L. 6 to L. 8 a man ſer- 

vant in the year, and L. 3 or L. 4 a woman ſervant. 


NUM. 
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NUMBER XXVI. 
PARISH OF MAYBOLE, 
(County of Ayr.) 


By the Rev. Dr James WRIGHT, 


— 


Situation and Name. 


AYBOLE is ſituated in Carrick, one of the three 


derived its name from the ancient game called the maypolc. 
There is at Maybole a piece of level ground, conſiſting 
of upwards of an acre, called the Green of Maybole, 
which is uſed as a place of exerciſe for the ſchool boys; 
vhere, in former times, the people from ſeveral parts of the 
country uſed to aſſemble, for the purpoſe of enjoying the di- 
rerfion of the maypole. | 


Maybole conſiſts af a town and of a landward pari ſh. 


I. Town of Maybole,—Maybole is ſituated on the ridge of 
a piece of high ground, with a dry bottom, and a fine ſouth | 
expoſure, It is defended from the northerly and caſterly 


winds, by a range of high lands, which gradually fall 
back from the town, in the form of a ſort of amphi- 
theatre. Maybole is amply ſupplied with excellent wa- 
ter, This | circumſtance is mentioned, becauſe, toge- 

| ther 


diſtrifts into which the county of Ayr is divided. 
lt is the principal village in Carrick. It ſeems to have 


. 
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ther with the dry bottom, and ſoutherly expoſure, it ac. 
counts for the great health and longevity of the inhabi- 
tants. Within theſe five years, Mr David Doig, ſchool. 
maſter at Maybole, died at the age of 104. About three 
years ago, a woman died here, aged 105. In this town 
there are at preſent 10 perſons, whoſe ages put together, 2. 
mount to upwards of goo years. Maybole is a borough of 
barony, and enjoys as extenſive priyileges, as any borough of 
the ſame denomination in Scotland, Its charter is dated at 
Edinburgh, the 14th of November 1516. There is at May. 

bole a very old building, commonly called the college, the 
walls of which are ſtill ſtanding ; and the area within is now 
uſed for the burying-place of the family of Caffillis. This 
houſe was built in the year 1371. It was the chapel or col- 
legiate church of Maybole, and was both built and endowed 
by John Kennedy, a connection of the Caffillis family, 
The charter of the edification and endowment of this chapel, 
was granted to John Kennedy of Dunure, by Robert II. 
King of Scotland, and by Walter, Lord Biſhop of Glaſgow, 
within whoſe dioceſe the chapel lay. | 


Manufacturer —The woollen manufacture is carried on, in 
Maybole, to a greater extent than is commonly known. 
Eighty looms are employed in the town and country pariſh 
of Maybole, in weaving woollen cloth for blankets ; and all 
theſe looms, except a very few, are in the town. Theſe 
| looms employ, in the courſe of the manufacture, about 300 
perſons, who are ſo induſtrious, that they manufacture an- 
nually about 5600 ſtones of wool, each ſtone containing 24 
lib. averdupois. According to its quality, the wool is pur- 
chaſed from 5s. to 218. per ſtone. The cloth is fold from 
6d. to 18. 6d. per yard; and from 20 to 40 yards are made 


from one ſtone, It is wove from 1 d. to 2 d. per yard, ones 
ſol 


ſold at eight annual public markets, four of which are at 
Maybole, and four at Ayr. Within theſe twelve months, 
the cotton manufacture has got a ſmall footing at 8 18 
in which 24 b. are nn 7 
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Population. i the town of Maybole, there are 809 
examinable perſons, that is, at or above eight years of 
ige. 


$:hool.—The ſchoolmaſter has a ſalary of 200 hundred 
merks Scots, to which the heritors, many years ago, added 
100 merks more, The ſchool- houſe, which is built at the 
foot of the Green of Maybole, is but an old mean thatched 
houſe, very unſuitable to the eminent characters, which, at 
different times, have been educated in it. 


II. Landward Pariſh of Maybole.— The country part of this 


pariſh is very large and populous. In length from north to 


ſouth, it is 12 miles, and in breadth from eaſt to weſt, 7. 


Rivers, —The rivers of Doon and Girvan, afford plenty 
of excellent ſalmon and trout. The Earl of Caſſillis has 
the privilege of a ſalmon cruive, at the houſe of Caflillis, 
which ſtands upon this river, on the march of the pariſh of 
Maybole ; and his Lordſhip lets the ſalmon fiſhing at the 


foot of the river, where it joins the ſea, at the yearly rent of 
L. 100. 


Population.—In the country part of this pariſh, beſides 
thoſe in the town, there are about 1700 examinable perſons. 
Vithin the laſt 20 years, the population of the pariſh has in- 
creaſed by about 300 ſouls. Among this numerous body of 
people, conſiſting of 2599 perſons, at and above the age of 

= 
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eight years, there are only three Seceders, two women ang 

one man; and even theſe came but lately into the pariſh, 

The return to Dr Webſter being only 2058 ſouls, it follows, 

that the population has increaſed about 1000 fince 175 55 
there being 1 now about yoos fouls 1 in the pariſh, 


— Births, Deaths. Marriages, 
"oY Female 1 70 57 "9 
1785. . 41576 r 
n Pens e G6. 4 

. Females 32 66 ST N 
1 Females 35 py La 7 
TY: 2 1 * Ss 2 
„„ 16 


Church. The ſtipend of the miniſter is 63 bolls, 2 pecks uf 
meal, and L. 43 Sterling. To this there was an augments 
tion lately made of L. 30 Sterling. The church was built 

about 35 years ago. It is a large, but mean ſtructure, 


Poor. The number of the poor in the pariſh of Maybole 
is very conſiderable, ariſing partly from the great number of 
the inhabitants, and partly from the great influx of vagrants 
particularly from Ireland. It may be ſaid, that in this p# 
riſh the poor maintain the poor. Few of the principal ber 


tors reſide in the pariſh ; and nothing is given by — 
5 | the 


the way of donation, to the poor, who are maintained 
wholly by the collections made at the church door, upon 
Sunday. For that reaſon, though the contributions are 
very liberal, conſidering the ſmall: fortunes of the perſons by 
whom ta-y are given, the poor of this pariſh do not receive. 
even one half of what they would require, e 
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NUMBER vn. 
PARISH OF PERNELL 


(on of Angus.) 


By the Rev. Mr David FERGUSON. 
Fe oe þ — 


| Name, Situation, c. 


HE antient, and true orthography of FO pariſh, i 
Fernell ; but it is uſually written Fernwell, or Fam. 

well. Fernell is ſald to be of Gaelic origin; fern ſignifying, 
in that language, a den, and nell, a ſwan ; ſo that it ſhould 
ſeem to have derived its name from an adjoining den, which, 
at that time, had been the abode of ſwans. On the north 
fide of this den ſtands an old caſtle, once the reſidence & 
the anceſtors of the preſent family of Airly. The pariſh 
church is about three Engliſh miles ſouth of Brechin, The 
pariſh lies in the ſhire of Angus, preſbytery of Brechin, and 

| ſynod of Angus and Mearns, It is about three Engin d 
miles long, and two broad. = | fal 


The pariſh of Kinnaird, which lies between the pariſne , of 


of Fernell and Brechin, was disjoined from that of Fernell, an pa 
formed into a ſeparate pariſh, about the year 1633. In tit 
year 1771, at the inſtance of the heritors of the pariſhes of | 
Brechin, Fernell, and Kinnaird, the Court of Seſſion anne By 62 


- ed almoſt the whole of the pariſh of Kinnaird to Fernd) 
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aud the reſt of it to Brechin; which annexation took place 
in the year 1787. 


$:i1.—The foil is fertile, and generally low land, being fi- 
tuated in the middle of a firath, which extends to Mon- 
troſe, about five miles diſtant to the eaſt. This part of the 
pariſh conſiſts of a very fine clay and loamy ſoil, perhaps as 
good as any in Scotland, and very much reſembles the ſoil of the 
Carſe of Gowrie, betwixt Dundee and Perth. The ſouth and 
welt part of this pariſh is higher ground; the ſoil alſo is of a 
different nature, and inferior quality, conſiſting chietly of black 
earth, Some of the fields, in the eaſt part of the partth, 
are ſubject to inundations, from a {mall river, which, taking 
its riſe in the muirs, and being increaſed by a number of ſmall 
ſtreams, ſometimes in autumn ſwells to an amazing ſize, over- 
flows its banks, and breaks down the adjoining fences. 


Rivers. The only large river in the pariſh is the South 
Ek, which riſes among the Grampian mountains, runs cloſe 
by the ſouth fide of the town of Brechin, and after mean- 
dering beautifully through the ſtrath, diſcharges itſelf into the 
baſon, formed by the reflux of the ſea, on the weſt fide of 
Montroſe. A conſiderable part of this river forms the boun- 
dary of the pariſh of Fernell, on the north. It abounds in 
lalmon and ſalmon- trout; and the fiſhing upon that part of 
it, which now belongs to the pariſh of Fernell, the property 
of Sir David Carnegie, in extent about two miles and a halt, 
pays about L. 90 Sterling of yearly rent. 


Population, In May 1791, there were living in the pariſh 
020 perſons, of whom there were, 
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Under 10 years of age, FFF 
Unmarried, = Z 4 - 297 
„ 4 4 172 
Widowers and widows, 6Þ = — 2 

620 


Eight of theſe 620 were between 80 and go years old. 


Within theſe few years the number of inhabitants has de. 
_ creaſed conſiderably by the enlarging of farms, and of courſe 


removing ſeveral families of farmers, cottagers, and ſubtenants, 
In Dr Webſter's report, however, the number is only 509. 


Table of births, marriages, and burials, before the annex 


Births. Marriages. Burials. 


1784, 13 5 11 
1785, 10 3 WS. 7 
1786, 13 I 9 

1787, 10 Io "i 
At a medium, 11 oo 7 


Zince the annexation, 


Births. Marriages. Burials. 5 


1788, * - 19 
1789, 22 5 By 
1790,” . 6 13 
At a medium, 17 6 14 


No. regiſter of burials was kept here before the year 1784. 


784. 
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The number of the principal farmers is 11 or 12, moſt 


of whom are married and have families. Several of them pay 


L. 100, ſome from L. 100 to L. 150 of rent; and one pays 


I. 250. There are ſeveral other ſmall farms, which let at 


different prices; as, 5, 8, 10, 20, or L. 30. There are only 
three or four families of diſſenters; of whom one or two are 


Epiſcopalians, and the reſt Non-jurors. There are no Sece- 
ders, nor Roman Catholics. 


Productions. There are about 2200 arable acres in the 
pariſh, of which 8 or goo acres are of a rich clay ſoil. The 
greater part of the pariſh is incloſed ; the haughs or low 
grounds, where the ſoil is richeſt, with thorn hedges; and 
the others with fences of earth and whins, or with ſtone 
dykes; which laſt is acknowledged to be the beſt of any. 
Several improvements in this way have been carried on 
of late years, and the farmers ſeem to be convinced of 
the benefit of incloſures. All the unincloſed ground is 
therefore to be incloſed by the heritors with ſtone dykes, the 
tenants paying the intereſt. The farm houſes are in general 
very good; they, as well as the offices, being built of ſtone, 
and covered with flate. The principal crops in the pariſh 
are wheat, oats, barley, and peaſe. The quantity of wheat 
ſown here, has, for ſome time, greatly increaſed, and 
the clay ſoil is peculiarly adapted for it. This year there 
are about 1 50 acres of wheat ſown. Of late, there has been 
almoſt no Cheſter bear fown, barley being preferred, on ac. 
count of its giving a greater return, and a higher price. A 
conſiderable quantity of peaſe, ſome beans, and a great deal 
of clover and rye-graſs, are ſown in the pariſn; and uſually 
about 30 acres of flax. Turnips and potatoes are a general 
crop all over the country. Vams are alſo ſucceſsfully culti- 
vated for feeding cattle, and are faid to anſwer better with 


milk 
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milk cows than turnips, as the milk of cows fed upon them 
is not affected with the diſagreeable taſte, which the turnips 
never fail to give it. Oats, peaſe, and flax, are ſown from 
the beginning of March to the end of April; barley, from 
the middle of April to the middle of May; and turnips, 
from the middle till the end of June, and are generally 
ſown in drills. September and October are the months for 
ſowing wheat. The harveſt generally begins about the end 
of Auguſt, and, in ordinary years, the crop is got into the 
barn-yards before the middle of October. The loamy ground 


is cultivated four years in tillage, and fonr years in graſs. 


The clay lands are cultivated in ſix parts, viz. fallow, wheat, 
peaſe, barley, clover, and oats. A greater quantity of ever 
ſpecies of grain, than is neceſſary for the maintenante of 
the inhabitants, is raiſed within the pariſh. The unarable 
ground conſiſts of paſture, waſte ground, and planting. The 
extent of the natural paſture cannot be exactly aſcertained; 
neither can the meaſurement of the land, denominated waſte 
ground, be given; but it is neither extenſive nor uſeleſs, as it 
ſerves to ſupply the inhabitants with broom or whins for fuel. 

Of planting, there may be between 3 and 409 acres, the 
greater part of which is Scots fir; but in the pleafure 
grounds at Kinnaird, there is a great quantity of fine thriv- 

ing wood of all kinds. 


Church * Sebeel.— The ſtipend of Fernell, now, in conſe. 


quence of the annexation from the pariſh of Kinnaird, 157 
103 bolls, 9 pecks meal; 32 bolls oats; 67 bolis and 2 fir. 
lot Cheſter bear, and L. 24: 13 : 3 Sterling, communion elc- 
ments included ; beſides a manſe, garden, and glebe of avout 
7 acres. The late Earls of Southeſk were patrons of this 
piſs but, in conſequence of the forfeiture of their eſtate, 
in the year 1715, the right of patronage is now in the pol- 


| fenen 0 of the ce Sir David Carnegie, Bart. of South- 
_ 
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elk, is the repreſentative of the family, has his ſeat at Kin- 
naird, and is proprietor of all the pariſh, except Little Fi- 
thie, a ſmall eſtate of about 100 acres, the property of Wil- 
lam Gibſon, Eſq; who reſides upon it. The manſe and 
church were repaired in the year 1752 ; and the ſchool-houſe 
was built in the year 1747. The ſchoolmaſter's ſalary is a- 
bout L. 10 Sterling per annum; and he has, at an average, 
twenty-four ſcholars, who are taught Engliſh, writing, * 
arithmetic, | 


Pur.—The number of poor in the pariſh is, at an aver- 
age, 12, There is a mortification, by Dean Carnegie, of 800 
merks Scotch; the annual intereſt of which, together with the 
intereſt of ſome former accumulated collections at the church 
door, amount yearly to about L. 19 Sterling, which is diſ- 
tributed among the poor. The funds have rather increaſed 
than diminiſhed for ſome years paſt. No poor in the pariſh | 
are allowed to go about begging ; 3 but this, as well as other 
pariſhes in the neighbourhood, is much oppreſſed by vagrants 
and ſturdy beggars ; an evil generally Ig ane of, but ne- 
| yer attempted to be remedied. 


Wages About 40 years ago, the annual wages of the 
veſt labouring man ſervant was about 40 8. per annum; at 
preſent, they cannot be hired under L. 7 Sterling. About 
40 years ago, maid ſervants wages were about 20s. per an- 
num ; now they are L. 3, or amen more yearly, beſides 
ſome perquiſites, 


Fuel. The fuel in general uſed among the lower ranks of 
the people, for a long time paſt, was turf, brought from 
Monthrithmont Muir; but that muir was, ſome years ago, di- 
Ped among the gentlemen of property in the neighbour- | 

| | hood, 
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branches of firs, which are pruned from the woods, « 


' tance, where they are bought for 6s. or 68. 6d, per bol. 


labouring horſes is 120. The number of black cattle is ſup- 


at the rate of 11. 4s. Sterling for every L. 100 Scots of . 


which is in future to be collected every year, for the purpoſe 


ried on here, all the people being employed in farming 


degree, the conveniencies and comforts of ſociety, and feem- 
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| Hood, and no turf was afterwards allowed to be carried gy 


of it. In conſequence of which, fuel is a ſcarce commodi. 
ty here; and that now ufed by the lower ranks is the 


ſach broom and whins as the uncultivated grounds afford, 
Coals are alſo brought from Arbroath, about eight miles dif. 


(72 ſtone) free of any duty to government; ſo that they ae 
18. 6 d. cheaper than at Montroſe, where the duty is levied, 
No peats can be had within 12 or 14 miles. 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations, —In this pariſh there are 60 carts 
and 40 ploughs, 20 of which are ploughs conſtructed for 
four horſes, and 20 for two horſes; ſo that the number of 


poſed, at an average, to be about 600. There are no ſheep 
kept in the pariſh, as there are no hills or waſte ground to 
fupply them with paſture. The roads were formerly kept in 
repair by the tenants, who had their labour appointed accor- 
ding to the extent and value of their farms. Laſt year the 
ſtatute act took place, which converts the labour into money, 


lued rent. There was collected laſt year in this pariſh, in- 
cluding the tax on ſaddle and work horſes, L. 31 Sterling, 


of repairing the roads. There are no manufactures cu 


except a few who follow handy- craft employments, ſuch 3 
taylors, wrights, ſhoe makers, weavers, &c. They are a {0 
ber and induſtrious ſet of people, enjoying, in a reaſonable 


ingly contented with their ſituation and circumſtances 
There are no ale-houſes, nor is the want of them conſidered 
by the people as an hardſhip. | | 

6 ” UM. 
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NUMBER XXVILL 
PARISH OF STENTON. 
(County of Eaft- Lothian.) ; 


By the Rev, My ALEXANDER DAVIDSON. 


| Extent and Situation. 
PHE pariſh of Stenton lies within the county of Had- 
dington, in the preſbytery of Dunbar, and ſynod of 


7 Lathian and Tweeddale. The inland part of the pariſh is 
tin bout 3; miles from north to ſouth; and 3 from eaſt to weſt, 
4 & is called the inland part, becauſe a wing of the pariſh 


* retches ſouthward into Lammermoor, to the diſtance of 
about 10 miles from the church, and is there bounded by 


Ke the river Whitewater. 
ng $i —There is a great diverſity of ſoil in this pariſh z al- 


yol wolt all the variety comprehended between the ſtrongeſt 
Gay and lighteſt mould. The ſtrata immediately below the 
ll, are chiefly free ſtone or gravel. Round: the village of 
denton, and in ſome adjacent fields, the ground is very 
lloney ; the ſmall ſtones upon the ſurface lie ſo thick, that in 
me ſpots, when harrowed, ſcarce any ſoil is to be ſeen, and 
het in theſe very ſpots, the crop is generally good, and ſome- 
ines luxuriant. The ground in this neighbourhood is al- 
noſt all incloſed, chiefly with ſtone walls, from excellent 

| free 
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free ſtone quarries, which are to be found mans in every 
field. 


Produftions, —The crops are the ſame as elſewhere in Ft. 

Lothian. The grain is in general good; but, in Lammer. 
moor and its confines, the corn is of a very inferior quality, 
| Fortunately, in that bleak country, they depend little upon 
corn crops ; their ſheep farms are their chief ſupport, The 
paſſion for the turnip crop ſeems to grow in this part of the 
country, and is perhaps juſtified by its ſucceſs. 


Population. — The numbers in this pariſh, by an accurate 
lift juſt now made up, are 624 ſouls. In Dr Webſter's re 
port,- the number is 63 I, For the laſt 10 years the average 


of baptiſms was 14 
marriages — —& = 3 
burials — — * 


Poor. — Without the aid of aſſeſſments, the poor of thi 
pariſh are well provided for; the truſtees, at the ſame time, 
take care, that every individual ſhall do the beſt he can, for 
ſupporting himſelf, and no encouragement is given to idle 
| neſs, They have a capital of about L. 500, moſt of which 
Has been bequeathed at different times by individuals of the 
family of Beild. The colleCtions, added to the intereſt of this 
capital, afford the poor a decent and comfortable ſupply 
The poor here are under no temptation, and, indeed, they 
receive no encouragement to beg, becauſe they are aware ot 
the conſequence, that they ſhould thereby be cut off from 
all parochial aid. But, though there are no vagrants from 
this pariſh, the country is perpetually harraſſed, and perhaps 
never more ſo than at preſent, by ſtranger beggars, who pour 
in from all quarters, and greatly diſtreſs the honeſt and ir 
duſtrious. 


NUN 
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NUMBER XXX. 
PARISH OF BE AT H. 
(County of Fife.) 


By the Rev. Mr JaMEs RE1D. 


Extent, Ec. 


EATH ; is a ſmall inland pariſh, about four Engliſh miles 
long, and three broad, ſituated on the weſt end of the 
county and ſynod of Fife, and preſbytery of Duntermline, 
The Earl of Moray is patron. The value of the living is 
about L. 80 Sterling, including the glebe, 


this 

me - 1 | TY : | 

i ProduRions,—The only crops it produges are oats, barley, 
peaſe, beans, potatoes, and turnips; but no wheat, except what 


the miniſter ſows in his glebe. It is believed, however, that 
a great deal of wheat might be raiſed, were the ground pro- 
perly prepared ; but the farmers ſeem to have a prejudice 
wainſt it. A great proportion of the land is in graſs, and 
produces excellent hay and paſture, The largeſt of the cat- 
tle bring about L. 10 or L. 12 a head. Proviſions of all kinds 
have riſen nearly one halt within theſe 20 years, except oat 
meal, which is the principal food of the common people. 
There is only one coalliery in the pariſh at preſent, be- 
longing to John Symes, Eſq; of Cartmore ; ſeveral other ſeams 
of coal have been wrought formerly, and may ſtill be wrought, 
ab moſt of the ground ſeems to contain that mineral. 

Vol. III. Ge 1 5 Heritors. 
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Heritors, &c.— There are 15 heritors in the pariſh, four 
of whom are non-reſident. Many of them farm their own 
lands, ſo that the real rent of the pariſh cannot be eaſily 
aſcertained ; but there are about 30 farms in the pariſh, great 
and ſmall, which, taken at L. 5o each, at a medium, would 
make the whole rent L, 1500. About two thirds of the 
ground are incloſed, partly with ſtone 3G, and partly with 
hedges and en; 


There is no ane here, but plenty of ſtone for building. 
The whole of the ſurface is rugged and uneven, conſiſting 
of a great variety of little hills, or riſing grounds, but no- 
thing that can be called a mountain. 


Population. — The pariſh contains about 100 families, which, 
allowing ſomewhat more than four to a family, may amount 
in all to from 3400 to 500 ſouls. In Dr Webſter's report, the 
number is 1099, The population has decreaſed conſiderably 
within theſe 20 years; owing, not to any epidemical diſtem- 
per, for the people are very healthy, but principally to the 
practice of laying ſo much ground into graſs, by which 
means the farmers carry on their labour with fewer hands 
than formerly, | 


Peor.— There are no begging poor here, and only a few pen- 
ſioners, generally from 10 to 12. Theſe are ſupplied either quar- 
terly, or occaſionally, as they need. The funds are the ordi- 
nary collections, dues upon marriages, and burials, and tho 
intereſt of L. 100 due by bond to the ſeſſion. 


| Rivers, Wc T hath are only two ſmall rivers in the pa- 
riſh, one of which riſes out of Loch Tilly, and drives tuo 


corn mills, the only two in the pariſh z there is alſo a Lint 
mil 


mill, lately erected on a new conſtruction, which is drawn 
by a ſingle horſe without water, and ſerves for a barley mill 
at the ſame time: this is conſidered as a great improvement 
in this part of the country. Loch Tilly is a ſmall lake, or 
piece of water, which ſeparates Beath from Dunfermline, and 
abounds with pikes and perches. 


Curigſities.— The greateſt curioſity in the pariſh is the hill 
of Beath, the ſouth weſt part of which which affords a moſt 
delightful and extenfive proſpect of the Frith of Forth, 
the three Lothians, and many of the neighbouring counties ; 
it is covered with a beautiful green ſward, and affords excel- 
nt ſheep paſture. From the top, there is certainly one of 
the fineſt landſcapes in Scotland, This hill is frequently 
nilited by ſtrangers, for the ſake of the extent and beauty of 
the proſpect. 


$:hodl,—The parochial ſchool is the only one in the pariſh: 
the ſalary is 100 merks Scots. The number of ſcholars is 
about 30; the living altogether does not exceed L. 15 or 
L.16 a year. . 


N U M. 
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NUMBER XXX. 
PARISH OF FINTRAY, 
( County of Aberdeen.) 


By the Rev. Dy SAMUEL CoPLAND, 


Situation, Extent, Ce. 
PHE pariſh of Fintray, the origin and import of whoſe 
name are unknown, is fituated in the county of Aber- 
deen, and in that diviſion of the county called Formartin, 


It is alſo within the bounds borh of the preſbytery and 7. 


nod of Aberdeen. The pariſh contains about 10, ooo acres; 
and extends nearly five Engliſh miles in length, and four in 
breadth. Its form reſembles that of an Iriſh harp, The na- 
tural boundaries are the Don, which ſeparates it froni 
Dyce, Kinnellar, and Kintore ; the burn of Danemiln, which 
ſeparates it from Keith-hall ; and ſome riſing grounds, and 
ſmall rivulets or burns, ſeparate it from the other pariſhes, 
The pariſh is hilly, but not mountainous. The highway, 
running ſouth-eaſt from Danemiln to Aberdeen, divides the 
arable ground almoſt equally ; That part of it, which is on 
the weſt and ſouth-weſt of the high-way, is generally a rich 
loamy ſoil. The haughs eſpecially are very rich grounds; 
and this pariſh contains ſeveral hundred acres of haugh, the 
greater part of which however is ſubject to be overflowed 5 
the Don. The ground riſes from the river to the back part of 
the pariſh nearly 300 feet; and the ſoil is much worſe, con- 

EL ſiſting 
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lig partly of peat moſs, and partly of moor, interſperſed 
with patches of arable land, ſome of which is a ſtrong clay ſoil; 


River. The river Don produces falmon and very fine 
trout ; but the eruives, which are fituated near the mouth of 
the river, greatly diminiſh the value of the higher fiſh= 
ings, and have given riſe to many diſputes between the heri- 
tors of the upper parts of the river, and the proprietors of 
theſe cruives. A late decreet arbitral has been ebtained, 
which, it was thought, would have terminated theſe diſputes; 
but a proceſs is now depending againſt the proprietors of 
the cruives, for not obeying this deciſion. A great inunda« 
tion of the Don, in 1768, carried off the whole crop on the 
haughs. 


Population, 69, —The population has decreaſed within 
theſe few years. At preſent the number is 920. The 
number of both ſexes, below 15 years old, is 341; a- 
boxe 15, there are 579. At a medium of ten years; 
the number of deaths is 16;—of births 19 ;—of marriages 4s 
Out of 500 children, whoſe names are recorded in the pa- 
riſh regiſter, 274 are males, and 226 females. There are 
220 families in the pariſh, of which 4 perſons are black. 
ſmiths ; 13 are houſe-carpenters; 10 are taylors; 7 are 
veavers 3 5 are maſons; 1 dyer, and 9 are ſhoemakers. 
The number of inhabitants in Dr Webſter's report, is gog 
ſouls —There are 808 black cattle, 182 horſes, and 506 
ſheep, 


Productions and Rent. The productions of the pariſh are 
dats, bear or big, rye, barley, and peaſe. Tams, or horſe po- 
tatoes, have been lately introduced with ſucceſs. Potatoes 
ad turnips are becoming very general. The rent of the pa- 

riſh 
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fiſh is ſuppoſed to be L.. 1300 Sterling. The valued rent i 
L. 3007 Scots. $ 


Advantages and Diſadvantages, — The diſadvantages of the 
pariſh are, the poverty of the inhabitants, ſhort leaſes, ang 
diſtance from lime or marle. Peat moſs is alſo becoming 
ſcarce. This would really be an advantage, if the abſurd 
and oppreſſive tax on coals were repealed ; which puts it out 
of the power of poor people to purchaſe coals. The advan. 
tages of this pariſh are its ſouthern expoſure, which renders 
the harveſt earlier, than that of the adjacent pariſhes ; 
and the neighbourhood of Aberdeen, to which the inhabi- 
tants can go to market, and return the ſame day. Some 
long leaſes have lately been given, where the rents riſe at dif: 
ferent periods of the leaſe, and which tend much to encou- 
rage agriculture, Three of the farmers, who took theſe 
leaſes, came from the county of Angus. Good land generally 
tents at 20 8. per acre z poor out-field, as low as 28. or 3. 
The latter, in the way the tenants manage it, is the deareſt, 


Church. The ſtipend is 5 chalders of victual, one third 
of which is bear, and 440 merks in money, The glebe conſiſts 
of 6 acres of arable land, and an acre and an half of poor 
graſs land. The heritors are, Sir William Forbes, who is 
alſo patron of the pariſh, and proprietor of conſiderably 
more than the half of it; Mr Skene of Skene, who has 
nearly one third part; Miſs Dyce ef Dirblair, and William 
Jchnſtoun portioner of Weſter Blair. 


Poor. The number of families, on the poor's roll, is at 
preſent 16. The yearly collections are L. 18 or L. 19. It 
may be proper here to obſerve, that the late Sir Arthur For- 
bes, when in the decline of life, being unable, as formerly, to 


be 
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be preſent at public worſhip, always ſent a ſum of money e- 
very Sunday for the poor, not only from himſelf, but col- 
lected from all the company, who reſided at his houſe, and 
did not attend. This was a conſiderable ſource of ſupport to 
the poor; arid affords an excellent example, in thoſe parts 
of the north of Scotland, where the heritors and inhabitants 
are not aſſeſſed by law; as is uſual in the ſouthern diſtricts, 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations —There are nearly 300 acres 
planted with Scots fir, in general interſperſed with oak, aſh, 
elm, plane, beech, birch, larix, ſpruce, filver fir, and other 
foreſt trees. —The lands now, are commonly ploughed with 
weak horſe ploughs. Formerly ſtrong oxen ploughs were 
uſed, Since the introduction of horſe ploughs, the number 
of cattle has diminiſhed, at leaſt one half. That of ſheep in a 
ſtill greater proportion. One perſon, aged 96, died lately, 
and there are ſeveral now alive above 90 years old. The peo- 
ple are in general induſtrious ; but the knitting of ſtockings, 
which is here carried on to great extent, is too ſedentary an 
employment, and is often hurtful to the conſtitution, The 
farmers, in general, are but in middling circumſtances : Their 
condition would be much meliorated, by giving them long 
leaſes, The largeſt farm here, conſiſts of about 300 acres of 
able land. The pariſh, in general, is unincloſed, except 
what the proprietors have in their own hands. The roads 
ae now in pretty good repair; and bridges are laid over all 
the urns, or ſmall rivulets in the pariſh, 
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NUMBER XXI. 
PARISH OF CULSALMOND, 


« Coney of 4 lien) 


By the * De ulis M.LixsN. 


5 Name, Extent, 4 
HE name of the pariſh 3 is Culſalmond, 11 is ſituated in 


the county and ſynod of Aberdeen, and preſbytery 
of Garrioch. In length it is three and one half miles, and in 
breadth three miles. There are two little hills in the pariſh, 
called Corſdow and Cuſſalmond, which are covered with heath, 
and abound with fine blue {late, which is carried to conſider- 
able diſtances. The reſt of the pariſh is quite level, and of 
a deep fertile ſoil, The air, in the ſpring, is a little foggy, 
but very few diſtempers prevail. The only river is the Uri, 
running the whole length of the pariſh ; but, as it is ſmall 
trouts alone are caught in it. The diſtance from the fea 1s 
25 Engliſh miles. 8 


Population. With regard to the population of the pariſh,ths 
can be traced no farther back than 36 years. It was then more 
populous than at preſent, owing to the improvements made by 
the proprietors, which led them to take much ground into their 
on bands. But as the whole pariſh, in the courſe of 25 Jean, 


has r to new owners, the population is increaſing by people 
coming 


F Culſalmond. 241 


coming from other places, and taking the waſte farms. The 
preſent inhabitants are, males, 314; females, 304; in whole 
618. In Dr Webſter's report, the number is 810, The an- 

nual average of births, for ſix years, is 16; of deaths 8, and | 
of marriages 5. Under 10 years of age, 116; between that 
and 20 years, 84, All the * attend the Eſtabliſhed 

Church, Except 9 Seceders. 


Productions. 1 productions of the pariſh are oats, bar- 
ley, turnips, and a very few peaſe. As the ground is fer- 
tile, good crops are obtained. The produce is more than 
double of what is ſufficient to maintain the inhabitants. The 
number of horned cattle is 648; horſes of the ſmall kind 
165; ſheep, 850, and they annually rear up 140 calves. 
It is not above 26 years ſince the planting of timber began; 
now there are extenſive plantations, all thriving well, con- 
fiſting of larix, ſpruce, oak, aſh, elm, beech, birch, moun- 
tain aſh, and Scots fir. Incloſing began at the lame time, 
and is found to be a very great improvement, 


Heritors, &c. The pariſh is divided among four proprietors, 
viz. Colonel M*Intoſh of Newton, who is the only reſiding 


| heritor ; Leith of Freefield ; Gordon of Ardmeallie, and 


the heirs of Innes of Breda. The whole rent does not ex. 
ceed 1150 l. ſtipend included, which, one year with another, 
may amount to 70 I. including the value of as glebe. 


Fuel,—The only fuel is peat and turf; of which there are 
great abundance, except in one corner of the pariſh. 
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PARISH OF DAIRSIE., 
(County of Fife.) 

By the Rev. Mr RovtrT M*CuLLocn.- 


Situation a 8 urface. 


HIS pariſh i is Gtuated in the county and ſynod of rk 


and in the preſbytery of Cupar. It is of an irregular 
form, extending from the ſouth · eaſt, to the north-weſt, two 
Scots miles, and from the ſouth-weſt, to the north-eaſt, near- 
ly as much. Its general appearance is that of a gently riſing 
ground. There are in it two hills of a moderate height, 
from which are very extenſive proſpects. The one is called 
Foodie, the other Craig foodie, and both of them are remark- 
able for bearing good crops nearly to their tops. The foil 
in this pariſh is for the moſt part fertile, and in many places 
rich and deep. The air is generally dry and healthy, There 


are no conſiderable rivers in this diſtrict, except the Eden, 


which forms its boundary to the ſouth and fouth-caſt, and, 3 
little farther on, runs into the Eaſtern ocean. It abounds 

with excellent trout, and a few falmon are ſometimes caught 
in it. The fiſh are moſtly taken oth the rod, and very few 
are ever ſent to market. 


Population. — This pariſh contains 540 perſons. In Dr 
Webſter's report, the number of ſouls is 469. There arc 11 


Ca 


ar 
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farms here of different extent, from 330 down to Co acres. 
The pariſh is laboured by about 24 ploughs. Every two 
ploughs employs at leaſt three men, two for the ploughs, 
and one for the barn and other work. A farmer having two 
ploughs of land, commonly keeps two boys for taking care 
of the cattle, and two women, chiefly for harveſt work. 
The population of this pariſh is not materially different from 
what it was 18 years ago. There are, upon an average, five 
marriages, and ty births. 


Cattle and Projintin; —Shere are no ſheep in this pariſh. 
There are about 110 horſes, 400 cows, oxen, and young 
cattle. Of wheat there are ſown about 190 acres. Sowing 
artificial graſſes, and the cultivation of potatoes and turnips, 
have of late exceedingly increaſed. About 20 acres or more 
are annually ſown with flax ſeed. 1 


Cdurch and Poor. The ſtipend of this pariſh is ſive and a 
half chalders of victual, and about L. 28 in money, with a 
manſe and a glebe of ſix acres. The church was built by 
Archbiſhop Spottiſwood, in 1622, when he was proprietor of 
the eſtate of Dairſie. In the old houſe near the church, it is 
ſaid, that he wrote his hiſtory, The church is a remarkably 
neat and well proportioned building, having a flat lead roof, 
and a ſpire on the ſouth · weſt corner. Its ſituation is beauti- 
ful and pictureſque. The manſe was built in 1749. Beſides 
Miſs Scot, who is proprietor of a great part of this pariſh, 


there are four other heritors, none of whom, except a minor, - 


refide in the place. There are four or five perſons ſupport- 


ed by the poor's funds. The contributions for the relief of 
the poor on the Lord's day are from 3s. to 38. 6d. weekly. 


Mi ſeellaneous Obſervations, —In this pariſh are ſeveral good 
whin- 
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whin ſtone quarries, which are eaſily got at, and good free 
ſtone is to be had, at different places not far diſtant, Fx. 
cellent cattle are bred in the neighbourhood, which, when 
three or four years old, bring, in the market, from fix 
to ten guineas. This pariſh derives conſiderable advantage 
from its ſituation, being about four computed miles from the 
Frith of Tay, and nearly the ſame diſtance from St Andrews, 
to both which the farmers ſend a great deal of grain. Coal 
is the fuel generally uſed here, and coſts 28. 8 d. at the pit, 
for the double horſe cart. The ploughs formerly uſed here, 
were drawn by four oxen and two horſes z now they are 
made much lighter, and drawn by two horſes only. There 
is nothing peculiar either in the ſtrength, ſize, or ature of 
the inhabitants, who in general live eaſy, and are diſpoſed to 
be induſtrious. They are a plain and frugal people, and en- 
Joy, in a reaſonable degree, the comforts and advantages of 
ſociety, There is a good bridge here over the Eden, confiſt- 
ing of three arches, ſaid to have been built by Archbiſhop 
Spottiſwood. The roads in this neighbourhood are as yet.in 
bad repair, The ſtatute work is commuted. Turnpike roads 
are juſt beginning to be made. Some of the beſt land in 
this pariſh has been lately let at about 40 8. the acre ; other 
farms rent from 15 8. to 20 8. The pariſh in general is un- 
incloſed. There is hardly any alteration in this place more 
remarkable, than the change in the people's dreſs, which, 
within theſe 26 years, has become much gayer than formerly: 
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NUMBER XXXIL 
PARISH OF BRACADALE.. 
(County of Inverneſs.) 


By the Rev. Mr Roperrcx MiLeoD. 


Situation, Surface, Fc. 
1 pariſh is ſituated in the county of Inverneſs, in the 
- iſland and preſbytery of Sky, and provincial ſynod of 
Glenelg. It is of an irregular form. The length of the in- 
habited part is about 17 computed miles. The breadth in 
one part is ſeven, and in other places about four comput- 
ed miles. It is interſected by arms of the ſea in different 
directions. The ſurface, in general, is hilly, with ſome plain 
ſpots adjacent to the ſea, The ſoil in ſqme parts is fertile; 
the air is moiſt and foggy, but not unhealthy, owing to the 
frequent breezes of wind. There are no conſiderable lakes 
or rivers, and none that are navigable ; though there are 
many rapid waters, which are frequently attended with in- 
convenience, difficulty, and danger, to people travelling from 
one part of the pariſh to the other, The ſhore is flat in 
ſome places, but for the moſt part high and rocky. There 
xe various kinds of fiſh upon the coaſt, but they are not 
caught in any conſiderable quantity; which may, perhaps, be 
owing either to want of pains, or of proper encouragement. 
dea-ware, in ſome farms, is uſed for manuring the land. The 


preateſt number of farms in the pariſh have no kelp, and ſuch 
LINEAR wh of 
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of them as have any, manufacture it only once every two or 
three years. The average quantity of it cannot be accurately 
aſcertained, but may be about 50 tons. The principal bays, 
or hatbours, are Loch-Bracadale, a good and fafe harbour, 
Loch-Harport, a conſiderable branch of Loch-Bracadale, 
where veſſels may ride with ſafety, and Loch-Eynart, at the 
diſtance of ſeven computed miles ſouth of Loch-Bracadale, 
_ where veſlels ſometimes reſort. South of that, at the dif. 
tance of three computed miles, is Loch- Brettle, an open bay, 
and not a ſafe harbour. The iſlands in this pariſh are Ha. 
verſay, Vuiay, Oranſay, Soay. Theſe iſlands are not inhabit. 
ed, but are only pendicles to the different farms on the 
ſhore that are oppoſite to them, and afford paſture for cattle, 
during part of the ſummer and winter ſeaſons. Oranſay is 2 
peninſula, There are no remarkable mountains within the 
pariſh ; but a cotifiderable ridge of very high and lofty 
hills, (the foreſt of the ifland of Sky) run betwixt this pariſh, 
and the pariſh of Strath, and are the property of Lord M*Do- 
nald, Colonel MLeod, and Mr M*Aliſter of Strath. Aird. 
They are commomly called Culinn, a name conjectured by 
ſome to be derived from the famous Cuchulinn, ſo often men- 
_ tioned in Oſſian's poems. The tops of theſe hills are rocky, 
but there are hollows, or valleys between them, frequent: 
ed by deer, and which likewiſe afford paſture to difter- 
ent kinds of cattle in the fummer ſeaſon. The hills within 
the pariſh are for the moſt part covered with heath, mixed 
with ſome ſpots of graſs, and afford good ſummer paſture for 
Horſes, ſheep, and cows. The pariſh, in general, affords 


good grazing for black cattle, and ſome parts of it are good 
ARES for erg. 


P ypulation, —With regard to the population i in the pariſh, 
the preſent amount is about 2250 ſouls. In Dr Webſter's 
report, 


t, 
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jport, the number is 1907. This increaſe is the more re- 
markable, as it has taken place, notwithſtanding emigra- 
tions at different times to foreign parts. If there had been 


no emigrations, the number of people would have been con- 


ſiderably greater. From 1771 to 1774, 128 ſouls emigrated. 
In Auguſt 1788, about 200 ſouls went from this pariſh to 


North America, and about the ſame number in October 
1790, The number of males will be upwards of a third 
tore than that of the females. There are no towns nor vil 
lages in the pariſh, The annual average of births is 40, of 
deaths 16, of marriages 20. All the inhabitants are of the 
eſtabliſhed! church, except two Epiſcopalians; ; there : are no 
Seceders, and r no Roman Catholics, 


ProduZfons,— This panik produces black catite, nech, 


and horſes, Black cattle is the main ſtaple, of which 


numbers are ſent to the Engliſh markets every year; from 
the returns of which the people pay their rents, and ſupply 


themſelves with neceflaries. There are ſmall quantities of 


ſheep on each farm, but there is no farm laid out entirely 
in ſheep paſture. The breed of horſes is generally fo ſmall; 
that each farm muſt keep a number of them for leading 
their peats, (which is their chief fuel), for leading manure, 
and: for labouring the ground; The pariſh' does not al- 
ways ſupply itſelf with provifions, but frequently imports: 
grain from other countries. There is neither hemp, nor flax, 
raiſed here, but there are much greater quantities of hay 
than there was 20, 30, or 40 years ago; all from natural 
gras. The people in general cultivate ſmall oats, which 
they ſow in the months of March and April and reap in 


the months of September and October. Their barley and 5 
potatoes they ſow in the month of April, and rea” in 1 


months of Auguſt and September. 
With 
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With regard to the advantages and diſadvantages of the 
pariſh, it is, like the whole of this part of Scotland, fitter for 
_ grazing and rearing cattle or ſheep, than for corn. | 


Language The Gaelic is the principal language ſpoken in 
this pariſh. As to the names of places, ſome of them are 
derived from the Gaelic; but it has been always believed, 
that, ſince the encroachments of the Picts and Danes, the 
names of many places in this, as well as in the greateſt part of 
the Weſtern Ifles; are derived from the Daniſh, 


; Church, G. The land rent of this pariſh is about L. 100 
Sterling. The preſent ſtipend is 1000 merks Scots, the 
whole living, including the glebe, is upwards of L. 60 Sterling, 
Colonel M*Leod of McLeod is patron and ſole heritor, There 
are two churches in the pariſh, at the diſtance of ſeven or eight 
computed miles from each other, where the miniſter preaches 
alternately, one of which was built above 40 years ago, and 
Was repaired in 1783. The other was raiſed upon the ruins 
of an old chapel, and is at this time in a very ruinous ſtate, 
The manſe was built in 1789. The number of poor who re- 
teive alms in the pariſh is about 170. They are chiefly ſup- 
plied by the Sunday collections. 


Alntiguities.— There are different places in the pariſh, 

where there have been burial grounds, and veſtiges of houſes, 
that ſcem to have been places of worſhip in ancient times 
There is one Daniſh fort leſs than a computed mile from the 
manſe. A great part of the outer wall of it is {till entire, 
made up of large dry ſtones, without mortar, or any kind of 
apparent cement, but very regularly and artificially laid toge- 
ther, and traces of apartments within. There is likewiſe 


another fort of the ſame kind, at the diſtance of about 13 
| | computes 
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computed miles, and ſituated at one extremity of this pariſh. 
There are ſeveral of the ſame form in different parts of this 
country, and are all built upon eminences or riſing grounds. 
There is, at the diſtance of about a computed mile from the 
manſe, à ſubterraneous cavern or grotto, artificially built 
with ſtone within, and the top laid over with earth, ſo that 


it cannot be ſeen till a perſon is cloſe at the entry, which is 
narrow and difficult of acceſs. It is believed, that all theſe 


ſubterraneous caverns were uſed as places of ſhelter or con- 
cealment in perilous times. 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations, —There are no turnpike roads 
nor bridges in the pariſh, There have been ſome attempts 
to make a general road through the parith, partly by ſtatute 
labour, and partly by raiſing money; but the roads are ſtill, 
for the moſt part, in a wretched ſtate. With regard to in- 
cloſures, there are in general no ſtone incloſures ; there are 
ſome feal dykes, which get an annual reparation, There are 
lome other kinds of ditches, or feal dykes of a more durable 
form. 
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NUMBER XXXIIL 
PARISH OF ROTHES. 
(County of Murray.) 


By the Rev. Mr G. CRUICKSHANK. 


Situation, Soil, &c. 


IS pariſh lies along the bank of the Spey, on the 
north ſide, and is in a great meaſure ſurrounded with 
hills, which are all covered with heath. The ſoil is general 
Iy dry and ſandy, and the crops are, for the moſt part, oats 
and bear. The culture of green crops is not very extenſive- 
ly practiſed. There is neither lime nor marle in the pariſh, 
Salmon are caught in the Spey, and commonly ſell for 4d. 
a pound, during the months of March, April, and May, and 
afterwards from 3d. to 2d. ber pound. 


Population. — In the old pariſh of Rothes there are 1000 
ſouls, and in that part of the pariſh of Dundurcas, which 
was annexed to | Rothes about ſeven years ago, there arc 

about 500, ſo that the pariſh of Rothes, at preſent, contains 
about 1500 ſouls. In Dr Webſter's report, previous to the 
annexation, the number is 746. The population has great!7 
| Increaſed of late, owing to a village that is built at Rothes, 
which contains about 300 young and old. 


Heritrs, 
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Heritors.— There are four heritors in the pariſh, namely, 
Lord Findlater, who has about two thirds of it; Sir William 
Gordon of Gordonſton, Baronet, who has the lands of Inch- 
beary and Gerbety; the Honourable Arthur Duff of Orton, 
who reſides at Orton, and Mrs M. Dowal Grant of * 
who has the lands of Ackenway. 


3 are the ruins of an old Caſtle, which 
gives title to the noble family of Rothes, which was once the 
reſidence of the Earls of Rothes, from whom all the Leſlies 
are deſcended. It now belongs to Lord Findlater. 


NUM. 
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NUMBER AIV. 
PARISH OF FLISK. 
(County of Fife.) 


By the Rev. Hr William GOURLAY. 


Situation and Extent. 

\HIS pariſh is ſituated on the river Tay, oppoſite to 
that beautiful, fertile country, the Carſe of Govry. 

It is bounded by Birkhill on the eaſt, and the caſtle of Bil 
linbrieck on the weſt, along the Tay. This caſtle is an old 
edifice, approaching faſt to ruin, and which was long the 
reſidence of the Rothes family. It has been a place of good 
accommodation'as welt as ſtrength. 'The extent of this pa- 


riſh is about three miles in length, and more than a mile in i 
breadth, in many places» 6 
| . 


Papua. Under Io years 27 & 4 


from 10 to 20 83 1 71 
from 20 to 50 VVV 
from 50 to 70 24 22 46 
from 70 to 100 7 4 9 


5 Total | 103 168 331 
In Dr Webſter's report, the number is 318. 
| Produdlin 


on. 


N. 285 


Productiont.— The farmers "I a ot deal of wheat. 
About 12 or 18 years ago, there was very little wheat ſown 
but now they ſow, one year with another, 15 bolls, in the 
extent of one or two and twenty ploughs of- land. As the 
barony lands in this pariſh are upon the Tay, the farmers 
have their barley, which is eſteemed very good, ſhipped oft 
in cargoes to other places; but, before the demand from the 
diſtilleries, &c. they often found it difficult to procurc a mar- 
ket for their grain. They have now got threſhing-mills in- 
troduced, which will forward their operations not a little. 


Hills, — There is a very large hill, called Norman's Law, 
which riſes from the level of the Tay, upon two eminences, 
one above another. From this hill there is a moſt extenſive 


proſpect, The common opinion, as to the origin of the 


name Norman, is, that the Norwegians, in their piratical in- 
curſions, did, for ſome time, encamp upon this hill. This 
traditional account is favoured by the RAT of an in- 
trenchment round the ſummit. 


Sheep, —There is not a ſheep in this pariſh, nor indeed, 


ſrom the preſent mode of farming, can ſheep be kept, unlefs 


the low lands, as well as the hilly grounds, of which there 
8 a vaſt extent, were incloſed. 
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NUMBER xx. il 

_ PARISH OF SKIRLING. 1 
County of Peebles. 9 80 7 
By the Rev. Mr WILLIAM Hows. @ 


Situation, Extent, Surface. 
TNHIS pariſh lies in the county of Tweeddale, or Peebles, 
The weſtern boundaries of the pariſh are alſo the 

boundaries of the ſhire. It is in the preſbytery of Biggx, 
and ſynod of Lothian and Tweeddale. It is two miles and 
a half long, and nearly the ſame in breadth. The gener 
appearance of the ſurface is uneven. We have no moun- 
tains; but there are three ſmall green hills in the pariſh, 
On part of two farms there is ſome ſhort heather. The ſol 
is fertile, though generally light. Being much above the 
level of the ſea, the air is pure and wholeſome. Owing to our 
high ſituation, the crops are often damaged by froſts, which 
ſometimes ſet in about the middle of Auguſt. The houſe 
of Skirling appears, by the veſtiges of the walls, to hare 
been large. It was ſurrounded by a moraſs or bog, ex- 
cept a ſmall ſpace on the ſouth-weſt ſide, and that was de- 
fended by turrets. The entry to the houſe was by a bridge 
of ſtone qyer this bog. 


Fairs. —We have four ànnual fairs here; the firſt on the 


Tueſday before the 12th of May; the ſecond on the 3d 
| Tueſday 


Tueſday after the 11th of May; the third on the firſt 
Wedneſday after the 11th of June, and the laſt on the 15th 
of September. At thoſe fairs are ſold horſes, cows, ſhoes, 
ſaddlery ware, 0 articles, — and pedlars goods. 


Population, —From a ſurvey of the pariſh, there are at 


preſent in it, under 10 4 4 EE 
from 10 to 20 — 5 
from 20 to 0 - 1 109 
from 50 to Jo 5 
from 70 to 85 (the age of the pn ares, f 
Total 234 
Females 1 - "oh 
n | 2 
| 30 


n Dr Webſter's report, the number is 335. 


Productions. — Natural graſs is found here on the hills and 
plains, White clover grows ſpontaneoufly in ſome fields. 
r We have pot-herbs of all forts, and various kinds of aſh, 
b dm, beech, plane, and fir trees. A great part of the pariſh 
e has lately been ſown with graſs-ſeeds for paſture. There are 
e between 70 and 80 horſes in the pariſh. The chief crop 
+ here is oats, with which between 300 and 400 acres are an. 
. mually ſown. Each acre, at an average, will produce between 
0 5 and 6 bolls. Between 30 and 40 bolls of peaſe are the ut. 
moſt that are ſown in one year; this crop being moſt readily 
damaged by froſt. Potatoes and turnips thrive in this ſoil. 
An acre of Potatoes planted in the drill way, with the 
4 Plough, will produce about 20 bolls Linlithgow meaſure, 
7 'L | ; and 


766 | | Saanen 4 ccount 


feed well on them. Every, farmer here ſows five or fix 
lippies of flax ſeed; cottagers and. thoſe, who have ſqull 
poſſeſſions, two or three lippies. Each. lippie produces. be⸗ 
tween 12 lib. and a ſtone of ſcutched flax. The waſte 
ground in this pariſh ſerves for ſneep walks; and there may 
be of ſuch ground between 70 and 80 acres. 


Church. —The living here i is L. 38: 17: 8; one chalder of 
bear, 173 bolls of meal; a manſe and a glebe, containing 
7 acres, 3 roods, and 19 falls. John Carmichael of Skirling, 
ſucceſſor to the late Lord Hyndford, is patron, The church 
here was probably firſt built as a chapel of eaſe for the pro. 
| prietor and his tenants, It appears to have been rebuilt in 
1720. The manſe was built in 1636; and rebuilt in 172;, 


Peor.— The perſons receiving charity here, at preſent, are 
one family of five children, another of two, and two ſingle 
perſons. None of theſe receive weekly or monthly pen- 
ſions, except one perſon. They only receive, occaſionally, 
ſuch ſupplies as we are able to afford, from the collections in 
the church, the hire of the mort-cloths, and for proclama- 
tion of banns. 'The whole of theſe may amount to between 
L. 4 and L. 5 per annum. We have no ſtock, but a few 
pounds to anſwer any extraordinary demand, 


| Fud,—The fuel here is moſtly coal, which is brougit 
from the diſtance of 15 miles. There is only one mols in 
the pariſh, which is nearly exhauſted, 


| Miſcellaneous Obſervations, —In this pariſh there are 10 far- 
mers. One of theſe poſſeſſes five farms. Other two poſſi 


two farms each. Each of theſe 10 farms contain, at al 
average 


and fell for between 4s. and 58. a boll ; cows and horſes 


Sang. rr, me = © ww 


far 
lels 


al 
ages 
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ivetage near 200 acres. The rent, at an average, is 4. per 


acre; Beſides theſe ten farms, there are ten ſmaller poſſeſ- 
Gons about this village, which are incloſed with hedges and 


ditches, and vith belts of planting. They are rented at 20s. 


and 25 8. per acre. There is a map of the pariſh in the hands 


of Cornelius Elliot, Eſq; writer to the ſignet. I ſuppoſe 


there are between 2000 and 3000 acres in it. The roads in 
this pariſh, are, at preſent, in bad repair, owing to a great 


part of the lead, from Leadhills and Wenlockhead, paſſing | 
from one end of it to the other. The ſtatute labour is exact 
ed in kind, and is found to be — to the * of 


the roads in proper repair. 
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N U M BE R XXXVI. 
PARISH OF DURR1s. 
Y (County of Aberdeen.) 


By the Rev. Mr William STRACHAN. 


N ame and Situation. 


PHE antient name of the pariſh, as appears by ſome old 
manuſcripts in my poſſeſſion, is Duires. The mo- 
dern name is Durris or Dores. The word Duires, ſignifies, in 
the Gaelic language, the Mouth of the Highlands, The pariſh 
of Durris lies in the county of the Mearns, and in the preſ- 
| bytery and ſynod of Aberdeen. Its form is nearly that of 
an oblong ſquare. It is about four or five Scots miles long; 
and two and a half broad. The appearance of the country 
is, in ſome parts, flat, and in others mountainous. Part of 
the Grampian hills run along the ſouth fide of the pariſh. 
The ſoil, near the river fide, is generally thin and andy. 
There are, however, two pieces of flat ground, viz. thoſe of 
Durris and Balbridie, of a deep ſoil. That of Durris is moſt- 
ly incloſed and ſubdivided. A good part of it has, of late, 
been im proved; and now produces excellent crops. In the 


midland, and towards the hilts, the ſoil is deeper and 
blacker. 


Mineral W, aters,—There are ſeveral mineral ſprings it 


this pariſh, mol of the chalybeate kind. There i 15 as 
| t 
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reckoned good for ſtomachic complaints. There is another 
ſtrongly impregnated with ſulphur. The taſte of the water 
is diſagreeable; but it ſits very light on the ſtomach, 


River —The river Dee bounds the pariſh on the north, 
It is not navigable, but at Aberdeeen, by means of the tides. 
The falmon fiſhings on the Dee, for ſome years paſt, have 


not been profitable; becauſe the fiſh do not come up the 
river in ſuch numbers as formerly. From the month of Ja- 


nuary, till the middle of May, ſalmon ſells at Aberdeen, at 


6d, per pound. During the reſt of the ſeaſon, they are told 
at 3d, per pound, They are in perfection from the begin- 


ning of * to the n. of September. 


Elb. — The hills in the pariſh are Hawk's Neft, Mount 


Gower, Cragg-beg, Mon-dernel and Cairn Monearn, The 
moſt remarkable of theſe hills is Cairn Monearn ; according 


to Mr Garden's map of the county, it is 340 yards high. 


It has a very large cairn of ſtones on the top of it, All 


| theſe hills are covered with moſs and heath. There are a 
good many rocks at the foot of Cragg-beg. Among theſe 


rocks is a cavern. A road to Stonehaven, called the Stag- 
road, is near this cave. Robbers, headed by one Red-Beard, 
are ſaid formerly to have ſheltered themſelves in it; and to 


have committed many depredations. Red-Le ard's Well re- 


ceived its name from this robber. 


Pepulation —In the year 1769, as appears by a roll of the 
former incumbent, 


The population was - 7779 
ö | 2 eaſed ſi 69, 126. 
The preſent population is 65 J decreaſed ſince 169, 12 


the op of mount Gower, called Red. Beard 7 ell, which Is | 
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The number of males is 5 en 299 
The number of females 3532 


In Dr Webſter's report, the number is 389. 


Productions, S. The produce is barley, oats, peaſe, turnips, 
pPotatoes and cabbages. Lord Peterborough, nine years ago, 

planted a large field near the houſe of Durris, with Scotz 

fir, larix, &c. This plantation is thriving very well. He 
has lately incloſed a great deal of moor ground near the 
houſe of Durris. Part of theſe incloſures is already planted, 
There is a very romantic den at the back of the houſe of 
Durris, planted with aſh, elm, horſe-cheſnut, beech, larix, 
birch, and oak. The number of cattle may be about 5 or 
Goo, of horſes 123, and of ſheep 2275. 5 


Cgzurch.— The ſtipend of Durris is L. 50 Sterling, No 
victual is paid to the miniſter. The Earl of Peterborough is 
both patron and proprietor. It brings him in L. 1200 Ster- 
ling, per annum. The manſe, and moſt of the office - houſes 
are new. They were built in the years 1773 and 1774. 


Poor. — The number of poor, receiving alms, is from 30 t0 

40 yearly. The total ſum of annual collections, and of an. 
nual rents, for the uſe of the poor, is L. 35, of which L.! 
Sterling, and upwards, is appropriated to the infirmary d 
Aberdeen. | | | 5 


Fuel. — The fuel commonly uſed here, is peat and turk, 
The peat is pracured from excellent mofles, in diferent 
parts of the parith ; and the turf from the grounds near the 
moſles. | 


M. iſcellaneous Obervations, The number of farms - bs 


= 
T4 


There are no manufacturers, ſtrictly ſpeaking, in the pariſh, 


The women and children make a great many hoſe, but are not 


fond of ſpinning lint, There is one Roman Catholic, one 
Epiſcopalian ; all the reſt are of the eſtabliſhed church. 


There is no map of the pariſh ; but there is one of the 
county by Mr Garden. He makes the number of acres in 


this pariſh 13,309 Scots, 16,912 Engliſh.—About a quarter 
of a mile below the church, on the north fide of the Aber- 
deen road, there is a little hill, called the Cafe-hill, It has 


formerly been a place of ſome ſtrength. Places on the top, 


where cannon have been planted, are very viſible. There is 
a pretty deep ditch round the foot of it, on the eaſt, ſouth, 
and weſt, A ſtream of water, coming from a neighbouring 
hill, can cafily be brought to fill the ditch. 
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NUMB ER XXXVIL, 
PARISH or MAKERSTON. 


(qu of Rexburgh: * 


Hy the Rev. Mr Jams RIichanpso. 


A Name, Situation, &&c. 
a £ N etymology and derivation may be, the Town of 
| Mac Ker, or Ker's Son. It lies in the county of Rox- 
| burgh, in the preſbytery of Kelſo, and ſynod of Merſe and 
Teviotdale. Its form is a long ſquare, ſtretching five or fir 
miles along the north bank of the Tweed, from eaſt to welt. 


” Its breadth, from north to ſouth, is between four and five 


miles. The country is flat, with a gentle aſcent from the 
Tweed. The air is dry, and the ſoil fertile. There is no 
lake or river, except the Tweed, which produces fine ſalmon 
and trout, The former are ſold from 3 d. to 1s. per pound, 
according to the ſeaſon ; but by far the greateſt proportion 
is carried to Berwick, pickled, and ſent to the London 
market. The Tweed is not navigable here, The paſtures 
are for the moſt part rich, and ſo very fine, that they feed 
the beſt mutton, though not the largeſt in this country 
with very good oxen, - cows, and horſes, that fetch big 
prices. A good many ſwine are alſo fed. 


Population. — The population of this pariſh muſt be greatly 


3 which is the cui in all the neighbouring rer 
of par 8. 


pariſhes. About go years ago, there were 16 ſmall far. 
mers in the village of Makerfton, where now there is not 
one, It contains only 12 old cottages. There were for- 
merly about 24 ' farmers in this pariſh, with their families 
and ſervants, where we can now reckon only nine. I pre- 
fume, that the number of inhabitants muſt then have exceed- 
ed 1000, where I can hardly find above one fourth of that 
number, viz. 290 or 255. Of theſe, there is nearly an 


| equal number of males and females, about 60 under 10 


years of age, and 10 or 12 between 10 and 20. All the reſt 
xe between 20 and 70 years. The total number of births, 
for theſe fix laſt years, is 76. The marriages are only 18 in 
that ſpace, In Dr Webſter's report the number of ſouls is 
ſtated at 165. 8 


Church. The value of the living, including the glebe, 
may be, as victual now ſells, about L. 100; one half is paid 
in money. 


Miſcellancous Obſervations, There is no map of the pariſh, 
but it is ſuppoſed to contain about 3300 acres, which yield 
in rent about L. 1700 or L. 1800. Of theſe, perhaps 600 or 
700 may be in paſture, on which above 1000 ſheep are fed; 
and 160 or 180 black cattle are fed for the butcher, and 
for family uſe. There are 60 horſes for plough, cart, and 
addle ; beſides one chaiſe and two waggons. The farms are 
laboured by 18 ploughs, and as many carts carry the corn to 
market, and bring home the coals ; which are the only fuel 
uſed, except ſome cuttings of wood, and a few whins. 
There is no moſs, and there are not five acres in the whole 
pariſh, of moor land. Wheat, barley, oats, peaſe, turnips, 
ad potatoes, are the produce of the land. All the coals 
and lime, uſed here, are brought from Northumberland, 

about: 
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above 20 miles; or from Mid.Lothian, at a ftill preyy 
diſtance. A cart load of 1200 or 1400 weight coſts 104 
and often more. A turnpike road, which is in tolerable 


good repair, runs through the pariſh. The ſtatute labor 
is not exacted in kind, but is commuted at a fixed rate, 


NUMBER XVII 
PARISH or TOROSAY. 9% 
(County of Argyle.) 


By the Rev. Mr ARCHIBALD MARTRHUR. 


Name, Situation „Er. 


to be derived from two Gaelic words, which ſignify a mound 


or ſmall hill, and a ford, or a paſs over water, joined together 


by the conjunction ſignifying and. It lies in the iſland and 


preſbytery of Mull, in the ſynod and county of Argyle. 


The general ſurface of the pariſh of Toroſay is mountainous, 


and theſe mountains are moſtly covered with heath. The 


length of the pariſh from north to ſouth is computed at 
about 12 miles by the ſhotteſt road ; but along the coaſt the 
road forms a curve, and is much longer; the land is in- 


dented by ſeveral bays, viz. Lochbuy on the ſouth, Loch- 
ſpelve, and Lochdon, on the eaſt, and north of theſe the 
| Bay of Dowart, and Bay of Couynahenach, Macaliſter's Bay, 


and Bay of Pennygown. In the firſt of theſe, fitie large 
herrings are found yearly, both about Lammas and Hallow- 


mas; but the fiſhing is moſtly by country boats, the bay be- 


ing thought not ſafe for vefſels of any burden. The herrings 
are alſo ſeen ſometimes in Lochnagaull, which divides part 


of this pariſh from that of Kilninian, but in no great quan- 


Vor. « III. L 1 | tities. 


HIS pariſh derives its name from a diſtrict of it which 
lies next to the main land of Lorn. The name ſeems 
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tities. The groſs land rent of the pariſh is ſomewhat abore 
L. 2000 Sterling. 


Church. — The Duke of Argyle is patron. The living is 
now L. 83: 6: 8 Sterling, including communion- elements. 
The laſt incumbent had a long proceſs for a glebe, in which 
he was caſt; after which the heritors agreed to give him 
L. 20 Sterling yearly, in lieu of glebe and manſe. There 
are two places of public worſhip, at which the miniſter offi 
ciates alternately, and only one of them has a church, 
There is alſo a church at the confines of this pariſh and 
Kilninian, built at the joint expence of both; where off. 
ciates a miſſionary employed by the committee on the royal 
bounty, with a falary of L. 24; but he goes every third 
Sunday over the mountains to Kilfinichan, having under his 
charge part of each of the three extenſive pariſhes into 
which Mull is dinded.. 


School. —The ſchools in the pariſh of Toroſay are three, 
one of which is parochial, with a ſalary of L. 8 Sterling, but 
has no other emolument, except the common fees; the 
' ſcholars attending this ſchool are from 20 to 30. The other 
two ſchools are chicfly paid by the Society for propagating 
Chriſtian Knowledge ; to one they give L. 6 ſalary, to which 
the pariſhioners add L. 4; the number of ſcholars here arc 

from 20 or 35. The third ſchool has L, 8 from the Society, 
and L 2 from Lochbuy, and the number of ſcholars is from 
8 to 18. Theſe two ſchools have few other emoluments. 


Population —The number of fouls in the whole pariſh 
1733. They are all Proteſtants of the eſtabliſhed church. 
In Dr Webſter's report, the number is 1012. 


Miſcellaneou 


ab 
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Miſcellaneous Obſervations. —The annual average quantity of 
kelp manufactured is from go to 100 tons. The ſituation 
next to the main land is attended with ſome advantages; but 
the height of the mountains brings down on this pariſh ra- 
ther more rain and ſnow than fall upon the reſt. Some of 
theſe mountains are excellent ſheep walks, and others are 
very barren. From the top of the mountain called Beinmore, 
or the Great Mountain, moſt of the weſtern iſles may, with 
a clear ſky, be ſeen at one view, as diſtinctly as if they were 
aid down upon a ſheet of paper. Beintaluidh alſo, or Prof 
tet Mountain, as the word ſeems to import, commands a 
very extenſive view on all ſides, and ſailors give it the name 
of the Sugar Loaf. LR APR eo, 1 
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There are ſeveral woods in different parts of the pariſh, 
moſtly birch, with ſome oak and aſh, Theſe woods are oc- 
calionally fold for charcoal to the Lorn Furnace Company. 
The ſhores to the ſouth are high and rocky ; along the eaſt 
and north eaſt, they are acceſſible, though not flat, excepting 
in a few places. There is a ſtated ferry to Morven, another 
to Liſmore, a third to Nether Lorn, and the principal ferry 
of Mull is from Achanacreig in Toroſay, firſt to Kerrera, and 
thence to the mainland near Oban, Here near 2009 
black cattle are yearly wafted over, for the ſeveral mar- 
kets to which they are driven, and a conſiderable number of 
horſes ; but in the above number are included the black cat- 
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n tle from the iſles of Coll and Tyree, which are driven 
through Mull, in their way to the low country. Some black 

cattle are alſo ferried to Morven, both from this pariſh and 

8 that of Kilninian, in their way to the public markets. 'There 

. is alſo a market for horſes, held in the pariſh of Torofay, 

about the 21ſt of Auguit yearly. From the landing place at 

- Achanacreig, along the coaſt to Aroſs, in the pariſh of Kil- 

ninian, 


er em TS 
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yinian, which is about 20 meaſured miles, the road has late. 
ly been made; and in that ſpace there are five ſtone bridges, 
beſides: the bridge over the water of Ba, or of Knock, which 
is off that line. In the mountains of Toroſay there are red 


deer, foxes, eagles, hawks, grouſe, black-cock, tarmagan, and, 


in the winter, wood-cocks. The place of principal note is 
Dowart, where there is an old caſtle, formerly the reſidence 


of McLean of Mull and Morven. Moſt of the names of 
Places are evidently of Gaelic derivation, 


NUM. 


of Monedie. 2569 
NUMBER XXXIX. 
PARISH OF MONE DIE. 
(County of Perth.) 


By the Rev. Mr Gon FRASER. 


Situation and Extent. 
THIS pariſh lies in the county of Perth, about four com- 
> Puted miles, to the north weſt from the town of 
Perth. Both in length and breadth, it is about two com- 


| puted miles. There are, properly ſpeaking, no hills in the 


pariſh, but only rifing grounds, which run northward, and 
ſouthward, from the banks of the Shochie. 


Soil, Climate, &c.— The ſoil is various. On the low flat 
parts, it is partly a light loam, and "partly gravelly ; both 
of them on a dry hard deep gravel. On the rifing 
grounds adjacent to the river, the ſoil is a rich loam, upon 
a ltrong deep clay. In the places more diſtant from the 
river, the ſoil conſiſts of a cold wet tilly clay, reſembling 
ſtrong thick mortar. A large quantity of the ſoil is moor 
ground, covered with dwarf heath. The air is dry and falu- 
brious, owing perhaps to an extenſive range of hills, on the 
veſt and north, which are ſituated at a good diſtance, and 
attrat the clouds and fogs. There are often great rains, 
ſnows, and froſts, in the hills, and the places near them, 
hen it is quite fair and freſh below. The weſt winds pre- 

vail 
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vail moſt here, and are commonly dry, which contributes 
to render the people healthy. They generally live to a good 
old age. There were two perſons, in the preſent incumbent's 
time, who were reckoned conſiderably above 100 years, 


Their ages could not be preciſely nn. as their names 


were not in the regiſter, | 


Agriculture, Manure, e. Within theſe eight or nine 
years, the various ſoils are much improved; and the lands 
which formerly yielded only three or four returns, now give 
fix or eight, and ſome more, The rental of one eſtate only, 
three fourths of which are improved, and which, previous 
thereto, drew only L, 105, now draws L. 400, beſides the 
miniſter's ſtipend, ſchoolmaſter's ſalary, and other public 
burdens. Of late, oxen have not been uſed in ploughing, 
At firſt a team of four horſes and a driver were employed in 
their ſtead, but now that the breed of horſes is a little im- 
proved, they plough with only two and no driver. The old 
Scots plough is ſtil] uſed by the old tenants 5 but the new 
farmers who have conſolidated ſeveral of the ſmall farms 
into one, uſe the new ploughs, with waved mould boards, 
and other deviations from the old Scots plough. Rolling 
after harrowing is now becoming general. The principal 
manure is lime; it is brought by ſea, from Lord Elgin's 
quarries in Fife, to Perth; from whence the farmers drive it 
to their farms, many of them above 10 or 12 miles diſtant. 
They allow about 30, 40, or 50 bolls, in ſhells, to the 
acre, There has lately been found a pit of ſhell marle, on 
the farm of Monedie, three or four acres in extent, and two 
or three feet thick; but under a covering of about 12 feet 
at an average. The common crops are oats, barley, peaſe, 
potatoes, turnips, lint, and graſs, Till of late, they made uſe 


of gray oats in their thin gravelly outfields, and black oats in 
* 


ac d © ww - 
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the wet ſwampy fields. They alſo uſed to ſow oats and rye 
intermingled; but now, as by the improvements carrying 
on the diſtinction of out and infield is wearing out, theſe 
crops are diſuſed, They commonly fallow with turnips and 
potatoes, which are found to be beneficial crops, as well as a 
great improvement of the ſoil, As all the lands in this 
country ſeem to have been gained at firſt out of moor 
ground, each farm has a good deal of moor intermixed with 
the ploughed fields. The farmers have begun to cultivate 
theſe moors, which are anſwering very well, and in time 
will be converted into good foil, and reward them for their 
induſtry. The proprietors are beginning to plant the moors 
with firs. Early peaſe ſeems to agree beſt with our ſoils, 
and are therefore generally uſed, Lint thrives well, which 
the old tenants of ſmall farms manufacture into linen, (moſt 
of them being weavers), and find a good market for it in 
Perth, Some of our principal farmers now ſow a conſider- 
q able quantity of lint, and expoſe it to ſale upon the field, a 
little before it is full ripe; and they commonly make about 
- L. 12 or L. 14 the acre. Laſt year, one farmer got L. 19 per 
15 acre, Barley- harveſt commences uſually about the end of 
Auguſt; when the barley is cut down, the peaſe are com- 
monly ripe z and then follow the oats, when the harveſt is 
liniſhed, The crops are got into the barn-yard, before the 
end of September, and then the potatoes are dug up. In 
late ſeaſons the corns are not got in till the end of October. 


Sheep, Se. Almoſt every tenant in the pariſh had for- 
merly ſome ſheep, but they were all baniſhed as deſtructive 
to the young hedges, with which the new farms are in- 
cloſed. But an Engliſh gentlemen, who has taken the farm 
of Monedie, which Mr Graham has been improving theſe 
two Fears, has got a ſcore of pregnant ewes, of the Bakewell 

breed. 
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breed, They are remarkable for the largeneſs of their eat: 
caſe, the fineneſs and quantity of their fleeces, and their eafily 


fattening eyen on poor paſture. If they thrive, he intends 


to introduce the breed of them into this part of the coun 
The ſame gentleman has alſo brought a horſe from Mr Cult, 
the celebrated farmer in Northumberland, to improve the 


breed of horſes, which is much wanted in this country, The 


horſe is highly commended, by all the connoifleurs, as the 


fineſt they ever ſaw. He has all the genuine marks of an 
excellent ſtrong draught-horſe, and is about 16 hands high, 


He is greatly run upon by all the neighbouring gentlemen 


and farmers, who are defirous of ftrong draught horſe, 


The breed of cows are but ſlowly improving. There are fe 
tenants who have not an apiary : bees having a great range 
of open n thrive N and make plenty of honey. 


M, RY" and Trade. There are no e in 


the ſtrict ſenſe of the word. Moſt of the old tenants were 


weavers, and a great many of them are fo ſtill, There are 
three taylors, one ſmith, one maſon, and one lint-dreſſer. 
Every man almoſt of the lower ranks knits his own ſtock: 
ings, which he learns while herding the cattle. The vo- 
men are all ſpinners of linen Turn, and aſſiſt in managing 
the farm. 


 Farm-houſes —The lower farmers, who occupy only ſmall 
farms, build their own houſes, and they build them of ſtone 
and feal, thatching with divot and ſtraw ; but now, when it 
is neceſſary to renew them, they employ maſons to build 
them of ſtone and mortar, harling them on the outſide with 
lime; and they thatch them with ſtraw and clay, as they at 
prohibited from caſting feal and divot. Theſe houſes gie 
the country a better and more cheerful look, and ne 


of maſon work. 


Rents —The valued rent of the pariſh is L. 2000 Scots; 
and the real rent, by the improvements in agriculture, will 
be as many pounds Sterling, if not more. The tenants pay 
their rents in money and victual. Kain fowls, carriages, 
ſhearing in harveſt, running of errands, and other ſervitudes, 


the tenants, who were obliged to anſwer their landlords, 
vhen called upon, however unſeaſonable and prejudicial to 
them, The tenant now enjoys more liberty, and has more 


lifure to attend to the improvement, of his farm. 


lows : Marriages 5, baptiſms 13, burials 10. From an ac- 
count taken by the elders, the nuiuber of the people is 520; 


VVV 
40 Parr, — The poor are provided for, by an aſſeſſment on the 
ng beritors and houſe-holders; one half on the heritors, the 
other on the houſe-holders. For the purpoſe of aſſeſſment, 
the heritors, miniſter, and elders, meet, on ſummons, half- 
nal early in the kirk, inform themſelves of the number and 
one fie of the neceſſitous poor, appoint them a weekly allow- 


n it Wy ace, according to their different circumſtances, and mark 


u 'hcir proceedings in writing. 


ed at 108. 5d. Sterling per boll, and four chalders, ipſis cor- 
Poridur, two thirds mical, and one third bear; whit. with 
Vol. III. M m the 


kept clean and neat. 1 here are four new farm. houſes gn 


are now converted into money; which is a great benefit to 


Population. Marriages, baptiſms, and burials, taken at an 
average of ſix years, immediately preceding 1791, are as fol- 


but there are between 7 and 800 joined, quoad /acra, to the 


* Church. —The ſtipend is four chalders of victual, convert 
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the converſion of ſome ſmall teinds, and the glebe, conſil. 
ing of 6; acres, makes the whole of the ſtipend amount, in 
ontliney | years, to L. 80, and in extraordinary years, it doe: 
not exceed L.go. The manſe is a very old houſe, and ha 
been frequently repaired at a great expence. The office 
were, within theſe two years, renewed, but upon too ſmall 
a ſcale. The kirk alfo, is an old building, It got ſome re- 
pairs a good number of years ago; but it is, at preſent, in x 
very miſerable and poor condition, and too ſmall far the 
congregation, 


| School, . The ſchoolmaſter is well lodged, in a houſe Þ 
lately built of maſon work, He occupies the upper ſtor 
with a garret ; the ground ſtory is the ſchool. His falary is 
100 merks Scots, which, with the other emolument, a 
| mount only to about L. 20. 
Fuel. Til ds theſe two or three years, the principal 
fuel of the common people was turf, but, as they are nov 
prohibited from paring the ground, they uſe coals; which 
are brought from Fife to Perth, where they are fold for 
about 3s. or 48. the boll, (40 ſtones to the boll), and the 
people find them cheaper, and more comfortable than tur. 


There i is no peat moſs 1 in the pariſh, 


| Antiquities — There are many circles of ſtones, ſuppoſed to 
be Druidical temples, There are ſeveral veſtiges of ancient 

battles, diſtinguiſhed by cairns of ſtones, with a large ſtone 
placed erect, and another large one, lying length- ways, at its 
foot. There is the pretorium of a Roman camp, according 
to the opinion of an officer, an antiquary, who carefully 
viewed the ſpot. There is alſo a vault, the only remains of 


hes belonging to the biſhop of Dunkeld. There is no da 
08 
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on it, but it ſeems to have been built before lime was known 
28 a cement. wil | | 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations, —There is but one public houſe 
at preſent, which rather deſerves the name of a two-penny 
houſe, as there is no entertainment to be had in it, but ale 
and Scots ſpirits. We have two meal, and two lint mills, 
The people are now emancipated from the diſagreeable obli- 
gation to particular mills, and ſmithies ; and left at full liber- 


ty to go where they pleaſe. Some of the meal mills grind 


dear into pot barley pretty well, without any additional machi. 
nery. The only river in the pariſh is Shochie, which is but 
ſmall. It is clear and rapid, owing to its great declivity ; it 
abounds with trouts, and a ſtone bridge was lately built over 
it, oppoſite to the kirk, which ſtands on the ſouth fide of it. 
There was another bridge built laſt year, over Condrachie, 
vhere the new high-way, planned and formed by Mr 
Graham, croſſes that rivulet. This bridge and high. way, 
which is much more convenient, and ſhorter than the old 
one, were executed at the ſole expence of Mr Graham; as 
well as other two new and very convenient roads, communi. 
cating with it, SI 


dun. 
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NUMBER "Mts | 
PARISH OF * X TON. 
| (Cay if Rexburgh. oy 


H the Rev. Mr srergen OLIven. 


7 Situation, Soil, Sc. 


HE pariſh of Maxton is ſituated in the county of Rox 
burgh, in the preſbytery of Selkirk, and ſynod of 


; Merſe and Teviotdale. It lies along the ſouth ſide of the 


river Tweed, where there are fine ſalmon and trout. It is 
nearly four miles in length, and three in breadth, The ſoil 
in the upper part of the parith, 3 is a ff * 3 in the lower, i 


is lighter and dry. 


 Popalation—The pariſh is not ſo populous, as it was foms 


years ago; owing, in ſome meaſure, to ſeveral farms being 


poſſeſſed by one tenant. About the year 1782, there was 


pretty exact account taken of all the inhabitants of the pa. 


riſh, The number of perſons above 10 years of age, * 
mounted to 262, and of children below 10 years, to 64, it 


all 326, In Dr Webſter's report, the number is 397- The 
marriages are ſeldom above four in one year, the births ſel. 
| dom above ten, and the ne are about the ſame number. 


2 lh good deal of attention is paid to 1 


dd produces wheat, barley, oats, peaſe, rye, poto- 
; „ toes, 


ri 
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toes, turnips, and rye · graſs. The great diſtance from coal 
ind lime is ſeverely felt. The valued rent of the whole pa- 
. 5390: 6:8 Scots. e 


Church. th a pert of the Ripend | is paid i in vidual, 
which varies according to the price; of grain; communibus 
amis, it is about L. 88 Sterling, with a good glebe. No 
perſon remembers when the church was built; both. it and 
the manſe were lately repaired at conſiderable expence, The 


bell is a good one, and has this inſcription upon it; « 1099+ 
« li Yoo Gloria, * be s me fecit. 


School EY Pooh good ſchoot-houſe was lately built, 
which coſt about L. 80 Sterling; the ſchoolmaſter enjoys the 
legal ſalary. There are about ſeven or eight penſioners on 


the poor's liſt; the rates are paid by the heritors and te- 
nants, and amount ſometimes to bs 25, ſometimes to L. 3e 


m_ yearly. = 


Au- Upon the eſtate and farm of Littledean, there 
are the remains of an old tower, which formerly had been 
a place of ſome ſtrength, and was built in the form of an 
half moon, It was long the reſidence of the Kers of Little- 
dean, and ſtill belongs to that antient family; who have alſo 
a vault, or burying ground, adjoining to the church of Max- 
ton, where they ſtill bury, and have done ſo, for many ge- 
nerations. Upon Rutherford common, there are the re- 
mains of a Roman camp, on a riſing ground, not far from 
the banks of Tweed, called, „“ the Ring/y-Hall,” from its 
circular figure; upon the oppoſite fide nf that river, there is 


| a deep hollow, called the Scots Hole, in which the Scots lay, 


while this Roman camp was poſſeſſed by the Engliſh. They 
were ſome days in this fituation, with the Tweed only be- 
- oy tween 


_ = > 
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tween art when at laſt the Engliſh, being ſuperior; 1 
numbers, ventured to ford the Tweed, at à place where 
the village of Rutherford, now ſtands, and the Scots met 

them on a riſing ground, on the oppoſite ſide, hs 


is ſtill called the Plaabrae. An obſtinate battle enfurg, 


in which the Engliſh were worſted, many of then 


lain, and interred in the burying ground at Rutherford 


From this battle, the place was called Rue the. ford, on ac. 
count of the great loſs ſuſtained by the Engliſh, in fording 
the Tweed, to attack the Scots, This account is by tradition, 


The time of this battle cannot be aſcertained. The lands 


and barony of Rutherford, belong to Sir Alexander Don of 
Newton, Baronet, the repreſentative of a very antient family 
in the Merſe. Near the border, betwixt the pariſhes of 


Maxton and Ancrum, there is the ridge of a hill called Li 


tiard Edge, formerly Ancrum Muir. There, a battle was fought 


between the Scots and Engliſh, ſoon after the death of King 


James V. who died in the year 1542, when the Earl ef 


Arran was Regent of Scotland. Sir Ralph Rivers, and Sir 


Bryan Laiton, came to Jedburgh with an army of $000 En- 


_ gliſh, to ſeize Merſe and Teviotdale, in name of Henry VIII, 
then King of England, who died not long after, in the year 


1547. The Regent and the Earl of Angus came with a ſmall 


body of men to oppoſe them. The Earl of Angus was greatly 
_ exaſperated againſt the Engliſh, becauſe, ſome time before, 


they had defaced the tombs of his anceſtors at Melroſe, and 
had done much hurt to the abbey there. The Regent and 


the Earl of Angus, without waiting for the arrival of greater 


force, which was expected, met the Engliſh at Lilliard Edge, 
where the Scots obtained a great victory, conſidering the in- 
equality of their number. A young woman, of the name > 


Laure, fought alon wg with the . with great courage; i 
memo / 
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memory of which, a tomb ſtone was erected upon her grave, 
in the field of battle, with this inſcription: 


« Fair maiden LILL14RD lies under this ſtane, 

Little was her ſtature, but great was her fame; 

On the Engliſh lads ſhe laid many thumps, 
And when her legs were off, ſhe — upon her ſtumps. 


Some remains of this tomb Rone are till to be ſeen. It is 
near a Roman cauſeway, or road, which runs through the pa- 
riſh of Maxton, about two miles, and goes ſouthward to- 
wards the foot of Jed water, and northward toward the foot 
of Eildon hills, on the weſt ide. 
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PARISH or INVERKEILOR, 


© (Coty of lar.) GIN 


By the Rev. Mr Jon Carnecis. 
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HE antient name of this pariſh was Conphoits, as ap- 
pears from a charter deſcribing the lands of Boiſack. 


Its 0 name is Inverkeilor, from the Gaelic word inv, 
implying the mouth of a ſtream, there being a rivulet named 


Keilor, which empties itſelf into the ſea, about a mile Tea 
the — 


— General 13 Oc. —The nad is 2 
in the county of Forfar, or Angus, preſbytery of Aber- 
brothock, and ſynod of Angus and Mearns. It is of an ob- 


long form, and extends from the ſea weſtward, about fix 
Scots miles in length ; and its breadth at a medium is about 
21 miles. The general appearance of the country is pretty 
level, except on the north fide, where the ground riſes from 


the river Lunan, and forms a beautiful bank, moſtly of good 


arable land, floping to the ſouth, 


Soil, Air, Diſeaſes, —The ſoil of the pariſh varies, but is in 


general dry and fertile; the air is pure and healthy, but u 
the months of April and May, thick fogs frequently riſe 


from 


5 © © 
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iſe 


| from the ſea: The ague was formerly the moſt prevalent 


diſtemper 3 but of late the rheumatiſm has become more ge- 
neral. 1 


Rivers and Miils.— The river Lunan runs eaſtward through 
this pariſh, and takes its riſe, about four miles from the weſt 
end of it, near Forfar: This river has its ſource from a 
well, called Lunar Well, a little above a chain of lochs, viz. 
Reſtenet, Reſcobie, and Balgaves, through which it paſſes, 
and in its courſe is fed by ſeveral burns. It flows with a 
clear current, and after a variety of beautiful windings, falls 
into the ſea at Redcaſtle, It formerly abounded with fine 
trouts, and ſome pike, but of late the fiſh have ſuffered 
much from watering lint in the river, or in burns that run 
into it; and from fiſhing with nets. In the courſe of nie 
river, through the pariſh, there are 15 mills, four of which 
are corn, four barley, five lint, one flour, and one oil mill. 


Sea-coaft,—The extent of ſea-coaſt is about five miles, of 
which, that along the bay of Lunan, (which affords a ſafe 
anchorage for ſhips, except in a ſtorm from the eaſt), is flat 
aud ſandy, and overgrown with bent; but the coaſt on the 
louth is high and rocky, where there 1s a remarkable pro. 
montory, the Red-head, on the eſtate of the Earl of North- 
ek, whoſe ſeat, Ethie-houſe, les near it. It was built by 
Cardinal Beaton, and was one of his country feats. This 
cape is 45 fathoms in height; it is ſeen at a great diſtance 
trom ſea, and abounds with a variety of ſea-fowls. At the 
Red.head there is an inexhauſtible quarry of fine free ſtone. 
And below the rocks, pebbles, known by the name of Scots 
bebblet, are numerous; among which there are ſome of the 
colour and denſity of an amethyſt. | 5 


4 
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Fiſh.—On this part of the coaſt there is a ſmall filing 
town, called F!hie- haven, inhabited by ten induſtrious fiſhermen, 


who employ two boats. The fiſh caught are haddocks, ſkate, 
cod, ling, holybut, and ſometimes turbot. Salted cod, (about 
nine inches in length), were fent to the London market, and 
ſold at 5s. per hundred. In the year 1755, a lobſter fiſhing 
commenced, which conſiderably hurt the fiſhing of ſkate, 
killing, ling, and holybut ; but the ſmall fiſh were not found 
to be fcarcer. In London the demand for ſalted cod ceaſed, 
but lobſters found there a good market. In the year 1760, 
a falmon fiſhing was begun on Redcaſtle and Lunan ſands. 
It was pretty ſucceſsful that ſealon, but not ſince; perhaps, 
in fome meafure, owing to ſteeping lint in the river Lunan, 


which communicates with the bay. The white fiſhing con- 
tinued much the ſame, till the year 1786, from which pe- 


riod, both the great and the ſmall fiſh, have been very 
ſcarce, particularly the haddocks. 


| Full "OY commonly uſed is coal, brought from 
the Frith of Forth, and ſold at the harbour of Aberbroth- 
ock, at 6s. 6d. a cart load, being 72 ſtone. But on all that 
paſs the Red-head, northward, there is a tax of 18, d. ger 
boll. There are indeed ſtill ſome whin and broom in the 
country, but the ſupply from theſe is become, by the 1 im- 
provements in eiralener exceedingly [carte. 


Population. —There are no records of this pariſh, farther 
back than the year 1739 3 fince which time the population 


has increaſed. The number of fouls at preſent in the pa- 


riſh, is 1747. In Dr Webſter's report, the number 1 is 1286, 
The births at an average of ſeven years. amount to 45 fff 
annum, the marriages to 14, the burials to 24. Hut it auſt 


be obſerved, that the number of burials cannot be exactly 
aſcertained, 
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aſcertained, as many of the pariſhioners bury elſewhere, and 
ſome from other pariſhes bury here; and it is only when the 
mort-cloth is given, that the deaths are recorded. 


There are fix heritors in the pariſn, of whom four are re- 
fident. The number of tenants is 48, of ploughs 98, and 


theſe, except a few, are drawn by two horſes. There are 


353 houſes in the pariſh. The average number of ſouls in 
each family, is about 5. The following tradeſmen are all 


houſeholders: weavers 46, who are chiefly enzployed in ma- 


king coarſe green linen cloth, or Oſnaburghs, which they 
ſell to the greater manufacturers in towns, intended for the 
Weſt-Indian and American markets, and exported from Lon- 
don and Glaſgow z carpenters g,—tayiors 8,—-ſhoemakers 
5,—blackſmiths 5, —flax-dreſſers 6,—maſons 3,—coopers 2, 
—bakers 2,—brewers 3,—retailers of ale 5. The inhabitants 
are all of the eſtabliſhed church, except four families of Epil- 
copalians, and one family of Seceders. 


Kent and Crops. — The valued rent of the parifh is 63341. 
6s. 8 d. Scots. The real rent is 31791. 13s. 6d. Sterling. 
The rate at which land is let, is various : ſome farmers pay 
from 78. 6 d. to 20s. per acre. There is no map of the pa- 
riſh, but the number of acres is reckoned to be about 7083. 
Of theſe one half is annually employed in raiſing wheat, bar- 
ley, oats, peaſe, &c.; and betwixt 70 and 80 acres at an 
average, in raiſing flax. The other half in hay, paſture, 
lummer-fallow, and potatoes, which afford a very general 
ſubſiſtence; and in turnips, on which cattle are fed after the 
loggage. The tenants find their advantage in breeding 
cattle, a conſiderable number of which, both fat and lean, 
80 to Kagland yearly. The produce of the pariſh is more 


In lufficient to ſupply its inhabitants. 


Poor, 


tions, and from the intereſt of a {mall mortified ſum. 


1 ing L. 5 for communion elements; a glebe four acres arable, 


been from 30 to 70. Fhe ſchoolmaſter's ſalary is 100 menks 
from Heritors, and eight bolls of oats in ſeed- time from the 
tenants. The ſchool fees per quarter are, for reading 18. 


bour. Iwo tolls have been lately erected on it, with a view 


 Aberbrotho« k and Forfar, paſſes, for about two miles, through 


nence, ſtands an old venerable ruin, named Redeaftle; it is 
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Poor. — The average number of poor on the roll, is about 
20, who receive according to their cireumſtances, from 28. 
to 7s per month. The annual amount of the ſum, expend. 
ed for their relief, and for occaſional charities, is about 
L. 54 Sterling, which ariſes chiefly from the weekly collec. 


Church —The ſtipend is, meal 68 bolls-at 7 ſtone per bol, 
bear 48 bolls, wheat 12 bolls, money L. 17: 2: 24, includ 


and L. 20 Scots for graſs. Both kirk uu are old, 
and necd __— repaits © 


| School, —The number of ſcholars is various z there have 


reading and writing 18. 6d. arithmetic 2s. and Latin 2s. 
He has likewiſe ſome emoluments, ariſing from the offices of 


ſeſſion · elerk and , as. ro with a  houfe and 
. 


Roads do two miles of the poſt- ad; leading from 
Aberbrothock to Montroſe, run through this pariſh, It has 
been hitherto kept tolerably well in repair by the ſtatute la- 
to the aiteration of its courſe. The turnpike road betwist 


the weſt part of the FR 


at the mouth of the river Lunan, on an em! 


ſaid to have been built by William the Lyon, and uſed wy 


al 


* 


rojal hunting ſeat, which is probable from the names of 


ſome farms, belonging to the Earl of Northefk, lying very 


| near it, but in the pariſh of Lunan, as Hawkehill, Conrthill, and 


Cothill; likewiſe in reference to a royal untmg-ſear, Kirbleth- 
mint, in this pariſh, the feat of Mr Lindfay-Carnegie of 
Spynie and Boifack, implies the King e- blythe- mount. About 
2 mile from 'Ethie-houſe, eaſtward, nigh the ſea, ſtand the 
remains of a religious houſe, called 87 Murdoch's 'Chapel, 
where- divine fervice was performed by che monks fromthe 
abbey of Aberbrothock. At a place called Chapelrown, there 
re the remains of the chapelry of Quytefield, now annex ed by 
chatter to the eſtate of Mr Lindſay- Carnegie; and which is the 
family burying ground, There are veſtiges of Danifh camps, 
both in the lands of the Earl of Northeſk, and of Mr Lind- 
ſiy- Carnegie. Thoſe on the ground of the latter are near a 
farm. houſe, called Denmark, Although, owing to the culti- 
ration of the country, the veſtiges are not now remaining ſo 
rery diſtinct, ſtill the tradition is ſtrong, and the name of 
Denmark ſeems to warrant it. | 


Improvements, —Since the ſettlement of the preſent incum- 
bent, agriculture has been amazingly improved. There was 
then little wheat ſown, no barley, {the firſt boll of which the 
preſent incumbent imported from Eaſt-Lothian) ; no graſs. 
ſeeds, nor ſummer-fallow, few incloſures, and thoſe of earth. 
At preſent, agriculture, in every branch, is in a ſtate of culti- 
vation, little inferior to the Lothians. Of late, the know- 
ledge of improvements, and the value of farms, have increafed 
vith a rapid progreſs. And within theſe 10 or 12 years, a 
ſpirit of improvement has been particularly obſervable. Far- 
mers are ſo ſenſible of the advantages of incloſures, that all 
the fences now going on are of ſtone, Their houſes of late, 
1 of thoſe who have any . from the 

| ages 


* 
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length of their leaſes, are neat, commodious, and ſubſtaniy, 
with a complete ſteading or ſet of offices. The houſes of cots 
gers and tradeſmen, are generally now of ſtone. and ſome af 
them ſlated. It muſt be obſerved, that in building here, there 
is a local convenience, as on every eſtate in the parith, theres 
plenty of free ſtone. This ſpirit of improvement has ng 
produced, in the pariſh at large the depopulating effects tha 
| Have marked its progreſs in other parts of Scotland, 4 
junction of farms has taken place in but a few inſtances ; and 
in theſe, owing to ſome local inducements, viz. ground late- 
iy feued, and the adjacency of a river, the loſs to populs 
tion is fully compenſated, by many new houſes built for 
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NUMBER Al. 
PARISH OF L 0:06 1'E- 
(County of Stirling.) 
By the Rev, Mr James WRIGHT. 


Extent and Situation. 

HIS pariſh is about four miles in length, and nearly as 
much in breadth, and is fituated about two miles 

north from Stirling, in the preſbytery of Dundlane, and pro- 

rincial ſynod of Perth and Stirling. The pariſh lies in three 

ſhires, viz. Stirling, Perth, and Clackmannan. 


Population, About 30 years ago, when a computation of 
he number of the inhabitants was made, at the requeſt of 
the ſheriff-depnte of Perthſhire, it was reckoned, that the 
fouls contained in each of the three counties, amounted to 
about 500, making in all 1500. In Dr Webſter's report, the 
number is 1985, f 


Produce and Soil. Proviſions of all kinds are plentiful. 
There are four coalhills within as many miles of the church. 
There is plenty of peat in Moſs Flanders, which is about 
four miles diſtant from the church. As to the ſoil of this pa- 
rſh, the one half of it is ſtrong carſe clay ground, and is 
reckoned to be the richeſt of any in the kingdom; the other- 
half is dryfield, and hilly ground; the former produces ex- 

ceeding 


————— — w — 


ceeding good crops; the latter is fit for paſturing cattle, ſheep 


and goats: theſe two ſoils are nearly equally divided by: 
bigh-road, at the foot of the Ochil hills, eg tom Aln 


to Stirling. 543-64 


Poor. us Pages rates are adopted. in this pariſh, oe 


half of Which is paid by the heritors, and the other by the 

tenants. In the year 1774, the number of the poor wy 
| 33, for whom were contributed L. 40 Sterling. L. 28 ws 
paid by the heritors and tenants, and L. 12 out of the poor's 


funds; but in 1775, L. 38 was diſtributed, and for ſome year 


paſt, the heritors and tenants have advanced only L. 2 


which, with L. 12 paid yearly out of the poor's funds, ſhows 
that the expences have diminiſhed. The poor live in thei 


| den houſes, and none are allowed to beg. 


M lon Obfervations—The abbey of Cambuſkenneth 


is the only place of antiquity in this pariſh, where King 


James III. of Scotland was buried. Nigh to this is the Abbey 
Craig, of conſiderable height; upon the top of which is to 


be ſeen the form of a battery, ſaid to be erected in Oliver 
CromwelPs time, when he laid ſiege to the caſtle of Stirling, 


but without effect. There is a high conical hill in this pariſh, 
called Dunmyatt, from the top of which, is to be ſeen part 


of 12 counties. About half a mile from the foot of this hill 
to the north, is a very fine well, which iſſues from more 


than 60 ſprings, that rile through the ſand and channel, | 


is called the Holy Well, and is ſaid to have formerly been 
much reſorted to by the Roman Catholics. There are ap- 


pearances of filver and copper mines in this pariſh, Some 


A bave been wrought, but with little profit to the ad 
venturers. The only one that ſeemed to prove ad vanta· 
eous, was that on the eſtate of Aithrey, belonging to Mr 


Haldane, 


=” 3 MM ty O09vmÞk 


N Logo. 289 


Haldane, in the years 1761, 1762, 1763, and 1764, a com- 
pany of gentlemen from England, along with the proprietor, 
laid out a conſiderable ſum of money in working this mine 
and they got about 50 barrels of filver ore, of which four 
barrels made a ton, and each ton was valued at London 
at L. 60 Sterling. One Dr Twiſſe, to whom the ore was 
conſigned, became bankrupt, which put an end to the ad- 
venture. | 
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foil, and bears good crops, both of graſs and grain of al 
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N U M B E R XLII. 
UNITED PARISHES or STITCHEL AND » ol. 
(Countits of Kab and Berwick.) 


By the Rev. Mr ANDREW SCOTT. 


Situation, Name, Oc. 
HE united pariſhes of Stitchel and Hume, lie in the 
" preſbytery of Kelfo, and ſynod of Merſe and Teviot- 


dale. The former is in the county of Roxburgh, and the 


latter in that of the Merſe or Berwickſhire. The pariſh of 
Stitchel is ſituated on the north eaſt corner of Roxburgh- 
ſhire, and ten-twelfths of it are ſurrounded by Berwickſhire, 
It is ſaid that the name Stitchel ſignifies in Gaelic a declivity; 
and this name will be reckoned very proper by thoſe who 
have ſeen the ſituation of the houſe and village of Stitchel 
Moſt part of the pariſh is 600 feet above the level of 
the river Tweed at Kelſo, which is only four miles di- 
tant. The united pariſhes will be between five and fix miles 


from fouth to north, and between three and four from aſt 


to weſt, The figure is irregular, being 3 intercept 
ed oy the partic Reroanding it —— 


Rent and Soul. — The valued rent of the united pariſhes i 
L. 7623: 18: 4 Scots. The real rent is, at preſent, upwards 
of L. 3000 Sterling. A good part of the land is of a ſtrong 


kinds 


kinds. There is a good deal of clay in the ſoil, and in ſome 
places the land is wet and cold, which makes it leſs re- 
ceive the benefit of lime. It is, however, certain, that the 
tenants have improved their lands in a high degree. by the 
uſe of lime and other attentions to -gricuiture, The lands 
are almoſt all incloſed, and moſtly in tillage. | 


Cattle, The cattle in the pariſh of Stitchel are of a larger 
fize than the common run of cattle, north of the Tweed, 
owing to the late Sir Robert Pringle, having, for ſeveral 
years, had a ſupply of Dutch bulls. It is now the practice to 
feed cattle on turnip in the field, as well as in the houſe, 
Turnip is alſo given to the ſheep through the winter. The 
ſheep are chiefly of the Engliſh breed, and the wool is of the 
ame quality, which they uſually produce, 


Population. The number of inhabitants, young and old, is 
nearly 1000. Of thele there are between 3 and 400 Sece- 


ders. In Dr Webſter's report, the number is 959. 


Pur.—Each barony, viz. that of Stitchel and Hume, 


| maintains its own poor, which is done by aſſeſſments on the 
| proprictors and tenants, as circumſtances require. There is 


a deed of mortification of L. 100 Sterling, by a Captain 
Robert Home of the regiment of foot, formerly command- 
ed by Colonel Roger Handyſide, the one half of the in- 
tereſt of which is annually diſtributcd at Chriſtmas, to poor 
houſeholders in the village of Hume; and the other half 
to the ſchoolmaſter of Hume, for teaching poor ſcholars 
born in the village. — There are eight perſons on the 
Poor's roll in the pariſh of Hume, and ſeveral families 
who receive occaſional ſupplies from the ſeſſion. At preſent, 
chere are no poor on the roll, in the pariſh of Stitchel, 

Ir owing 
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owing chiefly to the uncommon care 2 attention of the fi, 
. of Stitehel to the ine. 


Church. The King is patron of the pariſh, The living 
conſiſts of 600 merks of money, and fix chalders of vidual, 
one half of which is bear, and the other infield oats, Lin- 
| lithgow meaſure. The allowance for communion elements is 
L. 40 Scots, of which the one half is paid by the Earl of 
Marchmont, and the other by Sir James Pringle, Baronet, of 
Stitchel. The glebe of Stitchel conſiſts of about five Scots 
acres, and the glebe of Hume betwixt three and four acres 
__ Engliſh, 


Antiquities, Q. The caſtle of Hume, which ſtands in the 
pariſh, was for ages a noted defence to its neighbourhood, 
during the contentions and wars on the borders. The Earls 
of Home reſided in it. Our ſouthern neighbours often be- 
fieged it. It was ſurrendered to the Duke of Somerſet in 
the year 1547, and retaken in the 1549. Ir is ſaid, that 
Oliver Cromwell, when at Haddington, ſent a ſummons to 
the governor, ordering him to ſurrender the caſtle, but that the 
then governor returned for anſwer ; That © He Willie Waſil, 
© ſtood firm in his caſtle, and that all the dogs of his town, 
© ſhould not drive Willie Waſtle down.“ And that this is the 
origin of that play, with which the children here often ex- 
erciſe themſelves. Oliver Cromwell, however, after con- 
fiderable difficulties, made himſelf maſter of it, and in 3 
great meaſure demoliſhed it. There is a tradition general) 
believed in the country, that when King James II, went tv 
beſiege the caſtle of Roxburgh, he left his Queen in Hume 
Caſtle ; that one day, when ſhe was upon the road to viſit her 
royal huſband, ſhe was met about half a mile caſt of Stitche| 
Houſe, by a meſſenger, with the melancholy account of bs 
Majeſty's being killed by the buriting of a cannop. This fad 

| : | nem 
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news brought on her labour pains, and ſhe was immediately 
delivered of a child, upon a hill, ever ſince called Queen a- 
cairn, In one of the farms belonging to Sir James Pringle, 
in the pariſh of Hume, called Hardie's Mill Place, is a loch 
of about 30 acres, in which peats have formerly been got, 
but, in a dry ſummer, cattle can feed all over it ; to the north 
of the loch, about 200 yards diſtant, is a riſing ground, called 
Lurgie Craigs, which conſiſts of regular ranges of whin 
ſtones, ſimilar, but not near ſo large, to thoſe in Arthur's 


| ſeat, on the foot path to Duddingſton from Edinburgh. 


They are regular polygons of about five and fix feet high, 
and 16 or 17 inches over; they ſtand erect and cloſe, but not 
adhering to each other, ſo that a man with a crow can eaſily 
ſeparate them, They have all the appearance of being the 
fame with thoſe of the Giants Cauſeway in Ireland, or in 
ſome of the Weſtern Iflands of Scotland. In another of 
theſe farms, belonging to Sir James Pringle, viz, Hume- 
Byres, is a hill, called Hume Pallat, about a mile from the 
caitle, and nearly on a level with it ; upon the weſt end of 
the hill, are the diſtin remains of a fort with a foſſe; whe- 


ther formerly an appendage of Hume Caſtle, or not, cannot 
now be known. 


M cat Ob/ervations,—The water of Eden ſeparates 
the pariſh of Stitchel from that of Nenthorn, for about a mile 


and an half. In this courſe it falls over a rock, nearly per- 


pendicular, of about 40 feet high, In a flood, or in a hard 
froſt, it is a moſt beautiful object. This rock is at a ſmall | 
diſtance from Newton. Don Houſe. There are no manufac- 
turers in the pariſh. Lime and coals are brought from the 
Engliſh fide, and are exceedingly. dear. The procuring 
fuel is one of the greateſt hardſhips that the pariſh lies un- 
der. Coals are carried near 20 miles, and any peats that 
are uſed, are driven about ſeven. The poorer people, there- 
fore, have but a very ſcanty ſupply of fuel, | 
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not even a tradition extant, It is ſituated in the county of 


ſynod of Merſe and Teviotdale. It extends about ten miles 


by the inundations from the hills, As they bring down 
with them a great many rich particles of earth, ſo when they 


This is owing to the great height of the country, and the 


is otherwiſe. Then, not only a great quantity of ſtraw, but 
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NUMBER XIV. 
PARISH OF ETTERICK. 
(County of Selkirk.) 


Name, Situation, and Extent. 


"HE a ancient and modern name of thewariſh. is Elterich; 
but from whence it received this appellation, there is 


Selkirk, in the preſbytery of the ſame name, and in the 


every Way. 


2 Surface and Soil. —The gener al appearance of the country 
is hilly and mountainous. The ſoil in the haughs is exceed - 
ingly deep and fertile. This is occaſioned, in a great meaſure, 


retire, they leave theſe behind them, which deepen and fer- 
tilize the ſoil, Very few good crops are, however, raiſed, 


frequency of the rains, which prevent the crops from com- 
ing to maturity. In a remarkably dry and hot year, the caſe 


of grain, is produced. This, however, ſeldom happens. 
1 the hills, the ſoil is in many places moſſy, and fit for 
nothing 


Inn our 


nothing but fuel and paſturage. In other places, it is pretty 
deep and hard, but, 'on account of the immenſe height and 
ſteepneſs, it is ſuſceptible of no cultivation, The air is in 
general moiſt, This is occaſioned by the height of the hills, 
which continually attract the clouds, and the vapour that is 
conſtantly exhaled by the ſun from the moſſy grounds. It 
does not appear, however, to be unfavourable to health, as 
the people live as long here as thoſe in dryer countries. 


Lakes and Rivers. --— There are two lochs adjoining 
to one another, partly in this pariſh, and partly in Far- 
row, The one is called the Loch of the Lows, and the 
other Sf Mary's Loch, The extent of the former is incon- 
iderable ; the latter is about three miles long, and one 
broad in ſome places. The fiſh, with which they chiefly a. 
bound, are pike and perch. No perſon, however, pays any 
attention to them. The Etterick is the only river in this pa. 
nin. It is a fmall one, but abounds with excellent trout, 
Alter a courfe of 30 miles to the eaſtward, (wherein it paſſes | 
through the pariſhes of Etterick, Yarrow, and Selkirk), it is 
5 abſorded . TROY” ſome miles above Melroſe. 


e, e and Hills, — The mountains in general are high. 
n The” moſt remarkable are thoſe called the Ward Law, and 
er WH Etterick Penn. The former riſes 1900 feet above the level 
er- of the ſea; the latter 2200. The hills, for the moſt part, are 
ed, Wh covered with a fine en erat Some heath is inter- 
Re) 5 | 


Mp Tü pariſh his no ct of an- 
mals, except ſheep, which are allowed by all to be delicious 
bod, and to thrive well, either when removed to the Eng- 
ii paſtures, or the Hi ghland hills. Nothing, however, can 

be 
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be ſaid for their wool. It is of the coarſeſt kind, and lite 
adapted for manufacture. A ſtone of it does not bring more 
than 6s. The number of ſheep is about 30,000, and there 
are about 230 head of black cattle, and 40 horſes. 


Population, —The ancient ſtate of the population of thi 
pariſh cannot be exactly aſcertained. It ſeems, however, to 
have been conſiderably greater in former times than at pte. 
Tent, In one place, about 50 years ago, there were 3 
houſes ; but at preſent, there are only three. From this 
circumſtance, it would appear, that the population hath ds 
creaſed, The preſent number of inhabitants, however, + 
mounts to 470; of theſe 222 are males, and 248 are female, 
In Dr Webſter's report, the number is only 397. 


Production. Nothing but the common vegetables and 
plants are produced.—The ' Scots fir is almoſt the only 
ſpecies of wood to be ſeen here, and that in very {mall qua 
tities. Indeed, there is not ſo much as to anſwer neceflar 
purpoſes. In former times, this country abounded with 
wood; hence it received the name, which it till retains, of 
Etrerict Fore}. Not a veſtige, however, of the ancient wood 
now remains. As great quantities of oak are ſtill dug vp i 
the moſes, this ſeems to have been the prevalent ſpecits 
The number of acres employed in raiſing corn, roots, &. 
is not exactly known, But it may eaſily be conceived, that 
they are very few, when, in a ſquare of 10 miles, there 
not ſo much arable ground, as to maintain 400 people with 
its produce. Barley, oats, and potatoes, are the only cr0}s 
raiſed, Wheat, rye, turnip, and cabbage, are never attempt 
ed. The pariſh both exports and imports articles of provi 
fions. Tt exports mutton in great quantities, and 4. 
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meal of various kinds to a conſiderable extent. Cheeſe alſo, 
is another great article of exportation. 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations —This pariſh poſſeſſes no advan- 
tage. The neareſt market town is 15 miles diſtant. The 
roads to all of them are almoſt impaſſable. The only road 
that looks like a turnpike is to Selkirk; but even it in many. 
places is ſo deep, as greatly to obſtruct travelling. The diſ- 
tance is about 16 miles, and it requires four hours to ride it. 
The ſnow alſo, at times, is a great inconvenience ; often for 
many months, we can have no intercourſe with man- 
kind. It often alſo obliges the farmers to fly with their 
flocks to Annandale for proviſion. Another great diſadvan- 
tage is the want of bridges. For many hours the traveller is 
| obſtructed on his journey, when the waters are ſwelled, 


be land rent of the pariſh is between L. 2000 and L. 3000 
iy Sterling, per annum. The value of the living, including the 
. lebe, is. L. 100 per annum. Lord Napier is patron. There 


uy are 10 proprietors of Jand in this pariſh: none of them re- 
ith ide in it. The number of perſons, receiving alins, at this 
of WW ume, is 15. The aſſeſſments upon the heritors for their ſup- 
ood port, amount to L. 37 Sterling, per annum. The fuel uſed 
pin here is peat. Coal is diſtant 30 miles, In this pariſh 
cia. chere are 12 ploughs, and 20 carts, but no carriages or 
waggons. 


4 


Vo“. III. P 1 | N U M- 


298 Statiflical Account 


NUMBER XLV. 
PARISH OF FORGANDENNY, 
(County of Perth.) 
ACM Mops v Tena 
— —ů 


Origin of the Name. 

HE pariſh of Forgandenny has born its preſent name 
* from time immemorial. If it ever had any other 
name, it is not now known, The word is compounded; 
Forgan appears to be of Gaelic extraction, for there is a hill 
in the Highlands, called Fergan ; which, by a ſmall alteration 
of the vowel e, into o, becomes Forgan : Denny ſeems to be 
added, to diſtinguiſh this pariſh from the pariſh of Long- 
Forgan, in the eaſt end of the Carſe of Gowry. It is 
obvious, that it is called Forgandenny, or Denny. Forgan, 
from the ſituation of the church, which is upon a ſmall ul 
on each ſide of which there is a den, formed by the perpetui 
running of two ſmall brooks, which meer at the foot of tht 
hill, a little to the northward of the church. Perhaps like: 

wiſe from the number of dens in the hills. 


Situation and Extent, —This pariſh is fituated in the count), 
ſynod, and preſbytery of Perth, about three Engliſh miles 
nearly due ſouth, from the town of that name. It is about 
five miles in length, and ſcarcely two in breadth. Its whole 
gxtent is computed to be about 8000 Scots acres. 

Ee | | Surfatt, 
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Surface —The appearance of the country is various. The 
pariſh may be divided into two parts, the upper and the 
lower. The lower diviſion, though it riſes gradually to the 
foot of the hills, is upon the whole a champaign country : 
the upper is hilly, being part of thoſe hills which are called 
the Ochils. In the upper, or hilly part, there are frequent 
rocks, yet it cannot from them be denominated rocky, moſt 
of thoſe hills being covered with graſs, and ſome parts of 
them with heath, furze, and broom. 


Soil. —In the hilly part, the ſoil conſiſts of reddiſh clay, 
black earth, and ſand. It is for the moſt part light, and 
better fitted for producing oats, than any other ſort of grain; 
and theſe it produces in great abundance. In the lower part 
the ſoil likewiſe varies. 'The meadows, by the fide of the 
Farn are ſandy, The grounds above them conſiſt chiefly of 
rich black earth, and clay. The meadows, both by the ſides 
of the Earn, and of the May, a ſmall river, which runs 
through the hills, produce plenty of excellent flax. And on 
the black earth and clay are raiſed rich crops of barley, and 
wheat, beſides oats, clover, turnips, cabbages, and potatoes. 
Much of the low part of the pariſh they call car/e ground, 
from its being the ſame ſort of ſoil with the Carſe of Gowry. 
And, indeed, the Carſe of Gowry ſeems to be but a continu- 
ation of that extenſive. valley, which is called Strathearn. 
That chain of hills which in Strathearn are called the 
Ochills, and which bound the ſouth fide of the ſtrath, run 
from weſt to eaſt through Fife, nearly as far as the mouth 
of the Tay. And the hilly ground which ſhelters Strathearn 
on the north, is ſeparated from thoſe hills, which are called 
the Brae of the Car/e, only by the courſe of the Tay. From 
a high hill in the pariſh of —— which ner call Caſtle- 


{aw, 
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| law, a there is 2 proſpect of all that level, which in one Phce 
is called Strathearn, and in another the Carſe of Gowry, 


Climate and Diſeaſes —The air in the higher grounds is ra. 
ther chilly. But in the valleys on the river May, and in the 
| low part of the pariſh, where the country is ſheltered with 
wood, it is much milder, The hills are ſometimes covered 
with miſts or fogs, which riſe alſo occaſionally from the ſur. 
face of the Earn, and hover over its banks. But theſe miſts 
are far from being frequent; and the air is upon the whole 
dry and very ſalubrious. Before the low part of the pariſh 
was drained, the ague was a frequent complaint; but, lince 
that took place, i it is ſcarcely known. 


Sta. There are two mineral ſprings in the pariſh, 
The one is on the eſtate of Mr Oliphant of Roſſie. It is a 
chalybeate ; but it has not been generally attended to. The 
other is on the eſtate of Lord Ruthven. M is ſituated in 
the neighbourhood of the mineral ſprings of Pitcaithlie, and 
its virtues are nearly the ſame. The waters of theſe ſprings, 
when drunk from a quart to two quarts, prove moderately 
cathartic. 'They are likewiſe uſed in the form of a «old, 
but, more frequently, of a warm bath. They are much fre- 
quented by the gentry and others, who ſometimes receive 
much benefit from them. They give relief in various calcy, 
but chiefly, perhaps, in rheumatic and ſeorbutic den 
and diſorders of that nature. 


| Rivers. —The rivers are the Earn, and the May. The 
Earn iſſues from a lake of the ſame name in the Highlands, 
and flowing through Strathearn, a beautiful, and in many 
places a well cultivated country, falls into the Tay, a little 


below the old caſtle of Eicho. This river has been much 
7 8 and 


of Forgandenny, 301 


and juſtly admired, for thoſe many beautiful curves which 

+ deſcribes, and peninſvlas which it forms in its courfe. It 
produces ſalmon, different ſorts of trout, pike, perch, eel, 
and flounders. Both in the pariſh, and above it, the fal. - 
mon fiſhings are inconſiderable. The only ſalmon fiſhing 
which belongs to this pariſh is let at about L.7 Sterling, 
As we proceed down the river, theſe fiſhings become more 
valuable, till we come to the conflux of the Tay and Earn, 
where ſalmon are caught in great abundance. The price, 
which this ſort of fiſh gives, in the ſpring is gd. and in ſum- 
mer 47 d. per pound. The May takes its riſe in the hills, 
about two miles due ſouth from Dunning, and, after deſcrib- 
ing a curve of about eight miles in length, ſomewhat re- 
ſembling a reaping hook, (the greateſt part of which is con- 
tained in this pariſh), fails into the Earn nearly oppoſite to 
the parks of Duplin. In this ſmall river, the ſalmon ſpawn - 
below a place called the Fall of Mucharfie, but none are 
caught in it. Not to mention eels, ſalmon, ſmelt, and ſome 
founders, it affords in great abundance a very fine flavour- 

ed trout, about the ſize of an herring. The Earn is navi- 
cable up to a bridge, which is built acroſs it, about two miles 
eaſt from the village of Forgan. Veſſels, from 30 to 40 tons 
burden, come to this bridge, laden with lime and coals, for 
the inhabitants in the neighbourhood. 


„ Stones and Mineral Productions. The only ſtone uſed in 

building, to be found in this pariſh, is whin ſtone. Iron 

ſtone is frequent, and a ſpecies of lime ſtone has been found 

on the banks of the May. But neither of theſe ſorts of 

Quarries have as yet been wrought, In the wood of Condie, 

If which is in the Ochills, on the banks of the May, copper 

vas found by the grandfather of the preſent Mr Oliphant 

of Condie. And near the ſame place, on the eſtate of Mr | 

| Oliphant : 
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Oliphant of Roflie, there were diſcovered, ſome years ago, 
certain metallic appearances, which invited a company to 
make a trial of them. Accordingly, a trial was made, and 
lead ore was diſcovered, containing in it a great quantity of 
filver ; but, unfortunately, the chief perſon concerned in the 
undertaking failed, and the proſecution of the work ceaſed, | 


Land Floods, —In autumn and winter, the meadows, on the 
Hides both of the Earn and May, are frequently overflowed, 
When the Earn overflows its banks, it ſometimes carries of 
a great deal of the produce of the fields, if the farmers are 
not ſufficiently careful to have it removed to ſome higher 
ground ; but what damage is ſuſtained in this way, is amply 
compenſated by the rich particles of earth, which are waſhed 
from the hills, and depoſited upon the meadows, and which 
ſerve them, in general, inſtead of manure. 

Cattle, S. There are in this pariſh „at an average, 262 
horſes, 1222 black cattle, and 520 ſheep, The breed ot 
horſes and cattle has of late years been improved, both by 
their being better fed, and by their being mixed with a kind 
which are more generous, and of a larger fize, The cattle, 
in the hilly part, are rather of a ſmaller ſize than thoſe in the 
low. But thoſe which are fed on the banks of the May, are more 
than commonly handſome, and are eſteemed very good beet. 
The hill cattle weigh from 30 to 40 ſtone, and thoſe in 
the low country from 40 to 50, The horſes, though not large, 
are hardy and very well fitted for labour. A horſe in it 
prime coſts from L. 16 to L. 20. 5 | 


Population. The population of the pariſh, ſo far back 3 
can be remembered, has been nearly ſtationary. The nun 


ber of ſouls, at preſent, is 978, of which 467 are __ 
| ” an 


C8. 
nd 
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and 511 females. In Dr Webiter's report, the number is 


1295- The annual average of births is 27, of deaths 22, and 


of marriages 7. The number of farmers families is about 


23 There are no manufacturers who do buſineſs to any ex- 


tent. There are 2 poſſeſſors of mills, (of which there are 6 
in the pariſh), who manufacture corn into meal, and fell it in 
the neighbourhood. And there are two or three people, 
who, with a ſervant or two, manufacture linen cloth and 


ſhoes, which they ſell in Perth. There are no merchants in 


this pariſh. The number of bandicraftſmen, in which are 


included ſome of the manufacturers, is - 67 
Apprentices - - - 13 
Houſehold ſervants male and female - 18 

Labouring ſervants ditto — - 98 
Day labourers 5 - - 23 
Students at college — „ 
Perſons born in other pariſhes - - 257 
Thoſe who attend the eſtabliſhed church - 731 
Seceders - - - 241 
Epiſcopalianss $142: 


The proportion between the 3 births and the W 


population, is nearly as 1 to 36: Between the annual deaths 
and the whole population, as 1 to 44: Between the annual 
marriages and the whole population, as I tO 140. 


Vegetable Productions. — The hills and paſture grounds, be- 


fides different ſorts of graſs, produce naturally red and white 
clover. In moſt of the gardens of the common people, 


ae raiſed coleworts, cabbages, onions, leeks, turnips, and 
carrots, Some of them likewiſe have introduced gooſeberry 
buſhes, chiefly for ſhelter to their hives of bees, of which 
there is no inconfſiderable nuuiber. And others, in the low 


ah of the pariſh, have of late begun to plant in their little 
gardens, 
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gardens, thyme, ſouthernwood, balm, mint, chamomile, and 
ſome flowers, which ſerve both for ornament and uſe. The 
barren wood, which grows wild, is: chiefly alder, hazle, 
| beech, and birch. Moſt of the wood in the plantations is the 
common fir, intermixed with oak, aſh, plane, larix, birch, 
beech, &c- The hedge rows are beech, elm, plane, eheſnut, 
larix, &c. but chiefly oak, which is planted in the greateſt 
abundance. There is a number of very fine trees in the low 
part of the pariſh, which have arrived at maturity, amongſt 
which are not a few oaks. And of this latter ſort of wood, 
there is ſuch. abundance, of about 20 or 30 years ſtanding, 
and in ſo thriving a condition, as affords the moſt pleaſing 
hopes, that, in ſome future period, it will contribute in 2 
great meaſure to ſupply our dock yards for ſhip. - building; 
eſpecially if it be conſidered, that moſt of it grows within a 
mile of the Earn, down which river it may be conveyed in 
rafts, and ſhipped to any port in Britain. Beſides the ordi- 
nary crops of barley and oats, and the different green crops, 
there is raiſed, in the low part of the pariſh, a conſiderable 
quantity of wheat. In the hilly diſtrict, the principal 
crops conſiſt of oats, peaſe, and barley. Potatoes and 
flax are raiſed in abundance in both places. Turnips alſo, 
with which they feed their cattle, and ſome of their ſheep, 
are raiſed through the whole pariſh, but principally in the 
low grounds. 


Exporte. — This pariſh exports, to different places in the 
neighbourhood, ſeveral articles of proviſion, ſuch as meal, 
grain, butter, cheeſe, eggs, poultry, black cattle, ſheep, and 
ſome honey, And it is almoſt ſolely by their exports, toge- 
ther with their linen yarn, that they are able to pay their 
rents, and procure a ſubſiſtence, 


Languogt 


the higheſt corner or back place. 
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* Language. —The language now ſpoken is a dialect of the 
Engliſh ; but the names of many places ſeem to indicate, 
that the Earſe, or Gaelic, had formerly been the vulgar lan- 
guage. Many of theſe names are plainly derived from that 
language, and are in ſome meaſure deſcriptive of the places 
to which they ſerve as names, Culleuchar, from cult a back 
place or corner, and wachder uppermoſt or higheſt, ſignifies 
Raſſie ſignifies a head of 
land near water. Bunion, compounded of Bun the foot, and 
in land, fignifies the foot of the land. Dich ſignifies a 
chaſm, gully, or ditch. Ochills, in a word, ſignifying the hills 
of that name, is purely Engliſh, and ſeems to be compound. 
ed of oak and Hills, as if the word were written Oak. hills, 
Church and Stipend.— The whole emoluments of the living, 
manſe and glebe included, amount to about L. 100 Sterling. 
This pariſh was formerly in the dioceſe of the Biſhop of 
Dunkeld ; and, therefore, the right of patronage is ſuppoſed | 
to be veſted in the Crown, 'The church, from a date upon 
the aiſle, is ſuppoſed to have been built about 400 years ago. 
The manſe is of about 54 years ſtanding. Both of them 
have at different times undergone various repairs, The 
number of heritors is 17; of theſe eight are reſident, the o- 
ther nine, non-reſident. 1 


Fuel —Ths fuel commonly uſed here in ſummer is furze, 
broom, wood, and ſprays, or branches of trees. The pariſh 
produces very little peat. In winter, the chief part of the 
fuel is coals; theſe coals are brought from places in Fife, 
about 10 or 12 miles diſtant. The price of them at the pit 
is 18 d. a cart load. When brought home they coſt 1 d. per 
ſtone What can be procured for 20 5, is, with what other 
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fuel can be got at home, lagen for « por kauf during 
whole year. 


Rent. — The rent of the beſt arable ground is rs to 
30s. per acre, and of the beſt meadow ground 218. Some 
ground, however, is worth 408. per acre, n rent of "ny 
rior arable ground is from 208. to 10, 


Sire 97 e farms conſiſt of 200 Acres, and 0- 
thers of 150. The ayerage ſize of farms here is ſomewhat 
above 109 acres; but there are a few good farms between 
80 and 4o acres; and ſeveral mechanics and others rent 
ſmall portions of good ground, of about two or three acres, 
which ſerve in ſome meaſure to employ them, and to con- 
tribute to their ſubſiſtence and comfort. The number of 
farms is perhaps, upon the whole, diminiſhed = the addition 
of one ſmall n to another, 


Plug bo, ee. The * gh uſod by the farmers, is the 
common Scots plough, without any wheels. That invented 
by Small has been lately introduced, and affords much ſatiſ- 
faction. There are 48 ploughs in the pariſh, 1 coach, 2 
chaiſes, and 210 carts, but no carriages of * other ſort. 


. are four villages in the . the New- 
ton, Ardargie, the Path of Condie, and Forgan. The New- 
ton is ſituated between the houſes of Newton and Rolle, 
upon a riſing ground, half a mile from the Earn. It conliſts 
of about 15 dwelling - houſes. Ardargie is a village in the 
Ochills. It is ſituated at the foot of a ridge of hills, and 
upon a height up from the May. It contains about 17 or 18 
farm houſes and cottages. The Path of Condie lies in the 
chills, towards the ſouth Extremity of the pariſh, It ib 

buil 


© K OH % wes 


wa 


t 


bullt upon a hill, which on the one fide is waſhed by the 
May, and on the other by a rivulet, called the Chapel water, 
both of which ſtreams meet to the eaſt of this hill, in 4 
deep and ſufficiently pleaſant valley. This village contains 
about 22 dwelling-houfes, beſides a mill, an Antiburgher 


meeting-houſe,' and a ſchool, The village of Forgan is fitu- 


ated between the houſes of Freeland and Roffie, about half a 
mile up from the Earn. It conſiſts of about 30 houſes, moſt 
of which are inhabited by handicraftſmen and labourers. It 

is divided into two parts, by a fmall 8 which runs 
through it, 


Church and School, —The church has a very decent appear- 
ance, but what gives it a venerable air, is its being ſurround- 
ed with a number of the fineſt trees which this country pro- 


duces. The ſchool-hvufe and dwelling - houſe of the ſchool- 


maſter, form together a very neat ſmall building. In this 


ſchool there are educated annually about 5o boys and girls, 


of which about 10 or a dozen are the children of poor peo- 
ple, the whole expence of whoſe education is defrayed by 
the kirk-ſefſion. The whole emoluments of the ſchool 2. 
mount to J. 27 or L. 30 Sterling. 


Reads and Bridges, —The public roads, in the low part of 
the pariſh, and even in the hills in ſome places, as well as 


the bridges, are excecdingly good. They were at firſt made, 


and are ſtill kept in repair, by the ſtatute labour, which is 


partly exacted in kind, and partly commuted. The private 
roads, leading to the gentlemen's houſes, do Honour to the 
proprietors, All of them in point of goodneſs are een, 


and ſome of thene be F to the public W 


Inclo Wares — The greater part of the low b of the pa«- 


riſh 
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riſh is incloſed. The incloſures are made by hedges and 
ditches, and ſurrounded with a ſingle, double, or triple row 
of trees, which at once ſhelter and beautify the country. A 
conſiderable part of the higher grounds are likewiſe incloſed, 
And though much remains yet to be incloſed, yet all are 
convinced of the benefit of this improvement. 


Public Honſen.— There are five public houſes in the pariſh, 
three or four of which are neceſſary. The effects of them 
upon the morals of the people is inconſiderable. 


Poor, —The poor of this pariſh are ſupplied ſolely from 
the property of the ſeſſion or church. This property conſiſts 
of what is collected at the church door, and of the remain- 
ders of ſuch collections in former times, after relieving the 
poor, which have in time accumulated, and are laid out 
upon intereſt, There are, at an average, four or five conſtant 
penſioners upon the ſeſſion, Theſe receive monthly 28. 3s, 
48. or 58, according to their need, and reſide in houſes of 
their own. Several others likewiſe receive ſupply occaſion- 
ally, when their circumſtances require „ 


e td Aa the weſt border of the low part of the pa. 
riſh, are the remains of an ancient fortification. It is ſituated 
upon a piece of riſing ground reſembling a ſemiſphere. It is 
fortified, partly by nature, and partly by a ſtone wall, the re · 
mains of which are yet diſcoverable under the moſs, which 
has nearly covered them. On the eaſt there is an opening, 
and lower down, without the walls, there are ſome remains of 
ditches, No place can be better fitted for obſervation. It 
commands an extenſive proſpect on all ſides, except the ſouth. 
It is ſituated at the lower end of the valley, through which 


the r runs, and which is s the r paſſage, within ſome 
ü miles 
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miles on each fide, through the Ochils to Fife. It is theres 
fore imagined by ſome, that it might have been an outpoſt 


of the Romans, whilſt they were in Strathearn. Beſide 


Ardargie, a village in the hills, there is a place, which for time 
immemorial has been called the Roman Camp. It is fituated 
upon a height above the May. Its figure is a ſquare, each 
fide of which is about 9o yards in length. On the one ſide 


it is defended by a deep hollow, through which runs a 


brook; and on the other three ſides by trenches. The 
width of theſe trenches, at the top, is about 10 yards, their 
depth on the fide next the camp about 14 feet, and on the 
outfide 10. Somewhat more than a mile ſouth from For- 
gan, is a place called Caftle-law, It is fituated upon the 
ſummit of a very high hill, which reſembles a low cone. 
The circumference of its area is about 500 yards. This ſpot 


is defended on all fides by a ſtone wall, the veſtiges of which 
ue yet to be ſeen ; theſe veſtiges are of a form nearly circu- 


hr, and the walls ſeem to have taken their form from the 
top of the hill on which they were built. Beſides this wall, 
there are alſo ſeveral outworks, which ſeem to have been 
formed for defence ; particularly on the ſouth, where the 
hill is leſs ſteep, and the ground below higher, there are 
| three mounds of earth parallel to the wall, and to each o- 


ther, Within the area of this caſtle or fortification, are the 
reſtiges of buildings; and there was erected, by the former 


Lord Ruthven, on this ſpot, a ſort of half tower, which is 
yet ſtanding. This place commands a proſpect of the coun- 
try, to the mouth of the Tay, or the German ocean on the 
eaſt, all Strathearn to the Grampian mountains on the weſt, 
a great part of Perthſhire and Angusſhire on the north and 


north eaſt, and the top of the Lomond hills on the ſouth. 
The general opinion concerning Caſtle-law is, that it had 


been a Daniſh fortification, About half a mile north from 
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the foot of this high hill, is a place called the Law of Dun. 
buils. Tt is a craggy hill, on the top of which are the veſ. 
tiges of a wall, whoſe form has alſo been determined by thy 
of the hill on which it was built. There is nothing remark. 
able in theſe veſtiges. They are much the ſame with what 
is to be ſeen, on many of thoſe hills, called Laus, and are 
very probably the remains of ſome ancient fortification, 
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NUMBER NLV 
PARISH OF HOBKIRK. 
(County of Roxburgh.) 


| By the Rev, Mr Joan RICcCaLTON, 


Name, Situation, c. 


The pariſh is ſituated in the county of Roxburgh, preſbytery 
of Jedburgh, and ſynod of Merſe and Teviotdale. It is of 
an oblong form, about 12 miles in length, and about three 
where broadeſt, T he general appearance of the country is 


mountainous. 
Sil.—The ſoil is very different both in its nature and 


fertile, deep, ſtrong clay, ſome parts of it mixed with ſmall 


channel, and other parts with ſand. At a diſtance from the 


water, it is a light ſandy ſoil, lying upon the face of a cold 
til, and moſt of it very barren. 


Mountains, Ec. The moſt remarkable mountains are 
Winbrough, and Fanna. Winbrough, from its baſe to the 
lummit, is an aſcent of a mile and a half, and Fanna is 
cxrly the ſame, Windbropgh is ſo high, that, from its 


ſummit, | 


ME ancient name was Hobſtirk, and the modern name 
is Hobhirk. Tradition ſays that it was built by a man 
of the name of Hob, and had taken its name from the founder. 


quality. All along the fide of the water of Rule, it is a very 
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ſummit, you have a view of both eaſt and weſt ſeas, though 6 
both are at the diſtance of 40 miles. The pariſh aboungs : 
with free ſtone. Beyond Winbrough there are very good 
lime ſtone quarries, and three lime kilns; two of them upon 


the lands of Sir Francis Elliot of Stobs, and another upon 

the lands of Mr Elliot of Harrot. A little below the laf : 
mentioned lime kiln, there is a place called Robert's Lim, : 

where there are large rocks of pebbles, of which are made - 

ſeals and buttons of different kinds. Mott of the rock is of 

a light blue colour. There are other parts of it tineiy varie. 

gated with ſtrokes of red and yellow ; and fo much are is 

they eſteemed, that great quantities are carried as far y : 

Sheffield and Birmingham, 

. pariſh at preſent contains about 706 0 
ſouls, In Dr Webſter's report, the number is 539. The a 
number of males and females are nearly equal. A an aer. 4 
age tor theſe 20 years paſt, the number of births has been : 

20, and that of deaths about 14. The number of fouls 

under 10 years of age is og 150 

From 10 to 20 - 150 8 
From 20 to 0 = - 300 1 
From 50 to 70 3 80 1 
ff. 190-;.27 020; | 
The number of farmers in the pazich is 3³5⁵ and that of their b 
ſervants 127. = 

Cattle —'T he pariſh at an average contains about 500 ll > 
black cattle, gooo ſheep, and 156 horſes. Te 

Production: and Rent. — At an average there are 1000 acſe 5 
in tillage. As it is an Highland place, the crop conkilt 


moſtly of oats, barley, peaſe, turnips, and. potatoes. There 
are 


500 


cres 
\Gilts 


here 
are 
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are not perhaps above 20 acres ſown with wheat. The land- 
rent of t the pariſh is L. 2830 Sterling. 


Church, —The value of the living, including the glebe, is 


L115. The Crown is patron, The church was repaired 
in 1777. The manſe was built in 1770. There are eleven 


heritors in the pariſh, only three of a reſide in it. There 
are about 30 Seceders, and one Epiſcopalian. 


Poor.— The number of poor receiving alms is 2 5. The 
annual amount of the contributions for their relief i is L. 56 
* 


Eminent Men. — The immortal Elliot, Lord Heathfield, 


Governor of Gibraltar, who, with a fortitude, a vigilance, | 
an incorruptible integrity, and a military {kill, ſcarcely to be 


paralleled in hiſtory, defended that fortreſs againſt the unit- 


ed forces, naval and military, of the houſe of Bourbon, was 
born in this pariſh. 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations. — The air is rather moiſt, but 


not unhealthy. No deſtruCtive epidemical diſtempers prevail 


init, The common fuel is peat, one horſe-load of which, 
when carried to market, is fold at ts. ; when bought'on the 
ſpot, at 6d. There are 46 ploughs in the pariſh, moſtly of 
the Engliſh kind, though ſome (till uſe the old Scotch plough. 
The number of carts is 70. There are three fingle-horſe 
chaiſes, and only one poſt-chalſe. There is a ſpecies of 
Briſtol ſtone ſometimes found in the bed of the water. The 
number of handicraftſmen is 27, with 6 apprentices. There 
i only one woollen manufacturer. None have been under 
the neceſſity of leaving the pariſh for want of employment; 
tor have any 0 from it, farther than to the neigh- 
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bouring towns or pariſhes, None have ever periſhed for 
want, nor have any been guilty of capital crimes, or even of 
thoſe more petty offences which are puniſhed by baniſhment. 
The people in general are of a ſtrong robuſt make, and a 
good complexion. The greateſt height of ſtature any of 
them attain, is 6 feet 2 inches. There are 147 houſes in the 
pariſh, and, at an average, 5 fouls in each family. The 
number of acres has never been exactly aſcertained, but the 
pariſh is famous for the beſt breeding grounds, which pro. 
_ duce ſheep of an excellent quality, and diſtinguiſhed for 2 
fine ſtaple of wool. The turnpike road from Edinburgh to 
Newcaſtle runs through this pariſh : It was made at the & 
pence of the county, and is kept in repair by the tolls, The 
people in general are convinced of the utility of public roads, 
Provifions are rather high. 'The preſent price of beef is 
43 d. per pound, Early in the ſpring, veal is 5 d. and ſeldom 
under 32 d. at any ſeaſon of the year; mutton 4 d. and fel. 
dom under 33 d.; even at the moft Plentiful ſeaſon, good 
lamb is never under 1s. 6d, or 1s. 8d. per quarter, and 
ſometimes 2 s. Pork is commonly 4 s. or 48. 6 d. per ſtone; 
Pigs of three weeks old, 3s. and, at fix weeks old, generally 
78.3 2 gooſe never under 28. z 2 duck, 8 d.; chickens, from 
3d. to 8 d.; but ter, 9 d. per pound; cheeſe, 7 d.; oats, 
20 8. per boll; wheat, 11. 12 s.; barley, 11. 48. ; peaſe, Il. 
58. The prices of theſe commodities, thirty or forty years 
ago, were, beſt beef, 2 d. or 23 d. per pound; beſt mutton, 
1: d. or 2 d.; lan;b, 5d. or 6d. per quarter, &c. Butter, 
3 5 d per pound; cheeſe, 2 8. 6 d. or 38. per ſtone; 
oats, 7 s. or 8 8. per boll, ſeldom above 10 8.; barley, 118. 
or 128.3 wheat, 18 8. or 20 8.; peafe 10 8. and ſeldom above 
12s. Labourers in huſbandry are hired at 1s. or 18. 26. 
per day; bricklayers, maſons, carpenters; _ 8. 6 d.; taſ- 
bore, 8 * including victualss. 


NUM: 
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NUMBER XLVI. 
PARISH Or. DRUMOAK. 


_ (County of Aberdeen) 


By the Rev. Mr Jams FRASER, 


Name, Situation, Dc. 


F this part of rhe country, it is almoſt always called 
Dalmaik, The church and manſe are ſituated by the 


river Dee, on a haugh (in Erſe Dal); and near, a well, which 


has ſtill the name of St Mails Well, Yet it is almoſt uni- 
verſally written Drumoak, and ſometimes Drumaok. It is 
Drumaak in papers above 150 years old, It lies in the county 
of Aberdeen, (except what belongs to the eſtate of Leys, in 


the weſt end of the pariſh, which is in Kincardineſhire), and 
in the preſbytery and ſynod of Aberdeen, It is about four 


meaſured miles from eaſt to weſt, and about two from north 


to ſouth, 


Soil and Climate —The ſoil is ſhallow, and a great deal 
of it is only fit for ſheep paſture. The air is dry and very 
healthy. 25 


Population.— In 1790, the number of ſouls was 708, of 


whom 321 were males, and 387 females. In Dr Webſter's 


report, the number is 766. In 1780, the number was 603 ; 


and in 12306, only 637. The annual average of births for 


ten 
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ten years, ending in 1789, is exactly 20. During the courſe 
of that year, however, there were 30. For ten years, begin. 
ning 1692, (when our oldeſt regiſter commences), the ave. 
rage is 16. For ten years, beginning 1920, very near 21; 
and for the ſame period, preceding 1780, a little above 18. 
The average of deaths cannot be aſcertained, there being no 
regiſter of burials. The grave-digger computes about 10 pa- 
riſhioners annyally buried. The number of marriages is on- 
ly about 2 each year, ſince June 1786, All the inhabitants 
are of the eſtabliſhed church, except one Epiſcopalian. 


Produftions, No wheat is ſown in this pariſh, and but 
little artificial graſſes, or turnips. The crops conſiſt chiefly of 
barley and oats. There are about 2000 ſheep. Oxen are 
| lefs employed in ploughing than formerly. 'The pariſh gene- 
rally ſupplies itſelf with provitiens.” © 


Church. —The ſtipend is L. 37: 7:9 and 28 bolls of meal, 
The plebe conſiſts of about five acres arable ground, and 3s 
much paſture fit for ſheep. Mr Irvine of Drum is patron, 
and the only reſiding heritor. There are other two non- 
reſident, The church is ſo old that no body knows when it 
was built: It has had frequent * The manſe was re. 
paired 30 yu ago. D 


Pur. — There are about 20 poor people in the pariſh who 
receive alms. The annual ameunt of the funds is about 
L 20, including L. 4 arifing from the intereſt of legacies, by 
the Laird of Drum, to decayed tenants, or their widows, and 
to poor ſcholars. 

nM ſcellangous Ob/ervations —The people in general live very 


: * There is little change of property: Men 
| . ſervans 
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ſervants receive about 5 1. per annum of wages; women about 
21.; labourers in huſbandry, 1 s. per day, or 6d. and their 
vituals. Peats from the moſs, of which a certain quantity is 
allotted to each farm, are chiefly uſed for fuel. The roads 
are in good repair. The ſtatute labour is partly performed 
in kind, and partly commuted. The beſt arable land is rented. 
at about 15 s. per acre. The number of farms is not dimi- 
niſning. There are few incloſures *. | 
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For farther particulars reſpeQing this pariſh, the reader is 
referred to a book printed at 2P:'lley, in 1782, entitled, De- 
« ſcription of the Ealt Coaſt of Scotland, by Francis Douglas,” 
p. 255, &c. where a deſcription is given of the Tower of Drum, 
Kc, 
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NUMBER XLVII. 
PARISH OF LESWAL I. 
( County of Wigton.) 


By the Rev. Mr Jonx Rosk. 


Name, Situation, Wc. 


HIS pariſh is named Leſwalt. The origin of the name 
cannot be aſcertained. It forms a part of that penin- 

ſula commonly called the Rinns of Galloway. It is fituated 
in the county of Wigton, in the Preſbytery of Stranraer, 
and ſynod of Galloway, Its greateſt length is ſeven miles, 
its greateſt breadth from five to ſix, and where narroweſt, it 
is three miles. The appearance of the pariſh is much diver- 
ſified with hills and plains, vallies, meadows, and large 
moſſes. The part adjacent to Lochryan extends about three 
miles, is almoſt level, and the ſoil is light and ſandy, with 3 
mixture of gravel. All this track is well cultivated, and, in 
moiſt ſeaſons, yields excellent crops of oats and bear. The 
means of improvement, lime and ſhells, are eaſily obtained 
from the vicinity of Lochryan, On the ſouth, the ground 
is hilly, wet, and ſpongy, partly green, and partly covered 
with heath; and, even on the higheſt ground, there are large 
deep moſſes, All this track is much fitter for paſture that 
tillage, Here little improvement has been made. There 
indeed one ſpecies of culture, which has been practiſed here 
very ſucceſsfully z that is, by pairing, or, as it is here called, 
ripping 


dipping and burning the ſod, and ſpreading the aſhes. Aſtet 
theſe operations, ſome farmers have had ſeven or eight, and 


ſome more, excellent crops of oats. In ſome farms, che 
fame operations have been repeated on the very ſame ground, 


three ſeveral times, and {till attended with equal ſucceſs, 
But it is remarked, that, after theſe operations, the graſs de- 
generates, becomes very coarſe, and reſembles bent. On the 
ſouth-weſt and north-weſt points of the pariſh, the ground is 
very wet and ſpungy, conſiſting of a deep clay, mixed with 
gravel, and is either green or covered with heath. The in- 
terjacent ſpace along the Iriſh channel is much diverſified. 


lu ſome places the land is flat, partly green, partly covered 
with heath; in other places there are fine green vallies, that 


deſcend to the ſhore in a variety of turnings and windings. 
The foil is either light and ſandy, or deep moſs. The coaſt 


is high, bold, and rocky. Here no improvement has yet been 


atempted, from the difficulty of procuring manure, Loch- 
ryan is ſome miles diſtant, and there are ſcveral ſteep pulls 
for carriages in the way. There is not a ſafe port on the 
weſt coaſt of this pariſh, for,the importation of lime irom 
Ireland ; though, at a {mall expence, a very commodious one 
might be formed, much to the emolument of both proprie- 
tors and farmers. On this coaſt there are great quantities 
of fiſh, particularly excellent cod, of which fome are 
caught by the tenants, at the intervals of labour, for the uſe 
of their own families; a few only are ſold, and none export- 
ed. The ground in the middle of the pariſh is high, and 
either green, or covered with heath. In ſome places 
there are large tracks of deep moſs. Hence little improve- 
ment has been made, except what has been done by Sir 
Stair Agnew, adjacent to his own houſe, where there are 


ſome fields highly cultivated, and which produce excellent 


cops of clover and rye · graſs. There are alſo ſeveral ranges 
8 | of 
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of planting, ſome old, ſome young, and all in a thriving 
condition. 


Productions, &c.— As this pariſh has not been meaſured, 
it is impoſſible to aſcertain the number of acres that are in 
tillage, though it muſt be conſiderable; as, beſides affording 
a ſufficiency for the inhabitants, wheat, meal, and malt 
are fold at Stranraer, and there is an annual exportation of 
from 6 to 700 bolls of oats and bear, to Ayr, Greenock, 
and Port- Glaſgow. Black cattle and ſheep are the articles 
upon which the farmers chiefly depend for the payment of 
their rents. There may be about 150% head of horned | 
cattle in this pariſh, and near 3000 ſheep; but theſe laſt are 
faſt decreaſing in numbers, as agriculture advances in its 
progreſs. There are 240 work horſes, and above 5o carts 
in this pariſh. —There is no river in it, but there are 
two ſtreams of water, called Solburn, and the burn of 
Pallanton, both abounding with fine trout, and, at ſome dif. 
tance from the fea, with ſalmon, The former empties itſelf 
into the bay of Lochryan, the latter, after many windings 
through an extenſive plain, into the bay of Luce. Upon 
the ſides of theſe burns, there are large tracks of fine mei- 
dow ground, almoſt to their ſources, None of the hills in 
this pariſh are of any conſiderable height, though, from the 
peninſular ſituation of the country, they command extenſive 
proſpects. One in particular, called the Tone cf Cragach, 
a beautiful green hill, riſing in form of a cone, commands a 
full view of the Iriſh coaſt, the bay of Belfaſt, the iſland of 
Arran, and ſome of the other Weſtern iſlands. There art 
plain traces of an encampment on the ſummit of this hill. 


_ Climate, &c,—The climate here is mild, temperate, and 


ſalubrious, though moiſt, There have been ſeveral inſtances 
Deer = 


3 
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of longevity fince the ſettlement of the preſent ieuutdent, 
One man lived to the age of 98, two to the age of 924 aud 
there is one now n * 95. 


1 f 


Anat. —What the coptletiog was, at 127 themes pe- 


nod, is not preciſely known; but it has certainly, of late, in- 
creaſed conſiderably. This is not fo much to be aſcribed to 


the progreſs of agriculture, as to a paſſion that has prevailed 


for ſome years, of taking feus in the villages. In the year 
1766, there were only 18 houſes in Clayhole, and now there 
are about 50, The man is ſtill alive who built the firſt houſe 
init, The number, in Dr Webſter's report, is 652. The 
preſent population of the pariſh, from an accurate ſurvey late. 
y made, amounts to 1194 ſouls. Of this number there may 
be about 150 Iriſh, three Engliſh, and one Mulatto. Theſe 
ae in general either hired ſervants or labourers. The 
births during the laſt 12 months were 28, and the Ty 
eight; but there were ſome e r rf fu 


Pror—The poor are chiefly ſupported by the weekly Un 
letions, and the intereſt of a ſmall ſum of money ſet apart 
tor them. There are, at preſent, 13 upon the poor's liſt. 
Few of the natives of this country are in very indigent cir- 
cumſtances, but we have conſtant ſupplies from Ireland, of 
poor emaciated perſons, whoſe very aſpect excites compaſ- 
ſion, Every week brings freſh cargoes to Portpatrick, and 


they are permitted to traverſe this country at large. This is 


a grievance. that has been long complained of, but hitherto 
wen redreſs, 


88 School, &c,—The ſtipend is L. 49: 18: 31 of 
money, and 1 5 polls of meal, of 16 ſtone to the bol, and 
eee eee eee eee 
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4 bolls bear, 12 buſhels to the boll. The valued rent of thi 
Pariſh is about 3600 pounds Scotch; the real rent L. 2000 
Sterling. There is a ſchool-houſe near the church, where 
the youth are taught for about five months in the year; but 
towards the ſummer ſeaſon they are generally called off, to 
aſſiſt their parents in country matters. There is alſo a ſchool 
at one of the villages; but the perquiſites are ſmall, and no 
falary has been paid for near 50 yours $ hence learnin 8 muſt 
be at a low ebb, 


Antiquities. — Lochnaw Caſtle is the only conſiderable 
building in the pariſh, It is a very antient edifice, built on 
an elevated ſituation, and ſeems to have been intended for: 
place of defence in former times. It was protected on the 
ſouth by a deep foſſe, the veſtiges of which may ſtill be 
traced ; and on the north by a lake of water, called Lochnau, 
which has been drained, and its bed is now fine meadow and 
paſture ground. 


Miſcellaneous W There are only three heritors 
in this pariſh, the Earl of Stair, Sir Stair Agnew of Loch- 
naw, Baronet, and Robert Vans Agnew, Eſq; of Schuchan, 
Sir Stair Agnew is the only reſiding heritor. It is not ealy 
to ſay what the land lets at per acre, as the ground has not | 
been meaſured ; but the rents have been all doubled during 
the preſent incumbency, and the farmers live better, and have 
more elegance in their houſes, than formerly. Mr Vans 
Apnew's lands in the. neighbourhood of Stranraer, that have 
been meaſured, let at from 15 8. to 428. per acre. There 
are above 40 farmers in this pariſh, who pay above L. 10 ff 
yearly rent, and ſeveral tenants and ſubtenants, who pa) 
near that ſum. There is only one farmer who pays above 
L. 100,—There are two villages in the eaſtern extremit] 


of 


P ͤ v ⏑ Arad 


of the pariſh, cloſe upon Stranraer, and ſeparated from it 


only by an ideal line, called the Clayhole and Hillhead, 
which contains near one half of the inhabitants of the pariſh. 
Mr Vans Agnew is the proprietor of the ground on which 
theſe villages ſtand. He lets it out in ſmall lots for building 
houſes, at an eaſy feu duty of 3 d. a foot in front of a houſe, 
and allows 100 feet behind the houſe for garden ground, 


Such as chooſe to ſlate their houſes, are exempted from feu- 


duty for four years, and this has encouraged many to make 
uſe of ſlate. The inhabitants of the villages are generally 
tradeſmen, ſailors, and labourers; and ſome of them rent 
{mall pieces of ground. 
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NUMBER XLIX. 6 

l 

PARISH OF STOBO, | 

| 

(County of Tweeddale.') 

By the Rev. Mr ALEXANDER KER, 

| c 

Ce a 

— — — — ſ 

y 

Situation, Surface, Wc. c 

HE pariſh of Stobo is ſituated in the county of Tee. b 

dale, in the preſbytery of Peebles, and ſynod of Jo- i 

thian and Tweeddale. It is about fix miles long, and between k 

three and four miles broad. One part of the pariſh is . 
mountainous, and fit only for ſheep paſture; another part of 

it is arable, and capable of cultivation. Some of the hills : 

are green, but moſt of them are covered with heath. g 

S2il.—The ſoil of the arable land is various 3 Tome parts A 

are a wet clay, interſperſed with ſtones ; when drained and b 

limed, they give good returns. There is another part, h- V 

ing on the ſide of the river Tweed, which is a mixture ot 1 

earth, clay, and ſand. This land yields very good crops, 3l a 

though it does not, in general, receive from the farmer that th 

Juſtice, in point of improvement, which its quality deſerves, 2 

| owing to the inundations of the river Tweed, to which it i ab 

in many places expoſed, and by which, in ſome parts, i p 7” 

over-run with a conſiderable current. This land is peculiarly : 

adapted for paſture. It produces a thick ſtool of natural grals 


which is well adapted, either for fattening cattle, or for milk 
Do. | cows, 


cows, whoſe butter, in reſpect of colour and richneſs, may be 
diſtinguiſhed from the milk of any other cows, which paſture 
upon the hi gher grounds. The greater part of the land is a light, 
but fertile ſoil, lying upon a bed of gravel. This ſoil, when 

properly cultivated, never fails, when the ſeaſon is ſhowry, 
to produce excellent crops ; but, in a hot or dry year, it is 
very much parched, and, of courſe, the labour of the moſt 
kilfol and induſtrious farmer is defeated. It may be obſerv- 
ed, that the land is in general ſtoney ; and, what is remark- 
able, in the hollows, where the ſtones moſt abound, (in 
ſuch quantities, that a plough, when at the beam, does not 
reach the bottom of them), there the heavieſt part of the 
crop upon the field is produced. It may be accounted for in 
this way, that the ſtones, by ſheltering or keeping warm any 
ſmall quantity of ſoil, which is amongſt them, in the cold 
ſeaſons, and by proteCting it from the ſcorching heat of the 
ſun, in the hot ſeaſons, always occaſion a good crop. 


Plughs, &c.—The Scotch plough is chiefly uſed in the pa- 
riſh, as it is beſt adapted to the nature of the ground. The 
practice of ploughing with oxen was for ſeveral years almoſt 
totally given up, till of late, that ſome of the farmers have 
begun to revive that antient practice. In ſtrong ſtoney land, 
which is frequently to be met with in this pariſh, oxen 
are preferable to horſes. The oxen move at a flow, but perſe- 
vering pace, and take the draught along with them; whereas 
the metal of the horſe is ſoon raiſed by reſiſtance and 
the whip; of courſe he becomes reſtive and unmanage- 
able, The oxen have alſo the advantage of the horſes 
in point of economy, being maintained at much leſs ex- 
pence, The chief objection againſt oxen ploughs is the 
ſlowneſs of their movement; but, when the ſuperior execu- 
tion of their work is conſidered, where the ground is croſs 
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and ſtoney, and that they can continue in the yoke two hours 
longer than the horſes without any in ury, the —0— has 
little or no weight. 


Climate and Diſeaſes, —The ſituation of Stobo is dry, and 
the air pure, The ſtate of health, which the inhabitants in 
general enjoy, is the beſt proof of the wholeſomeneſs of the 
climate, few or none of them being — with . mo: 
Har diſeaſe. 


Rivers, —The river Tweed, which runs through this pa. 
riſh, and divides the north part of it from the ſouth, has its 
ſource in the pariſh of Tweedſmuir, at a fountain called 


 Twweeds Well, about 18 miles diſtant from * and 7 from 


Moffat, - 


| Antiquities, —The Sheriff Muir is the chief place which 


| diſcovers ſome remains of antiquity, It is a flat uncultivat 
ed heath, with ſome ſtones upon it, which have the appear. 
ance of being monuments ; from which circumſtance ſome 
have concluded that it muſt have been once the ſcene of bat- 
| tle. But there is no record or hiſtorical evidence of the 
fact. There are two erect ſtones of conſiderable ſize, about 
fix feet diſtant, which are probably the ſite of a grave, by 
ſome ſuppoſed to have been a Druidical temple. From the 
center of the grave, there are a number of ſtones about a foot 
high, erected at regular diſtances, and extending eaſtward in 
a a curved direction. Two cairns are likewiſe raiſed upon this 

muir, the one conſiderably larger than the other ; both of 
them, it may be preſumed, to perpetuate the memory of 
perſons of diſtinction. Not far diſtant from the two erc&t 

ſtones already mentioned, is a large round cavity, in the form 
of a baſon, called Pinkie's Hole; it is about 90 paces in ci 
curnferenct 


BSE AIRS a i. 
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mm > 


of Stobo. — 


-umference; and, at the centre, is between 6 and 5; feet below 
the level of the adjacent plain; whether it is the effect of 
nature or of art, it is difficult to determine. There is an- 


other cavity near the largeſt cairn, which is much larger 


than Pinkie's Hole, being about 140 paces in circumference; 


put it is neither ſo deep, nor ſo regular in the formation, 


having a ſmall ridge in the middle of it. There are alſo, 


upon the muir, a few ſmall circular appearances, which are 
evidently the effect of art. The Sheriff Muir is the place 
where the Tweeddale militia met. It was thought expedient, 
whilſt the unfortunate animoſity ſubſiſted between the ſiſter 
kingdoms, that each county ſhould embody a militia, who 
were ſummoned to appear before the ſheriff-depute on a cer- 
tain day, and at an appointed time and place. This muir be- 
ing both centrical for the county, and well adapted for muſ- 


tering the militia, was the place appointed by the ſheriff for 
that purpoſe ; hence it was called the Sheri} Muir, and ſtill 


retains the name, 


daten. There are two ſeams of flate in one hill, nearly of 
equal quality, which muſt have been wrought for many ages 
paſt, as the oldeſt houſes in the diſtrict of country, to which 


they have been carried, are covered with them. The ſlates 


we of a dark blue colour, ſplit to a proper thickneſs, and, for 


durability, and ſtrength in proportion to their thickneſs, are 


believed to be inferior to no ſlate whatſoever, as no decay is 
obſerved in the ſlates of the oldeſt houſes covered with them. 


The ſeams of ſlate having been long let, with a large farm in 


which they are ſituated, little attention was given by the te- 
nant to the working of them, and the country was ill ſerved 
vith them; but the quarries are now wrought, to a great ex- 
tent, by the preſent proprietor, and his leſſees, and the lates 


ae ſaid to be much improved in ſize. 
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Inchſures, Wc . Part of the _ of Stobo, contiguous. 


to the houſe, was inclofed early in this century, to which the 
preſent proprietor has added largely. The incloſures eaſ 
from the manſe extend about a mile, and to the weft about 
two miles, and in depth, from north to ſouth, from half 3 
mile to a mile. The river Tweed is the ſouth boundary, 
The fences are quickſet hedges, or dry ſtone walls. Incloſures 
are begun in other parts of the pariſh, but hitherto they hare 
made no conſiderable progreſs. There are few full grown 
trees in the pariſh, except in the old incloſures of Stobo, 
where there are a good many; and in the new incloſures, 
conſiderable young plantations have been made of all kinds 
of trees uſually planted in Scotland. The farmers are in 
general ſenfible of the advantages of incloſures. One farmer, 
upon a three-nineteen years leaſe, has begun to incloſe part 
of his farm at his own expence; and others, upon ſhorter 
leaſes, ſolicit the aid of their landlords, (who are not averſe 
to encourage them), to aſſiſt them in making ſmall incloſures, 


Productions. Oats, bear, and peaſe are the ſtaple crops in 
the pariſh, Wheat is ſown, but in ſmall quantities. Turnip 
is ſown by thoſe who have incloſures; and potatoes are 
found to be ſo generally uſeful, and the foil ſo well ſuited to 
the growth of them, that they are raiſed by every perſon. 
Clover and rye-graſs are alſo ſown, and ſome ſow as much 
flax or lint-ſeed as is neceſſary for family uſes. There 1s 
more grain produced in the pariſh than 1 is neceſſary for tlic 
maintainance of its inhabitants. 


Population The number of inhabitants, of which this 
pariſh conſiſted, preceding the year 1734, is not aſcertained. 
From the remains of old houſes and old towers, which are 
now much defaced, but are ſtill in the remembrance of » 

| peop & 


th 
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people; it appeats that the population is confiderably dimi- 
niſhed. The greateſt part of the depopulation took place 
previous to the year 1734. If there is any decreaſe fince 
that period, it is very trifling, as appears from the examina. 
tion roll of the pariſh at that time, compared with the exa- 
ination roll of this year. Since the year 1734 it has un- 
dergone ſome changes in regard to numbers, In that year 
there were only 200 examinable perſons in the pariſh, per- 
ſons from eight years of age and upwards. In this ſtate it 
continued till the year 1741 or 1742, when it had an increaſe 
of numbers, from having the half of the pariſh of Dawick 
aunexed to it; in conſequence of this circumſtance, the 
numbers were increaſed from 200, to between 240 and 250. 
Of late years, however, the numbers have decreaſed. There 
xe at preſent in the pariſh only 221 examinable perſons, 
and 97 that are not examinable, or under eight years of age; 
total, 318 ſouls, Among this number there are 15 Seceders, 
The number of males, from eight years of age and upwards, 
$119; the females, 102. There are 60 houſes in the pa- 
riſh, and 5 inhabitants, upon an average, to each houſe. In 
Dr Webſter's report, the number is 313. The births, for 
theſe eight years paſt, are, at an average, about 9g per annum; 
during the ſame period there have been 36 burials at the 
church, but then 13 of theſe perſons did not reſide in the 
pariſh at the time of their death z ſo that 23 only have died 
for theſe 8 years paſt, being, at an average, about 3 per annum. 
There have been only 10 marriages during the laſt 8 years: 
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Church, c. The church of Stobo is Gothic; and appears 
is from hiſtory to be between 4 and 500 years old. The re- 
Fl mains of a font, an oven, and other apparatus peculiar to 
re the Popiſh church, are till to be ſeen; It was called in an- 
ld cient times the Parfonage of Stobo. = It appears from the ori- 
le Vor. III. ä ginal 
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ginal rights of Lord Wigton, once patron of this pariſh, that 
it was a parſonage, having four churches belonging to |, 
which were called the Pendicles of Stobo, viz. the church of 
Dawick, upper and lower Drummelzier, Broughton, ang 
Glenholm. Dawick is now annexed to Stobo and Drum. 
melzier, and what was called, in the original rights of Lord 
Wigton, Upper Drummelzier, is now a diſtinct pariſh, and i 
called Tweedſmuir Pariſh. Ihe ſtipend is 49 J. 8s. 1024. 
Sterling money, 60 bolls of victual, part of which is meal, 
and part bear, Beſides the ſtipend, the miniſter of Stobo 
receives from Sir James Naſmyth 10 bolls of meal, which is 
converted at the Mid-Lothian Fiars, being the rent of one 
halt of the glebe and graſs of Dawick annexed to Stoby, 
There is a manſe, and a glebe of 21 Engliſh acres, which i 
all incloſed, and ſubdivided with ſtone walls and quickſe 
hedges. The preſent incumbent incloſed the moſt part uf 
the glebe at his own expence. ; | 


Poor. There are very few perſons at preſent upon the 
poor's liſt z any ſupport which they receive ariſes from the 
weekly collections, and from the intereſt of ſome money 
which belongs to the kirk- ſeſſion. 


School, —TFhere is but one ſchool in the pariſh, which b 
taught by the eſtabliſhed ſchool- maſter. His yearly ſalarſ i 
51. 11s. 14 d. There are about 24 ſcholars; from thoſe 
that are beginners, or confined to the reading of Engliſh, bt 
receives one ſhilling per quarter; and from thoſe that at 
taught writing and arithmetic, one ſhilling and ſixpence. He 
has a comfortable houſe, which was built about 15 Je 
ago. 


Tull. 


uh 
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Fuel, There is no particular inconvenience which the in- 
habitants of this pariſh labour under from its local fituation, 
but 2 difficulty of procuring fuel. There is no peat which 
can pay the labour of manufacturing. And as to the turf it 
affords, though generally uſed, it is of a very inferior quality. 
There 1 18 NO good coal nearer than — which 1 18 18 * 
liſn miles diſtant. 


Miſcellanoous Obfervations, The valued rent of the pariſh 
is 28741. 9 s. 8 d. Scotch, the real rent about 1143 l. Sterling. 
There are three proprietors, none of whom reſide in the pa- 
rib, The number of tenants is 11, their ploughs 14. There 
is an excellent breed of ſheep in the pariſh, they are remark- 
ably found and healthy, of a middle fize, and in number 


about 5000. There are 81 horſes, aud 190 black cattle in 


the pariſh, There are alſo a good number of black ca; tle, 
moſtly of the Highland kind, which are bought either early 
in the ſummer, for the purpoſe of feeding, or in the 
autumn, in order to eat up the foggage or after-grais. The 
high road which runs through this pariſh, and which is com- 


monly called Stabo Hedges, from its being bounded on each 


fide by a hedge for ſome miles, was completely made fome 
years ago, The roads which join it, on the weſt and eaſt, 
have alſo been made of late years. The ſtatute labour is 
commuted. There is no turnpike in the pariſh. There are 
two bridges over the Water of Lyne, which is the boundary, 
on the eaſt, between this pariſh, and thoſe of New- 


lands, Lyne, and Peebles. One of them was built by contri. 
bution within theſe few years; the other, though an old 
bridge, is very ſufficient, and makes the acceſs between this 


and Peebles very ealy. Tae bridge which was lately built 
over the Water of Lyne, was in conſequence of a road be- 
ing made along the ſide of Le Water, which Joins the 

| Peebles 
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Peebles road upon the eaſt, and the Kirkcurd road upon the 

weſt. This road is completely finiſhed, and is of great ad. 

vantage to travellers coming from the weſt country by the 
k way of Peebles. There is alſo a bridge over Biggar Water, 

which is the boundary on the weſt between this pariſh and 

Glenholm. This bridge opens up a free communication be. 
| tween this pariſh and the road leading to Moffat, 


of Larbert and Dunipace. 


NUMBER . 


UNITED PARISHES OF LARBERT 
8 AND DUNIPACE. 


(County of Stirling.) 


By the Rev. Mr GkORCGE Harvie, 


| Situation, Extent, Se. 


1H E united pariſhes of Larbert and Dunipace are ſitu- 
ated in the county of Stirling, about ſeven miles 


diſtant from the town, lying towards the ſouth-eaſt, and are 


within the preſbytery of Stirling, and ſynod of Perth and Stir- 


ling. Each pariſh hath its own church and kirk-ſeſſion. Theſe 
churches were originally two chapels, belonging to"the abbot 


of Cambuſkenneth, near Stirling : But, at the Reformation, 
they were erected into different charges; and, ſince that time, 
have been under one miniſter. The extent of both pariſhes, 
from eaſt to weſt, is about eight, and from ſouth to north, 
about two miles. They are generally level ground ; and the 


foil is partly of a light dry nature, and partly clayey. 


Minerals.—There is plenty of free. ſtone and coal in both 
pariſhes ; but no coal is wrought at preſent, except at Kin- 
naird and Quarrole, which lie in the pariſh of Larbert. 


| 8 former times, the pariſh of Dunipace was the 
moſt populous ; but now the population there is greatly dimi- 


niſhed, 
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niſhed, owing to the heritors taking the land into their oi | 


hands, and appropriating it to paſturage for large cattle, ſheep, 


Kc. The population of the pariſh of Larbert has increaſed in 


a very large proportion. There are ahout 3ooo people in it 
above 12 years of age, conſequently about 4000 in all. In Dr 


Webſter's report, the number is 1864. There are ſeveral vil. 


lages in faid pariſh, but no market town. The number of han- 
dicraftſmen in Larbert pariſh is about 1500. In the pariſh of 
Dunipace, there are only about 80, The annual average of 
marriages in the pariſh of Larbert is about 31, which is ta- 
ken from the records. The births in it are about 60; but, 
on account of the different ſectaries, there are a great many 
who are not recorded. Of deaths, there are about 38; 
but there are ſeveral inhabitants in the pariſh of Larbert who 
have their burying places in other pariſhes, and the deaths 
of ſuch are not inſerted in our records. At an average of 
three years, there are, in the pariſh of Larbert, 17 baptiſas, 
5 marriages, and 10 burials. 


Manufafteries,—The manufactories in both pariſhes are 
very conſiderable. In the pariſh of Dunipace, there are a 
printficld, and a cotton-ſpinning manufactory. In the pariſh 
of Larbert the famous Carron works are ſituated, which is 
one of the greateſt founderies in Europe. There are about 
1000 workmen employed, and about 180 carts for driving 
coals, iron-ſtone, &c. The works conſiſt of 5 blaſt furnaces; 
16 air furnaces; a clay mill for grinding clay and making fire 

bricks for the uſe of the ſaid furnace; an engine that raiſes 
4 tons and a half of water at one ſtroke, and, on an aver- 


age, draws 7 ſtrakes in a minute. This engine goes in the 


time of drought, and conſumes 16 tons of coal in 24 hours. 
Betides the coals conſumed by this engine, there are 120 


tons burnt every day in the works, and by the inhabitants 
belonging 
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belonging to them. Beſides the air furnaces, there are 
| z cupola furnaces, that go by virtue of the blaſt furnaces, by 


pipes conveyed from the machinery of the blaſts. Their 


buſineſs is much the ſame with the air furnaces. There are 
alſo 4 boring mills, for boring guns, pipes, cylinders, &c. 


One of the boring mills is adapted for turning the guns on 


the outſide. They have likewiſe ſmiths forges for making 
the largeſt anchors and anvils, as well as ſmall work of vari- 
ous kinds; beſides a forge for making malleable iron, and a 


plating forge : Alſo a forge for ſtamping iron, the hammer 


of which, with the helve, are both of caſt metal, and weigh 
a ton and a half. A nail manufactory is likewiſe carried on 
in LIE N to a conſiderable extent. 


f Chureb.— There are no places of public 20 except the 
eſtabliſhed churches of Larbert and Dunipace. 


Produce, Ec. — Neither pariſh can ſupply itſelf with 
meal, owing to ſo much ground being laid out in paſture, 


f 


In both pariſhes, there are about 50 acres ſown with flax, 


and as much with graſs. There is no ground in common 
in either, except where the great cattle tryſt is held three 
times in the year. It is a dry muir, belonging to Sir Michael 
Bruce, where, it is computed, there are between 20,000 and 
zo, oo cattle collected at the October tryſt. The advantages 


enjoyed by both, are plenty of coal, and, from their vicinity t — 


the great Canal, water carriage to and from the Eaſt and 
Weſt ſeas at an eaſy rate. Of courſe, they have plenty of pro- 
viſions brought to them from many diſtant places. 


* 


Antiquities —Near the Carron works once ſtood the famous 
Arthur's Oven, called by Buchanan Templum Termini. Seve- 
ral Daniſn forts, or obſervatories, are in theſe pariſhes z one 
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at Larbert, another at Braes, in the pariſh of Dunipace, and 


a third in Upper Torwood. There are two artificial mounts 


in the pariſh of Dunipace, near the church. Each of them 


cover, at the baſe, about an acre of land. They are up- 
wards of 60 feet high, and raiſed in a conical form. The 
reaſon of raiſing them is faid to be for a memorial of a peace 


which had been concluded there between the Romans and 


Scots . A part of one of the mounts, towards the weſt, was 


carried away (as Buchanan ſays) by a flood in the river Car- 


ron. At what time this happened is uncertain; but the 


courſe which the river had then taken, when it made this 
encroachment on the mount, is ſtill vifible. The great No- 


man Cauſeway from Carmuirs, (where the Roman camp was, 
in the pariſh of Falkirk), which croſſed the river Carron by 
a bridge, weſt of the village of Larbert, and went almoſt ina 
ſtraight line to the caſtle of Stirling, is ſtill entire in many 
parts, both in the pariſh of Larbert and Dunipace. In 
Dunipace pariſh is the famous Torwood; in the middle of 
which there are the remains of Wallace's tree, an oak which, 
according to a meaſurement, when entire, was ſaid to be 
about 12 feet diameter. To this wood Wallace is faid to 
have fled, and ſecreted himſelf in the body of that tree, then 
hollow, after his defeat in the north. Adjoining to this 
is a ſquare field, incloſed by a ditch, where Mr Donald 
Cargill excommunicated King Charles II. 


Schools, —In the pariſh of Larbert there are five ſchools, 
the principal of which is the pariſh ſchool in Stenhouſe- 
muir. The number of ſcholars, in general, is between 60 
and 70. The annual ſalary is 100 I. Scotch, and 1 J. Ster- 

; th ot 


„The name of the pariſh is ſuppoſed to originate from theſe 
two hills. They were the Dunes pacis or hills of peace. 


un 


St 


Fng 28 ſeflion clerk. The perquiſites ariſing from baptiſm, | 


marriages, and certificates, &c. amount in general to 8 l. 10. 
Sterling. In the ſchool at the village of Carron-ſhore, there 
are about 40 ſcholars, and the ſame number in the chool at 
the village of Larbert. In another ſchool at the colliery of 
Kinnaird, about 24 ſcholars are taught. In the pariſh ſchool 
of Dunipace there are about 40 ſcholars. The fees per 


| anoval falary is 100 merks Scotch; the maſter has 11. Ster- 
ling per annum for being ſeſſion clerk. The perquiſites ariſ- 
ing from baptiſms, marriages, &c. amount to 11. 4s. 8 d. 
3 e | | | 
Miſcellaneous Obſervations —The' great road that leads from 
Stirling to Edinburgh, goes through both pariſhes, upon 


30s. Sterling per acre. There are ſeveral funds in the pa- 
riſn of Larbert, befides the poor's rates, and collections 
at the church door. The firſt was erected by the Carron 
Company foon after they began their works, for the be- 


refit! of their workmen. The members belonging to this 


fund are about three hundred and twenty. There are three 


public houſes in the pariſh of Larbert; one at Carron, 


and two in the village. There is one in the pariſh of Duni. 


pace, on the road from Stirling to Glaſgow. But alehouſes, 
or rather what may be called whiſky-houſes, are very nume- 


rous in both theſe pariſhes. In theſe houſes a drink of good 


de cannot be got; but aquavitae is to be had in abundance. 
It has even got the better of ſome of the fair ſex, who 


Inſtead of being admired, then become the abhorrence of 
ſober men. In general it is obſerved to be hurtful to the 
Vol. III. U u health, 


quarter are the ſame with the pariſh ſchool of Larbert. The 


which there is 2 toll bar at the Torwood. This road is 
maintained by the toll; and other croſs roads are repaired 
dy an aſſeſſment laid upon houſeholders, and the ſtatute work 
of the farmers. The land rent is generally between 20 8. and 
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health, morals, and uſefulneſs of mankind, eſpecially when 
taken too often, or to exceſs. There are fix heritors in the 
pariſh of Larbert, viz, Sir Michael Bruce, Bart, Colond 


Dundas, Mr Bruce of Kinnaird, Mr Strachan of Woodſide, 


Mr Caddel of Banton, and Mr Miles Riddell of Larbert; 
and three in Dunipace, viz. Mr Morehead of Herbertſhire, 
Mr Johnſton of Denovan, and Mr Spottiſwood of Dunipace; 
each of whom keeps a four wheeled carriage. It is worthy 
of being recorded, to the honour of theſe gentlemen, that 


during the great ſcarcity in 1982 and 1783, they voluntarily 


raiſed the aſſeſſment upon their property from 20 s. to 30s, 


Sterling on the 1001. Scotch of yalued rent, for the ſupport 
of the poor; beſides importing grain, which they fold be- 


low the market price to all who applied for it, Mr Bruce 
of Kinnaird, the famous Abyſſinian traveller, has lately erec- 
ted an elegant monument of caſt metal, over the vault 
wherein his lady and eldeſt ſon are interred, which is much 
admired by ſtrangers, There haye been 40 houſes built 
within theſe 10 years, beſides one gentleman's ſeat in the 


pariſh of Larbert, and only four taken down within that 


period, Servants wages are very hi gh i in compariſon of what 
they were formerly, being about 10 l. per annum, belides 
their board ; ſo that between the increaſe of rents, and the 


high rate of wages, the huſbandman is often put to great di. 


ficulties, Such as employ cottagers ſeem to be eaſier, and 
better ſerved. 


NUM. 
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NUMBER II. 


PARISH OF PENNINGHAM. 


(County of Wigton.) 5 
By the Rev. Dr WILLIAM BoY D. 


5 Name, Extent, c. 
COME have conjectured, that in the old Scottiſh language 
>" the pariſh was called Penningbam, firſt, becauſe it is the 
head on the north end, next to Cree Water, of the whole 
county and ſhire of Galloway; and that the laſt ſyllable in 
old times denoted head. Secondly, becauſe the pariſh is al- 
moſt ſurrounded with water, and therefore has been called 
Penningham, in allufion to its being a large peninſula. But 
this is given more from conjecture, than from any ſubſtantial 
reaſon that can be aſſigned . Penningham lies in the pro- 


vince 


* Since writing the above, the following remark has been 
tranſmitted, which is given verbatim. It appears that Scotland, 
as far as the Frith of Edinburgh, was poſſeſſed by the Saxons 4 
Hence the etymology of many places in that diſtrict of coun- 
iy; as, for example, the termination on, is equivalent to the 
word town, affixed to many names, and ſerves to corroborate 

M. this remark; It is not unlikely, therefore, that the termination 
ham or ghame may be equivalent to the word dale, which is to 
be found in the names of many places, both in England and 
Scotland, when inhabited by the Saxons : For, as Cunningham 
in Carrick, in the ſhire of Ayr, evidently ſignifies the K 2. 
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vince of Galloway and county of Wigton, and is one of thot: 
pariſhes of which the preſbytery of Wigton is compoſeq, 
The pariſh is at leaſt 16 miles long from its two greateſt ex. 
tremities; and upon the north end, above the military road 
it is 5 broad; on the ſouth end 63 miles. The military road 
paſſes through the middle of the pariſh, leading from Ney. 
ton Stewart and the Water of Cree, to Stranraer and Ports 
trick. 


| Rivers, The river Cree, by the aſſiſtance of the tid 
from the ſea, is navigable within 2 miles of the towns of 
Newton Stewart and Minnigaff. This river, after making VÞs 
rious turnings and windings, for about 4 Engliſh miles in 
length from the above towns, at laſt empties itſelf into a bay 
of the main ocean, oppoſite to Wigton, the county town up- 
on the weſt, and Cree Town, the pariſh of Kirkmabreck, 
and ſtewartry of Kirkcudbright upon the eaſt. In the uſual 
ſeaſons, plenty of ſa mon are caught in this river, and fel 
at moſt reaſonable rates, generally 2 d per pound, and not 
above 3 d. at the higheſt. It is remarkable for a certain ſpe- 
cies of ſmall fiſh, which come in great quantities in ſpring, 
They are exceedingly good, and ſent to the moſt diſtant cor- 
ners of the country. The name they are commonly called 
by, is /perlings or ſineltr. It is faid that they are not found in 
any other river, except one or 5 in all Scotland. 


Church. —The filoend i is 1240 merks Scotch, the expence 
of lacramental elements included. The manſe was let ſome 


years 


ow therefore it is pot an improbable. conjecture, that the name 

enningham may be originally derived from the ſame root, al. 

though the exact meaning of the firſt n Penning. or Fer: 
nin, 982 not clearly appear. 
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years ago, and, by the carleſsneſs of ſervants, burnt to the 
ground. The preſent incumbent i is allowed, by the heritors, 
$1. 14s. yearly i in lieu of it. The glebe is very indifferent, 
and far from being legal, being let only for 8 guineas yearly. 
The valuation of the pariſh 3 is 61 51 I. Scotch. 


Prpulation —The 3 of ſouls in the country pars 
of the pariſh are at leaſt 900: Thoſe in Newton Stewart 
will fully amount to 1100, making in all 2000. The increaſe 
of the inhabitants in this particular village of Newton- 
Stewart is amazing. Its origin does not exceed 85 years. 
The proprietor, (Caſtleſtewart), a ſecond fon of the Gal- 
loway family, wiſely viewed it as a proper place for erecting 
a village, and therefore built a houſe or two at his own 
expence, in order to begin it, The humour of building and 
feuing, from the example ſet by the proprietor, prevailed a- 
mong the people, and ever fince las been increaſing. What 
has greatly promoted the above humour was, the throwing 
a large and beautiful bridge, at the north end of the town, 
over the Water of Cree, by which the ſhire of Galloway 
and ſtewartry of Kirkcudbright are united with the old and 
new towns of Minnigaff, on the oppoſite fide of the water. 
This bridge, built upwards of 40 years ago, is of great ad- 
vantage to the public in general, and to the town of New- 


ton-Stewart in particular. 'The return to Dr Webſter, 1 in 
1755» was 1509 ſouls. 


Svil and 88 grounds above the military road, 
which divide the pariſh, are far inferior to thoſe below on 
the ſouth end, except a few ſpots on the Water and Loch 
of Cree, which, if properly improved, are capable of raiſing 
excellent crops, being warm and fertile. The other ſide of 
this upper end of the pariſh, is greatly inferior to the eaſt 
ide, and very mocrifh, Still, however, the grounds, even 
in 


| 
| 
f 
| 
; 
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in their wild and natural ſtate, are capable of ſupplying the 
inhabitants and their families with plenty of grain; and, what 


is very extraordinary, there is not any part of the ground in the 
whole pariſh, however wild or barren, but what might be in. 
proved ſo as to ſupply the inhabitants with proviſions. The 


upper end of the pariſh, on which ſnow may be ſuppoſed to 


lie for ſome time, yet is ſeldom or never covered with it above 
three, four, or fix days at the utmoſt ; but in the adjoining 
pariſhes of Kirkcowen, Coliwonell, and Minnigaff, it will re. 
main for weeks, nay ſometimes for months. This is judge! 


to be owing to its being ſituated between two large rivers, 


and the land lying much lower than that in theſe other pa- 
Tiſhes. The wool in the pariſh in general is good, and ſupe. 


rior to that of moſt of the neighbouring pariſhes, It is much 


run upon, and commonly gives about 10s. 6d, per ſtone, 
The foil in general, on the ſouth end of the pariſh, is ex- 
ceedingly good. The land is fertile, and much of it has of 
late been improved with ſhells and lime, and produces un- 
common crops of corn, ryegraſs, and clover. The grounds 
indeed are ſtoney, except what is immediately upon the wa- 
ter fide, and occaſions a good deal of expence in clearing 
them off; but, when done, the labour and expence are am- 
ply repaid. The moſt remarkable {pot of ground in the pa · 
riſh, is a corner of it called the N of Cree, lying along 
the fide of the Water of Cree. It begins at a port called 


Carty, about 2 miles from Newton-Stewart, where ſmall veſſel 


can be brought with ſafety into it, either with merchant 
goods from the Engliſh fide, or with lime, coals, and ſhells; 
and extends, in length and breadth, to about 4 Engliſh miles 
It is of a deep clay bottom, and was once undoubtedly cover- 
ed with the ſea, and afterwards with wood; for large trunks 


of trees are ſtill found in different parts of it. The tide 


comes up the Water of 9 very nigh to the town of Neu. 
ton- Stewart, 
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ton · Stewart, and in a very forcible manner, making vaſt and 


daily encroachments ; but what the land loſes on one fide, is 


commonly regained on the other. This part of the pariſh 
js uncommonly fertile. The inhabitants living upon this 
moſs, though every day in water up to the mid leg, in courſe 
of their ordinary employments, and dwelling in mud or clay 
houſes, are, notwithſtanding, the healthieſt in the pariſh, and 


arrive at the greateſt age. 'They ſeldom complain of any 


ailments. It has been obſerved, by fome families in the 
neighbourhood of the Moſs of Cree, whoſe houſes are built 
upon higher ground, that the land in the Mois of Cree ap- 
pears to be ſwelling and increaſing in height; and, fay they, 
we would not be ſurpriſed, if one day it would take a float. 
ing, and be all carried into the ocean, which immediately ad- 


joins to the ſouth end of it, as the Solway Moſs in Annandale | 


did ſome years ago, and the waters of the fea return again to 
their former channel, and overflow it a- new. 

Sheep—The number of ſheep, ſo far as can be calculated 
vith any degree of exactneſs, amounts to 9840. 


: School. — A regular ſchool is kept for teaching Latin, Eng- 
liſh, writing, and arithmetic. The ſalary is 10 J. yearly. 


The number of ſcholars is about 30 through the year. The 
whole emoluments, including ſchool- wages, falary, &c. are 
reckoned to be 301, yearly. 
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NUMBER Il. 
741 SH OF POLMONT. 


| (County of Stirling.) Cn 


By the Rev. Mr WILLIAM FINL Ar. 


Name, Situation, Extent, We. 


HE pariſh of Polmont was disjoined from chat of Fal. 
kirk in 1723 The derivation of the name is un- 

certain; but one of the titles of the Duke of Hamilton, viz. 
Lord Polmont, is taken from it. The pariſh is ſituated in 
the county of Stirling, preſbytery of Linlithgow, and ſynod 
of Lothian and Tweeddale. Its greateſt length is 5 miles, 
and its breadth 2. It is interſected by the Frith of Forth on 


the north, and the river Avon on the eaſt; and partly by the 
great Canal, 


| Sil, Climate, Minerals, &c.—A conſiderable part of the 
pariſh is of a rich carſe ground, and very fertile; the average 
rent of which is 21, per acre. The reſt is high, and of a light 
ſoil, but moſtly in cultivation, except a ſmall part of moor, 
and about one eighth, or one tenth, in common. The cli- 
mate is remarkably healthy, even in the low carſe diſtrids, 
Seed is ſown in March or April, and harveſt generally takes 
place in September. There are ſeveral mineral ſprings, im- 
pregnated with iron, from the great quantities of iron ore in 
che higher grounds. The ſhore of the Frith (if it may be - 

_ calle 
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called), is is flat, pretty extenſive at low water, and e 
with fleetch. There are ſeveral coniiderable quarries of 
free-ſtone, two of which are conſtantly wrought for building, 


and employ from 12 to 14 men. There are alſo ſeveral coal 


mines, chiefly belonging to the duke of Hamilton. The 
principal one is that at Shieldhill, in the moor ſouth from 


Falkirk, which is let in leaſe to the Car:on Company, and 


produces about 500 tons per week, of a remarkably fine qua- 


lity. This coal work employs about 250 people, men, wo- 


men, and children, and from 40 to 50 horſes. It yields, to 
the proprietor, about 5001. per annum; beſides the profit of 
the iron-ſtone, which-is wrought from the old coal-pits, and 
is ſold to the Carron Company at 10 d. per ſtone weight, 
above the expence of working it, and affords conſtant employ. 


ment to about a dozen of people. 


fr lk FI to the report ſent to Dr Webſter 
in 1755, the population then amounted. to, 1094 ſouls. It 


muſt therefore have increaſed confiderabiy fince that period, 


3 it now amounts to about 1400. Of theſe the far greater 
part reſide in the country, there being only a few houles 
near the church, and about 50 families who have feus on the 
turnpike road, which lies ſouth from it. The average of 
births, for theſe laſt five years. is 64 ; of deaths, during the 
lame period, 53, and of marriages, 22. The average num- 


ber of perſons to each family is 335 there being 400 houſes 


in the pariſh, and not one of them uninhabited. Of theſe 
there are ten, which may be properly ſtiled villas, being poſe 
ſeſſed by genteel families, but without any great extent of 
property, The building of theſe houſes, and the concomi- 
tant improvements of the country, occaſioning a demand for 


labourers, have been the chief cauſes of increaſing the po- 


ulation, as well as of preventing emigrations, of which 
Vor. II. | * X | ther: 
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| Church, Stipend, Ge. —The living, including the glebe, i 


_ ſome trifling repairs in 1784, and, in 1785, new office houſes 


| baniſhed, theſe many years, one only excepted. They mea. 


individual in the pariſh 6 feet 3. No particular manufacture 
often, and what has been ſold lately has drawn 30 years pur- 


de very well contented with their ſituation and circumſtances 
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there has not been a ſingle inſtance from this diſtri, for 
theſe five years paſt, There are about 200 houſehold ſer. 
vants, male and female, in the pariſh, the former of whom 
get from 51. to 81. a year, and the latter from 21. 108. to 
3 I, | | 7 


worth about gol. per annum at an average. The Crown is 
patron. The church was built in 1732, and has bad no re- 
parations ſince, except being plaſtered in the roof and walls 
in 1785. The manſe was built a few years after, and got 


were built. There are about 40 heritors, 20 of whom are of 
the ſmaller ſort. All the people attend the eſtabliſned church, 
except a few Seceders. There are no Epiſcopalians, and only 
one Roman Catholic. There are at preſent 17 regular pen- 
ſioners, who receive alms from the poor's funds, beſides thoſe 
who receive charity occaſionally. The annual amount of the 
funds for their relief is about 28 1. Sterling. 


General Character, &c.— The people, in general, are ſober 
and induſtrious. None have been indicted for any crime, or 


ſure from 5 feet 8, to g feet 10 inches. There is only one 


are carried on in it. The expence of living is rather upon the 
increaſe of late years. Landed property has not changed 


chaſe, and in general higher. On the whole, the people en- 
Joy the uſual comforts and advantages of ſociety, and appear to 


— 
% 
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NUMBER IIn. 
PARISH OF HO D DOM. 
County of Dumfries.) 
By the Rev. Me James YORSTOUN, 


_ 


Situation, Extent, Ec. 


HE pariſh of Hoddom lies in the county of Dumfries, 


1 and in that diviſion of it called Annandale. It is ſitu- 


ated about 16 miles ſouth-eaſt from the town of Dumfries, 


and belongs to the ſynod of Dumfries, and preſbytery of An- 


nan. The extent of the pariſh is, in length, about 5 miles, 


and, in breadth, about 21. Its form is ſomewhat quadran- 
gular. The preſent pariſh of Hoddom conſiſts of three pa- 
riſhes united; Hoddom, Line, and Ecclesfechan. It is now 
almoſt a century and a half ſince theſe pariſhes were thrown 
into one. In each there is ſtill a glebe belonging to the mi- 


Rivers. The rivers connected with the preſent pariſh are 


the Annan, the Milk, and the Mien. The river Annan 


runs along the weſt fide of the pariſh, and is enlarged by the 


lupplies it receives, in a courſe from the north, of about 26 


miles. About 6 miles to the ſouth, it empties itſelf into the 
Solway Frith, The fiſh in this river are ſalmon, trouts, &c. 
Though there be as yet no ſcarcity, yet, it is to be obſerved, 


that there never have been ſo many fiſh in the river fance the | 
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land began to be manured with lime. 'This manure being 
waſhed from the land into the river by floods, is ſuppoſed to 
be very fatal to every fpecies of fiſh.' 1 he Milk waſhe, 
only a ſmall corner on the north-weſt of the pariſh, and then 
empties itſelf into the Annan, It runs from the eaſt, The 
extent of its courſe is: bout 14 miles. It abounds with ſmall 
fiſh, ank is an excellent river for trouting. The Mien, which 
is ſo imall as hardly to deferve the name of a river, runs alſa 
from the eaſt, The extent of its courſe is about 6 miles. It 
runs acroſs the pariſh, dividing the old pariſh of Hoddom 
from that of Line, and then empties itſelf into the Annan, 
This rivulet is continually changing its channel, and dam. 
ging the land lying e Hs its banks. 

Surface and Soil. —The land of the 1 10 cond ts ah of 
high, partly of low ground ; and it may be added, that the 
low ground contains a conſiderable extent of holm. The foil 
may be clafſed under three kinds: | 1ſt, The hohu land, 
which lies by the banks of the Annan on the welt, and by 
thoſe of the Mien, towards the eaſt of the parith, The land 
near the banks of theſe rivers is all, excepting a few {mall 
ſpots, a deep and a rich loam, collected by the rivers, and 
exceedingly fertile. The next is that in the body of the pa- 
riſh, where there is a plain of about two ſquare miles. The 
ſoil in that plain is light and gravelly, but pretty free from 
tones z and, with proper culture, and a feaſon-not remark- 
ably dry, produces rich crops both of corn and graſs, Ihe 
third is that towards the northern parts of the pariſh, where 
the ground riſes, from the plain in the body of the pariſh, 
in a gradual and gentle aſcent, finely expoſed to the fouth 
and ſouth-weſt, The ſoil here inclines to clay; much of 
it lies upon a cold till ; ſome of it upon a rock ; but, 


Aden properly limed, is almoſt as a as the —_— 
lands. 
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nds. A few farms to the eaſt, on the march of Middlebie, 
and a few to the north, on the march of Tundergarth, have 
not the ſame expoſure, but the ſoil is the ſame, On the 
welt fide of the old pariſh of Line, a conſiderable tract of 
land lies waſte, the moſt of which could not admit of cul- 


ture; but, excepting this and a few other places, all the land 


in the preſent pariſh of Hoddom is arable ; and, indeed, the 
greateſt part of it has actually been ploughed. 


Inclfures and Produce.— About 22 years ago, not a fence 
or dyke of any kind was to be {ſeen in the whole pariſh, 
Now, almoſt every farm is furrounded with a good fence, 
either of ſtone or hedoe, moſtly of the latter; and ſeveral 
farms are divided into parks or incloſures. The grain crops 
are principally oats and barley. In ſome particular ſpots, 
wheat may be ſeen 3 but fo little of it, as not to deſerve 
being particularly mentioned, he mode of culture com- 
monly adopted is, firſt, manuring the land with lime, 
when that is judged neceſſary; then breaking the ground, 
and taking from it two crops of oats ſucceflively ; then 
manuring the land with dung, and taking from it one 
crop of barley; then taking from it other two crops of oats; 
and, after thar, ſuffering the land to reſt for about four years. 
This is the method which is commonly followed; but there 
are individuals who purſue a different method, and lay out 
their fields both with judgment and taſte. The quantity of 
grain, produced in the pariſh, greatly exceeds that which is 
conſumed by the inhabitants. 1700 Carliſle buſhels of bar- 
ley, 400 Carliſle buſhels-of oats, together with 3500 ſtone 
weight of oat-meal, are computed to have been, for theſe 
three years paſt, carried out of the pariſh annually, at an 
average, Some of this barley is exported to Greenock, but 
the greateſt part to Lancaſhire and Cumberland. It muſt 
: not, 
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not, however, be underſtood that all the grain carried out 
of the pariſh, is over and above what is conſumed by the iu. 
habitants. Both meal and malt are brought into the pariſh 
from other places, and fold in ſmall quantities to thoſe who 
cannot afford to lay in a ſtock. But the quantity brought in, 
bears no proportion to that which is carried out of the pariſh, 
The vegetable produce, not included in grain, conſiſts chiefly 
of potatoes, the chief ſuſtenance of day-labourers, and the 
lower claſs of people. Few if any of theſe are exported, 
Almoſt every cottager keeps a hog or two, which he fattens; 
and. by the aſſiſtance of theſe animals, the inhabitants are 
enabled to conſume almoſt the whole potatoe produce of the 
Pariſh. A few fields are allotted for turnips. Of late years, 
a conſiderable quantity of ground has been laid out in ſown 
graſs. The quantity allotted for flax and hemp may not 
exceed 12 acres. There is one farm in the. pariſh which it 
may he proper particularly to mention, on account of its ha- 
ving been lately converted into a dairy, a new thing in this 
part of the country. It is the farm of Relief; belongs to Mr 
Pulteney; and is let to a perſon from Cheſhire, who had ac. 
quired the knowledge of dairy-work in that country. Cheeſe 
is there made of the ſame kind with that made in Che- 
ſhire, and is ſold at 43 d. per pound. The butter, which is 
made from the thick of the whey, is ſold at 6 d. per pound. 
This dairy conſiſts of about 200 acres. 40 cows were kept 
upon it laſt ſeaſon, The quantity of cheeſe made and ſold 
amounted to the value of 1401. Sterling, and of butter to 
the value of 111. Laſt ſeaſon was unfavourable; and it i 
expected that a conſiderably greater quantity of cheeſe and 
butter will be made this ſeaſon. The ſtock of milk-cows is 
alſo to be increaſed this ſeaſon, by the additional number of 
ten, | | 


Curioſities 
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Curigſties.— Two places deſerve to be mentioned, on ac- 
count of their curioſity, and connection with antiquity. The 
one is the hill of Burnſwark, famous for its particular form, 
(which, from its ſmoothneſs and regularity, has all the appear- 
ance of art), for the extenſive view which it commands, and for 
the veſtiges of Roman works, which may be diſtinctly traced 
on the ſides, and on the top of the hill“. The other place 


js Hallguards, being the place on which the old caſtle of 


Hoddom ſtood, ſaid to have been the ſeat of one of the fa- 
milies of the Bruces. This caſtle is ſaid to have been de- 
' noliſhed ſome centuries ago in compliance with the terms of 


a border treaty. It was rebuilt by Lord Kerſes, in the days 


of Queen Mary, but removed to a fituation on the other ſide 
of the Annan, where it now ſtands. The hiſtory of this 
caſtle, and alſo of the Tower of Repentance, will probably 


which they belong. 


of the three glebes formerly mentioned, amounts to 1001. 
The manſe is old, and in wretched repair. The offices are 
in good condition, having been very lately built. The right 


Sharpe of Hoddom, who have exerciſed it by turns. 
delides quarter wages, which have uſually amounted to up- 
wrd of 10 I. per annum. 


Poor. 


® For a more particular deſcription, conſult Gordon's Iti- 


=; vbich is drawn a plan of the hill, and the works 


be given in the account of the pariſh of Cumbertrees, to 


Church, The living, including the ſtipend and the value 


of preſentation is veſted in the Duke of Queenſberry and Mr 


Schol,—The ſchoolmaſter's ſalary is only 61. 13s. 6 d. 
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Pcor.— The poor's funds conſiſt of a capital of 400 l. Ster- 
Eng, This capital originated from two mortified ſums; the 
one a ſum of 11191. 198. 4d. Scotch money, mortified to 
the poor of the pariſh in the year 1701, by Mr James Alex. 

ander, through whoſe means, chiefly, the three pariſhes were 
united ; the other, a ſum of 1000 merks, mortified by John 

Sharpe of Hoddom, in the year 1715, By the intereſt hay. 
ing, from different cauſes, been ſuffered to accumulate, theſe 
{ſums have ſwelled to a capital of 400 l. Sterling. Beſides 
the above, the weekly collections produce about 12 J. Sterling 
per annum. 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations, There are few pariſhes ſo wel 
provided with roads as that of Hoddom. It is divided lon- | 
gitudinally almoſt into two halves, by the turnpike road lead- 
ing from Gratenay to Moffat ; and there are five croſs roads, 
all of which are equal to turnpike. It may be proper to 
mention the conveniency of its ſituation, in regard to one of 
the principal commodities for improvement, viz. lime. Line 
of excellent quality is to be got in great abundance, within 
the diſtance of 2 miles. This, together with the good roads, 
Has of late years greatly increaſcd the value of the land, and 
wealth of the inhabitants. The commencement of improve- 
ments in this pariſh, and within the county of Dumfries in 
general, may be dated from the year 1777, when a particu- 
lar act of Parliament was obtained, authoriſing a certain de- 
{cription of heritors, to aſſeſs the proprietors of land, and 
their tenants, in an annual ſum, not exceeding 128. on eich 
10 merks valuation, for the ſpecial purpoſe of repairing and 
ſupporting the different highways in each parith within the 
county. Before that ack was obtained, moſt of the roads 
were unmade, or had been repaired in a very ſuperficial 
manner; and in that diſtri& of the county called __ 


ale, almoſt the whole of the roads were impaſſable during 
the winter ſeaſon. The power granted by the act 1777, has 
enabled the gentlemen of the county, who have exerted 


themſelves with much laudable zeal, to repair, in the courſe. 


of 14 years, almoſt every road of conſequence in the reſpec- 
tive pariſhes. Ihe four great roads within the county, 
which lead to Edinburgh by Langholm, to Edinburgh and 
Glaſgow by Moffat, to Portpatrick by Dunifries, and to 
Ayrſhire by Sanquhar, as alſo the road from Annan to Lang- 


holm, are now turnpike roads, and have all been effectually 


repaired fince the year 1777. The tolls upon them produce 
about 1700 l. per annum; and no county, either in Scotland 
or in England, can boaſt of having better roads than 
the county of Dumfries. From this cauſe alone, Dumfries- 
ſhire has become a great thoroughfare. The improvement 
of the ſoil has been great, rapid, and ſubſtantial, Lime, the 
only manure uſed for the improvement of waſte lands, can 
now, by means of the good roads, be without any difficulty 


great, almoſt the only drawback, which this pariſh ſuſtains, is 
the want of coals, Our diſtance from theſe is about 16 
miles, which renders their carriage by land very expenſive ; 
and the unreaſonable oppreſſive tax laid upon coals imported, 
renders their carriage by ſea ſtill more burdenſome, 


In the account of the pariſh of Hoddam, the village of 
Ecelesfechan mutt not be omitted. It conſiſts of 105 houſes 
and 500 inhabitants. In this village there are two well fur- 
niſhed inns, where paſſengers meet with good accommoda- 
tion, and may be provided with poſt chaiſes and poſt horſes. 
There are 2 inns of an inferior kind, 22 tippling houtes, and 
d ſhops. It has been a poſt town ſince the year 1788. The 
mail coach, which runs between London and Glaſgow, paſſes 
and repaſſes every 24 hours; and every day is a poſt day in 
VoL. III. Yy Ecclesfechan, 
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tranſported to a conſiderable diſtance at all ſeaſons. The 
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Ecclesfechan, for London, Edinburgh, and Glaſgow. Thy 
revenue, ariſing from the poſtage levied upon letters and Pace 
kets, at the poſt-office in Ecclesfechan, amounts to 1201, fer 
annum. But the chief things for which Ecclesfechan de. 
ſerves to be mentioned, are its fairs and markets. la 
this village a market is held every month, beſides tuo 
fairs in the year. Theſe fairs and markets, beſides con- 
vening the inhabitants of the country around, draw crowds 
of people from the Border, and even from the Engliſh fide. 
On theſe occaſions there is frequently a good ſhew, and ; 
great ſale of horſes and black cattle. Hawkers and pedlars 
get a number of their goods diſpoſed of, and a good deal of 
buſineſs is tranſacted in the way of ſettling accounts. On the 
markets preceding the terms of Whitſunday and Martinmaz, 
many attend for the purpoſe of hiring ſervants for the en- 
ſuing half year. In former times, theſe meetings uſed never 
to part without ſome bloody encounter; but, through the 
progreſs of civilization, this Border, or rather barbarous ſpirit, 
has of late been gradually decreaſing, and, in; a ſhort time, it 
is to be hoped, will ceaſe to exiſt. 


Beſides theſe fairs and monthly markets, there has lately 
been eſtabliſhed a weekly market for ſwine, which promiſes to 
be of great advantage. Formerly, the only market for ſwine, 
near this place, was at Longtown, a village on the Engliſh fide 

of the Border. About 4 years ago, ſome dealers being of 
opinion, that a market in Ecclesfechan would be more con- 
venient for many of the inhabitants of this part of the coun 
try, propoſed to eſtabliſh one in this village. A market for 
ſwine was advertiſed to be held every Friday, from the begin- 
ning of January to the beginning of May. It was firſt held 
in January 1788, and has fince continued according to the 


ah. 4a eſtabliſhment. Hain theſe 4 years, upwards of 
| 1009 
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1900 carcaſes of ſwine, at 4s. per ſtone, which will amount to 
21 8s. each carcaſe, have been fold at an average each ſeaſon. 
Moſt of this pork, with a great quantity not brought to the 
market, is made into bacon in this country. After being pro- 
perly manufactured and dried, it is fold commonly at 6s. per 
fone to different dealers, by whom it is exported to different 
places in England. A great quantity is exported each ſeaſon 
to London, by a perſon who reſides in Ecclesfechan. Of late- 
years this pariſh, as well as thoſe in the neighbourhood, have 
been comfortably ſituated in regard to freſh proviſions: 
Formerly, there was rarely any freſh butcher meat to be got 


nearer than Dumfries; now, one may be very well ſupplied 


from Ecclesfechan twice in the week during ſummer, ard 
once in the ten days or fortnight during winter. And, from 
Annan, one may be regularly ſupplied twice in the week 
during the whole of ſummer, and the greateſt part of winter. 
This is a great convenience to the inhabitants of this place, 
who, not long ago, were ſubjected to the trouble of ſending 


to Dumfries, Which is 16 miles diſtant, at all times, when 
they ſtood in need of freſh proviſions. It would not be do- 


ing juſtice to the place, to omit mentioning the objects which 
contribute to its beauty and pleaſantneſs. A place is always 
pleaſant where there is much wood, water, and dry ground. 
All theſe contribute to beautify Hoddam, and to render it 
the moſt delightful ſpot in Annandale; The three rivers 
have already been deſcribed, The fields, lying on the banks 


of theſe rivers, particularly the Annan, are charming, being 
moſtly holm land, dry, and at the ſame time rich, and ſur- 


rounded with beautiful banks of wood. On this ſide of the 
Annan, one large wood, conſiſting of birch, oak, and aſh, 
acends from the river about a quarter of a mile, and extends 
aongſt its banks about two miles. Part of it goes beyond 
the bounds of this pariſh, A foot path, always dry and 
. | clean, 
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clean, makes a moſt delightful walk from one end of the 
wood to the other. One may walk for the ſpace of two 
miles together, enjoying all rhe way the charms both of wood 
and water, in their utmoſt perfection. On the other fide of 
the Annan, the hill of Woodcockair riſes from the river, in 
a pretty ſteep aſcent, for about a mile, and is covered with 
one of the fineſt woods in the ſouth of Scotland. This is 
an object, to thoſe on the oppoſite fide, at once pleaſant, 
from the beauty which it exhibits, and comfortable, from 
the ſhelter which it affords. Mention has already been made 
of the large plain in the body of the pariſh : The road from 
Dumfries to Carliſle by Ecclesfechan runs through it. On 
each ſide of the road, this plain is divided into incloſures, 
fenced with hedges, and interſperſed with clumps of oak 
and aſh. To the traveller coming from Dumfries, who has 
to paſs through a wild, bleak, hilly tract of country, this vale, 
at firſt view, appears like a paradiſe. 


Statiſtical Table of the Pariſh of Hoddom. 


Population, I755, 13293 Perſons under 50, 462 
— 1791, 1198 —— under 70, 146 
Decreaſe, 195 ——— above Jo, 27 
Average of births, for 3 Houſes inhabited, 247 
| years preceding 1791, 33 — uninhabited, 0 

— of deaths, 14- New houſes built within 
of marriages, 7. © thele een, 38 
| Males, - 554 Old ditto pulled down, © 
Females, . - 644 Married perſons, - 239 
Perſons under 10 years of Widowers and widows, 61 

. 312 Members of the Eſta- 
under 20, 251 bliſhed Church, 197 
| Seceders, 


geceders, * 1 11 9 M ers, 2 * - 2 
Heritors reſiding *, - 29 Bakers, - . PN 
— non-reſiding f, 12 Apprentice, - 19 


Gery wan. 1 Male ſervants, — 60 
Merchants 8 Female ditto, = — 65 


Writer, — 1 Carriers, « 5 - 
Schoolmaſter, = 1 Tanner, = 5 — 
Farmers 4, - "FRO 70 Cloggers 9, - f 3 
Day-labourers, - 24 Clockmaker, -= . 1 


Innkeepers, = ©... „ ae = — 10 


Smiths, - - 5 Capital of their ſands, L. 400 
Maſons, = -= - 6 Annual i income, L. 32 
wie 8 — 163 
— tin e = — 
Shoemakers, - — 4 Rent, anno 1791, in Ster- 

Taylors 7 ling money, I. 2668 
Butchers, - - 3 | 
2 Number. 


Of theſe there are 2, the rental of whoſe property is be- 


tween 1061]. and 30 l. per annum: 4, whole property is be- 
tween zo l. and 100 l. a year; and 23, whole rental is under 
30l. Per annum. 


+ Though theſe do properly not belon 8 to this table, as be- 


ing none of the claſſes of inhabitants o 


to mark them in this place of the table. Two of theſe gentle- 
tlemen have property to the amount of zool. or upwards; one 
rents between 200 l. and 3ool per annum; 4, between 3ol. 
and 100 l.; and the other 5 below 3ol. a year. 


t By farmers, are to be underſtood thoſe only who follow 
farming as their chief occupation. In this claſs, weavers, tay- 
0 Kc. though poſſeſſing farms, are not included, farming not 

being the chief occupation by which they live. 


5 Perſons whoſe bufi ness is to make clogs. Theſe are a kind 


ef ſhoes much worn by t the lower claſs of inhabants in the 
winter 


the pariſh ; yet, from 
the intereſt which they have in the pariſh, it was judged proper 
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Number. Value each. Total value, 


Horſes, 259 L. 12 0 o I. 3108 0 g 
Cattle, 1037 e g81 © 6 
Sheep, 1078 o 10 6 565 19 @ 
dome, 233 2 0 © 0 


470 © 


1 


Total value of ſtock, L. 7254 19 0 


winter ſeaſon. The upper part conſiſts of very ſtrong leather; 
the vnder part, of ſoles of timber about an inch and a half 
thick. They are very cumbrous, but dry and warm, and rec. 
| koned very conducive to health. They are common in many 
parts of England, and cannot be too ſtrongly recommended for 
the uſe of the poor in Scotland, who find . a very expenſive 
article of dreſs, particularly in the remote parts of the country, 


* Attention to the breeding of ſwine has, as yet, only pre. 
vailed near the weſtern * of Scotland. It is found ſo 
advantageous, that it ought to be extended as much as poſſible 
all over the kingdom. It requires ſkill; but, where the proper 
mode of managing ſwine is well known, from the quickneſs of 
the return, they prove the moſt profitable ſtock of any. 


NUM. 


NUMBER IIV. 
PARISH OF DUN. 
(County of Forfar.) 


By the Rev. Mr James LauDes. 


Situation, Tc, 


HE pariſh of Dun is fituated in the county of Angus, 
 ſheriffdom of Forfar, and preſbytery of Brechin. It 
is very near in the middle between the towns of Brechin 
and Montroſe; is about 4 miles in length, and as much in 
breadth ; is bounded on the weſt by the pariſh of Brechin, 


there is an excellent high-road, kept in good repair by the 


Maryton and Kinnaird, which laſt is now annexed to that 


of Farnel, and on the north by the Pariſhes of throw 
nd Logie. 


Church, Err. —The kirk is within Mr Erſcine's incloſures. 
family of Dun, the manſion-houſe of the family having been 
liſts of little more than 5 acres, very good arable land, 


bus annis, as a great part is paid in victual. The church is in 


good 


Dun. 359 


and on the eaſt by that of Montroſe. Between theſe two, 


gentlemen and tenants, ſo that at preſent it has no need of 
turnpikes. It is bounded on the ſouth by the pariſhes of 


It appears antiently to have been a chapel belonging to the 
built very near to the church. yard. The glebe, I think, con. 


The ſtipend may amount to between 72 l. and 80 1. communi- 
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good repair; it has two lofts, one to the eaſt, the other to 
the weſt. The eaſt end of the church is ſtiled the choir, and 
has a fount in the wall, intended, of old, for baptiſm. 
| 
Name, &c.— The name of Dun ſeems to be taken from 
the proprietor, who was called Dun of that ilk, It is ſaid 
that one of the name of Erſkine married the heireſs ; but 
when that happened, is difficult to ſay, as it is known only by 
family tradition. Others derive the name from the Gaelic 
| Dunis, which ſignifies, in that language, a hill or riſing 
ground; and it is indeed on a ground pretty much elevated 
above the river South Eſk, or ſouth water; for Eſt is ſaid, 
in Gaelic, to ſignify water. There is a very elegant bridge 
over the river, conſiſting of three large arches, finely orna- 
mented, It was built in the 1787, and opens an eaſy and 
ſafe paſſage over the river, which was formerly very dange- 
rous; and many lives were loſt, by venturing to croſs it when 
in flood, or covered with ice. There is a good ſalmon filling 
upon the river, which abounds with trouts of various kinds, 
viz. ſmouts, which appear in the month of May, and continue 
till the end of June. 'They are thought by ſome to be ſalmon fry, 
the catching of which has been prohibited by thoſe who have 
the ſalmon fiſhings in leaſe. There are likewiſe plenty of 
fea trouts, about 12, 18, or 20 inches in length; beſides 
trout called a finneck, which appears in the months of July 
and Auguſt, and diſappears towards the end of September, 


There are alſo many other kinds of trouts, which ſecm to 


be paſſengers, as they appear only at certain ſeaſons of the 
year, | nee 


Soil and Produce — The lands upon the river ſide conſiſt 
of a clay ſoil, and produce excellent wheat and barley. 
There are about 30 bolls of wheat ſown in the pariſh, beſides 

| | great 


of Dun: 361 


great quantities of barley, oats, and peaſe. Potatoes are 
commonly planted about the middle of April, and turnips 
about the middle of June. Some farmers feed cattle with 
turnips, which turn out to very good account, as there 
is a great demand for butcher meat, the pariſh being ſitu- 
ated in the neighbourhood of the two populous towns of 
Montroſe and Brechin. There are but few ſheep kept in this 
diſtrict, (as they are thought prejudicial to the ſown graſs and 
hay), excepting ſuch as are neceſſary for the ule of the inha- 
bitants. 


School —There is one public ſchool in the pariſh. The 
legal ſalary of the ſchoolmaſter is only 100 merks, too ſmall 
encouragement to obtain a properly qualified perſon for that 
office; and therefore the heritors, miniſter, and principal 
tenants in the paviſh, have ſubſcribed a certain ſum in addi- 


tion to the legal ſalary, in order to make vp a tolerable living 


for the ſchoolmaſter. 


Pqpulation. The number of pariſhioners, in the year 17 50, 


by the late incumbent's examination roll, amounted to 506. 
Afterwards they increaſed greatly ; for in the years 1760, and 


1766, they amounted to 640. But after that period, when 
many ſmall farms were converted into one, the numbers de- 


creaſed, and at preſent do not exceed 500 fouls. In Dr Web- 
ker's liſt, the number is 657. There is a regiſter of mar- 


rages, births, and burials, kept, an extract of which, for ten 


years paſt, i is as follows: 


Vol. III. Years; 
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Years. Marriages. Births. Burials, 
Rf | mal. fem. 
1781 1 3 1 331 
1782 8 13 12 15 
1783 4 3 18 
1784 3 „5 17 

1785 3: 3 . 
1786 7 16 9 9 

1787 5 DF 18 
1788 5 3 i: 15 
1789 4 3 18 
1790 9 on.” 

— PET SY, Foes WE 3 
52 80 78 174 


Antiquities.—On the height, to the weſt of the manſe, there 
were two tumuli of earth, covered over with tones, 
When the tenant cleared off the ſtones, and digged to level 
his field, he found ſeveral urns of potter's clay figured, in 
which were aſhes and pieces of bones. There is likewiſe, a 
little farther to the north weſt, a pretty large tumulus, wacre- 
in there were alſo found ſeveral urns of the me kind, with 
aſhes and bones in them. 


Poor Wy ge are allowed to beg in the pariſh, The poor's 


funds, together with the weekly collections, are — to 
fopply ti them. 


NUM 
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NUMBER LV. 
PARISH OF SOUTHEND. 
(County of Argyle) 


By the Rev. Mr David CaMPBELL. 


Situation, Extent, c. 


HE pariſh of Southend, in the preſbytery of Kintyre, 
and ſynod of Argyle, lies at the extremity of the pe- 
ninſula of Kintyre Its length, from eaſt to weſt, is about 
11 miles, and its breadth, from north to ſouth, is about 
5—On the north and eaſt, it is bounded by the pariſh of 
Campbeltoun, and on the weſt and ſouth, by the Iriſh ſea, 
the breadth of which, to Ballycaſtle, is about 7 leagues. 
Between the two countries, however, there is not much in- 


tercourſe or commerce. The Iriſh bring over ſome black 


cattle, and carry back ſmall horſes in return. A ferry boat 
is always in waiting in this pariſh; the fare of the whole 
_ is 158. in ſummer, and 20s. in winter. They ſome- 
times go to the oppoſite coaſt in one tide, and return with 
the next, "= „„ . ” 


Surface, &c,—This pariſh exhibits a beautiful RY varie- 
gated proſpect of hills, neither high nor rocky, and vallies, 
through four of which ſmall rivers flow; and on each ſide 
of thoſe vallies, there are farm houſes at ſmall diſtances from 
each other. 'The rivers frequently overflow their banks, 

and 
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and change their courſe, to the great injury of the commu- 
nity. Within theſe 40 years, a great part of the higher 
grounds, which formerly were covered with heath, have been 
converted into arable and paſture land. Prior to that time 
there were no carts in the pariſh, and very little lime made 
uſe of, for the cultivation of the land ; but of late a ſpirit 
of improvement has prevailed among the inhabitants, moſt 
of whom coyer two or three acres yearly with lime, and 
would do much more in this reſpect, were it not for the 
ſcarcity of fuel. The peats are not fo fit for the Purpoſe, 
and are at ſome diſtance. There are coals at the diſtance of 
9 or 10 miles; but they are not ſo good as thoſe to be had 
in Ballycaſtle in Ireland, from whence, or from Ayrſhire, 
they would readily carry them, were it not for the tax impo. 
fed upon coals carried coaſtways, which is a great hindrance 
to the improvement of this part of the country. There is 
no draw-kiln for burning lime, but one built by an Engliſh 
farmer for his own uſe, All the other farmers make their 
kilns of turf, 8 


Produce.— The produce of the country is oats, barley, po- 
tatoes, and beans, and in greater abundance than ſerves to 
ſupply the inhabitants. There is alſo ſome wheat and rye 
cultivated in the pariſh. Some hundred bolls of barley, 
meal, and potatoes, are yearly fold in the neighbouring town 
of Campbeitown ; and ſome of thoſe articles are exported 
from hence to Clyde. About 400 bolls of barley are diſti} 
led within the bounds of the pariſh, : 


Population, —T he number. of examinable perſons, from 8 
years old and upwards, is near 1000 conſequently the total 
population is about 1300, In Dr Webſter's. report, the 
number is 1391. The average of Chriſtenings, for the lat 

| 10 


10 years, is 60, and of marriages, 14. The language of above 
two thirds of the inhabitants is Gaelic; the remainder ſpeak 
Enyliſh. Both, however, know as much of each other's 
language, as qualifies them to tranſact all matters of buſineſs. 


Curioſſties.— There are no very remarkable natural curioſi- 
ties in this pariſh, There are ſeveral caves, but not of ſuch 
a ſize as to merit much notice. Along the coaſt there are the 
remains of ſome Daniſh forts, the moſt conſiderable of which 
is in Balemacumra, on the promontory commonly called the 
Mull of Kintyre, near the place where a light-houſe has been 
lately erected, which is ot great ſervice to veſſels from Eng- 
land, from the north, the weſt of Ireland, and America; 


Dunaverty deſerves to be mentioned, as the ſcene of tome 
hiſtorical events. There is, on one fide, a tremendous preci- 


it is ſituated riſes in the form of a pyramid. Nature was 
alliſted by art in making this a very ſtrong hold. The 
lea nearly ſurrounds it; and the foſſèe, covered with a 
draw-bridge, after which two or three walls, one within 
the other, fortified the aſcent. On the top of this rock 
the Lord of the Ifles had one of his caſtles, in which 
Robert Bruce took refuge for fome nights, during his ad- 
rerfity, as appears from his life, by Archdeacon Barbour. 
There, alſo, Alexander M Donald, known by the name of 
Alliter, ſon of Coll Kittach, who had raiſed a party of Iriſh 
and Highlanders, calling them ſelves Royaliſts, to aſſiſt Mon- 
role in the civil wars, had his laſt pallzdium; 300 of his 


the year 1647. Being reduced to great diſtreſs by the: want 
water, they were perſuaded to ſurrender at diſcretion ; af- 
tes 


ſeveral of whom ſuffered formerly in dark nights, or when 
the promontory was covered with fog. The old caſtle of 


vice hanging over the ſea; on the other, the hill on which 


wen were purſued by General Leſlie, and beſieged there in 
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ter which they were barbaronſly maſſacred. The generg, 
on this oceafton, ſeems to have been a nice caſuiſt; he 
thought he kept his word, by diſtinguiſhing between the 
diſcretion of the Eſtates, (which was the expreſſion made uf 
of in the treaty), and his own diſcretion, by which they 
were put to death, His adjntant general, Sir James Turner, 
in his account of this tranſaction, ſeems defirous to lay ; 
ſhare of the guilt to the account of a Mr Nave, who urged, 
that ſparing the enemies of God and the kirk, would involve 
him in the like fin and curſe of Saul, in fparing the Ama. 
lekites. To ſhew mercy to them, however, adds the hiſto. 
rian, would have been more like a Chriſtian. : 


Not far from this rock is the iſland of Sanda, above: 
mile and a half in length, and half a mile in breadth, tamed 
as the place of rendezvous for the Daniſh fleet, in their ex. 
curſions to theſe coaſts, Hence it went under the name of 
Avona Porticgſa, and is ſtill ſometimes called Aven. Sands, 
however, is the more ancient, as well as the more common 
name, as appears from St. Columba's life by Adomnan, In 
this iſland there are the remains of an old Popiſh chapel. 
There are alſo two other ſmall iſlands at the eaſt fide ot 
Sanda, well calculated for keeping ſheep z and about a league 
to the ſouth of it, there lies a dangerous rock, called Pate. 
on, Nock, above a mile in circumference. Several velleß 
have been endangered, and ſome loſt upon this rock, which 
is always covered at high water, but viſible at low water. li 
the ſound of Sanda, which is a league diftant from the cont 
nent, there is plenty of cod; and along the whole coaſt oi 
the parith, the people are abundantly ſupplied, at proper ſear 
ſons of the year, with haddocks, whitings, ſkate, mackerel, &&. 
On the water foot of Cariſkey, alſo, there are ſeveral hundrel 


ſalmon taken in a good fſealon. The caſual mention made 


of Southend, 357 


above of St. Columba, leads the author to obſerve, that, till 
about 120 years ago, there were two churches in this pariſh, 
one dedicated to that ſaint, and the other to St. Blaan. The 
walls of St. Columba's chapel are til] pretty entire; but of 
$t. Blaan's there is no veſtige. It was probably carried away 
by the river, which paſſed near it. Moſt of the burial ground, 
which belonged to it, has been demoliſhed in the ſame man- 
ver, within a century back. 


Between St. Columba's chapel and the Caſtle of Dunaver- 
ty, there is a bank of fine coral, above 100 yards trom the 
lea mark. If the farmers had {kill and induſtry to drag it 
into boats, it would be of great ſervice to them; and it is 
found to be better manure for moiſt heavy lands even than 
lime, The ſmall quantity of it, found after ſtorms, has been 
of ſignal ſervice to gardens and outfield lands; and when 
ſcattered upon moor lands, it wears out the heath in a few 
years, There is alſo, in ſome vallies here, and along the banks 
of the rivers, what is commonly called Fuller's earth. 


and has the greateſt ſhare of the property in it. There 


The ſtipend was only 50 J. till about 16 years ago, when the 
miniſter commenced a proceſs before the Court of Seſſion, 
and, after ſome years litigation, he obtained an augmentation 
of 161, 128. 1 od. lhe whole living, at preſent, including 


debe conſiſting of 6 acres, amounts to 75 l. no part of it be- 
ing paid in victual. A new church was built in 1774. There 
8 alſo a parochial ſchool, with a good houſe, accommodated 
Vith 4 acres of land, given by the Duke of Argyle at a mo- 
Kong rent. 


Poor. 


Church. The Duke of Argyle is patron of this pariſh, 


are 7 other heritors, 2 of whom generally reſide in it. 


the allowance for communion elements, with a manſe, and 
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Por. The number of poor in the pariſh liſt is about 2 
The amount of the collections at the church door is about 


121. a year, which is occaſionally diſtributed, according tg 
their neceſſities. 'There is no mort ification, or any other 
fund of proviſion for the ſupport of the poor, and ſome of 
then: are under the neceflity of going about to beg. 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations.—'The rental of the pariſh is a. 
bout 3000 I. Sterling yearly, ihe price of proviſions, at 
preſent, is 22 8. the Kintyre boll of meal, at 10 ſtone each; 
12 8. the boll of potatoes; and 35 d. the Engliſh pound of 
beef. The wages of men ſervants, maintained in the houſe, 
are about 41, yearly ; and of women ſervants, nearly half 2 
much, 


NUM 


of Applecroſs. 369 


NUMBER LVL. 
PARISH OF APPLECROSS. 
(County of Roſs.) 


By the Rev. Mr Joun MQuezx. 


Origin of the Name, 


of the proprietors of that part of the pariſh, from 
which it derives its name, In commemoration of this, 
five apple trees were planted croſs ways, and have ſince, in 
form, been perpetuated by his ſucceſſors, The antient and 
only name by which it is known in the language of the coun- 
try, is Comrich, a Gaelic word ſignifying protection; a name 
implying the immunity of the place in antient times, this 
having been the ſeat of a cloiſter, and, as ſuch, an aſylum, 
for all, who either from perſecution, or merited puniſh- 
ment, fled for protection, 


Situation. —The figure of the pariſh is irregular, being fre- 
quently interſe&ted by the ſea, and having, in the centre of 
one of its moſt populous diſtricts, a few farms which form 
a part of the pariſh of Lochcarron. It is ſituated in the 


county of Roſs, preſbytery of Lochcarron, and ſynod of 
Glenelg, 


Vor. III. 3A Extent. 


PPLECROSS is a fanciful deſignation, aſſumed by one 
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Extent, —The extent of the pariſh is conſiderable, by; 
cannot, with preciſion, be aſcertained, as there is neither 
public road nor bridge, from one extremity of it to the other. 


The foot traveller is guided, according to the ſeaſon of the year, 
what courſe to take, over rugged hills, rapid waters, and deep 


and marſhy moors. Beſides here, as in all the adjoining pa. 
riſhes and Weſtern Ifles, the computation of miles is merely 
arbitrary, always terminated by a burn, cairn, well, or ſome 
ſuch accidental mark, which renders them ſo remarkably un- 


equal, that it is impoſſible to reduce any given number of 


_ theſe imaginary miles to a regular computation. The extent 
of ſea coaſt, taking it in a direct line, by the opening of every 
bay and creck, is upwards of 20 miles; or following the 
ſhore, in all its curves and windings, cannot be under 90 


miles long. Though in general high and rocky, yet, in 


ſome parts, it is flat and ſandy. The courſe of the tides 
is all along from the north. There is no current worthy of 
obſervation. 


Surface and Soil —The general appearance of the pariſh i 
hilly, rocky, aud mountainous. Yet amidſt theſe hills, cover- 
ed with heath, and dreary to the fight, are vallies both beauti- 
ful and very fertile; but being detached by hills, lofty, and 
often inacceſſible, the ſoil is exceedingly various. The ſhal- 
low is the moſt prevalent, which frequent rain nouriſhes in. 
to a ſtate of fertility, of which it would otherwiſe be deficient: 


Climate and Crop. —The climate, like the ſurface of the 
country, is remarkably unequal, The ſame day is often di 
verſified by the appearance of all the different ſeaſons ; and 
though occaſionally we may have ſome tracts of dry weather, 
yet at no period can two ſucceſſive days be wholly depended 


on. The huſbandman hath, in all his operations, the cll- 
Mate 
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mate to combat. The ground is prepared, either with the 


plough or crooked ſpade, a clumſy hand implement, point. 


ed with a piece of iron four or five inches diameter, which, 


though ludicrous to the eye of a ſtranger, is abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary in ſhallow ſtoney ground, where it is impoſſible for 


the plough to move, or for the hand ſpade to be uſed: yet 
it muſt be acknowledged, that it is often employed without 
neceflity. Oats, potatoes, and barley, are the crops of the 
pariſh z which, as ſoon after the middle of March as the 


ground is properly dried up from the winter ſtorms, are ſown. 
in regular ſucceſſion, with as little interruption as the wea- 


ther permits. Small oats are much, if not principally uſed, 
2 hardy grain, which, though neither ſo fruitful nor ſo nou- 
riſhing as the large, is found to be beſt adapted to the ſeve- 
rities of the climate. The early oats have been tried, but 
abandoned, as precarious and uncertain. Potatoes are much 
cultivated, and ſerve as a ſubſtitute for bread among the 


_ 


— 


lower claſs of people, nearly for two thirds of the whole 


year. In a rainy climate, early crops are not to be expected; 


yet this pariſh, notwithſtanding its local diſadvantages, is re- 


markable for an early harveſt, The harveſts 1782 and 1783, 
were ſingular over all Scotland. The barley was then cut 


in October, and the oats. not got in till the end of Novem- 


ber; yet theſe were years of plenty; the general ſcarcity did 


not affect this pariſh, whoſe crop would bear a compariſon 
vith any year's fince that period. But it is to be obſerved, 
that this is not a corn, but a graſing country, whoſe crops 
rarely ſupply the pariſh with meal, a conſiderable quantity of 
lurface being waſte and uſeleſs, 


Animals —Black cattle is the great article, from which the 
armer principally derives his emolument, and the landlord 


rent. There are generally about 3000 black cattle, 


ſmall 
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ſmall and great, in the pariſh, During the ſummer and har. 
veſt, they paſture upon the low grounds, which produces prafs 
of a finer and more nouriſhihg quality, than is to be found 
in any part of Sky, or the other adjacent iſlands, The cattle 
are for the moſt part coupled, i. e. have but one calf between 
every 2 cows; by theſe means the calf is better fed, a greater 
quantity of butter and cheeſe is manufactured, the bulling ſe. 
cured, and no ſuperfluous ſtock kept on hand. Except inthe 
diſtrict of Kiſhorn, the number of horſes is very inconſider. 
able. The ſheep are all of the ſmalleſt kind; their mutton 
is firm, fat, and juicy. Goats are kept for private uſe ; their 
milk is the earlieſt ſupply to relieve the neceſſities of the indi- 
gent; and paſturing, among rocks and precipices, inacceſſible 
to other cattle, their milk is thought to contain ſome medi. 
cinal virtues, The hills abound with deer; 30, 40, or ;0isno 
| uncommon fight in a flock, Roes, badgers, and otters, are 
likewiſe to be found. The kingsfiſher, cuckow, water- 
Wagtail, ſwallow, and corncraick, are the migratory birds of 
the pariſh, There is ſome moor game; but the wetnels of 
the moors, and the number of foxes in the neighbourhood, | 
ſo noxious to the hatched young, prevent their increaſe. 


Fiſh.—The haddock, cuddie, ſkate, whiting, and flounder, 
are to be got all along the coaſt of this pariſh ; but not being 
uſed for exportation, and having no ready market at hand, 
they are only ſought after, either to gratify the deſire, or re- 
lieve the neceſſities, of the preſent moment, The herring 
occaſionally frequents all our bays, creeks, and harbours, 
which are numerous, aud being a favourite fiſh, not only for 
exportation, but for home conſumption, it is in all ſeaſons 

greedily purſued, From the middle of July to the 11th of 
| September, it is in its greateſt perfection; and from the begin. 


ning of November to the 11th of December, though not 
good, 
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good, is thought richer than at any after period. Cod and 
ling are caught on different parts of the coaſt, The cod is 
in its beſt ſeaſon from the middle of February to the end of 
March ; but ling is caught from the middle of March to the 
end of July; yet thoſe fiſhed for the firſt two months are 
reckoned the beſt. Our rivers, though ſmall, are very rapid ; 
they abound with trout, and thoſe of Firdon and the river of 
Applecroſs, produce ſome ſalmon. Fiſhing is a favourite oc- 
cupation of the people of this pariſh ; they derive much of 
their ſuſtenance from the ſea. Each principal farmer hath 
generally a boat of his own; and among the lower claſs, 
either two, three, or four, make a joint purchaſe, according. 
as their circumſtances will permit. There are beſides five 
veſlels, of from 20 to 40 tons, employed in the fiſhing, one 
of which belongs to a fiſhing company, founded at a conſi- 
derable expence, by Mr M*Kenzie of Firdon, one of the he- 
ritors of this pariſh. The patriotic exertions of this gentle- 
man merit much praiſe ; and as ſuch an eſtabliſhment, by af. 
fording a ready market, and an example for improvement to 
our fiſhers, doth naturally quicken and improve their induſ- 
try, the public is intereſted in its ſucceſs. _ EE 


Exports and Imports. — Black cattle, butter, cheeſe, fiſh and 
kelp, are the exports of this pariſh. All theſe articles, with- 
in the laſt 30 years, have nearly doubled their value. The 
number of cattle annually ſold may amount to 300, which, 
of late years, at an average, draw about 2 l. 15s. The price 
of fiſh varies according to the quantity caught. Herring, 
packed for home conſumption, give from 118. to 158. the 
barrel ; but, if repacked for exportation, 4 of theſe barrels 
g to make up 3. Cod and ling are ſold, either by the dozen, 
or by the ton; when by the dozen, the price depends on 
the ſize of the fiſh; if by the ton, it fetches from 121. to 

. he 151 
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15 J. Sterling. Oban and Greenock are the markets moſt 
commonly frequented. Kelp, prior to the American war, 
ſold at 31. 108. the ton; the price has fince been fluctuat- 
ing, nearly between 51. 5s. and 41. 15s, There will be 2. 
bout 50 tons annually brought to market, A greater quan- 
tity could be manufactured, but a conſiderable portion of the 
ware is appropriated for manure to the different farms, It 
may not be improper to obſerve, that cloſe to the harbour of 
Poldown, there is a ſhelly ſand, which, when uſed with diſcre- 
tion, not only meliorates the ground for corn; but after it 
is laid on, introduces, for a few years, excellent crops of 
white and red clover. Meal, and all other articles, (except- 
ing theſe now {pecified), which either the neceſſities or con- 
veniencies of life require, are imported into this pariſh, 


| Proprietors and Rents,—There are three proprietors. The 
principal heritor conſtantly reſides in the pariſh, and pays 
four fifths of the ſtipend. The eſtate hath remained in the 
family for more than two centuries; nor hath there been an 
acre fold in the pariſh for ſome generations. The rents, in- 
cluſive of kelp, exceed 700 l. Sterling. The lands are great- 
ly ſubdivided. There is only one farmer who pays upwards 
of 40 l.; the general run of rents being from 101. to 21. 
Sterling. | ks 1 


Occupations and Wages.— In a country deſtitute of trade 
and manufactures, diſtinct occupations are not to be expected. 
All the inhabitants of this parith are, in ſome degree, farm- 
ers and fithers, Every man is the architect of his own houſe; 
and though there be a few nominal ſhoemakers, ſcarcely a 


boy of fifteen but makes his own brogues. There are ſeveral | 
boat-wrights and weavers, the former generally maintained by 


their employers, and paid by the piece; the latter, make 
2870 9 dern 
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their demand in money, but are paid in meal, at the conver. 
Gon of half a merk Scotch the peck, There are 3 ſmiths 
(when no private ſtipulation takes place), for the farm work; 
they are paid in meal, by an immemorial aſſeſſment on the 
different farms, Antiently they had the head of every cow 
that was ſlaughtered in the pariſh, a privilege they ſtill claim, 
but it is rarely complied with. There is but one miller, who, 
by means of the detached ſituation of his mill, can accom- 


modate but a very inconſiderable diſtrict of the pariſh ; all 
the reſt of the corn is either carried to the mill of the neigh- 


bouring pariſh, or grinded by a hand mill called a quern. 
The wages of domeſtic ſervants, for the year, are from 21. 
to 31, Sterling, for men; and from 10 8. to 11. Sterling for 


women. There are no ſtipulated wages for day labourers, 


they generally exact, according to the exigencies of the em- 
ployer, excepting in the few farms adjoining to the reſidence 
of the principal heritor, who, having aboliſhed ſervitudes, 
has fixed the wages of men working at peats at 6 d. and of 
women, at 4 d. a day; both to furniſh their own victuals. 


Character. — Of that indolence and inquiſitiveneſs, for which 
the Highlanders were formerly ſo remarkable, little is now 
to be found in this pariſh, The people in general are regu. 
lar, and very induſtrious. The uſe of ſpirituous liquors is 
rather too prevalent, yet there are fewer inſtances of groſs 
intoxication, than at any former period: Antiently they 


drank rarely, but always to exceſs; now frequently, but for 
the moſt part with moderation. There is not ſo much as a 


tradition of ſuicide in the pariſh, nor of murder, but one, 
during the preſent century. For 20 years paſt, only one 
perſon hath been impriſoned for theft, who ſoon afterwards 
liſted for a ſoldier. In every country where leaſes are from 


Jer to year, and in which there is no independent occupa- 
— 20 Og 2 _ 
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tion, in trade or manufactures, much of the character of the 
people muſt depend, either on the virtue or the caprice of 
their ſuperiors ; for though local juriſdictions be aboliſhed, 


there is ſtill a ſpecies of deſpotiſm remaining, by which the 


diſpleaſure of the ſuperior is equivalent, in its effects, to the 
puniſhments of the law. 


Population. From the account, publiſhed by the Society for 
propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, in the *1 774, there were 
I100 examinable perſons in the pariſh. By an accurate u. 
meration, recently made, there are 1734 ſouls, of which 
number 897 are females. In Dr Webſter's report, the num- 
ber is only 835. At an average of four years, the number 
of births amount to 68, and of marriages to 9. There be- 
ing five burial places in the pariſh, beſides the pariſh church. 
yard, the number of burials cannot be aſcertained with cer- 
tainty. The increaſing population of the' pariſh is evident, 
to which the cultivation of potatoes, and the abolition of 
| ſervitudes, greatly contributes: For, prior to the introduction 
of this uſeful root, a general ſcarcity pervaded the Highlands 
By the abolition of ſervitudes, the tenant is put into poſſeſ- 
ſion of his own induſtry, which was formerly fettered by ſti 
pulated ſervices, in the different ſeaſons, to the ſuperior, ex. 
acted with rigour, and only accepted of in the beſt weather, 
in an unſteady climate, Communicating the ſmall-pox by 
inoculation, is of ſo very recent a date in this pariſh, that it 
could as yet have but little influence. Religious prejudice 
oppoſed it, but experience hath now eſtabliſhed its utility. 
In the year 1789 the mortality was ſo great, that only! 
in 13, of thoſe who caught the infection the natural way, re- 
covered. Soon afterwards, a man in no reſpect noted for ac- 
quire? knowledge, in this and 3 of the neighbouring pariſhes, 
inoculated about 700 perſons, of which number only 8 died, 
XN — * | This 
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This hath ſo thoroughly removed all prepoſſeſſions, that upon 


the appearance of this peſtilence of late in the pariſh, ino- 
culation was generally adopted. How far theſe cauſes may 
he counteracted by a ſpirit for emigration, which hath reviv- 
ed in the neighbouring iſland of Sky, and hath formerly 
deen found very generally to have been of an infeQtious na- 
ture, time will prove. The local attachment of the High- 
landers, hath, for ſome time back, been gradually abating. 
The influx of money, and their communication with other 
countries, hath introduced a deſire for better living; and the 
rapacity of the ſuperiors, in applying all the dv mages of 
the times to their own private intereft, hath effectually re- 
axed thoſe attachments, The increaſing population of the 
country at large, is favourable to the intereſted views of the 
proprietors, For every farm, a multitude of candidates is 


ready to appear, and the culture of the ground, being the 


lole occupation of the inhabitants, the diſappointed have no 


other option, but either to emigrate or beg. The inhabitants 


of this pariſh are not remarkable for longevity: There are, 
however, no local diſtempers. The palſy and dropſy, diſeaſes 


little known to our forefathers, are now become common. 


Church. — The pariſh is divided into three diſtricts, each 
leparated from the other by a ridge of hills, inacceſſible in 
ſtormy weather, For the diſtrict of Lochs and T'irdon, 
containing 616 ſouls, the miniſter officiates once a quarter; 


and in the diſtrict of Kithorn, conſiſting of 518 ſouls, once a 


month. The ſkeleton of the pariſh church ſtands in the 
diſtrict of Applecroſs; it was condeiined in 1788, but is ſtill 


the only edifice for public worſhip in the pariſh. ihe living | 


amounts to 56 J. 13s. 33 d. Sterling, and a ſmall glebe. The 
patronage is in the Crown. The weekly conections, and in- 
cidental penalties for delinquencies, which are left to the dif. 
Vol. III. 3B 
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poſal of the kirk. ſeſſion, are the only funds provided for the 


poor. All the inhabitants communicate with the Eſtabliſhed 


Church, but one, who is of the Epiſcopal perſuaſion, 


School, — By the local ſituation of the pariſh, one diſtrict 
only can be accommodated by the parochial fchool, which is 
fixed at Applecroſs. The ſchoolmaſter's ſalary is 200 merks 


Scotch; he hath no perquiſites, but the quarter payments, of 


18. 6d. for Engliſh ſcholars, and 28. 6d. for Latin and 2. 


rithmetic; and the cock-fight dues, which are equal to one 


quarter's payment for each ſcholar. It is difgraceful, that a 
claſs of men, ſo uſefully employed in the ſervice of the pub. 
lic, ſhould have fo little of its countenance. 


Antiquities. There are ſeveral natural caves in the pariſh, 
ſome of them rendered more commodious by art ; they ſeem 


to have been the habitations of the firſt plundering adventu. 


rers who came into the country. The Gaelic for cave is vad}, 
and the only vocable in that copious language for giant, is 
uadher, that is, the inhabitant of a cave. Fear magnifies 
objects ; theſe ſavages, in all our old fables and poems, are 
mentioned as men of mighty ſtature, and repreſented as ca. 


nibals, who devoured all ſorts of fleſh raw. In the diſtrict of 


Applecroſs are the remains of a ſubterraneous houſe, of 
which there is ſtill a part entire. It was of conſiderable length, 
four feet wide, and four feet deep, regularly faced with ſtone, 
and covered with flags, which were overlaid with turf, ſo as 
to be on a level with the ſurrounding ground. The paſſage 
was at one of the ends, which, if covered with a turf or 
bundle of heather, would elude all ſearch. From the con- 


| ſtruction of theſe houſes, it is more likely, that they were the 
receptacles of plunder, and the fences of real property, than 


the habitations of men. Near this houſe are the ruins of 3 
Daniſh 
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Naniſh Dun. All of the fame deſcription along the coaſt, 


ſerved as ſo many centinels to the Weſtern Ifles, (then under 


the dominion of Denmark), who, by the ſignal of a torch, 
could give an early intimation to their nearer inſular friends, 
of any approaching danger, which being in like manner com- 
municated from one Dun to another, the alarm would in a 
moment become general. There are trunks of trees found at 
a conſiderable depth under ground, in hills and meadows, 
where there is no veſtige of any kind of wood remaining 
many of them have viſibly ſuffered by fire, which the tradi- 
tional hiſtory of the country reports to have been occaſioned, 
by the Danes burning the foreſts, Cloſe by the parith 


church, are the remains of an old religious houſe, where the 


ſtandard and ſoles of crucifixes are ſtill to be ſeen, It was 
richly endowed with landed property, which tradition relates 


to have been conveyed, by the laſt Popiſh mitſionary, in the 


place known by the deſignation of the Red Pric/t of Apple- 
criſs, to his daughter. Notwithſtanding the pretended ce- 
libacy and chaſtity of the Romiſh clergy, there are ſeveral 
ſrnames in the Gaelic language, which clearly prove, that 


ſtrict abſtinence was not their favourite virtue, tuch as Mac. 


an-tagird, . the prieff s fon; Mac-vriar, the prior's ſon ; Macs 
ficker, the wicar's fon ; Mac: perſon, the parſon's ſon, Wc, 
Theſe names exactly correſpond with the Engliſh ſirnames of 


Prigfily, Prior, Parſon, Sc. and prove the character and 


practices of theſe primitive apoſtles, in both the * 
to have been the ſame. 


A eiten! There are none of the common calamities, 
or diſtreſsful accidents incident to man or beaſt, but hath 
had its particular charm or incantation; they are generally 
made up of a group of unconnected words, and an irregular 
addreſs to the Deity, or to fome one of the ſaints. The de- 
fire 
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ſire of health, and the power of ſuperſtition, reconciled nn. 


ny to the uſe of them; nor are they, as yet, among the 
lower claſs, wholly fallen into diſuſe. With them the belief 
of the ſecond ſight is general, and the power of an evil eye i 
commonly credited; and though the faith in witchcraft be 
much enteebled, the virtue of abſtracting the ſubſtance from 
one milk, and adding it to another, is rarely queſtioned, The 
ghoſt of the dying, called taſks, are ſaid to be heard, their cry 
being a repetition of the moans of the ſick, Some aſſume 
the ſagacity of diſtinguiſhing the voice of their departed 
friends. Ihe corps follow the tract led by the zafes to the 
Place of interment z and the early or late completion of the 
prediction, is made to depend on the period of the night at 
which the 2% is heard. Credulity and ignorance are conge- 
nial; every country hath had its vulgar errors; opinions, 
early imbibed, and cheriſhed for generations, are difficult to 
be eradicated, This pariſh, like ſome of the Weſtern Illes, 
hath its characteriſtical expreſſions. The Leabharfein of 
| Sky, 1. e. by the Bool igſelf, meaning the Bible; the Daniſh 
IA boirc of Lewes, i. e. by the Great Sabbath; and the der of 
Applecroſs, i. c. by St, Iderius, are ſo characteriſtical of the 
natives of theſe ſeveral places, that, when talking the Gaelic 
language, they can, with few exceptions, be eaſily diſtinguiſh- 
ed iu any part of the globe. They are the remnants of Po- 
piſh oathe, which, having loſt their original meaning, are 
now uſed merely as expletives in converſation. 


Language. — Gaelic is the only language ordinarily preach- 
ed in the pariſh, The names of places are principally deri 


ved from it, the reſt from the Daniſh : Thus Kiſborn is com · 


pounded of two Gaelic words, Kiſh, a tribute, and orn, bear, 
| the rents ot that diſtrict having originally been paid in bear; 
ach. 19h chorks the feld o oats, from ackadn, field, and cart, 

pals; 


of Applecreſt. 387 


Drunich, i. e. the healing of the Druids, ari ſignifying a 
ſhealing, and Drunich, a Druid, in the Gaelic language; Kil- 
wury, a contraction for K:ivourly, from fil, evood, and morladb 


aſhes or ſniall particles, is mur. Hiſtory informs, that the 


Kilvoury or Kilvourly hath got its name; from which it 
would appear, that this kind of falt hath once been in gene- 


is called caſh-mourly, i. e. the cheeſe of murluadh. From the 


of this deſignation, there hath antiently been a Daniſh Dun; 


which, in the Daniſh language, is ſaid to ſignify a bay, as 
Tifgic, Cuic, Dibic, and Shittic, hath each of them an inlet 
of the ſea. | | 


Mines and Weods.—In the diſtrict of Kiſhorn there is a 
copper mine, which Williams, in his mineral kingdom, con- 
liders as equally rich with any in great Britain. On the ſouth 


are ſome natural woods of fir, birch, and hazel, in different 
parts of the pariſh, | 


nnn and Diſadvantage: —The vicinity of the ſea, is 
the principal advantage of this pariſh, But the want of ſalt 
irequently e the inhabitants of any benefit from their 
| local 


ute; arenacrionue, is literally the Jbealing of wheat, which 
being nonſenſe in itſelf, is clearly a corruption of arenas 


or morluadh, the aſhes f mur. A ſolid body, fallen into 
Germans uſed the aſhes of burnt wood; extinguiſhed with 
falt or mineral water, It is probable, that from this practice 
ral uſe. 'The aſhes of ſea ware are ftill uſed in St. Kilda, 


and other places, for curing cheeſe, and the cheeſe ſo cured 


Daniſh are derived all thoſe names which have burgh in the 
compound, as Burghdale, It is obſervable, that in all places 


and alſo, that all thoſe places, whoſe names terminate in ic, 


| tide of the bay of Applecroſs, in a line cloſe by the ſhore, 
there is a lime-ſtone quarry of an excellent quality, There 
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local ſituation. Could this be remedied, by the eſtabliſnment 


of ſtore-houſes, a reduction of the duty, and a ſmall bounty 


to open boats, the condition of the Highlanders would be 


greatly meliorated, a new ſource of national wealth expler. 
ed, and the current of emigration more effectually reſtrain. 


ed, than by any other means which have hitherto been de. 
viſed. The ſupernumeraries would be amply and indepen. 
dently provided for, as the new erected villages would afford 
an aſylum to all ſuch as could not retain their preſent habis 


tations without viſible diſadvantages, 


NUM 


of Manor: 394 


NUMBER LVI. 
PARISH OF MANOR 
| (County of Peebles.) 


By the Rev. Mr WILLIAM MARSHALL: 


Name, Situation, Extent, De. 


ROM the old ſeſſion records, the name of the pariſh ap- 
pears to have been commonly written Manor, and 


ſometimes Mannor, but never Manner, as has been ſuppoſed 


by ſome, It probably received the name of Manor, as being, 


during the time of Epiſcopacy, the occafional reſidence of 


the rector of Peebles, from which circumſtance, he was cal- 
led the Parſon of the Manor. Manor is ſituated within the 
county of Tweeddale, and the preſbytery of Peebles, and 
belongs to the ſynod of Lothian and Fweeddale. The ex- 
tent of the pariſh, from the ſouth-weſt to the north-eaſt, is 
about 9 miles in length, and 3 miles in breadth. The num- 
ber of acres is ſaid to be 18,110, 


Sail, Climate, and Diſcaſer.—This part of the country, like 


the other pariſhes in Tweeddale, is mountainous ; but to- 
vards the bottom, where it is more open, there is excellent 


aable ground, which produces grain inferior to none in the 
county. The hills in the upper part of the pariſh, on both 


lides of the Water of Manor, are very high, and ſo clofely 


«Joining to each other, as to occaſion very ſudden inunda- 
| 2 | | tions, 
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tions, when the rainy ſeaſon ſets in, on the approach of win. 
ter. The winds moſt prevalent here, are the ſouth and 
ſouth-weſt, which are chiefly owing to the narrow ſtrath; 
there being a continued chain of hills, on both ſides the Was 
ter, for 6 miles. The air, though in ſome of the higher 
grounds intenſe, is both pure and wholeſome, and fewer epi. 
demical diſeaſes prevail here, than in moſt parts of Scotland. 
The arable land bears but a very ſmall proportion to the pal. 
ture ground, and lies moſtly at the bottom of the hills, along 
f the river Manor, and partly on the banks of the Tweed. Itis 
naturally fertile, and of a ſharp ſoil; and the harveſt is fully 
earlier than in the neighbouring pariſhes, There is indeed 
part of the arable ground of a wet, tilly ſubſtance ; but it 
has lately undergone a material change, by means of drains 
and ditches carried on by the proprietors. N 


Produce, &c.—Peaſe, oats, bear, and potatoes, are the 
common produce of the arable farms. A few years ago tur- 
nips were introduced into this pariſh, for fattening catile, 
and have ſucceeded as well as could be wiſhed. There is, 
| however, one great hindrance towards carrying on this ſpe. 
_ cies of improvement, which is, the want of incloſures; 
otherwiſe the raiſing of this moſt uſeful vegetable, would be 
ſtill more general among the farmers. It is not eaſy to aſcer- 
tain the real value of the arable ground, as it is commonly 
laid out in ſheep paſture: At an average it may be worth 
10 8. the acre. The mode of cultivation, obſerved here, in 
the rotation of crops, is the ſame as in other places af 
Tweeddale It may likewiſe be obſerved, that the wages af 
| ſervants vary almoſt nothing throughout the whole county; 
the men getting about 61. and the women 3 1. ger nw" 
Proviſions are the ſame as at Peebles. | 


— 


Cattle 


Manor. 385 


cm. —The number of horſes cannot well be aſcertained, 


25 the farmers very ſeldom keep more than what is neceſſary 


for labouring their land. The number may be betwixt 80 
and go. A few black cattle are bred for ſale, eſpecially year 
olds ; but, in general, they content themſelves with as many 
milk cows as they can conveniently keep, finding this equally 


profitable. 'The number of black cattle may be about 190. 


Sheep being the ſtaple commodity of this country, the ſtore- 


maſters appropriate moſt of their time to that employment: 


And as other parts of Scotland, ſimilar to this, have improv- 


ed their breed of ſheep, they are not behind their neighbours 


in this reſpect. | Accordingly, within theſe 10 years, the 
ſheep farms have greatly increaſed in value, at the ſame time 


that the tenants appear to be doing well. The breed of 
ſheep is the ſame with thoſe in other parts of 'Tweeddale, 
which are too well known to need deſcription. Their num 


ber may amount to 8700. The wool, for leveral years paſt, 
has ſold from 7s. to 95. the ſtone. 


Rent if the Pariſh.—The valued rent is 33o1 l. 18s. 2d. 
Scots; the preſent rent may be about 1685 l. Sterling. 
There are five heritors, two of whom occaſionally reſide, and 


are improving their lands with much ſpirit and ſucceſs. There 


is one tenant who pays about 100 guineas per annum, but does 
not reſide in the pariſh; there is another who pays 220 l.; 
two others pay 150 l. and five 100 l. a year each. The 
other ſeven pay from 201. to 601. of yearly rent. | 


Pepulation—The number of inhabitants appears to have 
greatly decreaſed fince the beginning of this century. About- 
50 years ago, there were 35 tenants, whereas at preſent there 
are only 16, as above enumerated, The population, in 1755, 
mounted to 320; at preſent, it is only 229. This diminution: 
ls difficult to be accounted for, as it can hardly be alcrived to 
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the junction of many ſmall farms, like that of ſome other pa, 
riſhes ; and it appears the more ſurpriſing, when it is conk. 
dered, that upon the moſt exact average, taken from the 
{ſeſſion records, for theſe laſt 30 years, the number of births 
has been more than double the number of deaths. 'This will 
be evident from ien the n table > 


Population Table for the Pariſh of Manor, 


oy Males. Females. Total, 
Number of fouls in 1755, 320 
— in 1791, 723 ro0- - - "2g 
Decreaſe, = - YR « 3 91 
Number of births, from 1760 to 
1790, incluſive, i 140 1736 276 
deaths, from do. to do. 56 67 123 
'— marriages, from do. to do. 47 47 94 
Average of births during that period, 4 nh EY 
— of deaths, ditto, FFC 
of marriages, = - - «0 
Number of perſons under 10 years af age, in 1791, 5 
— — from 10 to 20, - . 
— Sw lo 26 16 ho, „„ 
— from 30 to 40, - 3 
— from 40 to 60, „ 
—ů —— from 60 to 00 =- = = 
— from 80 to 909, — = — 
Number of a 42 Number of ſchoolmaſters, 
—— married couples, 17 wrights, = 
—— Widows, e - 
. widowers, 3 —— millers, 5 


—— heritors, 38 weavers, 
— ſervants, 76 


— clergymen, — 1 


poor, — 


of Manor. 1 387 


pur. There are only 3 penſioners upon the pariſh liſt, 2 
of whom are partly ſupported by the reſiding heritors, and 
principal farmers. When theſe two heritors are mentioned, 
it is but doing them juſtice to ſay, that they are uncommon- 
ly attentive to the poor, and extend their charity to thoſe, 


who, though once comfortably ſituated, are now reduced 


in their circumſtances. There is no parochial fund, but what 
ariſes from the Sunday collections, which, at an average, do 


not exceed 28. weekly; and the intereſt of 40 l. Sterling, | 


which, together with occational charities, anſwer every rea- 
ſonable demand, 


General CharaFer.— The people are, in general, ſober, in- 
duſtrious, and well diſpoſed; attentive to their ſeveral ſitua- 
tions in life, and uncommonly charitable and humane. They 
are all of the Eſtabliſhed Church, except one family, and a 
few ſervants, who are partly Burghers, and partly Anti- 
burghers; the whole pot excceding 16. 


School. — The pariſh ſchool has not been well attended for 
many years paſt. This was greatly owing to the want of a 
proper ichool-houſe ; but, though the heritors have lately 
built a commodious one, it is ſet down in ſuch a part of the 
pariſh, that there never will be a numerous ſchool in it. At 
preſent there are not above 12 at the day ſchool, and about 
d at the night ſchool. The ſchoolmaſter's ſalary is 100 
merks, and 12S. as ſeſſion clerk. ; 


| State of the e the time of Epiſcopacy, the 
c was ſituated 4 miles diſtant from the preſent one, 
where it was perhaps more centrical, It bore the name of 
St. Gordian's Kirk. It was removed, about the middle of 
the laſt century, to the bottom of the pariſh, where it now 


ſtands, 
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ſtands. For many years it remained in a ruinous tate, till 


= ts 


m 


upon an application to the heritors, both it and the manſe 


were repaired, The preſent incumbent was admitted mini 
ſter in 1788, upon the tranſlation of Mr Welſh to Drum. 


melzier. His Grace the Duke of Queenſberry is patron, 


The ſtipend is paid in money, and amounts to about 70. 


38s. The glebe meaſures 234 Scottiſh Acres. 


Miſcellaneous Ob/ervations.—There are two very high hill; 
in the pariſh, called Scrape and Dollarburn, from whence 
there is an extenſive view of the Lothians, Berwickſhire, 
and the Engliſh Borders. The latter of theſe is ſuppoled to 
be 2840 feet above the level of the ſea, No antiquities are 


to be found in this pariſh, but a Roman cainp, which is 
pretty entire; in the neighbourhood of which were found, 
ſome years ago, a Roman urn, and ſome antient coins, upon 


digging up a piece of ground, with 2 view to till it. At z 


ſmall diſtance from this camp. there is a tower raiſed upon an 
_ eminence, and commanding the beſt view in the pariſh, It 


appears to have been built ſeveral hundred years ago, and 
to have ſerved as a watch tower, to give ſignals of alarm, 
when the enemy made inroads upon the country, and com- 


mitted depredations. This pariſh, like others in the neigh- 


bourhood, labours under great diſadvantages, by being about 


18 miles diſtant from coals. They are generally bought in 


ſummer, and coſt about 15 d. the ſtone, The greater part 
of the inhabitants, however, uſe peats. 5 0 


of Tain. 


NUMBER LVIII. 


PARISH OF TAIN. 
(County of Roſe.) 


By the Rev. Mr Gezorce DoverLas, 


Situation, &c. 

E pariſh of Tain is ſituated in the county and ſynod 
of Roſs. It extends, from eaſt to weſt, 8 miles, and 
from north to ſouth 2, along an arm of the ſea, which, 
running from the Moray Frith, divides the ſhires of Roſs 
and Sutherland. The royal burgh of Tain, the capital of 


the county, lies near the center of the pariſh, The name is 


zntient, and, originally, perhaps, was written Thane. It is 
certain that the lands adjacent belonged to the thanes of 
Roſs, and there is a diſtrict of the pariſh ſtill called Thane- 
ſom, The name in Gaelic is Balduich, which fignifies the 
town of St. Duthas, or Duthac. The ground, in general, is 
flat, but, towards the weſt, rather hilly. 'The hills are partly 


covered with heath, and partly planted with Scottiſh pines. 


The air is dry and falubrious. The ſoil is various; ſome 
deep, and ſome light, ſome fertile. and ſome barren. The 
ſea ſhore, the whole length of the pariſh, is flat and ſandy. 


Fiſbing and Coafl. —At the eaftern extremity of the pariſh, 


there is a village called Inver, having 4 boats and 24 men. 


yholly employed in fiſhing, by which. the town and neigh- 
. | bourhood 
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bourhood are chiefly ſupplied with various kinds of fiſh, ſuck 
as cod, ſkait, flounders, and particularly haddocks. Tin, 
20 or 30 years ago, was reckoned an exceeding good fiſh. 
market; but, for ſome years paſt, there has been a ſcarcity of 
fiſh on the coaſt, This occaſions a riſe in the price, ſo that, 


Inſtead of 20 haddocks, (as was the caſe about 20 years 


ago), for 1 d. only one can now be got; and of other kinds 
in proportion. The preſent haddocks are much larger than 
the old ones. It is a great diſadvantage to the fiſhing, that, 
with an eaſterly or northerly wind, there is a {ſwelling on the 
ſhore at Inver, which prevents the boats going to ſea. There 


is a ſand bank, called the Gizzin Briggs, about 3 miles be. 
low the town, extending from the Roſs to the Sutherland 


ſide. On it there is a violent ſurge, with a loud noiſe, when 
the north or eaſt winds blow, and ſometimes during a cal 
in froſty weather, or the approach of froſt, This bank is 
wholly covered at high water, during neap as well as ſpring 
tides; but is expoſed when the ſea is out. There is a chan- 


nel near the middle. through which veſſels can, in moderate 


weather, be conducted ſafe, by perſons acquainted with the 


ground ; but ſtrangers dread it, and it hath been fatal to 
veſſels, particularly about 7 years ago, to a Swediſh ſhy, 
loaded with wood. This bank, and the ſhallownels of the 


water between it and the ſhore, prevent the fiſhing boats 


from coming nearer the town than Inver, which is 4 miles 
diſtant, And in conſequence of the badneſs of the navige- 


tion, merchant goods for Tain are often landed at Cromar- 


. ty, which occaſions a land carriage of 7 miles. At the 


Meikle Ferry, (the weſtern extremity of the pariſh), where the 
paſſage boat between Roſs and Sutherland lies, there is, at 
high water, depth ſufficient for ſhips to come cloſe to the 
land. When the ſea ebbs, it leaves below the town, and to 


the caſt, a large tract of ſand expoſed, i in ſome places a 2 
an 


* ” . . * 
* 


(hd in ſome two. On this ſand, during the ſpring and part 
of ſummer, there are found quantities of muſcles, which the 
people gather and make uſe of. About the middle of the 


Frith, 2 miles above the Gizzen Briggs, there is a ſmall 
bank, the property of the burgh, richly covered with this 


ſpecies of ſhell fiſh. Not only do the inhabitants here find 
a plentiful ſupply, but alſo many boats, perhaps 50 or 60 in 
a ſeaſon, are loaded for other places. It is remarkable; 
though cockles be not uſually found on this bank, that, in 
1783, when there was great fcarcity of bread, it afforded, in 


April, May, and June, immenſe quantities of them, of an 


excellent quality, which contributed to the ſupport of mul- 


titudes, not only in this pariſh, but in the neighbourhood. 8 


The water has, of late years, made ſome ſmall encroachments 
on the land below the town; but, in a plain to the eaſtward, 
there are more alarming encroachments made, and yearly 


making, by fand blowing. Many acres of paſture and arable 


ground have been thus covered within the laſt 10 years; and, 
where ſome old people remember dwelling houſes and grow- 
ing corn, nothing is now to be ſeen but ſand banks. 


Population, &c,—There is no accefs now to know parti- 


cularly the antient ftate of the population of the pariſh, 


There are no regiſters extant farther back than the begin- 
ting of the preſent century. In 1955, the return to Dr 
Webſter was 1870 ſouls. The number of catechizable per- 


ſons, counting from 6 years old, is 1800, of which a liſt is 


annually taken, Children under 6 years are left out, but it 
i ſuppoſed there may be of fuch 300; conſequently the to- 
tal population is about 2100 ſouls, and the increaſe, ſinee 


1755, about 230. The average of births, for the laſt 10 


Jears, is 70. The variation is very ſmall, taking any 10 years 


| ®f the century, The loweſt number, during this century, is 
. 42 
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4a, an. 11833 the higheſt is 84, in 1769. It was $4 iv 
1721. In no other year of the century does the number 3. 
mount to 80. The average of marriages is 15. There ws 
no- regiſter of deaths kept before 1783, when the act of Par. 
Lament, impoſing a tax upon burials, was thought to require 
it. The average, ſince that period, is 28; but, as only thoſe 
interred in the pariſh are recorded, and many are carried to 
neighbouring pariſhes for burial, the number of deaths might 
be reckoned: from 34 to 36. All the people, with the en- 
ception of 2 or 3, are, by profeſſion, of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church. A few years ago, there were 2 or 3 died here paſt 
90. There are none now quite go, and few from $0 to 88, 
There have been no emigrations from the pariſh; but ſeve. 
ral young people go yearly to London, Edinburgh, Glaſgon, 
Aberdeen, the Weſt Indies, and North America, ſome of 
whom have proſpered well, and been of ſervice to their re- 
lations. A good many go to the army, chiefly to regiments 
who wear the Highland dreſs. Hardly any go to the nay, 
There are 12 merchants and ſhopkeepers in the town, and 80 

tradeſmen. and artificers. 


Agriculture. There is a good deal of flax and potatoes 
raiſed, many acres ſown with graſſes, and ſome wheat and 
rye; but the principal crops are, barley, oats, and peaſe. 
The two laſt are ſown-in March and April; barley, from the 
laſt week of April to the laſt week of May, In a year ordi- 
narily favourable, harveſt begins about the middle of Auguſt, 
and. ends about the middle of October. The corns raiſed 
might be ſufficient for bread to the inhabitants; but often 

gentlemen export all their victual rents, and the people of 
the town«get ſupplies: from neighbouring pariſhes. 


Price 


E. 
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Price of Proviſions.— Beef, mutton, veal, pork, butter, and 
cheeſe, are imported, and the prices of them, double of what 
they were 40, or even 30 years ago. Butcher meat ſells from 
2d. to 3 d. ſometimes higher, per pound; butter, from 108. 
to 12 8. per ſtone; cheeſe, from 45s. to 68.; hens, cocks, and 
ducks, from 3 d. to 6 d. each. There is leſs variation in the 
prices of victual. Barley and oat meal ſell now from 145. 
to 16s. and have been generally at the ſame rates for the laſt 
even years, and indeed from 1770 to 1780. Twelve ſhillings 
is reckoned no bad contract price for ) or more years; the 
higheſt given is 138. 4d. About 40 years ago, fiſh were 
plentiful and cheap; but now they are ſcarce, and advanced 
in the price. 


Language, —The inhabitants of the town ſpeak the Eng- 
lib, and alſo the Gaelic or Erſe. Both languages are preach- 
ed in the church. Few of the older people, in the country 
part of the pariſh, underſtand the Engliſh language; but the 
children are now generally ſent to {chool, and taught to read 
Engliſh. The names of places are, partly Scottiſh, partly Gae- 
lic; ſome expreſſive of the local ſituation, as being on an 
eminence, or in a hollow, or on a muir ; by the wood, or by 


the water fide and ſome indicating the names of antient 
hoſſeſſors. 


Nun. — The land rent is ont 1200 bolls, and gol. Ster- 


ling, The rent of houſes in the town is about 6 yok Ster- 
ling. 


Stipend, kee. — The benefice is 120 bolls of victual, half 
barley, half oat meal, with 41. 155, Sterling, as fixed in 
1718; beſides a glebe, manſe, and garden, worth about 12 1. 


2 num, There are 15 heritors in the pariſh, The Crown 
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is patron. The church was built about 400 years ago, The 
maſon work, being all aſhler, is ſtill entire and firm, It had 
a new roof about 40 years ago. There is a ſtatue of St, Dy. 
thus in the weſt gabel. A little below the town, there are 
the remains of a chapel called by his name, having the 
gabels, the north fide wall, and part of the ſouth, ſtanding, 
To this place it is reported, that King James IV, in the wi 
of penance, travelled on foot from Falkland, with uncom- 
mon expedition, reſting only a ſhort while at the monaſtery 
of Pluſcardine, near Elgin, There is a tradition, that ſoon 
after this royal viſit, the edifice was burnt by a party of the 
M Kays, who were in purſuit of ſome perſons obnoxious to 
them, that fled for ſhelter to this ſanctuary. There are no 
other veſtiges of religious houſes in the pariſh, except about 
3 miles to the eaſt of the town, at Lochſlix, where there 
are ſome remains of a ſmall chapel. The manſe was built 
in 1720, and has had ſome reparations ſeveral times ſince. 


Landed Property and Farms,—The number of heritors i 
15, of whom Mr M. Leod of Cadboll is the principal, in 
point of property,.and Lord Ankerville the greateſt reſident 
proprietor, at leaſt occaſionally . Property has been rather 
fluctuating. There are not above three, whoſe family prede- 
ceſſors had land here a century ago. Thirty years purchaſe 
is reckoned a good price for lands; but there are inſtances of 
5 45 ſmal 


Mr Baillie of Little Tarrel, one of the heritors who reſides 
near the town, has a farm particularly well incloſed, and in good 
order. This farm was naturally unfertile, and when in the 
hands of tenants, gave poor returns; but Mr Baillie having * 
ſided on it for near 30 years, and paid attention to its improie 
ment, by draining, ſowing graſſes, and a rotation of other 
| Fr crops, it now produces excellent crops of ever} 
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ſmall parcels ar the town, ſold for co years pichaſes 
and upwards, The farms in the pariſh are generally ſmall, 
There are 60 farmers, beſides 150 mailers or cotters. Moſt 
of the lands near the town are incloſed, ſome with ſtones, 
ſome with ditch and hawthorn; Theſe lands let at from 
20s. to 30 8. per acre, Open fields, at a diſtance _ the 
town, let at from 108. to 158. 


| State of the Poor, —There are about 130 names on the 
poor's liſt, of feeble, aged perſons, among whom there is an- 
nually diſtributed about 201. Sterling, collected in the church, 
there being no other funds for their ſupport, except a ſmall 
craft, mortified by a gentleman about the beginning of this 
century, that pays 3 bolls of yearly rent, and the intereſt of 
40 l. Sterling lent by the kirk ſeſſion. The poor of this pa- 
rſh do not, as is cuſtomary in other places of the country, 
receive any benefit from bells and mort cloths uſed at fune- 
nls, the magiſtrates and town council, for time e 
aſerving to themſelves theſe emoluments. 


Situation of the Pariſb in NW 1783, beſides victual 
t by government for ſupply to the poor, the gentlemen in 
e town and neighbourhood contributed liberally: With 
money collected, there was bought a quantity of excel- 
nt peaſe, of which a cargo, through the kind attention of a 
rth country gentleman in Glaſgow, was brought from the 
altic, and fold at the Meikle Ferry in this pariſh. Theſe 
ſe, and the government bounty, were given not only 
the poor, who ordinarily receive alms, but likewiſe 
farmers, cottagers, and tradeſinen. Through favour- 
le ſucceeding ſeaſons, and the indulgence of landlords, * 
e Reale are recovered from the calamitous eftets of 

F that 


$ 
i 


: 
: 
: 
: 
- 
: 
- 


1 
1 
| 
[| 
2 
F 
1 
iz 
| 
| 


jm 


386 Sͤtatiſtical Account 


that diſaſtrous period, and none of its arrears now remain 
unpaid “. 2 | 2 


Building. — Of late, ſeveral old houſes that were ruinous 
have been rebuilt in the town, and ſeveral new ones built, 
The humour for building is prevailing. Mr. M*Leod of 
Geanies, 3 years ago, feued ſeveral acres of ground, lying to 


the eaſt of the town, on which ſeveral houſes have been 


built, and are now building. This ground was ſeparated from 
the town by a deep hollow, through which a rivulet runs; 
over it there is a handſome bridge, of one large arch, erect- 


ed, which coſt about 801. Sterling, the expence being defray- 


ed by the burgh, and Mr MLeod. The entrance to the 
town, by this new bridge, from the eaſt and ſouth, is much 
more commodious now than formerly. Of an extenſive 


muir, lying to the ſouth-weſt of the town, the property of 
the burgh, ſeveral hundred acres have of late years been gi 

ven in feu, paying, for a limited time, 6 d. and afterward 1. 
the acre. Some of this ground hath been plowed aff | 
trenched, ſo as to produce corn and graſs. The great 
part is planted with pines, of which there is a thriving 21 


Pearance. 


| Schools, —There is a flouriſhing ſchool in the town of Ta 
Mr George McKenzie is maſter, and the number of ſchol 
is 52, He teaches Engliſh, Latin, writing, arithmetic, bo 
keeping, and geography. Beſides a dwelling houſe, be 
300 merks ſalary, and the quarter fees, which are good, a 


val 


* It is remarkable, that in ſpring and fommer 1783, th 
were cockles, a ſpecies of ſhell fiſh, found on the ſea {hore he 
in greater quantities, and of ſuperior quality, than ever We 
known before or fince, which contributed not a little to the fu 
port of the poor, 
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rary according to the different branches of education, The 


magiltrates give 50 merks annually, to a man who. teaches Z 


Engliſh and writing to the lower ſort, He hath likewiſe the 
perquaiſires belonging to the offices of precentor and ſeſſion 


pays the maſter's ſalary, but hath furniſhed the ſcholars, 
whoſe number is between 70 and 80, with proper books. 
There is one of the Society's ſchools for propagating Chriſ- 
tian Knowledge in the eaſtern part of the pariſh. The 
teacher is allowed 121. per annum from the Society, and is 


graſs. About 30 ſcholars attend bim. 
Miſcellaneous Obſervations, —'Þ hare are ſix dealers in the 
them has a wine licence. The people, in general, are ſober. 


pariſh, within theſe 10 years, and 20 houſes in the town, 
ſome of them 2 and 3 ſtories high, There is alſo an ele- 
rant maſon lodge, the building of which coſt 5001. Sterling, 
The roads and bridges are kept in good repair. The ſtatute 
labour is exacted in kind. There are 12 merchants and 


les; labourers in huſbandry, from 6d. to 15. according to 
the occafion. A man, in harveſt, receives 15. per day, a 
woman 6d. without victuals. Men ſervants, maintained in 
the family, receive, per annum, from 50s. to 31. for wages 


apo, the men did not get above 395. a year, and the women 
| in 


clerk. Beides, he Lets 61 Sterling for teaching a Sunday | 
evening ichool, tounded 3 years ago by Lady Rols-Baillie 
of Lamin:gton and Balnagowan. Her Ladyſhip not only 


furniſhed by the pariſh, with a houſe, a garden, and a wEY | 


town, licenſed to fell ſpiritous liquors and ale, and one of 


About 30 cottages have been built in the country part of the 


ſhopkeepers in the town, and 80 tradeſmen and artificers; 
belides 20 in the landward part of the pariſh. Maſons and 
vrights receive from 10 d. to 16d. per day; taylors rather 
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women about haif as much, beſides ſhozs, About 40 years 
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in proportion. At that period, labourers in agriculture and 
manufactures, got only from 4 d. to 6 d. per day, without 
viſuals, Peats, turf, wood, heath, and whins, (or furze), 
' which are all found in the pariſh, are chiefly uſed for fue}, 
Coals, moſtly imported from England, have alſo been uſed 

of late. The only manufactures carried on here, are the 
| ſpinning of flax, and the tanning of leather, It is * 
believed that a thread factory might ſucceed. 


NUM 
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NUMBER LIX. 
PARISH OF NEWTYLE. 


(County of Forfar.) 


By the Rev. Mr ALEXANDER OMALL, 


Name, Situation, and Extent, 

HIS pariſh was formerly written Neæuiyld, but is now 
1 ſpelt Newtyle. It is ſituated in the county of Forfar, 
in the preſbytery of Meigle, and ſynod of Angus and Mearns. 
Its extent is about 14 miles in length, from eaſt to weſt, 
along the Sidlie Hills, on the eaſt of the Glack of Newtyle, 
(an opening in the Sidlie Hills, affording a paſſage from 
Strathmore to Dundee); it is 14 miles from ſouth to north; 

over the Sidlie hills, and one mile broad; the nn * of 
a mile, along the kill being pretty nigh ſquare. 5 7 


Seil, Climate, and Diſeaſes —The country is hilly on the 
ſouth, and flat on the north. The ſoil is a mixture of black 
earth and clay; and, in ſome places, of ſand and gravei. In 
general it is fertile and well cultivated. Horſes and cattle, 
of a good ſize and value, are raiſed here. There is but one 
lock of ſheep. The air is dry and healthy, excepting in 
ſome marſhy places toward the north. Slow fevers are fre- 
quent here, and ſcrophulous- complaints not rare; which laſt 
are very ſevere in the e ſpring. 


Pepulation 
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_ Population Table for the Pariſh of Newtyle, 


PO NDF of inhabitants, in 1755» — „ 913 
Population in 1791, V's "ers . _ # 3 2 594 
"Decreaſe, 1 e 5 319 
e of males, . . 306 
females, — - - 288 
dene. of the village, chiefly weavers, e 
— in the country, = = 3 
— average of births, - = - 15 
ö deaths, a „„ 12 
— — of marriage, - . 5 

| Number of perſons under 10 Fee age, 5 104 


| —— from r to 2% = |= t 
— — ram ge to o 237 
— — (— on 50 to oo 34 

— — n EP from 1 to 100, OT ET 18 
8 of merchants, n „ 3 


— notaries public, 3 ͤͥq M 
. — AA f. 6...:-:4 
—— perſons in their families, FEA — 4 
— — their ſervants, about ._.- v0 
— manufacturers, about A 3 = 230 
—— taylors, .. ne W I 3 
——— ſhoemakers,. . 7 3 
—— vurights, 20 5 e e 3 


— lintdreſſers, 3 * ; N 2 5 | - ” 3 
perſons born in other e BF 
—— inhabited houſes (4 in each at an average) 149 


„ ” 0 7 * 3 . 1 1 > 
1 ” 5 2 4 


There is only one family of Seceders, and no other ſef 
ries. | The proportion between the annual births, and the 
whale e is nearly as 1 to 39. The proportion be- 
a | tween 


* 


tween the annual marriages and the whole population, is 
nearly as 1 to 118. The proportion between the annual 
deaths, and the whole population, is nearly as 1 to 49. | 


Rent, Agriculture, &r.— There are about 1600 acres of 
arable land in the pariſh. Theſe are divided into 15 large 
farms, which are let at from 80 J. to near 2001. ; and 6 
ſmall, which draw from 61. to 121. a year, The average 
rent of the beſt arable land is from 17s. 6d, to 20 8.; and 
of inferior land, 10s. or 12 8. per acre» Some of the farms 
might draw 31. or 41. per acre, if they were near a town. 
What is eſteemed the beſt plan of farming here, is to have a 
farm divided into four. parts, and to lay down one fourth in 
clover and rye- graſs, another in oats, another in turnips, po- 


tatoes, and peaſe; and another in barley, and graſs ſown with 
it; and ſo in rotation. Very little wheat, and ſcarcely any = 
hemp, are raiſed, There are 59 ploughs, many of which la- 
bour but {mall portions; and there are 106 carts. The pa- 
riſk ſupplies itſelf with proviſions, and exports a conſiderable 
quantity of grain, particularly barley. Wheat is ſown in 
September and October, oats in March and April, and barley 
| generally in May, Harveſt, for the moſt part, is in Septem- 
ber and October. There are more than 800 acres of hills, 
moraſſes, &c. all divided among the tenants. Some good 
marl is found in the pariſh. No land has been fold i in it for 
a conſiderable number of years paſt. 


Language, Engliſh is ſpoken here in the Scotch dialect. 
Names of places are chiefly derived from the Engliſh ; but 
there are alſo inſtances of derivation from the Gaelic. Auch- 
tertyre, the name of a farm here, ſeems to be Gaelic 3 Uach- 
dair Tir, i. e. the head or the upper part of the gecd land: 
ls ſituation being at the foot of the Sidlie hills. Kinpurney, 

Vol. III. © > | (another 


402 Statiſtical Account 


(another farm), is Gaelic; Ceann Buerne, is the head of th; 
ſmall flreams, the land being ſpouty, and many ſtreams iſſu- 
ing from it. Balmaiv, in Gaelic, ſignifies a good town, 


Eccleſiaſtical State, —Fhe living, including the glebe, is 
from 80 J. to 1001. at an average. The ſtipend is chiefly 
paid in victual, viz. two thirds meal, and one third barley, 
The Right Hon, James Stewart M. Kenzie, Eord Privy Seal 
for Scotland, (proprietor of the whole pariſh, excepting three 
farms), is patron. 'Fhe manſe and offices were built in 1771, 
and the church in 1767. 


State of the Poor, —There are 5 penſioners, who receive 
alms monthly ; beſides 2 or 3 who get occaſional charity. 
The annual contributions amount to 13 J. or 141. which 
would not anſwer the exigencies of the poor, if there were 
not ſome en laid out upon intereſt. 


Price of Proviſions and Labour,—Beef, mutton, veal, pork, 
Cc. are fold at 3d. 31 d. and 4d. per pound, Geele are 
fold at from 1s. 8d. to 2s. 6d.; chickens at 4 d.; hens, | 
18. and 18. 4d. which is triple the price they coſt formerly. 
Butter is ſold at 8 d. or 9 d. per pound; cheeſe at 4s. 6d. 
per ſtone; eggs at 4 d. per dozen, which uſed to be ſold at 
13 d. about 20 years ago, &c. Wheat is ſold from 1 l. to 
11. 48. per boll; oats, from 12 8. to 145.3 and barley, 81. 
Scotch, at an average. The wages of day labourers are 6d. 
in winter, and 8d. in ſummer, beſides their victuals. Wrights 
or carpenters get 8 d. in winter, and 1s. in ſummer, with 
their maintainance. Maſons, who commonly board them- 
| ſelves, get 18. 8 d. in ſummer. Day labourers, at public 
works, ſuch as roads, &c. have 18. 3d. per day, when they 


board themſelves. The annual wages of a married ſervant, 
including 


including his houſe, croft of land, meal, &c. may be worth 


151. a ſum rather ſmall for the ſupport of a family. Thoſe 
of male ſervants, are from 7 I. to 101. per annum, and of fe- 
male ſervants about 3 1. which is near 4 times the value of 
what they were about 30 years ago; and yet the ſervants ſave 
no more money now than formerly, owing chiefly to their 
extravagance in dreſs. „„ 


Antiquities, Near the Kirktown of Newtyle are the ruins 
of the Caſtle of Hatten, built by Laurence Lord Oliphant, 
in 1575. Near the Caſtle of Hatten, ſome traces are diſ- 
cernible of what is called the Caſtle of Balcraig, {Baile 
Craig, i. e. the town of a rock, ſituated at the foot of a bill.) 


There are ſome traces of a camp at Auchtertyre, about a 


quarter of a mile from the Kirktown of Newtyle, where 


Montroſe's army is ſaid to have taken their ſtation for ſome 


nights, while the Marquis himſelf lodged at a neighbouring 
caſtle, after burning the houſe of Newton of Blairgowrie, 
then the property of the father of the late Provoſt Drum- 
mond of Edinburgh. There is a tower built by the Lord Privy 
Seal, on the top of Kinfurney's hill, (a pait of the Sidlie 
Hills), which ſerves as a land mark, From this tower St. 
Abbe's head is ſeen, and ſome parts of 10 or 11 adjacent 
counties. This hill appears to have been anciently made 
uſe of as a proper place for kindling fires, to warn this and 
the neighbouring counties of the approach of enemies. 


Deſcription of the People —The general ſize of the people, 


in this pariſh, is about 5 feet 6 inches: A few individuals f 


have attained the height of 6 feet. They are very induſ- 
trious, in general, and more than one half of the houſe- 


holders are weavers, and poſſeſs a ſmall portion of land. 
They are not fond of a military life, and few inliſt in any 


corps. 
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corps. They are in general ſober and economical; enjoy, in 


a reaſonable degree, the comforts and advantages of ſociety, 


and, on the whole, ſeem pretty well ſatisfied with their condi. 
tion. Their ſituation, however, might be meliorated, by 
greater exertions of induſtry, and by ſuperior knowledge of 
agriculture, and the other arts of civil lite. 


Miſcellaneous Obervatiens,—Coals are the fuel uſed here, 


They coſt front 48. 6d. to 55. per boll at Dundee. There | 
are ſome peats, of a bad quality, and dearer than coal, uſed 
for kindling fires, Roads were kept in tolerable repair by 


the ſtatute labour, till laſt ſummer, when it was commuted. 
Now there are turnpikes, of whole utility many are not yet 


ſatisfied, though it is hoped they will be ſo, when the roads 


are completed, The general ſcarcity, in 1782-3, was felt 
here. The kirk ieſfion bought meal for the poor, and ſold 
it at a Feduced |.rice. Oat meal fold, in ſummer 1783, at 18. 
3d. ; peaſe and bear meal, at 11 d. the peck. The poor, in 
ſome of the hilly countries, bought coarſe flour, and mixed 
it with bran, of which they made bread. Hence the miſer- 
able ſtate of the country may eaſily be conceived. 
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NUMBER IX | 
PARISH OF KIL DONAN. 
(County of Sutherland.) 


By the Rev. Mr SAGE, 


— 


Origin of the Name. 


this term, are ſome other names of places, as Kilearnan, Kil- 


pheder, and Kilmuir ; which may be tranſlated St. Ierne's, St. 
Peter's, and St. Martha's chapels; the laſt has the annexation | 


of Coil Chilmbuir, i. e. St. Martha's Chapel and Wood. An- 
ES On, tiquarians 


* As an evidence of the high veneration, in which St. Do- 
nan was formerly held here, there was a large hollow ſtone, ſi- 
tuated about 3 miles from the church, and about mid way be- 
tween it and Helmſdale, which was called Suigh Donan by 


lome, and Cathair Donan by others, i. e. St. Donan's Seat, or 


Reſting Place. The tradition is, that the ſaint ſat down in it, to 
reſt himſelf, when paſſing through the Strath of Kildonan. 
The ſtone had a cavity, ſo very capacious, as to hold any perſon 


in the front of it, who, through fatigue or curioſity, choſe to 


lit down in it. But an ignorant fellow, from the coaſt of Su- 


therland, wiſhing to diſplay his muſcular ſtrength by lifting it, 


let it fall from his hands with ſuch force, that it was daſhed to 
pieces. There are ſome old people ſtill alive, who have ſeen it 
ws, _ the incumbent was ſhewn a fragment of it as a pre- 
Abus rellct. 1 N 6 eee e 


IILDONAN, the name of this pariſh, ſeems to be of 
, Gaelic etymology : It is a compound of Ci. (equiva- 
lent to the Latin noun Cella, a cell or chapel), and Donan, 
the tutelar ſaint of the pariſh, in Popiſh times“. Similar to 
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tiquarians are of opinion, that the original names of many Hel 
pariſhes, towns, and places, have been changed; and, in 
compliment to Popiſh ſaints, as already mentioned, modern. 
iſed, in different parts, of the Highlands, As this pariſh, o 
therefore, is chiefly ſituated on the banks of the river of Helmſ. 


ve 
dale, and the inhabitants dwell near it on both ſides, the 4 
name Kildonan does not ſeem to have been its original name, the 
but ſubſtituted for it. The river of Helmſdale, which paſſes valll 
through the Strath, is called Abhin Iligb; the Strath, more Por 
frequently, if not altogether, called Strath Jigb, and the Gae- to t 
lic name of Helmſdale, in the country language, is called part 
Bun lligb, that is, the mouth or lower part of the water, el 
where it iſſues into the Moray Frith. If, then, the name of hal: 
the pariſh has been changed from Iligh to Kildonan, as a few of 
have called it Scir Jigb, the pariſh of High or llie muſt be gui 
the original name and deſignation z and indeed this is ren- Or; 
dered {till more probable, by the Roman geographers, who n! 
place the river Ilie in this neighbourhood, which muſt evi. mii 
dently have been the Helmſdale. hill 
Ml 

Extent, Rivers, og ee, appearance of ho pariſh 


is mountainous, extending on both ſides of the river of Helmſ- 
dale, for the ſpace of 13 miles; and 7 miles beyond that, 


I 
at the fartheſt extremity of the pariſh, the inhabitants are 2 
fituated along both ſides of 6 lochs or lakes, which are the ty, 
general ſource, of the river. The length of the pariſh 1s de; 
computed to be 20 miles, and only 8 miles broad in one end, bu 
and ſcarcely a quarter of a mile in the other. It reſembles CG} 
the form of a tree, ſtretching out at the top, or height of ter 
the pariſh, into branches. Theſe branches, which are thus Ch 
formed, are the diſtricts of Strathtilney, Frigh, and Strath- ſm 
beg, whoſe reſpective ſmall rivulets run into the river of hs 


Helmſdale. 


'9f Kildonan. r 


Hamſdale. The number of lochs amount to fo,” with . 
contain abba trout, and ſome ſalmon, _ 


| Mountains, — There are fix FRE not very high, but 
corered with heath. Acroſs one of theſe hills, called Sſerſii, 
there is 2 road, (the Craſg), which leads from Badfluich, at 
the foot of Bein Uarigh, to Lothbeghouſe, through a deep 
valley, (Glenloth), about 5 miles in length, being a courſe 
about half way ſhorter in diſtance, than round Helmſdale 
to the coaſt, Towards the north-weſt, in the height of the 
pariſh, in the ſtraight courſe to that of Farr, there is a place 
called Bealach-nan Creach; and another leading to Strath- 
haladale, in the pariſh of Reay, Bealach Chnoiefhim, both 
of which can only be travelled on horfeback, with proper 
guides. It would be of vaſt utility, that the tract in the 
eraſg was made a patent good road, and a road cut out 
in Bealachſnan, Creach; and Cncekfin, where there is not ſo 
much as the veſtige of one for a number of miles. The 
hill road called Bealach-nan-Creach, on the welt ſide of Bein 
Mhadugh, fignifies the Pafs or Streigbt of Spoils, depredation, 
or booty. During the eſtabliſhment of the feudal ſyſtem, 
when the M*Kays were proprietors of Strathnaver, in the 
pariſh of Farr, great numbers of cattle were carried away 
from the Highlands of Sutherland, on this fide of the coun- 
ty, through this paſs, from which it derived its name. Such 
depredations were not conſidered as acts of ſpuilzie or theft, 
but the effects of bravery and reprizals. Near the foot of Bein 
Chrim-mor, and not far from the Bealach, there is an ex- 
tenſive green field, (now uſed for a ſhicling), called Inis 
Chombraig, or the Field of Conteſt; where there are many 
imall hillocks, covered with moſs and heath; and alſo a 
larger cairn, called Carn-an-Teichigh, the Cairn of Retreat. 
In this Re: it is Tuppoſed, the TOE" of Sutherland en- 

paged 


a% 
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gaged with the McKays, to get their cattle brought out 


of their hands, before they had time to croſs the Bealach, 


and could get them landed on the Strathnaver ſide, where, 


26 b un engagement, would have been . with greater 
danger. 


Population. The return to Dr Webſter, in 1755, was 1433 
ſouls. In April 1791, the population amounted to 1365, of 
whom 244 were men, 295 women, 756 children, and 76 
ſervants. The number of births, from 4th June 1790, to 
4th May 1791, were 40, and that of deaths 60. There are 
only 2 old men, the one 80, and the other 96 years of age. 

Cattle and Proviſiens.— The number of horſes, in April 1791, 
were computed at 812; cows, 2479; ſheep, 504 1; and goats, 
570. For theſe different kinds of cattle, of late years, good 
prices have been got at the markets. Horſes, of the beſt 


kind, draw from 4 1. to 61. Sterling; cows, from 50s. to 41, 


10s. ; ſheep and wedders, from 4s. to 68.; goats with kid, 
5 s.; yell goats, from 3s. to 48s. ; avers, i. e. gelded he. 
goats, from 5 s. 6d. to 68. 6 d.; lambs, in mid-ſummer, af- 
ter being taken from their dams, draw, in the Caithneſs 
markets, and at Dornock, from 2s. to 38. Sterling. The 
produce of cattle has lately riſen confiderably in value. A 
ſtone of butter or tallow, which fold, about 10 years ago, at 
8s. now draws from 9s. 6d, to 128. Sterling. Cow's milk 
cheeſe, formerly 28. 6 d. and 3s. is now ſold at 48. and 45 


6 d. Sterling; 5 and goats ditto, at E 8. Per Kone. 


 Heritors and Safe Thane» are 4 — including wad- 
ſetters, but none of them reſide in the pariſh. The rental 
is only 4001. Sterling, confiſting of money and teind victual, 
which was converted at 10 8. per boll laſt Martinmas. E 
; Church. 


Church bn School. The Counteſs of San is 263" 


The miniſtet's ſtipend is paid, partly in victual belonging to 
the pariſh of Loth, viz. 40 bolls;z—(32 bolls bear, and 8 bolls 
oat meal ;) and partly | in caſh, the money ſtipend being 39l- 

108, 1% d. amounting in all to 50 J. Sterling. The church 


was built in 1786, and the manſe in 1766; it became very 
- juinous ſince, and is repairing this ſeaſon, There are two | 
{chools eſtabliſhed in this pariſh, for the inſtruction of youth, 
2 parochial ſchool, and a Society ſchool ; the maſter of the 


former has only 100 merks Scotch, common quarter. fees, 
from ſuch ſcholars as can afford them, and 1 J. 5 s. from the 
Eirk-ſeſſion, as ſeſſion clerk and precentor. The number of 
the ſcholars is very few during the buſy ſeaſons; but in win- 
ter, he has upwards of 30. The Society ſchool, when laſt 


are in general 12 * poor. 


the church of Kildonan, a battle was fought about the mid- 
de of the 12th century, between two chieftains, originally 


Cairns, the town itſelf was named Suinachugh, or Old Field : 
the battle between Suenus and Aulver Roſta, ſeems to give a 


and 26th chapters of the firſt book of his Hiſtory of the Ork. 
1s; from which it is more than probable, that it was ori- 
finally called Suenus Field. There are 3 ſubterraneous paſ- 
lages, or tumuli, in this pariſh, which, "it is ſaid, lead from 


one cairn, under the bed of the river of Helmſdale, io an- 
Vol. III. 3 F 


3 


riſited, had rather more. The maſter's ſalary is 91. Ster- 
ling. He receives few payments from the en as they 


Antiquities, —In Suinachugh, or Kinbrace, 4 miles above 


of Daniſh extraction, named Suenus and Aulver Roſta. 
Tradition informs us, that, from the number of large cairns 
vhich ſurround the town, and are called Cairn- uin, or Ord 


But the Daniſh. hiſtorian, Torfaeus, who relates the ſtory of 


better account of the etymology of the name, in the 23d 
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other on the oppoſite ſide, They are covered at the top 
with large flags, above a trench of 3 feet broad, and 5 or 6 
| feet high. From their conſtruction and direction, they ſeem 
to have been places of retreat for the inhabitants, with their 
effects and cattle, from the purſuit of invading enemies, in 
troubleſome times; z or fally ports, for facilitating their eſcape 
from a victorious enemy. Monſieur du Moulin mentions, i in | 
his hiſtory, that the Albigenſes often made good their eſcape 
from their bloody enemies, who befieged them, by a ſubter. 
raneous paſſage, in Carcaſſon in the ſouth of France, which 
was 6 miles in length. There are upwards of 9 Pidtiſ 
| cairns or towers interſperſed through the parifh, the greateſt 
number, if not all of which, are in ruins. Some of them 
are round, and others oblong. They are ſituated near rivers | 
and foreſts, as moſt commodious for ſuſtenance; which, in 
thoſe days, conſiſted chiefly of fiſh, fowls, and veniſon, | 
"Thoſe of the round kind are erected on eminences, conti. 
guous to, or in ſight of each other; for the purpoſe, as ſome 
ſuppoſe, of making fignals with ſmoke or fire, on the alarm | 
of an enemy approaching any particular diſtrict. The ob- 
long low kind are generally believed to have been repoſito- 
ries for the dead ſlain in battle. | 


Inundations.— In Breinchoel, a ſhieling or grazing in this 
Pariſh, happened the fall of a dreadful water ſpout about 49 
years ago. The Bowman, with his family, and the produce 
of the dairy, were all carried away iu one heap, in the hut 
or booth where they ſlept that night, and were found dead 
after the flood was over. The courſe, which the tremendous 
ſtream marked out, may be computed at 60 or 80 feet deep, 
which appears like an awful cavera, whence large pieces of 
ſolid moſs, and trunks of trees were driven down to the 


Plain at the foot of the hill. About 14 an ago, a ſimilar 
| pheno- 


7. 


of Kildonan. 41 


phenomenon happened at Tuary, though not ſo very fatal, 


but the marks of which ſtill remain diſcernible, Inundations 
of the river of Helmſdale, with floods in ſummer and har. 
veſt, often become fatal and deſtructive in the ſtrath of Kil- 
donan 3 and the tenantry, whoſe lands lie flat and low along 
the water, have their corn and hay carried down by the ſtream. 
They are obliged to carry home theſe articles with all conve- 
ment ſpeed, and ſeaſon them nigh their dwelling places. 
Their lands are commonly in good heart, by the frequent 
overflowings of the river, and produce good rich crops of bear, 
oats, and potatoes, By means of theſe inundations, the ri. 
ver has changed its original courſe, and detached ſeveral 


felds on each ſide, from the farms to which they formeriy 
* 


F language ſpoken in this pariſh is Gaelic, 
and the greateſt number of the names of places is of Gaelic 
extraction. For example, Knochn, Fingal Hull, from Knoc, 
2 bill, and Fin, the contraction of Fingal ; Grimachcorigh, the 
ralley of Rein Ghrim ; Coftaligh, a tower's holl;av, the name 
of the remains of a Pictiſh tower in the bottom of the town. 
The places beginning with Cil, ſeem to be a mixed compo. 
tion of Gaelic and Latin, as Kildonan, Kilearnan, &c. 


Diſadvantages.— There is as yet no proper houſe of accom- 
modation for ſtrangers in the pariſh, There are, indeed, 8 
whiſky houſes, in which much tippling is carried on, and of 
conſequence, ſeveral immoral practices have been thereby in- 
roduced among the people. But as there is no regular inn, 
travellers above the common rank cannot be accommodated, 
unleſs they lodge in the miniſter's houſe. This renders the 
road from the coaſt of Sutherland to the north coaſt, very 
nconvenient to > firangers of that deſcription, | This pariſh 


labours 
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labours under another diſadvantage, No gentleman reſides 
in it, who can act in a judicial capacity. There are 2 or 3 
| ſheriff officers ; but no judge warranted to decide any cauſe 
of a civil nature. Hence, ſome diſputes of the moſt trifling 
nature cannot be determined, till application is made to one 


: of the Juſtices of peace on the coaſt fide, or to the "Rang of 
Dornock. 


Miſellanoous Obſervations —In the lower part of the pariſh, 
the people, in favourable years, can raiſe crops, which not 
only ſupply themfelves with proviſions, but enable them to 
diſpoſe of bear, oat meal, and potatoes, for ſeed to the High. 
landers in the heights of the diſtrict, where the lands are bad, 
and more ſubject to blaſting and mildew. But the cattle on 
the higher grounds are far better, larger in ſize, and more 
valuable in every reſpect. Accordingly, as much dependence 
is placed on them, as the inhabitants of the ſtrath have on 
the quantity and quality of their crops. A great deal of hay is 
likewiie raiſed in their meadows; but this crop is expoſed to 
much hazard, and requires much labour, as it muſt be car- 
ried off the field as ſoon as cut, to prevent the riſk of inun- 
dations. In the years 1782, and 1783, and ſome of the 
ſublequent years, the crops were often blaſted and deſtroyed 
with froſts and mildews, which ſet in early in autumn. Such | 
lands as lay neareſt {till bodies of water, as large ponds, were 
moſt ſubject to this calamity z and conſequently, ſuch lands 
as were fartheſt removed from them, or were contiguous to 
the moſt rapid ſtreams of the river, eſcaped much better. 
There is a little Highland place, north of the Strath of Kil- 
dor an, called Co/ialy, which yielded ſome ſound wholeſome 
corn , when there was ſcarcely a peck of good meal in all the 
reſt of the pariſh. In theſe years, the guardians of the 


Fovntcly of Sutherland, then a minor, ſupphed her tenants 
with 
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NUM B ER LY. 
PARISH OF LERW ICE. 
(County of Shetland.) 


By the Rev. Mr Iauzs SANDS, 


Name, Situation, Extent, &c. 


rT HIS pariſh in general, and more particularly that part 


of it on which the town is built, derives its name 
from the Norſe or Norwegian language . It is ſituated in 


the lordſhip and preſbytery of Shetland, and, like the other 
| Pariſhes in that part of the country, unconnected with any | 


particular ſynod. It extends, from north to ſouth, about 6 


miles along the ſea coaſt, and is no where above a mile in 
breadth. On the eaſt and north-eaſt, it is bounded by the 


ſea, which ſeparates it from the iſland and pariſh of Braſſa, 


and forms that excellent harbour commonly called Brafla 


Sound. | 


Soil, Climate, and Diſeaſes. —The pariſh, and country 4. 
round it, are rocky and mountainous. The ſoil, on the 


mountains, is generally peat or moſs, and is deep to their 


very ſummit. The arable land lies in ſpots along the ſea 
coaſt; the ſoil is light and ſandy, but as fertile and productive 


as 


Probably from the ſea-port town of Lerwick or Larwick 
in Norway. | 


thi 
col 


7 Lerwick, © 


4s can well be ſuppoſed, from the ſituation gin climate. The 
higheſt hill in the pariſh riſes little more than zoo feet above 


te level of the ſea. The air, though moiſt, is far from be- 


ing unhealthy. The moſt deſtructive diſorders known in 
this pariſh are fevers, introduced by frequent intercourſe 
with ſtrangers. Formerly, the ravages made by the ſmall- 


pox here, and indeed through the whole country, were truly 
dreadful ; but, for ſome years paſt, inoculation has been 


practiſed among all ranks, with very remarkable ſucceſs, 


Mineral Springs and Loder, that is one chalybeate : 


ſpring in the vicinity of the town, generally believed to be 


good; its water, however, is very little uſed. There are 


4 ſmall lakes in the pariſh ; 2 of them produce excellent 


trout, but not in ſuch quantities as to render them an object | 
of merchandiſe, $22 | 


_ Fiſheries, The piep Athery, carried on by the tahabi. 
tants of Shetland, is that of ling and tuſk, which are ſold 
freſh to the landholders, or their tackſmen, at various prices. 
They are generally caught in the months of June and July, 
on long lines, ſet at the diſtance of 10, and ſometimes 12 


leagues from all land, by ſix-oared boats, from 2 to 3 tons 


burden. The yearly export of this article, to foreign mar- 
kets, particularly thoſe of Spain and Italy, is, at an average, 
$00 tons from all the iſlands. There is a very conſiderable 


herring fiſhery on the coaſt, carried on wholly by foreigners; 


200 buſſes from Holland, 50 from Denmark, 40 from 
Pruſſia, 20 from Dunkirk, and about the ſame number 
from the Auſtrian Netherlands, are employed every ſummer 
in this fiſhery. They generally put into Breſſay Sound before 


the fiſhery, which, with the Dutch in particular, does not 


commence until the 24th of June. . 'The Dutch formerly 
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carried on this fiſhery far more extenſively than how, | li 


has been on the decline with them ever fince the year 17013, 
They had then about 500 buſſes in Shetland, under the con- 


voy of 4 ſhips of war, commanded by an admiral; but a 
French fleet of 6 ſhips of war, ſent out for the purpoſe, fell 


in with the Dutch ſhips of war off Fair iſland; and an en 


gagement taking place, the Dutch Admiral's ſhip was funk, 


on which the remaining 3 run away, and made their eſcape; 


Whereupon the French fleet ſailed for the entry of Braff 
Sound, ſent their boats into the, Bay, and burnt and deſtroy- 
ed about 400 of the Dutch fiſhing veſſels, ſparing only a 
number barely ſufficient to carry home the crews of the 
whole. Breſſay Sound abounds with a variety of flounders 
but it is imagined, that there is no fiſhing in the country 


more univerſally beneficial, than that of a ſmall fiſh called 


fellocks. The bays, during the winter ſeaſon, generally abound 


with theſe, and they occaſion a very conſiderable ſaving of 


the ſmall crops of grain. The quantity of oil made in Shet- 
Jand from ſellocks, from October 1790 to April 1791, muſt 
have conſiderably exceeded 2000 barrels; this, however, is | 
more than is commonly obtained, 


Kelp,—This pariſh does not produce above 6 tons of kelp 


| yearly; and the annual export of this article, from the whole 


country, does not much exceed 200 tons. Doubtleſs more 
might be made; but the quantity muſt ſtill be inconſiderable, 
the ſhores being ſteep, and the fall of water not excecding 6 
or 7 feet of perpendicular height, even with ſpring tides. 


Tides, Shipwrecks, &'c.—The ebb tides here run north, 
and the flood tides to the ſouthward, unleſs on the north and 
ſouth extremities of the country, where they run eaſt and 
weſt ; their rapidity is inconſiderable, at leaſt when e 
. 


6d to that of the firths of Orkney. There is no light. houſe 
in Shetland; nor is there any chart of the country extant 
mat can be depended on. A light-houſe erected on Noſs, 
2 ſmall. iſland eaſt from Breflay, might be of eſſential ſervice, 
as many ſhips have been loſt on the eaſt.coaſt of Shetland, 
eſpecially within theſe laſt 16 years, that ſuch a light-houlſe, 
in all probability, might have ſaved. Some of the moſt re- 
markable of theſe are the following: In 1775, a Liverpool 
ſhip, 2 men only ſaved out of 24. In 1776, the Ceres of 
London, Greenland ſhip, was loſt with her whole crew. In 
1779, a Dutch Greenland ſhip loſt, one of the crew ſaved. 
In 1580, a Ruſſian man of war of 36 guns, on her way from 
Archangel to the Baltic, loſt, and of her whole crew only 5 
ſaved, In 1786, the Concordia, a Daniſh Eaſt India ſhip, 
with a valuable cargo, outward bound, loſt, and only 15 of f 
her crew ſaved, In 1789, a Dutch Greenland CIP ry of 
her crew only 5 ſaved. 


Herlovrt——The ah ER in this pariſh is that of Ler- 
wick, or Breſſay Sound, a capacious bay, in which veſſels, well 
found, may ride at all ſeaſons in perfect ſafety; and what 
renders this harbour particularly commodions, is, its having 
two entries, one from the ſouth, and another from the north. 
On the outſide of the north entry, lies a ſunk. rock, called 
the Unicorn, When the Earl of Bothwell fled to Shetland, 
the Unicorn man of war was deſpatched in purſuit of him. 
On the appearance of the Unicorn, his ſhip, then lying in 
breſſay Sound, was got immediately under way, and ſailed out 
at the north entry, followed hard by the other; and, having 
a pilot on board, got to ſea, by which means he made his 
s tlcape, and was landed at Norway; ; while the chaſing ſhip 
was wrecked on that rocky rn has ever linee been e 
the Unicorn. 


: | Vol. III. | z Ft * 


| 
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Piopulation.— The population of the pariſh of Lerwick 


has not increaſed much fince its firſt erection. The 
number of families in the country part of the pariſh is nearly nu 
the ſame; and it appears, from the decreet of disjunction, ry 
chat, in the year 1701, the number of inhabitants in the ſes 
town amounted to 700. From an enumeration now made, Le 
(anno 1791), there are living in the town gog, and in the ul 
country part of the pariſh, 356; total, 1259. Of theſe Jay 
there are, | 5 e e ſur 
| | In! 
Under 10 years of age, 294 Brought over, 1212 ne 
Between 10 and 20, i 193 Between 7o and 80, 41 m: 
20 and 30, 127 — 30 and 9o•, 6 ey 
— 3 un 40, 169 3 
— 40 and 50, 144 ey oe: — 1270 

jo and o, 187 Return to Dr Webſter, 

— bo and o), 98 in 1755, - 1193 an 
. 9 ” OTE pr 
Carried over, 1212 | Increaſe, 6006 th 
Annual average of births, = 28 of 
Fenn 1 184 ch 
= —— rg — 8 
ManufaFures, Profrihens, ani General Character.—All the va 
proprietors of land refide in the pariſh, except Sir Tho- of 
mas Dundas. There are about 40 families in the country of 
part of the pariſh employed in agriculture'; The men, of 
indeed, during the ſummer ſeafon, are generally engaged in me 
_ the ling and tuſk fiſhery. Their farms are ſmall, and almoſt i er 
altogether dug with the ſpade.——The only manufacture, FT) 


carried on in the pariſh, is the knitting of woollen ſtock- 
ings, and in this almoſt all the women are more or leſs 
engaged. 


. 


There are, indeed, in the town, a few employed 

jn making woollen bed covers, commonly called rugs. The 
number of handicraftſmen and apprentices in Lerwick is ve- 
ry conſiderable. The men of the lower rank are almoſt all 
ſeamen and fiſhermen, the reſt merchants and ſhopkeepers. 
Lerwick being the ſeat of juſtice, and the place ot the ſheriff. 
ſubſtitute's reſidence, is not without a few practitioners in the 
law: Two licenced procurators reſide in it. There are two 
ſurgeons in the pariſh, regularly bred to the bufineſs. The 
inhabitants are all of the Eſtabliſhed Church. They arc ge- 
nerally ſober, inoffenſive, and obliging; and ſuch is the hu- 
manity and attention of thoſe in eaſy circumſtances, that, 


even in times of the greateſt ſcarcity, none have been known 
to die for want. 


ee are above 30 who receive a monthly allow- 
ance from the poor's funds, ſuch as can be afforded. This 
proviſion ariſes from the Sabbath day's collections, and from 
the intereſt of a little money, lodged. for them in different 
bands. They have alſo 530 8. yearly, ariſing from the ſhare 
of the church, which was humanely and generouſſy pur- 
chaſed for them, by Mr Andrew Bolt, merchant in Lerwick. 


Church. — The miniſter's ſtipend conſiſts of 500 merks, 
payable according to charter, granted by King William, out 
of the Biſhop's rents of Orkney; 300 merks from the ſtent 
| of the town; 200 merks from the tythes of the country part 
of the pariſh, and 100 merks allowed for communion ele. 
ments. And, about 3 years ago, the town, in conſideration 
of the incumbent's numerous family, and expenſive ſituation, 
added 15 J. Sterling to his yearly income. He has no manſe 
er glebe, and lives in a hired houſe, the rent of which is paid 


by 


- 
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by the town. The chro was built in ee on e 


handſome and commodious wore” 


| Education—There has not, as yet, been any eſtabliſied 


ſchool in the pariſh ; but there are always one or two teach- 


ers of Engliſh, writing, arithmetic, book+keeping, and navi- 


gation, in it, who depend entirely on the quarterly payments, 
Thoſe, therefore, who wiſh to give their ſons a grammatical 
education, are under the neceſſity of bringing teachers from 


the continent of Scotland, upon ſalaries ou _— to 


their reſpective ſubſeriptions. 


Rents and Cattle. No valuation of lands has as yet taken 


place in Shetland. The yearly rent of the country part of 


the pariſh may be about 501, Sterling; and that of the | 
town 400 J. The houſes in both are all inhabited. The 
pariſh contains about 250 merks of arable land, beſides 


very extenſive graſs, meadow, and paſture grounds. A 
merk of land is a term perfectly indefinite: In this pariſh it 
is not nearly a Scottiſh acre, There are about you cows, 
1500 ſheep, and _ ſmall horſes in the pariſh, 


A the 0 part of the pariſh, the ruins 


of two Popiſn chapels, and two Pictiſh caſtles are to be ſeen. 
At a riſing ground, near the north end of the town, there 


is a fort, ſaid to have been built in the days of Oliver Crom- 
well. In the year 1781, it was repaired, under the direction 
of Captain Fraſer, Chief Engineer for Scotland, and called 
Fort Charlotte. It was garriſoned, until the peace of 1783- 
It is now committed to the care of a corporal and 4 privates 
of the train of artillery. EG: 


NUM 
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N M BE R IXI. 


| PARISH OF EAST XII BRIDE, - 


Cc County of Lanark. ) 


By the Rev. Davie Urn, A. M. 
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Mme Situation, and Extent. 


AST KILBRIDE, fo called t6 diſtinguiſh it from Weſt 
Kilbride in the ſhire of Ayr, is fituated in the county 
of Lanark, pteſbytery of Hamilton; and ſynod of Glaſgow 
and Ayr. It is about 10 miles in length, from north to 
ſouth, and from 2 to 5 in breadth. It conſiſts of the united 
pariſhes of Torrance and Kilbride, and is ſubdivided into 
446 horſe-gangs, according to which the ſtatute work for the 
roads is collected; each horſe-gang being rated at 3s. 9d. 


Heritors and Rent,—The valuation, as it ſtands in the ceſs 
hook of the county, is 9679 l. 13s. 3 d. Scottiſh. The real 
rent, at 5 8. per acre, on an average, amounts to 48001. Ster- 
lng, The pariſh belongs to about 13 $ ——— — 
jo of wee are non. -felidents. * 


Miau —It is inhabited by 587 families, which contain 
2359 perſons, of whom 1065 are males, and 1294 fernales. 
Of theſe there are 488 under 6 years of age. The population, 
Ming to the late increaſe of manufaftures, is on the advance, 
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"The return to Dr Webſter, in 17 55, was only 2029. The 
upper part of the pariſh, however, was ſome time ago great- 
ly depopulated, by the accumulation of ſmall farms into 
large ones. The number of births, at different periods, if 
the parochial records are to be — will appear from the 
following table : : 


Baptiſed. 


Anno. Males. Females, Total. 

1688 22: 47 

1689 25 22 47 

170 21 16 37 

1 b00> 23 369 3863 

I ieee 0. 40,131 148 

903 dr 49 *- 145 Ges 4 30. :': 1-46 
e + - JONES e len 

{rn 09380 + 2398 26 d 


„tin , | | EEE; en,; or: 1 
FOI. eat 0 Ala ny 2 . 
There is.no don of burials 3 in the pariſh; a 
fore the proportion between theſe and the births cannot be 
aſcertained. 


| 8 and Road. About four fifths of the pariſh is 
arable ; the reſt conſiſts of moors and peat moſſes. The 
moors afford excellent , paſture for ſheep, and are ſtocked 
with about 110 ſcore. Each of the moor. land farms con» 
tains ſeveral hundred acres of land; but, in the lower part 


of the pariſh, they conſiſt of about 60 or 70 acres. Both | 


foil and climate are unfavourable for improvements in agri- 
culture: The former is chiefly of a ſtiff wet clay, and in- 
cumbent moſtly on ſchiſtus; and the latter variable and cold, 


\ ' the 


{0 
tu 


2 A © 


dy 


che greateſt part of the pariſh being 700 feet above the le- 
vel of the ſea, and ſome of it ſo high as 1600. Oats, of all 


kinds of grain, give the beſt crops ; but even theſe are ren- 
dered precarious, by the late ſeed-time and harveſt. There 


is, however, much more grain produced in the pariſh, than 
is ſufficient to ſupply the inhabitants. By far too much of 


the arable land is plowed, and very little of it is properly 
drained. Although the moſt part of the pariſh is incloſed, 


yet the fences, owing to various cauſes, are extremely inſuffi- 


cient. The roads in general, are in bad repair. Two turn- 
pikes were, laſt year, drawn through the pariſh, the one 
leading from Glaſgow to London, by way of Muirkirk, Dum 


fries, &c.; and the other, from Ayrſhire to er by 
Bothwell Bridge, or Hamilton, 


Trees —There is male planting in the parifh, except at 
Calderwood, Torrance, and Kittochfide, where trees of va- 
nous kinds thrive remarkably well. There are, however, 


few farm houſes but what are ſheltered by aged trees, moſt 


of which are conſiderably large. It is thought, that if the 


tenth or twelfth part of the pariſh under planting properly 


diſpoſed.” The expoſed ſituation of the preateft pre of _ 


wY would ee to be well ſheltered. 


AR he ha bao! of late paid great attention 
to the making of ſweet milk cheeſe; and in this they have 


lucceeded remarkably well. From every farm of a plough 
of land, there is brought, at an average, to the market, 100 
ſione of cheeſe annually, equal in quality to any made in 
Scotland; it goes under the name of Dunlop cheeſe, and 
&lk, in retail, at J 3. 8 d. or 8 8. ger ſtone. The whey, pro- 
| Uced in making the cheeſe, is uſed for feeding ysung ſwine, 


fer 
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proprietors conſulted their own intereſt, they would lay the 
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for which purpoſe it anſwers extremely well: They are, 2 
few weeks before ſlaughter, fed with potatoes, beans, or. oat. 
meal, with a little water. Reared in this manner, their fleſh 
is thought to be very clean and delicious; for which reaſon, 


they bring a good price in the Glaſgow market. 


| Mechanics and Aae From the following liſt of 
artificers, it will appear, that the pariſh is well ſupplied with 
mechanics * different kinds: 


W 2 Brewer, 0 1 
- 12 Maſons, « 21 


- I Shoemakers, — 39 

- 2 Taylors, - 20 

- 1 Weavers, - 63 

- - 4 Wrighs, - 14 
88 


Moſt of the ſhoemakers, weavers, and hoſiers, are em- 
ployed by manufacturers in Glaſgow. A cotton manufactory 
was, in 1783, eſtabliſhed at the Kirktown or village of Kit 
bride, and employs about 6e hands. The yarn, which is 
all ſpun on plain or rolling jeanies, is moſtly ſold in Glaſ. 


gow. The coarſer kinds, however, are manufactured in 


Kilbride, into muſlins, but chiefly into counterpane bed- co- 
vers, which are e made here 1 in wo perfetion, 


The quarrying and burning of lime ſtone has, for time im- 
.- em ial, given employment to many induſtrious labourers 
. Fihis part of the country. There are, at preſent, 52 men 
employed in that branch; They. ſometimes work by the 


if 


e and iron toy are found i in great plenty. 


piece; but, in general, are paid in proportion to the quanti- 


s 2 


7 = 
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ty of ſtone they turn out. Each man gains about 9s. per 


week, at a medium. The quantity of lime produced, in 
1799, was 9845 chalders, which, at 68. 8 d. per chalder, a- 
mounts to 32811. 17 8. 4 d. Sterling. About 40 men are em- 
ployed in the iron ſtone mines, of which there are many in the 
pariſh. The ſtone is conſumed in the Clyde iron work. The 
mining of coal is not ſo extenſive as that of iron ſtone. 
There are two coal- works in the pariſn; the one belongs to 
Alexander Stewart of Torrance, Eſq; the other is in the lands 
of Lickprivick, the property of John Boyes, Eſq. About 
20 men are uſually. employed at both. The coals produced 
from theſe works are not ſufficient to ſupply the inhabitants 
with fuel; the deficiency is made up with excellent peats, 
with which the pariſh abounds, and with coals of the beſt 
quality from Cambuſlang, at the diſtance of a few miles. 


Wages, Proviſions, and Education, Maſons and wrights re- 
ceive from 20d. to 28. for their day's work; a common la- 
bourer 1 8. or 14 d.; a man ſervant, in the farming buſineſs, 
gets from 41. to 51, per half year; and a woman ſervant, 
21. Marketable commodities find a ready ſale in Glaſgow, 
vhich is diſtant from the village of Kilbride 7 miles and a 
half, It is owing to this, that proviſions of all kinds are 
nearly as dear as in Glaſgow. The education of youth, how- 
ever, is to be had on very eaſy terms. Engliſh is taught, at 
the public ſchool, for 14 d. per quarter z writing and arith- 
metic, at 28. z and Latin at 28. 6d. 

General Character. The people, in general, are induſtrious 
and frugal. They poſſeſs, from their forefathers, a coura- 
eus and independent ſpirit, which, as it enables them, on 
the one hand, to bear misfortunes with magnanimity, ſo it 
forbids them, on the other, to receive, with impunity, the 


Vor. III. 1 3H affronts 
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affronts that may be offered them. Being eaſy i in their cif. | 


cumſtances, they know not what it is to cringe or to flatter, 
They have ſuffered but few encroachinents on their liberty, 
either civil or religious : Of courſe their ſpirits are not bro- 
ken by meaſures hoſtile to the panda rights of men, or of 
Chriſtians. 


— 


Eminent Men.— The pariſh of Kilbride has the honour of 


giving birth to a conſiderable number of individuals, who 
have added to the credit of their families by the ſplendor of 


their names, and the importance of the high ſtations which 


they have filled in life. The camp and the court are indebted 
to the families of Calderwood and Torrance, for men of diſ. 

tinguiſhed abilities, who honourably ſupported leading cha. 
racters in their ſeveral departments. An extenſive benevo- 
lence to mankind; valour and courage, untainted by cowar- 
dice, and a deep penetration into the affairs of ſtate, reflect 
a diſtinguiſhed luſtre on their names. Nor will the name of 
HUNTER ever be forgotten by the literati of Europe. The 
late Dr William Hunter, and his brother John Hunter, Iq; 
who are juſtly ranked among the firſt in the liſt of the 
learned of the preſent age, were born at Lang Calderwood, a 
little to the north-eaſt of the church. So much has been 
ſaid of the former, that it would be needleſs here to make a 


. repetition ; it needs only be obſerved, that for great abilities, 


and uncommon ſucceſs, he was eminently diſtinguiſhed, while 
alive, as a phyſician, and that his name will be immortalized, 
as a careful enquirer into the works of nature and art. His 
collection of antiquities and natural curioſities, is not equalled, 
perhaps, by any private muſeum in Europe. His brother, 
Mr John Hunter, who has arrived at the head of his pro- 
| en x as a ſKilful ſurgeon and anatomiſt, is, by his medical 
inveſtigations 
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inveſtigations, &c. &c. daily adding honour to his name, and 
the place of his nativity. 


Diſeaſes. —There is no epidemical diſtemper peculiar to 


Kilbride. The diſeaſe, that carries off the greateſt number 


of perſons, about the middle period of life, is the conſump- 


tion. Old people affirm, that, in their forefathers days, this 
diforder was extremely rare, and ſeldom mortal. The pro- 
preſs of the diſcaſe, in this country, is generally aſcribed to 
the change of clothing, from the thick and warm Scottiſh 
plaiding, to the fine, but thin and cold Engliſh cloth, which 


now ſo much prevails. The ſmall-pox ſometimes rages with 


oreat fury. There were, in the year 1789, no fewer than 
32 children in the pariſh ſeized with that loathſome diſorder, 


and only 13, with difficulty, recovered. Inoculation, the 
beſt remedy for that mortal contagion, meets here with a bad 
reception. | Rooted prejudices, founded upon arguments, 


ſome of which are trifling, and others abſurd, influence the 
minds of the people ſo much againſt it, that they fit ſtill, in 
ſullen contentment, and fee their children cut off in multi. 


tudes. It is to be hoped, however, that natural affection, 


and a ſenſe of duty, will at length get the better of unrea. 
ſonable prejudices ; and that the period is approaching, when 
inoculation will be univerſally practiſed, by which the diſeaſe 
vill be greatly meliorated, or, perhaps, n eradicated. 


— * 


Chrch.—Thive are two places of worſhip i in the pariſh; 
the church, which was rebuilt in the year 1774, and a Re- 


lef meeting houſe at preſent building. Mr French enjoys 


the living, which amounts, excluſive of manſe aud glebe, to 


12 chalders of meal, paid in money, according to the- fiars 


of the commiſſariot of Hamilton and Campſie. The teinds 


re 0 to the Univerſity of Glaſgow, who raiſe nearly 32 
chalders. 
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chalders. The King is patron, As the Relief congregation 
is not yet properly formed, the number of diſſenters belong- 
ing to it is not known, The Reformed en has, in 
the pariſh, 45 adherents; the Antiburghers, 423 and the 
1 about 12 or 14. RA | 
Poor. — To the miniſter and elders is entruſted the fole 


management of the poor's funds in Kilbride. The method 
by which theſe funds are applied, is entirely agreeable to the 
true ſpirit of the Church of Scotland. Poor's rates, which, 
in ſome places, are the fertile ſource of corruption, and even 
of poverty itſelf, were never eſtabliſhed here. There is no 
encouragement given to idleneſs, whilſt none are allowed to 
ſtarve. Though the number of poor is conſiderable, yet it 

is no greater than might be expected, in ſo populous a pariſh, 
There are uſually about 17 who receive ſtated ſupplies, the 
1 number of whom are aged women. The monthly 
allowance of cach, is from 15s. to 6s. Sterling. A few are 
-permitted to beg within the bounds of the pariſh, Beſides 
the ſtated poor, there are a few indigent perſons, moſt of 
whom are heads of families, who get occaſional ſupplies, 28 
the ſeſſion ſees neceſſary. This, though ſmall, added to 
what they can earn by any kind of labour, enables them to 
live more comfortably in their own houſes, than they could 
poſſibly do in the beſt endowed hoſpitals. The funds for 
anſwering the above charitable purpoſes are very ſmall. 
They amounted, from the 6th of May 1786, to the fame 
* day 178), to 461. 178. 4 d.; of this, 38 J. 2s. 114 d. were 
collected at the church door; the reſt was made up of 21. 85. 

10 d. of proclamation money, with the intereſt, firſt, of 1000 
merks, mortified by the Calderwood family, to the poor 
of the pariſh, and, ſecondly, of a ſinall ſum. that has, for 


ſame years, been given out on loan, The annual amount 
= | of 
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of the poor's money is ſeldom ſo much as it was at the above 
mentioned period. The deficiency, owing to the preſent di- 
vided ſtate of the pariſh, muſt daily increaſe. In all ſeceſ- 
fons from the Eſtabliſhment, the poor, from certain motives, 
remain but too firmly attached to the church; whilſt the 
contributions of the people are directed into another chan. 
nel. | | 


i 3 
,4 


Mi 1 O be- velbn-.— The pariſh contains dert ſub- 
jects of antiquity, if old caſtles, ſepulchral tumuli, &c. may 
be received amongſt the number, Here, alſo, a wide field 
| js opened to the lovers of natural hiſtory. A great variety 

of curious foffils preſent themſelves to view. Petrifactions 
bound in almoſt every part of the pariſh, They are divid- 
ed into two kinds, viz. recent and antient. The recent com- 
prehend moſſes, &c. petrified by water, containing calcareous 

particles. The antient, or extraneous, divide themſelves in- 

to two kinds, as they once belonged to the vegetable or ani- 

mal kingdom. Of the former, there are various kinds of pine, 

c. now known by the name of the coal-ſtalk ; of the latter 
are varieties of ſhells, entrochi, fiſhes teeth, and corralloides, 
which are ſuppoſed to have —__ inhabited the antedi- 
luvian ocean *. 
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: Deſcriptions and drawings of more than a hundred va- 
_ Tieties of theſe petrifications, along with the ſubterraneous geo- 
graphy of the pariſh, and an account of its antiquities, &c. may 
be ſeen in the Hiſtory of Rutherglen and Kilbride, * A 
Glaſgow, by David Ure. 
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NUMBER IXI. 
PARISH, oF. ARROQUHAR. 
0 Conti of Danbarton.) 


By the Rev. Mr Jonx Git1spin, Miniſter of that Pariſh, 


1 Andes, ariel Retent. 


| RROQUH AR is a Celtic word, which fignifies a high 
or hilly country, It is generally pronounced, in the 


ard ſignifying high, and r a country. The name is very 
deſcriptive of the place, which is high and mountainous, 
having very little flat or arable ground in it. The extent of 
the pariſh is near 14 miles long, excluſive of 4 farms, which 
lie on the eaſt fide of Lochlomond, near the north end of it. 
The mean breadth may be computed at 3 miles. It is fitu- 
ated in the county and preſbytery of Dumbarton, and! in the 
ſynod of Glaf gow and Ayr. 


Soil, Ge and Diſeoſer.—"T he ſurface of ſome of the 
farms is ſmooth, and clothed with a beautiful verdure, inter- 
mixed with heath and bent; of others rocky, but the inter- 
mediate ſpaces afford excellent paſture for ſheep. When the 
paaſturing of black cattle prevailed here, the ſurface was moſt- 

ly covered with heath, and had a diſmal appearance; but 
ſince the introduction of ſheep, the country has aſſumed a 

different aſpect. The climate is very temperate in this place, 
e i 


Gaelic language, Arrar, which is a contraction of Ardthir, 


t 


of Arrogubar. 8 


zt being ſcreened by the mountains from the northerly 
and eaſterly winds, the cold in winter is not ſo intenſe 
2s in the low country; but there are frequent and heavy 
falls of rain from the ſouth and ſouth-weſt, accompanied 
with high winds. There are no local diſtempers preva- 


ſubject in the latter end of winter and beginning of ſpring. 


the advantages of inoculation, and to be more reconciled 
to it, though it 1s not yet much practiſed among the lower 
claſs. | h 


amounts to about 10, 600; horſes, 60; black cattle, 460. 
The ſheep, in general, are black faced, and of the Linton 
kind, The white wool has fold here, theſe two years paſt, 
at about 7 s. per ſtone of 24 lib. Engliſh weight, and the laid 
at 55, On an average, 8 or 9 fleeces of the white, and 5 
or 6 of the laid wool go to the ſtone. If a premium were 
gien annually for the beſt tups, there would be a competi- 
tion, and conſequently a conſiderable improvement made 
both on the ſheep and wool. It is expected, that the Hon, 
Board of Truſtees in Edinburgh, will give the ſame encou- 


ſome other counties in the Highlands of Scotland. 


this pariſh, on the banks of Lochlomond. But as the woods 
are generally cut about 20 or 24 years of age, there is no 
great timber in them, except. ſome ſtandards left at laſt cut- 


lent here, except fevers, to which the poorer people are 


With reſpect to the ſmall pox, the people begin now to ſee 


Sheep, Horſes, Se. The number of ſheep in the pariſh 


ragement to this diſtrict of the county of Dumbarton, for 
the improvement of the breed of ſheep, that they give to 


Tree. There is a conſiderable deal of oak growing in 


Population. 
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- Population.—In the month of. March 1791, therk were 


Ming in the pariſh of Arroquhar 379 * of whom 
there were, 


Dunder 10 years of age, | 108 
ö 
Total, 379 
eee of Births Fw | M arriages for the laſt y x H. ears, as en- 
tered i in the Pariſh Regiſter. 
Births Marriages. 

1785 33 N 
1788 10 6 
1787 11 1 

1788 19 4 | 
1789 9 4 
1790 18 9 
9 30 


From the above it appears, that there are, upon an ave. 
rage, 13 baptiſms, and 5 marriages annually. From the 
year 1769, to 1775, the average of baptiſms is nearly 12; 
but the marriages do not amount to 1 yearly. Hence it ap- 
pears, that the population of this pariſh, ſince 1769, has in- 
creaſed, which is owing, probably, to the high price of la- 
0 bour, and the encouragement given to tradeſmen and day 
| | labourers to reſide in it. There has been, however, a de- 
creaſe of 87 upon the whole, within theſe 40 years, as the 
return to Dr Webſter, in 1755, was 466, There is no * 
ſter of burials * in the pariſh, 


Heritort, 


of A Froqguhar. 433 


Heritors, Rent, &c.—There are only two heritors, one of 
whom is proprietor of nearly the whole pariſh, but does not 


refide in it. The rent, after Whitſunday next, will be near 
1200 J. Sterling. The farms, which were let in leate about 


7 years ago, and, fince that time, pay, on an average, double 
the former rent, and are ſtill increafing in value. After the 


introduction of ſheep into this country, the proprietors found 
it their intereſt, to let as much ground to one man as he 
could ſtock, ſo that the principal farms in this pariſh and 
neighbourhood are in the hands of a few. One man poſ- 
ſeſſes now what was formerly thought ſufficient for 5 or 6 


tenants, and yet the condition of the lower claſs is not ren- 


dered worſe. About 40 years ago, ſome of the tenants could 
afford to pay very little more than the public burdens for 
thele farms, which now pay a high rent to the proprietor. 
Formerly, every tackſman was bound to perform work with 


men and horſes, a certain number of days yearly, or to pay 


lo much in lieu thereof, in the option of the maſter; but in 
moſt of the leaſes, which have been granted of late, theſe 


perſonal ſervices, and the other caſualties payabfe by the te- 


ants, are converted into caſh, and included in the rent. 


Occupations —The ſmall tenants and cottagers find employ- 
ment, either in repairing the high roads along with the mili- 
tary, building dykes, manufacturing timber and barks in 
woods, or at the herring fithing, which they generally at- 
tend, from the beginning of harveſt till New n day. _ 


Prices f Labour.— On in average, the wages ; of a man fer= 
unt are 1 8. a day, from the beginning of February till the 


beginning of November, without victuals. I he day's wages 


of a wright are 18.; of a taylor 8 d.; of a carpenter 1 8. 


bd.; of a ſhoemaker 8 d.; and of a mower of hay 1s. DE... 
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ſides their maintenance. The wages of women ſeryants, in 
general, are 3d. a day; but in harveſt 6d. excluſive of their 
victuals. When they eat in their maſter's houſe, they receive, 
on an average 31. a year, and the men ſervants, about 61, 
In this pariſh they all eat in the houſe, except ſhepherds, 
who live at a diſtant corner of the farm. Theſe have a be- 
nefit from the maſter, that is to ſay, a houſe, 52 ſtones of 
meal, 2 cows graſs, ground for potatoes, and graſs for 69 
ſheep in the hill, which may amount in all to 14 1. or 15], 
Sterling per annum. To 


| Church. The pariſh of Arroquhar was originally an ap. 
pendage of the pariſh of Luſs, and was disjoined from it in 
the year 1658. The ſtipend, including the glebe, is below 
the minimum. The manſe, which is in bad repair, was built 
in the year 1754. Sir James Colquhoun of Lufs, Bart, is 
- patron, 3 Ws: | 


Poor, —The number of poor, upon the roll at preſent, is g, 


The weekly collections amount to about 7 1. Sterling a year, 
which are diſtributed, together with the intereſt of 501. Ster- 
ling, left to the poor of the pariſh, by the late Robert Car- 
michael of Broomly, and the intereſt of another ſmall ſum 
appropriated for their benefit, : 


io. The fiſh, which frequent Lochlong, are cod, had- 
docks, ſeath, lythe, whitings, flounders, mackarel, trouts, and 
herrings. Nobody in this place, a few individuals excepted, 
give themſelves the trouble of fiſhing any of theſe ſpecies, 
but the latter, which are ſometimes got in abundance. For 
theſe two ſeaſons paſt, each man employed in the herring 


fiſhing, has cleared 81. on an average, between the middle ot | 


harveſt and the 1ſt of January. 
— cf Full. 


* 


i 
0 


10. 
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Furl. The common fuel is peats, which are got in abun- 
dance in the hills. But it ſometimes happens, that after all 
the expence and trouble of caſting and fitting them up, the 
ſeaſon may be ſo wet as to put it out of the power of the 
tenants to get them home. The better ſort of farmers, who 
live near Lochlong, make uſe of coals, which coſt about 5 s: 
6d. the Glaſgow cart, including freight, &c. It is believed, 
upon the whole, every thing being Conlkdered, that they are 
cheaper _ peats. 


Prices of Proviſioris.—Thie average price of oat meal may 
de eſtimated at 1 8. per peck. Sometimes Iriſh meal is im- 
ported into Lochlong, and fold under that price; but meal 
manufactured in the country is often above it. The average 
price of butter is 9 d. per lib. ; of common cheeſe, 55. the 
ſtone tron weight; of a hen 1s.; and of eggs, 3d. the dos 


zen, The price of beef is regulated by the Glaſgow and 
Dumbarton markets. 


Reads and Bridges. — The principal roads and bridges in 
this pariſh are kept in repair at the expence of government. 
The line of road, which leads to Inverary, being the moſt 


; public, is kept in good order; but the line from Tarbert, 


leading to Tyndrum, is much neglected. In ſeveral places, 
particularly at the point of Farkiz, and at Craig-an- aren, the 
road has been ill planned. Inſtead of bringing it up a ſteep 
kill, it ſnould have been brought, at both places, round the 
point along the ſide of the loch, which would not have been 
much longer, and might have been executed at nearly as lit- 
tle expence as the preſent line. It is much wiſhed, that the 
toads in theſe places may be ſoon altered, and the pulls taken, 
off, which are ſo inconvenient for travellers, and ſo oppreſſive 
to horſes, The 2 toads are kept in repair at the ex- 


pence 
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pence of the tenants and cottagers. Laſt year the former 
were aſſeſſed at the rate of 118. for every 301. of real rent. 
This aſſeſſment varies according to circumſtances. The l. 
timatum is 128. for every ploughgate, or 30 l. Sterling of 
rent, which the commiſſioners of ſupply cannot exceed. The 
latter pay from 18. 6d, to 28. 6 d. according to their abili- 
ties. The bye- roads in Arroquhar might be kept in good 
repair with the one half of the money levied in it, or per. 
haps with leſs; notwithſtanding, the aſſeſſment is as high as 
it is in theſe pariſhes within the diſtrict, where the roads are 


bad, (the truſtees having it in their power, to appropriate the | 


ſurplus money to any other part of the diſtrift, where they 
think it neceſſary), which is conſidered as a grievance, 


 Poſis, —Every night, about 8 o'clock, (Wedneſday except- 
ed), a poſt arrives from Inverary, and another, at the ſame 
ume, from Dumbarton. Theſe are ſucceeded by other two, 
who wait their arrival, and ſet out ſoon after with the mails. 
They meet near the head of Lochlong, where they are all 
ſtationed, (which is half way between the poſt towns, or 22 
miles diſtant from each), and ſucceed one another alternate- 


ly. There being no allowance made for horſes, they are 


obliged to travel on foot, which is a laborious taſk in winter. 
It very rarely happens, however, that the ſnow is ſo deep on 
the road as to ſtop travellers. In March 1782, the commu- 
nication between Dumbarton and Inverary was interrupted 
for a few days 3 but ſuch a fall of ſnow, ſo uncommon at 
that ſeaſon, may not happen again in a century. 


Language. — Both the Gaelic and Engliſh languages are 
ſpoken here. The former is moſt prevalent, and is beſt un- 


derſtood, particularly by the old people. The names of 


places are Gaelic, and deſcriptive of their local ſituation. 
General 
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of Arroqubar. 


pariſh are Macfarlanes, who have always had, till of late, a 
frong attachment to the laird, as their chief; and while this 


nent features in their character. Several circumſtances, how- 
ever have occurred, to deſtroy the influence of the feudal 
ſyſtem in this place. The military roads, which were made 
after the year 745, opened a free communication with other 
parts of the kingdom, and an intercourſe with ſtrangers. 
The conſequence of this was, that the mind expanded by 
degrees, to embrace, within its graſp, people of other deno- 
minations, and to weaken that prejudice which it conceived 
in favour of an individual, and a particular clan. The ſet- 
tlement of ſome graziers here, from the low country, contris 


it firſt conſidered by the natives as aliens, and invaders of 
property, to which they had no natural right, being neither 
| lineal deſcendents, nor collateral branches of the Macfarlane 
race. Such was their antipathy to their new neighbours, 
that they made ſeveral abortive attempts to extirpate them, 
This, however, gradually ſubſided, and they lived together 
afterwards in habits of friendſhip. The ſale of the eſtate 
of Arroquhar, which happened ſome years ago, contributed 
aſo not a little to extinguiſh the remains of that ſyſtem of 
barbarity, which ſo long retarded the progreſs of civilization 
in Europe. In proportion as it loſt its influence, the manners 


well bred, honeſt, induſtrious, and not addicted to an immo- 
derate uſe of ſpirituous liquors. 


General Character. The greater part of the people u te 


ſubſiſted, miſanthropy and ferocity of manners were promi- 


buted likewiſe to produce thoſe happy effects. They were 


of the people changed to the better. They are now civil, 
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NUMBER LXIV. 
PARISH OF FERN. 
(County of Angus.) 

y the Rev. Mr Jonx GILLANDERS. 
N Name, Situation, and Extent. 
HIS pariſh is ſuppoſed to take its name from a Gaelic 


word which fignifies farm; probably in alluſion to 
the quality of the ſoil, which is, in general, very good, and 


which might then be ſuperior in fertility to the neighbour- | 


ing diſtricts. Others derive it from a word in the fame lan- 
guage, fignifying the den; and if it was meant to apply to 
that part where the church ſtands, it is very characteriſtic, 
as it is ſituated in a low place, of an elliptical form. The ex- 
tent of this pariſh is about 2 miles from eaſt to weſt, and 5 


from ſouth to north. It is ſituated 6 miles from Brechin, 


(the ſeat of the preſbytery), and lies in the county of Angus 
or Forfar. TY” ee Ree 


Soil, Climate, &c,—The greater part of the ſurface b 


light loam, and has a good expoſure; the reſt, which may 
comprehend a farm or two, has a clay bottom, In the hilly 
parts there are 5 ſheep farms. The ſheep walks are whole- 
ſome, few dying of the rot, or by any hurtful herbs, The 
climate, for this northern latitude, is mild and temperate, 


particularly towards the ſouth z in the hilly parts, ſomewhat | 


more 


more ſharp, and cold ; yet the whole is accounted ſalubrious, 
there being no ſtanding lakes or marſhes, which are often ſo 


good old age. 


in the pariſh, the Cruick and the Noram. The former has 
its ſource in it, and both abound with black trouts. The 
hills abound with the ordinary game of the Grampians. A- 
bout 25 years ago, it had a very naked appearance: There 
was no timber of any ſort, but a few planes and aſhes, in the 


ral hundred acres laid out in plantations of Scottiſh fir, and 
hard n all in a dans. ſtate. 


Cattle Ada are about 120 or 130 horſes employed in 


wool ſells, one year with another, from 148. to 20s. per 
tone, | 


the hills. and drive ſome coals from the neareſt ſea-port 
towns, Montroſe and Arbroath. Within theſe few years, 
there has been diſcovered, in the grounds, of the principal 
proprietor, a ſlate quarry, of a light blue colour, and pretty 
had. A few cart loads have been taken out of it, but no 
farther trial has been as yet made. 


been on the decreaſe. Many petty farms being con- 
rerted into one, numbers of families have been driven. into 
the towns ; and farms that formerly ſupported 5 or 6 fami- 

less 


fatal to health. Of courſe, diſeaſes ariſing from colds and 


damps are not frequent, and the people, in general, live to a 


Rivers, Hills, and Trees. There are two burns or rivulets 


old taſte, round the garden dykes; but now there are ſeve- 
huſbandry, from 2 to 4 in a plough. On the ſheep farms 


above 800 ſheep are kept, of different breeds; and their 


Fuel and Foſſils, —The tenants have peat and furze from | 


Population, —For ' theſe 30 years paſt the PTR has 
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lies, are poſſeſſed only by one. The whole number of fouls, 
young and old included, is about 490. The return to Hr 
| Webiter, in 1755, was 500, but the amount was probably 
more conſiderable. The marriages laſt year amounted 
to 4, the births to 9, and the deaths to 7. There are : 3 be 
makers in the pariſh, 4 taylors, and 4 weavers, wn 


Heritors and Rent.— There are only 4 heritors; two occu- 
py their own lands, a third has only one farm, all the reſt of 
the pariſh is the property of one gentleman. The lands let 
at from 5s. to 25 8 per acre The valve rent is 23 4l. 38, 
4 d. Scots, or 1921. 16s, 114d. . The real rent, 
as now PG has not been aſcertained. 


I, Arier The crops chiefly raiſed are oats, peaſe, bar- 
ley, lint, and graſſes; for the moſt part clover and rye-graſs, 
The ſeed time commences the 1 of March, and the harveſt 
commonly in Auguſt. The principal proprietor has bound 
his tenants to.a certain rotation of crops, and to incloſe about 
two thirds of their farms with ſtone dykes, the value, of which 


is to be paid for, at the end of their leaſes, by the landlord, | 
They are alſo thirted to the mill for what corn they conſume 


in their tamilles. 


| Church and Poor. The ſtipend is 1000 merks Scots 
paid in victual, beſides an allowance for communion elements 
in money. The manſe has been lately repaired, and the of- 

fices rebuilt. The poor are ſupported by the weekly collec- 
tious, the intereſt of their funds, and ſome grain from a mor- 
tification. | 


Wage: 
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81. a year; houſe. 
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61. to 


bold ſervants, nearly as much. Cottagers, who work daily to 
their maſtefs, have; for wages, ſome land laid dow with graſs 
for a cow or mare, or permiſſion to feed with the farmer's 


omn cattle ; their fuel led, with a houſe and yard free. 
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viuals. Farm fetvaris get from 
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By the Rev. Mr Gon Dbox STEwarT, Miniſter of that Pariſh, t 


Pn IEEE 
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Name, Situation, Extent, &c. 

E pariſh of Bonhil is ſituated in the county and 
8 prefbytery of Dumbarton. It is 4 and one half miles in 
length, and about 4 miles in breadth, forming nearly a ſquare. 
The ancient mode of ſpelling the name of the pariſh was 
Buneil, which, in the opinion of fome judges of the Gaelic 
language, means a bottom or hollow, Others imagine, that it 
ſignifies. the furgeor's reſidence, as the antient family of Len- 
nox had a manſion houſe in the pariſh, and ſeveral places 
derive their names from their ſervants and dependants, 
Bonhil was erected into a pariſh by that family . The 
original diſtriẽt was very ſmall, and, about the middle of 
the laſt century, lands were disjoined from the pariſhes of 
Luſs and Kilmarnock, and annexed te that of Bonbil. 


® The time of its. ere&ion is mentioned either in Keith's Hil- 
tory of the Biſhops, or in Duncan Stewart's Hiſtory of the 
| Stewarts, vol. 2d The three Tullicheum, Stockragent, Ca- 
meron, and Anchindinnans, were disjoined from the pariſh 0 
Luſs ; the lands of Balloch, Ledreſtbeg. Bellagan, and Blur- 
hich, were disjoined from the pariſh of Kilmarnock. 


* 
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The ſouth end of Loch:Lomond is fureGulidh by part 
of it ; but a deſcription of that lake will more properly 
belong to another pariſh, This part of the lake, with the 
Leven which iſſues from it, divide the pariſh any into two 
equal parts. _ 


River.—The Leven, though not fo large as the Tweed or 


the Tay, may be reckoned amongſt the large rivers 'in Scot- 
land. It is remarkable for the ſoftneſs of its water, and the 


dearneſs of its ſtream, "Thoſe who are judges of the Gaelic 
language, derive its name from the words Le, which ſignifies 
ſmooth or ſoft, and Avon, a river. It iflues from Loch-Lo. 
mond at Balloch, and falls into the Frith of Clyde at Dum- 
barton Caſtle, In a ſtreight line from the lake to the Clyde, 


it will meaſure about 5 miles; but the courſe of the Leven, 


owing to its windings, will be more than 9 miles. The fall 
from the lake to the Clyde is 22 feet. The river is notwith- 
ſtanding navigable for one half of the year. The tide comes 
up the river more than a third of its length; and where the 


tide fails, the veſſels are drawn up the river with horſes, 


Theſe veſſels are conſtructed long and narrow, on purpoſe for 
the navigation, of the Leven, in order to draw little water, 


They are chiefly employed in bringing coals and lime, and 
other heavy articles, to the manufacturers, and to the gentle- 


men who reſide upon the banks of the Leven and of the lake ; 
and in carrying down the wood and barks that grow upon the 


banks, with ates from the flate quarries in the pariſh of 
Lass. 1 


Fi — The Leven produces ſalmon, parr, and a variety of 
trout, and other ſmall fiſh. The ſalmon it produces are 


reckoned among the beſt in Scotland. Whether this is 


ing to eg ſhortneſs of the run ou the * or their com · 


ing | 
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1 Statiſtical Acequnt 


ing into che riyer exriy in the ſeaſapy is pneertain, - When 
the ſeaſon is mild, there are ſalmon in the river in the end 
of December, The greateſt number is taken in the months 
of March and April. The largeſt ſalmon ever taken in the 
Leven weighed 45 lib. troy weight. The ſalmon fiſhing in 
that part of the Leven which lies in the pariſh of Bonhil, 


rented, about 59 years ago, at 300 merks. The laſt leaſe v zt 


_ the pate of 1501. Sterling. This riſe of rent has not been on- 
ing to the increaſe of ſalmon in the river; but bas principally 
priſen from two cauſes, the great riſe in the price of falmay, 
and the greater attention that has been paid to the fiſhery, 
with the improved methods which have been zdopted. The 
price of ſalmon here depends upon the Edinburgh and Gh. 
go markets. In the beginning of the ſeaſon, or before the 
Grſt e of May, 2 conſiderable quantity are ſent over land to 
Perth, pod rom thencs to n 


There i is at a 2 law ſuit depending about the _ to 
the trout fiſhings in the Leven. The queſtion is, whether a 
charter from the Crown, granting the ſalmon and ether fiſhings 
in the Leven, gives an excluſive right to the trout fiſhings ? Or 
whether trouts are to be reckoned among the res nullius, or 
to be conſidered as annexed to land, and that every proprie- 
jor has a right to the trout fiſhing oppoRite to his Rye 


tat: The return to Nr Webſter, in 1755, was go! 
| ſouls, From a liſt of the inhabitants, taken in January 1791, 
it appears that they amounted to 23 10 in all. Of that num- 
ber there were 562 under 10 years of age. In the year 1790, 
there were 82 births, 47 burials, and 21 marriages, whereof 
there were only 9 inſtances, in which both parties belonged 
to the pariſh, There is an imperfe record of births, as far 
back as the year 1677, from which it appears, that there 

| | — 5 


' 
, 
, 
f 
7 
e 
| 
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nere 38 hirths that year. The population of the-pariſh hag 
been fince decreaſing, until 1768, when the firſt printfield 
was greited. There were only 27 births that year, and, by 
z liſt of the inhabitants, taken in 1769, the population wat 
about 640 abpve 6 years of age. It has varied ſince 1968, 
according to the hriſkneſs or dulneſs of manufactures; and 
therefore, if the liſt of the inhabitants had been taken dur, 
ing the ſummer, the population would hays been n 100 
ſouls more than are above ſtated. 


: Pre ſoes—Of the FREE number there are 9g employ- 
ed by the three printfields, hereof 507 are women; befides 
63 boys and girls under 10 years of age. It is not eaſy to ſtate 
the number employed at the bleachfields, as it varies ſo much 
at different ſeaſans af the year. Beſides theſe, there are 4 
ſmiths, 15 ſhagemakers, 12 taplors, 21 wrights, and 6 millers 
of different kinds ; 2 diſtillers, 4 exciſe officers, 8 — 
md 14 2 of alchopſes, 


_ Manafafturs-rr- Some peculiag 8 in the water af 
Len, hays encouraged ſeveral magufacturerz to ſettle ig 
this pariſh. The Leven is remarkable for the ſoftneſs of ity 
yater, Which fits it, in à pecyliar manner, for the purpoſes af 
bleaching. It is ſeldom gx never muddy, as the rivers and 
burns, from the Highland hills, fall firſt into Loch-Lamong, 
where the mug they carry alopg with them ſubſides. It is pot, 
therefors, ſubject to the ſudden riſings and fallings whigh 
moſt other rivers are liable to. By gradually riſing and fal: 
ling, it is fitted for the different kinds of machinery, which 
ws ſo convenient and neceſſary for carrying on the many. 
hQures, There are at preſent 3 priptficlds, and 4 bleach- 
 belds in the parith. The duties paid to government from = 
| them for one yr, dns 5th July 1790, amounted ta 

oY | 8971. 


l 
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8971 L 95 ; thoſe of this laſt year, ending zth Joly 101. 
to 13,2961. 8s. 4 d.; from which it is evident, that the 


trade has increaſed rapidly, From theſe duties, a calculation 


may be made of the value of the goods manufactured. By 
a ſtatement laid before the Houſe of Commons, a few years 
ago, the duties upon printed linens and muſlins were ſuppoſ. 
ed to be equal to 10 per cent. of the whole value. There 
can be no calculation made of the value of the a 7 bleach. 
ed on the banks of the river. 


The firſt printfield on the Leven was begun about the year 
1768 3 the other two were erected a few years ago. A: firſt, 
| the printing b. ſineſs was ala oſt wholly confined to handker- 
_ chiefs, and in theſe no great variety of coiours was attempted; 
it was all done by what is called block printing. They after · 

wards erected copperplate preſſes. Theſe preſſes were at firſt 
driven by the hand; but as they required great force, the man 


who drove the preis was obliged to reſt frequently: This kept 


the other 2 idle, for there were 3 men employed about every 
| preſs. Io remedy this, they have conſtructed ſome preſſes to 
be driven by water, one of which, driven by 2 men, can print 


from 20 to 30 dozen of handkerchiefs in one hour. Theſe 


_ preſſes, at firſt, were almoſt wholly employed in printing 


| handkerchiefs ; but of late they have improved them, ſo as 


to print two or more colours upon their fineſt linens and 
muſlins, leaving the ſprigs and flowers to be put on after- 
wards by the block printers. At the printfields upon the 
Leven, they have contrived, of late, to do a great deal of 
work by machinery driven by water, which formerly vas 


done by the hand, and at great expence. Their calicoes, for 


variety and fineneſs of colour, are reckoned the firſt in Bri- 


tain; the neighbourhood: of London itſelf can ſcarcely be ex- 


cepted. 
EXAFS Wages. 
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daten. For ſome years after the firſt printfield was erect» 
&d, the buſineſs was conducted upon a imall ſcale, and that 
part of it, which is properly called the printing, was almoſt 
nholly done by apprentices, bound tor the term. of 7 Fears, 
at the rate of 3s per week for the tirſt 3 years, and 4s, for 
the laſt, 4 years. The common labourers had, in general, 
19d. per day. Some years ago, ſeveral new printfields were 
reſted. in Scotland, and the trade came to be greatly extend - 
ed and improved by the old ones, which occaſioning a great 
demand for journeymen, their wages roſe amazingly. For 
ſome years paſt, the wages of a journeyman may be ſtated at 
188. per week; and thoſe of a common labourer at the print- 
fields, may be reckoned at 68. per week. Thoſe who have 
acquired any degree of {kill in bleaching or "_ may get 
adout 78. e * 


Of the 3 3 at the Windes, 1 is a 
u equal number of both ſexes. The wages given to 
| the women, at firſt, were generally at the rate of 3 8. per 
week, They are now in general paid by the piece, and they 
may be ſaid to earn 148. per month, at an average, The 
greater part of the women are employed in pencilling. A 
great variety of colours cannot be put upon the printed cloth 
vithout the aſſiſtance of the pencil. The boys and girls 
hae, in general, 6 s. 8 d. 9800 month; a very few of them 
are 8 8. to ad Wu 


okra operative manufacturers were employed by. 
their maſters at day's, wages; but the maſters, for ſome time 
paſt, have found it their intereſt ro give ſo much money for 
| the piece of work, and to leave it to the operative hands to 
© much or little, as they chooſe. As ſoon as the trade, came 


do be put upon this footing, lame of the operative, people 
1 diſcovered 
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diſcovered amatiüg induſtry, and fade dery great wages; al. 
though the thaſtets had the ſaine quaiitity of Work done fot 
leſs money, than formerly when the men were dt days wages. 
For theſe two yeats paſt, however, thets have been violent 
iſpuites between the maſters alid ſervants, about the prict 
for the different pietes of work; the inaſtefs; 6n the 644 
| hand endeavoiiting to redute the prites, and to lower tht 
wages, to what they thought the trade could bear j aud the 
ſervants; on the other, ehdeavouring to Ketp up the prices 
and entering into thoſe illegal eombinitions; that are 100 be. 


eome ſo cotmoti among the manufactuferꝭ of this country, 


Among other manoeuvres; they appointed à committee of 
their number, from the different prititficlds in the weſt of Sebt. 
land; to meet and to repulate the prices; which they were t6 d. 
dlige their maſters to give for the different pieces of Fork, They 
were to allow no perſons to be employed, but ſuch as came 
under certain regulations which they had framed; and, that 
the number of hands might not inereaſt too faſt, the maſters 
were not to be allowed to take in more apprentices, than tlie 
operative ſervants thought ptoper: Thefe: meafures obliged 
the maſters to commence proſecutions, and to impriſon ſome 
of their hands laſt ſummer, and a kind of compromiſe has 
been made between the maſters and ſervants fot a time; but it 


eomplete fubjeCtion to the other, before the trade can be up- 

on a proper or fure footing. The apprentices to the print- 

ing buſineſs are, after the firſt or ſecond year, generally em- 

| ftoyed at piece work ; and, from the prices that are allowed 
them, they can make from 88. to tos: per week. 


Manmeri.— Frem this change in the wages of the manu. 
faCtarers upon the banks of the Leven, it will be eafily ſup- 


Peta, aut hen gunger and mods ef living his undes 


ſome 


will be cafily foreſeen, that one of the parties ninſt be in 


ſome change. At firſt they were remarkable” for forty: : 
Their principal food was porridge and potatoes; even milk 
and bread was conſidered as a luxury. They diſplayed their 
zeal and their learning in declaiming againſt patronage and 
Arminian preaching; and the man who was able to ſpare 
ſome money to ſupport a diflenting clergyman, came to con- 
kder himſelf as a man of conſequence. In proceſs of time re- 
Igious diſputes came in ſome meaſure to be neglected or for- 
gottenz and then, like moſt other manufacturers, they came 
to be extravagant in the articles of dreſs, tea, and {| piritous li- 
quors, &c. They are only beginning, however, to ule butcher 
meat. It may appear paradoxical, but it is a fact, that among 
the common labourers, who receive moderate wages, there are 
many who fave a little money ; whereas, among thoſe bg 
receive great wages, ſuch inſtances are more rare. 


24 


Villages, — There are two villages built in the pariſh, beſides 
ſereral houſes built upon feus, or long leaſes, by the manu. 
faturers adjoining the printfields. In one of the villages, 

the houſes are built upon feus, at the rate of 81. per acre z 
in the other, upon a leaſe of 99 years, at the rate of 61. per 
zere. The grounds occupied by the printfields and bleach. | 
helds, are feued at the rate of 21. 10 8. per acre. Some of 
the ground, adjacent to the villages and printfields, Is rented 


p at 21, per acre, 
nt. k 
m- Rent —The valued rent of the pariſh is 21801, 9 s. 2 d. 
ed Scotch, © It is impoffible to ſay exactly what the real rent 
may be, as a great deal of the land is in the proprietor's own 
hands ; ; but it is ſuppoſed to be about 2 2500 J. een 
ſup⸗ Soil and Piles Tha periſh is all incloſed and f ubdivid- 
ONE ed. The ſoil, as in moſt others, is various. The low ground, 
ome 


Vor. 1 — upon 
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upon the banks of the Leven and the lake, is partly a rich Ioam, 
and partly a light gravel. The riſing ground is more wet, 
| and tilly, and ſome. part of it covered with heath. The pro- 
duce of the ground i is barley or bear, oats, peaſe, potatoes, 
and turnips, with a ſmall quantity of wheat and flax ; but 
the greater part of the land i is either under hay, or in paſ- 
ture. | 
Mood. There are about 250 acres planted with Scotch 
Hrs and larix, A cutting of the natural wood, at 20 years 
of age, is worth about 23501. Sterling. The aſh tree, in the 
church yard of Bonhill, deſerves a particular deſcription, be- 
ing no leſs remarkable for its uncommon fize, than for its 
extenſive ſpreading, and the regularity of its branches. The 
trunk is 9 feet in length, the girth, immediately above the 
ſurface of the ground, is 25 feet; about 3 feet above the 
ſurface it meaſures 193 feet; and, at the narroweſt part, 18 
feet. It divides into 3 great branches; the girth of the 
largeſt is 11 feet; of the ſecond, 10; and of the third, 9 
feet 2 inches. The branches hang down to within a few 
feet of the ground, and, from the extremity of the branches 
on the one fide, to that of thoſe on the other, it meaſures 
no leſs than g feet. There is another large aſh tree in the 
pariſh, though it is greatly decayed, only the trunk, and part 
of ſome of the branches remaining. The trunk is about 11 
feet in length; the girth, immediately above the ſurface of 


the ground, is 33 feet; at the narroweſt. part it meaſures 19: 


feet 10 inches. The proprietor has lately fitted up a room 
in the inſide of it, with benches around, and 3 glaſs win- 
dows. The diameter of the room is 8 feet 5 inches, and 
from 10 to 11 feet high, 


Mal. 


” — —— Das 2 4 an 


„ 


of Bonhil. 451 


Mills. — There are 3 corn mills in the pariſh ; at one of 
which they have erected machinery for making pearl barley, 
and for grinding \ wheat and madder. There is likewiſe a mill 
for drefling flax, and they are erecting machinery for grind- 
ing logwood. 


| Cattle. —There are about 160 horſes, and about 100 ſheep 
in the pariſh; but it is impoſſible to ſay any thing with cer- 


tainty reſpecting the number of black cattle, as it varies ſo 
much at the different ſeaſons of the year, many being brought 
from the Highlands i in the beginning of ſummer, and flaugh- 
tered in the end of the ſcaſon, 


cel fal State and School, — The ſtipend is 825 bolls of 


victual, and about 27 l. in money, paid by a decreet in the 


year 1654. The kirk was built in the year 1747, and the 
manſe in the 1758. The Duke of Montroſe is patron. The 
ſchoolmaſters ſalary is 200 merks. There is no diſſenting 
meeting houſe i in the pariſh; but there is a kirk of relief in 
the neighbouring pariſh of Kilmarnock, which is attended 


by 210 perſons, above 6 years of age, from this pariſh. There 
is allo a Burgher Seceding mecting houſe in the pariſh of 


Cardroſs, which is frequented by 180 perſons from that of 
Bonhill. There are likewiſe a few Antiburgher Seceders, 
and 6 or 7 Covenanters. 


2 —The number of heritors | is 27, the greater part 
of whom have but ſmall properties ; the reſt being divided a- 
mong g or 10, who generally reſide, the greater part of the 
year, in the pariſh. 


Par. — The number of poor is from 30 to 33. The funds 
for lupporting them are, a capital of tomething : above 300 l. 
Sterling, 
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Sterling, which is lent out at intereſt; and the ordinary col. 
3 bn nan: with the dns * and N fines 


5. WH Sq 


2 year. 


Fuel. — The companies get their coals by water. A cart, 
weighing 12 cwt. coſts 5 s. Sterling. The operatives, who 
get them in ſmall quantities, and by land, from Dumbarton, 
Pay Gs, per cart. The farmers carry their coals in carts about 
13 or 14 miles, and pay 28. 6d. at the pit, Coals are alſo 
got ſome miles nearer, but of an inferior quality, at 18 d. per 
cart at the pit. 


Antiquities —The antient family of Lennox had a Sante 
| houſe at the ſouth end of Loch-Lomond ; but nothing re- 
mains at preſent but the foſſé, which is till entire. The tra- 
| dition i is, that the materials of the manſion were carried from 
this place to one of the iſlands of the lake, to build a caſile 
there, as a place of greater ſafety, and where a conſiderable 
part of the building ſtill remains, though in ruins, They 
had another houſe in the pariſh, which is entire, and is at 
preſent poſſeſſed by Mr Yule of Darleith. Som its Gtas, 
tion, and from the ſmallneſs of its ſize, it is ſuppoſed to have 
been kept as a hunting ſeat. There is no inſcription to aſcer- 
tain the date; but it is believed to have been built by the 
antient family of Lennox, before the eſtate came into the 
poſſeſſion of the Stewarts, The whole lands in the pariſh 
formerly belonged to the family of Lennox; but in the 15th 
century, the Darnly family, by marriage, got one half of the 
eſtate, and the titles. Lhe other half went to the Ruſky 
family. This laſt half was afterwards divided between the | 
families of Napier and Gleneagles. The Darnly family got 


the 2 part of this pariſh. That of Gleneagles get 
ſome 
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ſome farms, whereof they are ſtill in poſſeſſion of the ue 
riority, along with conſiderable feu duties. 


Miſcellaneous Olfervatios,—The oldeſt inhabitant at pre- 
ſent in this pariſh, is a man of 87 years of age.—There are 
two licenced diſtillers in it. The woods are famous for the 
number of woodcocks that frequent them during winter; 
and the river and lake for a great variety of ſea fowl. In ſe. 


vere ſeaſons ſwans frequent the lake.—Inchmarin, one of the 


iſlands in Lochlomond, is at an equal diſtance from the pa- 
riſhes of Bonhill, Luſs, Kilmarnock, and Buchanan. Some 
parts of Lennoxſhire, now Dumbartonſhire, were formerly 
annexed to Stirlingſhire. From this circumſtance, it i is not 


determined to what county it belongs; and as it pays no ſti- 
pend, it is equally undetermined to what pariſh. It is the 


largeſt iſland in the lake; is about 2 miles long, and from 


half a mile to one mile broad. It is beautiful, and finely 
wooded. The Montroſe family uſe it as a deer park, where 
they keep about 200 fallow deer. The ruins of the caſtle, 


tormerly belonging to the Lennox family, are ſtill upon this 


land, The perſon, who has the charge of the woods and 
the deer, refides with his family upon it. Some years ago, 


many perſons difordered in their ſenſes, were ſent to it as to 
a place of confinement ; and thoſe of the fair ſex, who were 


ſo unfortunate as to give pregnant proofs of their frailty, 
were ſent here to avoid the reproach of the world. At that 
time the neighbouring clergyman, who happened to be a 
ſtrict diſciplinarian, and very zealous againſt fornicators, 


claimed Inchmarin as belonging to his charge : But owing to 
complaints of abuſe, the proprietor, for ſome time paſt, has 
not allowed his forreſter to take lod us 
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Statiſtical Account 


NUMBER XVI. 
PARISH oF DALZIEL, 
n of Lanark ). 


2 the Rev. Mr Roguny euer, 5 


a 7 | | Etymology of the Name. S: : 
13 periſh is ſuppoſed, by ſome, to have got its name 
1. from the anceſtors of the Dalziels, Earls of Carnwath, 
Omen ſay the name is of Celtic origin, and ſigniſies whit 
Feld in the Gaelic language, which they ſuppoſe it has ob- 1 
tained from a kind of white vegetable ſcurf, which grows " 
over the clay ſoil, before it is ſweetened by cultivation. But 8 
whether the pariſh, has given the firname to that family, or 'Y 
derived its name from them, it is certain that the barony was 1 
veſted in them by a charter from King Robert III. in the it 
year 1395» It appears, by an old charter till extant, that it 10 
had before been in the hands of a family of the name of 
Sandilands, in the reign of Malcolm Canmore, and had af 
terwards come to be in the gift of the Crown, whether from 
failure of heirs, or forfeiture, is not known, There is 2 tre- 
dition, that at an early period, a baron of the name of Niſbit 
alſo held ſome part of the pariſh. The Dalziels retained ha 

_ theſe lands till the year 1600, when they were {old to James Ty 
Hamilton, the brother of Sir John Hamilton of Orbiſton, n 
who was Lord Juſtice Clerk in the reign of Charles I.; and 


# deſcendant of that gentleman is the . proprietor- pe 
i Ge It 


of Datel. 


Mr Hamilton holds the whole pariſh immediately of the 
Crown, and is proprietor of about eleven-twelfths of it. 
The remainder is held of him in feu. He i is alſo poem of 
the pariſh, and ritular of the tythes. - 14 
| veg 

Situation and Extent: —This parifh is ſituated in the midi 
ward of the connty of Lanark, in the prefbytery of Hamit 
ton, and ſynod of Glafgow and Ayr. It is of an oblong fi- 
pure, and would be pretty regular, if it were not for a part 
of the pariſh of Hamilton, lying on the ſame fide of the 


Clyde, indented in it, and almoſt interſecting it. There is a 
tradition, that this part was digjomed from the pariſh of 
Dalziel, on account of the miſdemeanours of a curate, who 


was then incumbent. Why it was not reſtored to his ſtic- 
ceflors is not known. It would have been convenient that 
it had been ſo, for the living is very fmall. The whole 
ength, from ſouth eaſt to north weſt, is about 4 miles, and 
the breadth about 2. Mr Hamilton's eſtate, including roads, 
&c, contains 2113 Scotch acres, and the other properties 
being about a twelfth more, makes the whole 2289 acres. 
The diſtance from Glafgow is about 13 miles, from Lanark 
about 12, and no part of the pariſh is above 4 from Hamik 
tos. | ET: 


Surface, Soil, &c.—The land is low, and the ſurface even 


and regular, being varied only here and there by gentle in- 
equalities, It riſes moderately from the two rivers Clyde 


and Calder, by which it is bounded, to a kind of flat ridge, 


having always fufficient declivity to carry off the water. 
There is ſcarcely any part of it much more than 150 feet 
above the level of the ſea. On account of this, and the na- 
ture of the ſoil, fnow ſeldom lies here. It frequently hap- 
Pens, that while the nerghbourip 8 fields lie buried under a 


White 


M 
Wt 
< 
"1 
3 
r Cl 
3 
£4 
Wb +} 
1 Bk 
N 
; 
fl 19 > 
RIB 
(IP 
W344 
wt 208 
SEE 
yh A 
_ (6,51, 0008 
wo 1 
1 
7 14% 
e 
Wh 
"7K 7 SY 
LT 
REES 
TO 
nin 
el 
0 * 
PM 
e 
tld $ 4 
N . - 
N * 
„ 
„ 
+ 
4 5 
« 2 
ju 
: 0 "XY 

8 a 

"= — 

I 

"RE 3 

e 

3 
37 # 59 
As >.. 
"$I 
i — ** 
- 14-6] 
15 . 
N * 
3.40 
<5 "##% 4 
33-7; BÞ 
— 4&3 
TL 
1492 3% 
"7. 4Y 
1-33 
1 
N LS 
448 3 
WR". 7 
18 
"FE h 
1 Nin 
1 6 SY 
5 bo! . 
. 
Wen 
ILINY 
HANS 
"Io 5 
* 
+ 704 e 
; yy « 
n 
WES 174 
db 1 
, 1 
0 o A & 
* 
LOSE 
1 
> 4,38 
& + 
bale 
"+ 
4 : ML 
* ** 
4 2 
LT OO 
Ln 2 
e 

i HSE 

$8 

2 9 

33 1 

74 
1 
fp 
Be + 
\ + 
"RY 
3.35 
8 
„ 
eee 

© waa ” 

4 LE 7. 

5 * » 
n 
* 43 
+ X83 
Ba 47 

. Word © 
+ FESTIVE 

52) c> {> 

n 
- 1 SEP 

$54#SI 8 

134. 
Fx BY 
kn. 
* 
. 
U 
1 
$i 
£8 

CRE 
, Rs 

£1 ak 4 

uz 

Al 4 
N 
ob + 52 
OS 

LBS 
Nn 
N 
een 
4 10" | - 
1 

EY 

AT * 
. 
* 

7 75 j 

Dein 

rin 
ARS 
b. 
115 
1 
4 7 
1 
10 
+ 
"F 
Ay 
$4” 
* ” 
wrt 
1 io 
* 3 
1 
* — 
N. 
* 

1 9 

. " 

{ * d 

1 ot + 
1981 
Ke 1 
Sys 
1-2 
„ 
i 
5 
4+ 
3:4 7 
Mb. 
© 
1 
1 
189 
454 
1 
11 
: hh 
a 
% Ll 
Fo 
i. 4 


ass% Statiſtical Account 


white covering, here alone a mild verdure appears. The 
banks of the Clyde, all along this pariſh, are low, with fine 
vallies or meadows along the fide of the river, except in one 
place, where there is a bold rocky bank for about 300 or 400 
yards, Upon the top of this bank, the father of the preſent 
proprietor, apprehended, from the veſtige of a trench, incloſ- 
ing a ſpot of an oblong figure, about the fourth part of an 
acre, that he diſcovered ſomething like the remains of a Ro- 
man Caſtellum or outpoſt, and built a little temple or ſum- 
mer houſe, as well to perpetuate that circumſtance, as for the 
ſake of the variety of magnificent landſcapes to be ſeen from 
the ſpot; as it commands a view of Hamilton houſe, the 
town of Hamilton, and the finety diverſified fields around 
them; and alſo an extenſive proſpect both up and down the 
river, taking in a great number of grand and beautiful ob- 
jets. This commanding ſituation ſeemed to favour the con. 
jecture, that it had been an outpoſt belonging to a pretorium, 
or Roman camp, in another part of this pariſh to be after 
mentioned. When the ditch was cleared out, nothing was 
_ diſcovered but a quantity of vitrified cinders reſembling the 
droſs of a ſmith's forge. Mr Hamilton alfo cleared the face 
of the rock of the furze and brambles, with which it was 
covered, and cut a number of terrace walks along it, placing 
ſeats at advantageous ſituations, and planting various kinds of 
fruit and foreſt trees, where ever they could be admitted; 
and in the year 1789, the fruit on this hitherto unprofitable 
ſpot, was fold for 30 J. Sterling. | 


The banks of the Calder are beautifully diverſified with 
coppices and ſloping glades ; and upon the eaſt corner of the 
pariſh, . become boldly rocky and romantic. On theſe banks 
Mr Hamilton of Wiſhaw, who has a farm here, has many 

| 75 | acres 
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res of thriving foreſt trees planted, which tend greatly to 
heighten the ſcenery. 


The ſoil of the vallies is a rich loam ; the reſt is almoſt 


all of a ſtrong marly clay, ſome of it of a peculiar good qua- 
lity, lying in a natural ſtate in thin horizontal layers, which 
aſily ſeparate in working, It appears naturally ſterile, but, 
by the effects of cultivation, produces good crops ; and there 


js perhaps no part of the neighbouring country capable of 


higher improvement. Even the bottom, though oitly of 
that kind of blue till which is prevalent in this clay country, 
ſeems to be more favourable, particularly for the growth of 
wood, than moſt of the neighbourhood ; which perhaps may 
be owing to its being divided alſo into thin laminae, through 
the 2 of which the ſuperfluous moiſture filters ot!, 


Springs and Rivulets.— From the evenneis of the ſurface, 
and denſity of the ſoil, ſprings of water are not numerous, 
and this, no doubt, has made thoſe that appear more valued, 
the moſt conſiderable being dignified with the names of par- 
ticular ſaints, ſuch as, the Well of our Lady, St. Patrick's 
Well, St. Catharine's Well, &c. For the ſame reaſons there 
are few brooks, and thoſe but ſmall ones. The moſt conſi- 
derable is that formed by the conjunction of St. Catharine's 
ſpring, with another little rill, which runs through the in- 
clolures around Dalziel houſe. In one part of its courſe, it 
has obtained a deep bed, with pretty bold banks, and falls, 
in a few fine Calcades, « over the rocks which lie 1 in its bot · 
tom. ä 


Antiguities.— On the north fide of this brook, upon the 


moſt pictureſque part of the banks, ſtands the manſion houſe 


of Dalziel, attached to the old tower or chatteau of the ma- 
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nor, which has been ſpared, and kept in repair, by the pre- 
prietor, ſolely on account of its antiquity. It is a high Gothic 
building, with battlements and loop-holes on the top, and 2 
foot path around within them; but its age is not known. 
The great Roman highway, commonly called Watling Street, 
went along the ſummit of this pariſh from eaſt to weſt, but 
its courſe is now much defaced by modern improvements, 
much of it being dug up, and its bottom ploughed, and for 
ſome length, the modern turnpike road is laid upon the top 
of it. In one place, however, near the center of the pariſh, 
it has been preſerved entire, ſo as to point out the line to af- 
ter times, the croſs ſtone, the emblem of the baron's juril. 
diction, being placed upon it, and that fenced and ſecured 
by a large clump of trees planted around, At this place lies 
a large heap of the cinders of the Roman forges ſtill un- 
touched. Along this antient road, at the weſtern boundary 
of the pariſh, upon a ſteep bank over the river Calder, 
is the remains of a pretorium, or Roman encampment. Little 
more than 20 years ago it was pretty entire; but cultivation 
has now greatly encroached upon it. At the foot of the bank 
there is a ſemicircular arch over the river, of good malon. 
ry, and very uncommon conſtruction, which has been ſuppo- 
ſed to be the work of the Romans. By this bridge Wattling 
Street ſeems to have entered the pariſh of Bothwell. In the 
hall of the old tower, or chateau above mentioned, an iron 


chain from the cieling ſuſpends a luſtre compoſe of large 


ſtag horns, connected with iron work, and having ſockets 
for the candles of the ſame metal. Where the gallows ſtood, 
on which the antient barons ordered tranſgreſſors to be exe- 
cuted, there is a ſmall column raiſed, to perpetuate that 
mark of feudal dignity, and the power annexed to it. The 
old church of Dalziel, lately deſerted, is mentioned by Sir 
James Dalrymple, in his Hiſtorical Church Collections, 3s à 
5 | chaplainry 


thi 
his 
kin 


rf 
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chaplainry, dependent on the abbacy of Paiſley, dedicated to 
st. Patrick, The font for holy water ſtill remains fixed in 
the wall. In the foundation of the weſt gable, which was re- 
built in the year 1718, was found a handſome ſtone coffin, 
large enough to contain the body of a full grown man, but 
empty, and ſeeming as if nothing had ever been in it. In the 
inſide, the upper part is hollowed out to ſuit the ſhape of the 
head and neck.; and there was a hewn ſtone cover for the 
face, with a ftar or cinque foil carved upon it, Upon the 
bank, oppoſite to that on which the preſent manor houſe 
ſtands, may ſtill be traced the foundation of a ſquare build- 
ing, faid to have been the reſidence of the Baron Niſbit | 
above mentioned. By him the croſs, ſpoken of above, is ſaid 
to have been ſet up. 


Church and School. The preſent pariſh church was built 
in the year 1789. It is a handſome edifice, with a fine ſpire, 
and being placed near the centre of the pariſh, upon the 
ſummit of the ridge, is ſeen at a good diſtance, and makes 
an agreeable object. The ſtipend, in whole, is near 50 l. 
Sterling, with a houſe, garden, orchard, and a glebe of be- 
tween 5 and 6 acres. The ſalary of the ſchoolmaſter is the 
ſmalleſt legal one, with a dwelling houſe and garden. There 
deing no other ſchool in the pariſh, the icholars are very nu- 
merous. | | 


Cultivation, The late Archibald Hamilton, Eſq; the father 
of the preſent proprietor, enjoyed the eſtate during the courſe 
of a long life. His father had begun to plant a little, and 
this branch of cultivation he profecuted for a good part of 
bis life, with great judgment and perſeverance, planting all 
kinds of trees known in this country, adapting each to its 
Proper ſituation and expoſure, and covering and adornivg a 

i | country 
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country, which before was ſterile and naked, with extenſivs 
foreſts. His ſucceſs was equal to his attention. His planta- 
tions were extended to 150 acres of foreſt trees, which are 
the admiration of all who have ſeen them; to which his 
ſucceſſor has added about 10 acres more, beautifying the 


country, and ſheltering the neighbouring fields from the cut. | 


ting blaſts, by which alone the fertility of many of them is 
greatly increaſed. He had the good fortune to live to ſee 


trees, which he had planted: after he appeared as a lawyer at 


the bar, grown to 12 feet in girth. He pleaſed himſelf with 
having the furniture of his dining room made of his own 
wood, And for ſeveral years ſince his death, more timber 
of his planting has been fold in one year, than the value of 
the yearly rent of the eſtate, when he entered into the pol: 
ſeſſion of it; and yet the trees are ſtill ſo crouded, as to want 
room to expand their branches, 


He was no leſs attentive to the orchard, than to the foreſt, 
Upon ſloping banks by the ſides of brooks, &c. he planted 
apple, pear, and plumb trees, from time to time, to the ex- 


tent of 20 acres; and for a long time paſt, ſince theſe have | 
grown up, the fruit has been ſold, in good years, from 100 l. 


to 1671. Of all theſe 20 acres, not 6 were worth 6d. 
an acre, except for planting foreſt trees; but from the variety 
of expoſures which thoſe orchards enjoy, and the tall foreſts 
which emboſom them, ſo many of them are ſecured from 


the injury of blights and mildews, as always to enſure a crop 


of fruit, if there be fruit any where in the country. 


Nor was he Wa ſacceſeful in promoting improvement in 
agriculture, by cheriſhing and prompting the induſtry of his 
tenants. He convinced them, by the whole of his conduct, 
that he took an intereſt in their welfare. He and his _ 
85 | made 


Dalaiel 461 


made themſelves intimately acquainted with their condition, 
were ever ready to hear their tale, to take part in their trou- 
ble, or to rejoice in their proſperity. If any of his huſband- 
men were born down with the preſſure of incidental mis- 


fortunes, he raiſed them again by his bounty and forbearance, 


never diſmiſſing any of them who were willing to continue 
in their poſſeſſions ; but, at the end of every leaſe, preferring 
them or their poſterity to a new one, at a reaſonable rent ; 
and this has been ſo uniformly the practice of his family, 
that there are tenants who can reckon their anceſtors in the 
poſſeſſion of the ſame farm, previous to the period at which 
this family became proprietors. He incloſed the fields with 


hedges, and ſheltered them with planting. He aboliſhed the 


feudal cuſtom of exaCting carriages and other ſervices from 
his tenants ; and, in ſhort, did every thing to turn their at- 
tention ſolely to the cultivation of their own farms. Under 
this mild and benevolent treatment, the peaſantry, finding 


their induſtry tended as much to their own and their poſte- 
rity's permanent advantage, as to that of an indulgent 


landlord, profited by every leſſon and example. They began 
to ſummer fallow their fields, to ſtreight their crooked ridges, 
to carry lime, and make compoſts ; and the benevolent ſpirit 
of their landlord ſpreading ainong them, every one is ready 


to aſſiſt his neighbour on all emergencies, And thus has the 


value of the eſtate riſen to nearly five times the yearly rent, 
which it yielded when the ſame gentleman firſt ſucceeded to 
it; and at the ſame time the condition of the tenants, with 


their moderate farms, and plain manner of life, is perhaps as 


happy as any to be met with. 


The Scottiſh plough, drawn by 3 or 4 horſes, is generally ; 


uſed in this heavy ſoil ; lighter ploughs, drawn by 2 horſes, 
being only applied to the latter plowings of fallows. 


This 


1 1 


1 
4nd 
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This pariſh is indebted to its late proprietor for another 
important improvement. All along the high ways, he gave 
leaſes and feus of ſpots of little value, for building. On 
theſe there are now upwards of 56 handſome cottages ere. 
ed, filled with induſtrious inhabitants, having neat little kit- 
chen gardens around them; by which he not only improyed 
and bcautified his own eſtate, but ſet an example, which 5 
* been followed by 2 


Produce —The land here produces principally wheat, 
beans, peaſe, oats, butter, cheeſe, and hay from artificial 
graſſes. There is not much barley cultivated here; and, 
from the ſtrength of the land, flax and turnips are not raiſed 
without much trouble, and the return is uncertain. All the 
inhabitants cultivate potatoes for domeſtic uſe. The average 
quantity of wheat ſold, may be about 500 bolls a year, each 
boll being a little more than 4 Wincheſter buſhels, Before 
this year, there have not been good crops of peaſe and beans 
for ſeveral years paſt ; but in tolerable ſeaſons there may be 
about 600 bolls fold annually. There is generally alſo a con- 
ſiderable quantity of oat meal fold out of the pariſh, beſides 
what is conſumed at home; ſo that the produce exceeds the 
conſumption of the inhabitants. The hay, butter, and 
cheele is moſtly fold to Glaſgow, and the quantity of hay is 
ſome years conſiderable ; but it is difficult to form an average 
of it. 


It has been already obſerved, that trees of all kinds fuc- 
ceed well in this pariſh, The Weymouth pine has come to 
a great ſize in ſheltered places. The balſam and berry-vear- 
ing poplars ſeem alſo to thrive greatly. Thorn hedges, on 
the moſt ſtiff and ſterile parts, grow ſtunted a little, after 
5 | | Ct To few 
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few years; but 1 in general thrive better here, than in much of 
the clay ck in the ne ighbourhood. 


the are about 66 labouring horſes in the pariſh, 


befides a few young ones, and about 200 milk cows, the 


young ones of which, annually reared, may be between 40 
and 50. Few ſheep are reared in the pariſh; but in the parks 


deſerves here to be remarked, that an experiment was made 
a few years ago, of ſmearing ſome of theſe ſheep with tar. 
But it ſeems, in theſe warm ſheltered fields, it was improper 


inferior both in mutton and wool, As this experiment, how- 


down as a general rule. 


Fb. — The proprietor has a ſalmon fiſhing on the river 
Clyde, of which he avails himſelf only for family uſe, giving 
away, to friends and neighbours, what fiſh are caught more 
than neceſſary for his own table. The other fiſh found in 
the river, befides ſalmon and their progeny of grauls, fry, 


5 minnows, and a few horſe or pearl muſſels. In the river Cal- 
oe der, near its mouth, ſalmon are alſo found, and farther up, a 


good deal of ſmall trouts, filver eels, &c. 


| Roads and Bridges, —A. turnpike road, from Lanark to 
to Glaſgow, runs, from ſouth eaſt to north weſt, through the 


_ pariſh ; and upon the weſt boundary, there is a bridge over 


de Calder. The turnpike road from Edinburgh, through 

4 Hamilton, which croſſes this pariſh from north eaſt to ſouth 
fx WI Pol enters it by another bridge over the ſame river. Be- 
— fades 


around the manor houſe, there are always a number fed for 
laughter, and no where is better mutton to be found. It 


to continue ſuch a practice, the ſmeared ſheep turning out 


ever, was never repeated, it is doubtful if it ought to be 1 


and pars, are trouts, lampreys, ſilver eels, pike, perch, roach, 
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fides the Roman bridge above mentioned, there i Is fin an- 
other bridge over the Calder, upon a leſs public road. 


Chimate, Ge. The air here is pretty dry and us fogs | 


of any continuance never being remembered, except in the 
year 1783: It is mild, compared with that on the higher 
lands around, and ſurely very healthy, no difeaſe being preva. 
lent but tevers and the fmall.pox, at diſtant periods. Agues 
are not known here. Inoculation for the ſmall pox has not 
taken place. It is not uncommon to find people arrived at 
the age of 80 and upwards. There are at preſent 2 perſons 
of one family, whoſe ages together make 179; and ſome 
years ago, there were 3 more perſons of the fame family 
alive; when the ages of the 5 were added, the fum was 38, 
It was well aſcertained, that William Morton, an old ſervant 
about the houſe of Dalziel, who died there within theſe 16 
years, was at leaſt 104, 


Minerals, Large beds of excellent pit coal have been 
found in this pariſh, lying at different diſtances under one 
another, which are believed to, be continued under the great- 
eſt part of it; but none of them are wrought at preſent, 2 
coal is cheap and plenty in the neighbourhood. Free ſtone 
quarries, of a good quality, abound here ; in one of them there 
is a ſtratum which produces good mill ſtones for making pearl 
barley, ſome of which are carried to a great diſtance. 


Population, The population of this pariſh is confideradly 
increaſed of late, owing to the number of new cottages be- 
fore mentioned. Theſe are not collected into a village, but 
ſtand detached along the road. In two places only there ate 

_ cluſters nearly together, which may be called fmall villages 


there being 15 houſes in the one, and 12 in the other. The 
number 
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number of inhabited houſes: or families in the pariſh, is 78; 
the number of ſauls is as follows 


Males above the age of 10, I 183 
Ditto under 10, = e 6: 
Shs 5 eee 
Females above the age of iro, 171 
Ditto under 10, - - - 52 : 
| — 223 
Total number of ſouls in the pariſh, 478 
The return to Dr Webſter, in 1755, was 35 
Increaſe, 127 
Profeſſions, —Of the above number there are 23 farmers, 
beſides their families, and male and female ſervants, 30 male 
adults, cottagers, moſtly employed in field labour; 7 maſons, 
7 joiners and carpenters, 42 weavers of fine and coarſe fa- 
brics, 9 ſtockingmakers, 8 ſhocmakers, 3 blackſmiths, and 1 
retailer of liquors, the keeper of a country inn on the road. 
All the women were formerly employed in ſpinning fine 
yarn, except when occupied in the different offices of huſ. 
bandry, which fall to the ſhare of that ſex ; but of late the 
young girls belonging to the cottages have learned to flower 


bind more profitable. The greateſt luxury which prevails 
among them, is drinking tea and ſmoaking tobacco, in which 
they all indulge. Their qreſs is alſo more ſhowy and ex- 
penfive than mern. 


but | | | _ 


General Character. The people, in general, are quiet, or. 
lerly, and induſtrious, their being no inſtance of any of 
Vor. III. tan N thew 


muſlin, in large frames made for the purpoſe, which they 
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them being convicted of crimes; or even of one inhabi. 
tant of the pariſh having recourſe to the degrading practice 
bf begging. Claims on the public charity are not numerous. 
At preſent they are greater than common, there being 
infirm people upon the pariſh ; but theſe are ſupported by 
the collections at the church door, &c, without any aſſeſſ 
ment, | 


of Arbirkvt. 
NUMBER LXVIL 
PARISH OF ARBIRL OI. 


(County of Forfar.) 


57 the Rev. Mr RICHARD Warsox. 


Name, Situation, Extent, Cc. 


RBIRLOT is termed, in old writings, Aberelliot. The 
name ſeems to be of Gaelic original, in which. lan- 
guage aber ſignifies above, and Elliot is the name of the water: 
Aberelliot, therefore, is expreſſive of the local ſituation of 
the village. The pariſh of Arbirlot lies in the county of 
Forfar, in the preſbytery of Aberbrothock, and ſynod of 
Angus and Mearns, It is about 4 miles in length, and 3 in 
breadth. The extent of ſea coaſt is about 3 miles, and, for 
the moſt part, flat and __ 


ul and Climate. —The greater part of this pariſh is hilly 3 
yet the hills are neither very high nqr rocky. They are in 


general green, and capable of cultivation, The air is con- 


lidered as healthy, and there are no peculiar diſeaſes. The 
foil is various. Along the coaſt there is a thin dry ſoil, 


which, in a wet ſeaſon, yields a tolerable crop; but in a dry 


ſeaſon, a very ſcanty one. The ſoil, contiguous to this, con- 
liſts of a light rich loam, on a gravelly bottom, which be- 
comes fertile in proportion to the ſeaſon, and the care be- 


ſtowed on its cultivation. In fields adjoining to each other; 
| | We 
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we have ſoils very different ; ſome ſhallow, others deep, The 


deep ſoils have generally an under ſtratum of clay, which ren. : 
ders them hard to plough ; but when proper care is taken of 0 
their culture, and the feaſon favourable, they produce weigh. ' 
ty crops. In the hilly parts of the pariſh, there are various n 
qualities of foil, ſome cold and wet, ſome mooriſh and ſpon. 1 
gy, ſome dry and gravelly. In a word, the variety of ſoil is c 
ſo great, that often, in the ſame field, different ſoils are to 0 
be found. This inequality of ſoils, which, at firſt fight, q 
ſeems a defect, is in reality a remarkable proof of the wiſdom h 
of providence; for there is no ſoil ſo ungrateful, as not to n 
reward the labourer's toil, if he will only beſtow proper care Pp 
on its culture, and each ſoil has a ſeaſon, in which it is pecu- k 
Harly productive. The ground, in this pariſh, has, for the moſt P 
part, a good expoſure, and grows fruitful, in proportion to r 
its ſtate of cultivation. This has encouraged the farmers of P 
| hae years to improve tracts of it, which formerly lay waſte t 
and uncultivated. 0 
Agriculture and Produce. Such of the tenants as border 
on the ſhore, uſe fea ware for manure. But the principal 
manvure here uſed is lime, which is brought partly from the te 
Frith of Forth, and partly from Sunderland in England, at f. 
a very conſiderable expence; yet the farmers value it ſo tl 
much, that they look upon it as an eſſential requiſite in ca- ir 
rying forward their improvements. The times of plowing, b 
fowing, and reaping, are determined by the ſeaſons, and the ec 
general rules laid down by the moſt experienced farmers. ri 
The principal crops raiſed in this pariſh are oats and barley. in 
Of the former there is only a ſmall quantity, but of the at 
latter a great deal is annually exported. Of late years, a con- 
ſiderable quantity of wheat and turnips bas been ſown, and, 
ys general, ſucceeded well, For ſome years paſt, the farmers re 


have paid due attention to the raiſing of flax; and, from the 
| premium 


conſtructions. Some of them are drawn by 4 horſes, and 
others by 2. When 4 horſes are yoked, 2 ſervants are re- 
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premiums they have received, it appears that their labour 
has not been in vain, In the year 1790, there were 97 acres 
of ground, within the bounds of this pariſh, ſown- with lint- 
ſeed, which in general ſucceeded well, and procured the pre- 
miums given by the Society for raiſing of flax in this county, 
There are from 40 to 50 ploughs in this pariſh, of different 


quifitez but when two do the work, one man is ſufficient, as 
he both holds the plough, and drives the horſes. This laſt 
mode of plowing has been introduced, partly from the im- 
proved ſtate of the farm, and partly from the increaſe of 
ſervants wages. It will be admitted by the candid, that im- 


provements in huſbandry, as in the fine arts, arrive at matu- 


rity by degrees. Encouraged by ſucceſs, the farmers in this 
pariſh have, within theſe 20 years, made rapid progreſs in 
the cultwation of their lands. Ard as their farms are not 
oyer-rented, they are enabled to go on with their improve- 
ments, 


Catile.— It may not be improper to obſerve, that great at- 


tention is paid to the breeding of cattle z but little to the 
feeding of them. They are, for the moſt part, brought to 


the market about 3 years of age. There is only one grazier 
in the pariſh, It is remarkable, that there is not within the 


bounds of this pariſh one flock of ſheep, eſpecially when we 


conſider, that the greater part of it is hilly. Perhaps the pe- 
riod is not far diſtant, when the farmers may ſee their intereſt 
in this particular, and take the benefit which their local ſitu- 
ation evidently points out. | 


Wages, —The yearly wages of men ſervants, in the diffe- 
rent branches of huſbandry, are from 71. to 81. Sterling; 


and 
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and of women ſervants, from 31. to 41. Sterling, including 


the perquiſites. The wages of a day labourer are 6 d. when 
the employer furniſhes him with proviſions. But when the tl 
labourer victuals himſelf, his wages are from 1 s. to 15 d. yer th 
day. 1 
Population. The return to the inquiry made by Dr Web. ac 
ſter, in 1755, reſpecting the population of this pariſh, was fl 
865. No particular enumeration has been made ſince that 8¹ 
period, until about 12 months ago, (September 1790), when th 
an exact liſt of the inhabitants was made up; and their th 
number amounted to 1035, of whom there were 550 males, bi 
and zog females. By a regiſter, well atteſted, it appears, by 
that the marriages, births, and deaths in this pariſh, from " 
the beginning of the year 1780, to the end of the your -15ph b 
were as follows: Ve 
1 
A. D. Marriages. Births. Deaths, * 
mal. fem. in all. ſe 
1780 5 ZE es | 17 je 
1781 3 11 SQ 30 4 m 
1782 TFVTTCTFTCCC th 
1783 5 141 11 232 11 b 
1784 4 r 3 pr 
1785 11 | x 25" ar 
1786 6 . by 
„ 3 
1788 6 
1789 . 
1790 4 


* 
us 


The above acedunt of births, correſponds with an obſerva- 
gon made by the Baron de Monteſquieu, in his Spirit of Laws, 
that there are born, in ſeveral parts of Europe, more _ 
than 9 


Mani factures.— The inhabitants of this pariſh enjoy the 
advantages of raiſing, watering, dreſſing, and ſpinning of 
flax, in a high degree, which might ſurely be an object of 
great importance, both to flax dealers and manufacturers; 
though, as yet, there is no eſtabliſhed linen manufactory in 
the pariſh, For ſome years paſt, there has been a ſmall 
brick-work carried on; but it does not appear, that this 
branch of manufacture has either enriched its proprietors, or 
much benefited the pariſhioners. Several houſes have been 
built within theſe laſt 10 years for tradeſmen, eſpecially wen- 
vers, who have met with due encouragement from the far- 
mers. They are allowed a piece of ground nigh to their 
houſes, on reaſonable terms; and are bound to perform no 
ſervices, except a few day's labour, at different ſeaſons of the 
year, during which time they receive, from their reſpectivt 
maſters, 6 d. per day, and their victuals. It is probable that 
theſe perſons, from their induſtry, economy, and attention to 
buſineſs, will increaſe the produce, the wealth, and the po- 
pulation of the pariſh. There is one brewer in this pariſh, 
and 4 perſons who ſell ale and ſpirituous liquors, and are known 
by the name of tagſterc. Theſe alehouſes are rather for the 
accommodation of ſtrangers, than for the uſe of the pariſhi- 
oners, who look upon idleneſs, debauchery, and intemperance, 
s the n ſources of human miſery. 

| Fuel—The oel, Sm uſed by the inhabitants in the 
lower part of the pariſh, is coal, and * thoſe in the higher 
ooh peats and turf. 


Roads 
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| Roads and Bridges. — The bridges in the pariſh are zood, 
The roads were exceeding bad, but have been altered for the 


better within the laſt two years; and at preſent there are ſe. 
veral favourable circumſtances, which induce us to hope, that K. 
they will ſoon be repaired to our wiſhes. By a late act of , 
Parliament, the ſtatute labour has been commuted ; and the : 
converſion money raiſed in this pariſh has been laid out by l 
the gentlemen of the diſtrict to great advantage. Being fur- 
niſhed with every qualification requiſite for the improvement 0 
of the roads, we may juſtly be confident, that they will take ; 
the moſt effectual meaſures in order to complete a ſcheme, ſo 
conionant to friendly intercourſe, ſympathetic aid, and {ound : 
policy. A turnpike road is now making between Dundee p 
and*Arbroath, which runs through this pariſh ; and though i 
the tolls charged are conſiderable, yet the advantages are F 
fo viſible, both in ſpeculation and in fact, that N much good 
is expected from i it. 1 
River ant Fifh.—The water Elliot, which runs through , 
this pariſh, from north to ſouth, hath its ſource in the pariſh 7 
of Carmylie, about the diſtance of 3 miles from the town of he 
Arbirlot. It was noted, ſome time paſt, for trouts of a pe- n 
culiar reliſh, At preſent, there are very few in the water. 2 
It may be obſerved, that our young men, inſtead of uſing the 5 
well diſſembled fly to catch the fingy race, have of late tried fi 
the gun to kill the ſpringing game. This new faſhion will, pro- ſe 
bably, ſoon be over. Ter ſome years paſt, there has been, at 1 
the mouth of the Elliot, a ſalmon fiſhery ; but, either through . 
the negligence of the perſon who has the management, or | 
from the different run which that ſpecies of fiſh have taken, 
very few are caught. By the variety of trees and ſhrubs on Li 
the banks of Elliot, which invite the ſeveral kinds of ſing- an 


ing birds, and the Caſtle of . built upon a rock, by the 
water 


4 
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iter edge, though in a half ruined tate, a very beautiful 
and delightful romantic ſcene is formed, which 1 is to be ſeen 
to great advantage on the road betwixt Arbroath and Arbir- 
lot. The Elliot is not only an object of beauty, but of uti- 
lity. There are 5 mills upon it; one for cleaning flax, an- 
other for dreſſing yarn, and 3 for grinding corn. A few 
years ago, the greateſt part of this pariſh was under thirlage 
to ſome of the corn mills in the neighbourhood, and payed 
2 very high multure. But the preſent tenants, defirous of 
obtaining freedom from this thraldom, agreed among them- 
ſelves to pay the rents of the ſeveral mills to which they 
were thirled; and the late factor or ſteward on the eſtate of 
Panmure accepted of their propoſal; in conſequence whereof, 
they can carry their corn to any mill oy pleaſe. 


: Heritor and Rent —The whole pariſh of Arbirlot „at pre- 
ſent, is the property of the Hon. William Maule, brother of 
the Earl of Dalboufie, by a deed of the late William Maule, 
Earl Panmure. The yalued rent is 4266 1. 138. 4d. Scotch. 
The real rent is 22 bolls 2 pecks wheat, 454 bolls bear, 519 
bolls 8 pecks meal, and g35 1. 11s. 5d. Sterling. The rent 
paid by the tenants varies from 5 s. to 30 s. per acre. But 
ground, in proper culture for flax, is frequently let for one 
crop, by the farmer, at 5 guineas the .acre, There are in- 
ſtances of individpals renting lands, formerly poſſeſſed by 
ſeveral tenants, and of removing thoſe people known by the 
name of cottagers; but whether this has turned out to the 
advantage or diſadvantage of the farmer, is doubtful. 


Church. — The living conſiſts of 57 bolls 4 pecks meal, 
Linlithgow meaſure, 44 bolls bear, 10 bolls 12 pecks wheat, 
and 161. 68. 114 d. in money, with the addition of a manſe, 


a garden, and a glebe of 4 acres. The value of the living, 
Vor. Ul. 30 


there - 
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therefore, cannot be eſtimated above 85 1 Sterling 2 year, 
The King is patron. The kirk was repaired in the year 
1785, and the manſe in the year 1790. There are only a 
few Seceders i in the parith, and no Roman CR, 


School. — The parochial ſchoolmaſter has no o legal falary 
paid him by the heritor. His income conſiſts of 8 bolls of 
meal, which was mortified in the year 1628, by Alexander 
Trvine of Drum, then proprietor of Kelly, in favour of the 
ſchoolmaſter of Arbirlot ; and confirmed by his ſon, Sir 
Alexander Irvine, Knight, in the year 1637; and 5 bolls 8 
pecks of oats, collected from the ſeveral tenants in the pariſh, 
at the rate of 2 pecks for each plough ; which, together with 
a houſe, garden, ſeſſion- clerk's dues, and ſchool fees, may be 
eſtimated about 201, Sterling per annum. The number of 
children, educated at this ſchool}, varies according to the dif- 
ferent ſeaſons of the year. In winter, they may be reckoti- 
ed from 40 to 50; in ſummer, from 30 to 40; in ſpring 
and autumn, from 20 to 30. The preſbytery have appoint- 
ed every parochial ſchool, within their bounds, to be ext 

mined once a ond by a committee of their Bagger, 


Poor, —The poor, bann few ha number, are tolerably well 
provided for, In the year 1629, Alexander Irvine of Drum, a 
gentleman of fortune, then proprietor of Kelly, mortified 12 
bolls of meal to the poor in the lands of Kelly, which have 
been of very great advantage to indigent perſons in that part 
of the pariſh, eſpecially in the years 1782 and 1783. There 
are, beſides, of certain annual income, 101. Sterling, belong- 
ing to the poor's fund, being the intereſt of 4000 merks, 
| lent at 41 per cent. which, together with the collections in 
the church on Sundays, and at the celebration of the Lords 


Tupper, produce about 35 1. Sterling a year,—The diſtribu⸗ 
buon 
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ton of this money is conſidered as a branch of duty belong- 
ing to the miniſter and kirk elders, who meet at various times 
in the year for that purpoſe. Part of it is employed in buy- 
ing coals, coats, and ſhoes, for indigent perſons in the winter 
ſeaſon; part in ſupplying thoſe who need a certain weekly, 
monthly, or quarterly allowance, according to their neceſſi- 
ties; part in teaching poor children of the pariſh; and part, 


in relieving ſuch other occaſional objects of compaſſion as 
make application to them. Of all theſe diſburſements an 
exact account is kept, for the ſatisfaction of every fair inqui- 
rer who is entitled to aſk it. As the kirk ſeſſion has ad- 


vantages, both for knowing and ſupplying the wants of the 
poor, ſo its members are extremely attentive to diſtribute to 


every one according to his exigencies, inſomuch that there is 


not at preſent one beggar belonging to this pariſh. Vagrants, 
however, to whom begging is ſweet, infeſt it from week to 
week, and from day to day, through the revolving year. It 


vere to be wiſhed, that work houſes, in every county, were 


erected for the diſſolute and idle. 


Longevity, We have ſeveral inſtances of great longevity. 
There was a man in this pariſh, who died a few months ago, 


a the advanced age of 99. About eight days previous to his 
death, he ſeemed to have loſt all his ſenſes; he neither ſaw, 
heard, ſpoke, felt, nor moved ; but received food, when it 
vas put into his mouth. 


Mineral Waters. —Propitious nature has kindly provided 
ſeveral minera] ſprings near Arbirlot, one of which had a 
high character ſome years ago; and it is to be regreted, that 
for want of proper accommodation, perſons of high rank 


have declined coming to it. The well is about half a mile 


diſtant from Arbirlot, and not exceeding 100 yards from the 
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high road betwixt Arbroath and Dundee. It is called Vr 
 my-hills Well, probably from the formation of the hills about 
it, which very much reſemble worms, eſpecially when they 
twiſt themſelves. The water of this well has been uſed 
with ſucceſs, both in ſcorbutic, and in rheumatic diſorders, 
It is deſervedly efteemed on account of its medicinal virtue; 
and being within 200 yards of the ſea, perſons attending it 
have the benefit of ſea bathing, which, of late years, ha; 
been much recommended by our beſt phyſicians. | 


Antiquities, —A. few years ago, the remains of a religious 
houſe in the pariſh, whoſe ruins had been revered for ages, 
were taken down. And though we cannot ſay at what time, 
or by what perſon, it was built, yet from the accounts given 

of it, we have reafon to believe, that it had been a Druidical 
| temple. The province of the Druids, properly fo called, was 
religion ; yet they managed matters fo dextrouſly, that they 
engroſſed all power, civil as well as religious; and under the 
character of either prieſts, magiſtrates, philoſophers, or phy. 
ficians, took every thing. under their cognizance, In this 
pariſh, there are many heaps of ſtones, which the people call 
cairns, But whether they were at firſt deſigned as monu- 
ments, raiſed over the dead, or ſigns of memorable events, of 
altars of the druids, i Is uncertain. 


Among the Greeks, there were many heaps of ſtones, con- 


| {ecrated to Mercury; and among the Latins, there were num- 
berleſs rude pillars, conſecrated to the ſame divinity, under 
the denomination of Faunus. It is alſo certain, that in Gaul 
and Britain, there were many heaps and pillars exactly ſimi. 
lar to theſe. But we cannot affirm, that the natives of this 
country performed any religious ceremonies on theſe cairns, or 


conſidered them in any ur point of view, — i 3 
grat 
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grateful remembrance, of mutual confidence, a and of future 
fame, | 


-3 | f 


ſt is reported, with much confidence, that a crown of 
one of the kings of the Pitts, was found in the Black-den 
of this pariſh, by a quarryman, about the beginning of the 
preſent century, who ſold part of it in the neighbourhood, 
for 201. Scotch; and ſent the remainder to London, with a 
view to procure its real value. But by ſome unforeſeen oc- 
currence, he and his family were prevented from reaping 
that advantage, which might have been expected from ſo va- 
able a curioſity.—It is confidentially reported, that a road 
was made through part of this pariſh, by Hector Boethius, 
the Scotch hiſtorian, which ſtill bears his name, though 
ſomewhat corrupted. It is called Heckenbas-path, | 


ages, can now be traced. 'Tradition, however, has handed 
down a circumſtance, which deſerves notice, viz. that one 
Ouckterlony, laird of Kelly, was violently aCtive in demo- 
b liking the Abbey at Aberbrothock. Nor is it unlikely that 
ot he conſidered every religious fabric as a relict of idolatry. 
And being remarkable for the activity of his zeal, he was 

| appointed by the Convention to carry this barbarous deed 
No into execution. To deſcribe, at large, tie beauties of Kelly, 
and do juſtice to Nature's varied charms, would require un- 
common deſcriptive powers. The ſoil does not refuſe nou- 


the garden, a tree called the Dall. hound. holly, remarkable for 
its beauty. Then expoſed to the ſun, and ſheltered from the 
chilly blaſt, it has grown up to full maturity, 


Cafle of Kell.—Neither the period when the Caſile of 
Kelly was built, nor the proprietors, through a long ſeries of 


rilkment to trees of foreign birth. At preſent there is in 
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Migratory Birds. — The migratory birds are the ſwallow, 
the cuckoo, the lapwing, the dotterel, and corn-craick or 
rail. The ſea-gulls are conſidered as ominous. When they 
appear in the fields, a ſtorm from the ſouth-eaſt generally 
follows; and when the ſtorm TE to abate, they fly back 


to the ſhore. 


General Charafler,—The inhabitants of this pariſh are ſo- 
ber, induſtrious, and regular in their attendance on the ordi. 
nances of religion. Senſible of the advantages which they 
enjoy, both of a civil and religious nature, they with to re- 
lieve the miſeries, and promote the happineſs of their fellow 
creatures. They are juſt in their dealings, true to their 
promiſes, liberal to the poor, and n * to one 
another. 
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By the Rev. Mr Jous unten. 


go Tintin and Entent. 


ORES, i: Bern called Durris, is ſuppoſed to be derive 
ed from the compound word in the Gaelic language, 
Tur- i- Ib, which, tranſlated into Engliſh, ſignifies, -a riſing 
ground near a water, Such a rifing ground there is in the 
pariſh, whoſe fides are waſhed by Lochneſs. It lies within 
the county and preſbytery of Inverneſs, and ſynod of Moray; 
and is about 20 miles f in lengths, and 3 or 4 in breadth. ele 


E * Cmate.— The ſoil is ks light, but not | hd 
cultivated, as the ground is occupied by a number of ſmall 
tenants, who have but ſhort leaſes of their farms, and con- 
ſequently no encouragement to improve them, either for 
their own or their maſters advantage. The mountains, which 
incloſe the valley on the north and ſout h, protect it from all 
vinds, except thoſe from the weſt and eaſt; whereby, in hot 
ſeaſons, the ſummer heat is increaſed ſo much, that the corn 
and graſs would be in danger of being quite -parched, were 
it not for the night dews, that frequently fall in great quan- 
lities, In the high ground there are ſeveral lakes and moun- 
ans, to the extent of which the arable land bears but a 
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very ſmall proportion. The ſoil, in ſome of theſe, hat 
greatly the advantage over that of the lom ground, and is 
very productive in ſeaſons free from froſt, or much rain. 
The pariſh, in general, though better calculated for paſty, 
rage than for railing corn, 1 as much grain as is ſuffi. 
cient for the ſubſiſtence of i its inhabitants. The air is eſteem- 
ed ſalubrious, and many live to a good age, though there are 

no inſtances of great longevity. There are, however, in the 
neighbourhood, 3 men and their wives, whoſe ages, added 
together, amount to 5 10 N 


r a ma. = ww 


2 


Cultivation 1 Produce.— The crops chiefly produced here 
are oats, barley, and potatoes, on the latter of which the 
poorer fort chiefly depend for ſubſiſtence; ': The new mode 
of farming can hardly be ſaid to be introduced into this pa- 
riſn, except at Gortuleg, the property of James Fraſer, Eq; 
writer to the ſignet, who ſpares no pains nor expence to im- 
prove it. His tenants have alſo got good leaſes ; and his pa- 
triotic example, in both theſe reſpects, is deſerving of imitz- 
tion. The ſeaſon of ſowing oats is from the 2oth of March to 
the middle of April. The ſowing of barley begins about the 
22th May, and continues to the end of that month. The 
reaping of the crop, unleſs the ſeaſon is wet and cold, 25 
happened laſt year, is from the beginning of e ta 
the middle of October, 


204. A => ©. we. Ay” $3. 


| | Wages —Male hel receive hom. 31. to 51. Sterling 
| per annum; and the females from 30 8. to 35s. There art 
few day labourers, (as many of the young lads go out of the 
county for work, in the ſummer and harveſt), which obliges 
the tenants to keep more domeſtic ſervants, eſpecially in bat 
yeſt, than their farms can well afford to ſupport» On this 


account, more than from unſkilfulneſs in — 
diſcover 


- 


a * * , N : L : ; * % 
a 48 


difcover an inclination to abandon tillage, and throw their 
lands into paſturage. A married ſervant, with 3 or 4 chils 


dren, if he and his wife are ſober and induſtrious, can live 


more comfortably than many of the farmers, Beſides his 
wages, he has ground from his maſter for planting as many 
potatoes as he can gather manure fit to raiſe them, Tradel:. 
men, ſach as maſons, wrights, taylors, &c. unleſs they work 
by the piece, are allowed 18 d. a day, or 18. and their 
maintainance, Day labourers, employed in 1 poats, re · 
ceive 9 d. a man, and 6 d. a woman. 


| 3 io of late years, if a concluſion 
may be drawn from the births entered in the pariſh regiſter, 
has rather decreaſed. By a ſurvey lately taken, (in April 


1791), the number of fouls amounted to 1365; of whom 
610 were males, and 755 females. The return to Dr Web- 


lter, in 1755, Was 1520, There appears to be, therefore, a 


decreaſe, on the whole, of 155. The births and marriages, 


for the laſt 10 years, as recorded in the pariſh regiſter, are as 
follows ; TIE . 
2 Births. Maler. Females. M. arriages, 
. 24 22 6 
1782 44 19 25 3 
229 = 8 
1784 19 11 8 9 
1785 23 14 1 
1786 YT rn m 
1787 . 1 
1788 30 16 W 1 
4709; 24 11 
„ 8 4 
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 Heritors—There are 8 heritors , only one of whom, * 
Mr Frazer of Gortuleg, occaſionally reſides in the pariſh, 
The non-reſidence of heritors may, in the opinion of ſome, 
be an advantage, as hereby that degree of luxury is prevent. 
ed, which excites particular perſons to aim at making a 
higher figure than is conſiſtent with their circumſtances; but 
perhaps it would be for the general good of the tenants, that 
they were like a family, under the immediate eye and obſer- 
vation of their maſter, ſo that his care might extend, as much 
as pofible, to every individual reſiding upon his property, 
Indeed while the rents and produce of almoſt all the eſtates 
in a parith are Tpent out of it, no great improvement can be 


Expected to take place. 


Roads. Tue roads of communication are 1 attended 
to by the gentlemen concerned, and annually repaired. The 
ſtatute labour is converted into money. The ſheriff of the 

county, who is an heritor, takes an active concern in every 
thing that regards the police of the county in general, and of 


this pariſh in particular. He is ever labouring at the ſuppreb | 


ſion of vices in general, eſpecially ſuch as are the moſt likel 
to affect the welfare of the tern 


Church and School, The ſtipend is 4ol. Sterling, and 3 
chalders of victual, half bear, half meal. It has not been 
augmented ſince the year 1740. The glebe contains exaCtly 

4 acres. The manſe was built upwards of 50 years ago, and 
has fince undergone various reparations.—The parochial 
ſchool is far from being in a flouriſhing condition. The 
number of ſcholars has not, at any time, at leaſt ſince the 
admiſſion of the preſent incumbent, in 1785, exceeded 20. 


The ſalary is "ry 100 Pars; 
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Pu- There are 60 on the poor's roll; but there. is no 


fund eſtabliſhed, as the law directs, by aſſeſſment on the land- 
ed property, for their maintenance. The only parochial fund 
for their relief, is the annual intereſt ariſing from 70 l. Ster- 


lng, mortified by gentlemen who were heritors of the pariſh, 


ind the weekly collections at the church, which amount to a- 
bout 4 l. a year. The poor here, as is the caſe with moſt 
of the poor in the northern counties of Scotland, aſk 
alms, not only at the dwelling houſes of the inhabitants of 
their own, but of other pariſhes. It is much to be wiſhed, that 
every pariſh would enter into a reſolution to obſerve the law 
for maintaining their own poor, when they cannot work, as 
vaprants and ſturdy beggars, who are the peſts of ſociety, and 
may well be called the public robbers of the poor, would 
thus be e — and — i 


Lakii.—ochinef and its environs furniſh excellent mate= 
nals for a beautiful landſcape. It lies E. N. E. and W. 8. 
W. and is 22 miles in length, and from 1 to 21 in breadth. 


The depth, in the middle, is from 60 to 135 fathoms. The 


lowing, occaſioned by continued rains, and melting of ſnow, 


s from 8 to 10 feet perpendicular from the low water mark. 


The loch is ſo deep at the ſides, that, except at the points of 
Torr and Foyers, a ſhip of the line might fail within her 
length of the ſhore, from end to end, on either fide: The 
vind being confined, by the great height of the hills, on both 
ſides, as it were in a funnel, blows almoſt always either 
ſtreight up or down the loch, a circumſtance much againſt 
the navigation of it; as is likewiſe that of the heavy ſqualls 


vhich blow from all the glens and gullies, when the wind 


inclines either to the north or ſouth. A decked veſſel may 
turn to windward, from one end to the other, in moderate 
weather in 3 days, but muſt anchor every night, There is 


1 


484 | Statiſtical Account 


good antheritg ground at both ends, and at Urquhart 
Bay, Alt Say, and Port Clalr, on the north fide; and Inver. 


farigach and Foyers on the ſouth. "Wu is alſo a _ creek 
* the Horſe Shoe. 8 t 
The lake never Nen which is ſuppoſed to be owing to 
its great depth, and ſulphureous bottom; and the high hill, t. 
with which it is incloſed on the ſouth and north, preſent to Wil 
one failing on the lake, a pleaſant view of wood, paſture, rivers F 
and rivulets, corn fields, broken ſleeps, and irregular preti R 
pices. In this large body of water there are many trouts of h 
3 or 4 pounds weight, and ſome ſalmon, which paſs the f 
cruives in the river Neſs, when it is high. There is no re- 
gular ſalmon fiſhing on the lake, as the expence of fithing, b 


on an average, exceeded the profits. Fort Auguſtus, which 


lies at the farther extremity of the lake, is well ſituated for ; 
an woollen manufacture, as it is in the mouth of the High- 7 
lands, where many, who were diſtreſſed by the extenſion of f 
ſheep farms, ſtill continue to reſide, from an invincible at- 6 
tachment to their native country, though they have ſcarce Bl n 
ſufficient employment to maintain them. There are ſeveral 1 
other lakes, beſides Lochneſs, in this pariſh, which abound g 
with {mall trout ; but the inhabitants near them fiſh more for 
their amuſement than for ſubſiſtence, and never for ſale, It 
is remarkable, that one of theſe lakes never freezes in winter, . 
but frequently does in ſpring. 7 
Mood and Animals. There are ſeveral extenſive fir plan- : 


tations in the pariſh, which are in a thriving condition, and 
conveniently fituated for the market, —Beſides the common 
animals for domeſtic uſe, there are deer, roes, badgers 
foxes, har es, pole-cats, wild-cats, and weaſels., 


| Antiquitits 


Antiquities, —At the diſtance of 3 miles from the lake, are 


to be ſeen the veſtiges of a fort, called Caftal Dunriachan, 


which ſome reckon a corruption of Caſal Dun Ri-chuan, or 
the Cafile the King of the Ocean, a name which it is ſuppo- 
ſed to have got, at the period when the king of Norway 
nd Denmark was maſter of the ſea, A little to the eaſt of 
that fort, there are ſeveral cairns or heaps of ſtones, and one al- 
moſt equal in fize to all the reſt. Tradition reports that 
fix AL, ſo much celebrated in Offian's poems, here engag- 
ed in battle Az, the ſon of the Norwegian king, and killed 
him, which gave the name of Drumaſhi, or Afbis Hill, to 
the ſcene where this event happened. The inhabitants 
point out the chair where Fingal reſted on the occaſion, and 


which is ſtill called Shir Finn, or Fingal's Chair. About 9 
miles diſtant there is another fort called Dundardell, which 


is ſaid to have been ane of the many forts in the great val. 


ley, extending from the German Ocean at Inverneſs, to the 


Atlantic at Fort William, that were intended for making 
ſignals, by fire, of the enemy's approach, during the times of 


| the Daniſh and Norwegian incurſions; and indeed they are 


ſo ſituated, with reſpect to each other, as to be very well cal- 
culated for ſuch a purpoſe. 


General Charafer.,—The people, in general, are ſober, 


quiet, and induſtrious, There are, however, ſome exceptions. 
The tenants would be better pleaſed with their condition, if 
they obtained longer leaſes than are commonly granted them, | 


and their kervants were more moderate i in W to wages. 
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PARISH OF AIRTH 
5 (Dounty of Stirling.) 


ale By the Rev. Mr Roger Uns. 5 


Origin of the Name, 
HE name Airib, is of Gaelic extraction, and is derived 
from the word ard or ardhe, which, in that language, 


Bgnifies a high or eminent place. Probably it bears that | 


name, becauſe the hill of Airth, on the ſouth-eaſt corner of 
which the church and manſion-houſe are built, riſes confi- 
derably higher than the grounds immediately adjacent. The 
perpendicular height of this hill is upwards of 70 feet, 
From the manſion houſe of Airth, and every part of the 
Hill, there is a delightful and extenſive proſpect, over a coun- 
try rich, populous, and beautifully diverſified, In this pro. 
pect, part on 10 of 12 counties are to be ſeen. | 


Situation and Extent, —Airth lies in the TIO and preſby- 
tery of Stirling, and in the ſynod of Perth and Stirling, 
The extent of the pariſh, upon the ſide of the river, is about 
6 miles, its medium length 5, and its breadth fully 2 miles 
The figure is irregular, and approaches neareſt to the parallel- 
logram, The whole pariſh is a plain, the hills of Airth and 
Dunmore excepted. This laſt hill is termed, by ſome uri. 
ters, Airth-beg, or Little Airth, 

* 


2 2 


Bil. The ſoil is, in general, a ſtrong deep clay, but the 
Hill ot Airth is a very rich mould. It is believed, a great part 
of the low ground, near the river, once made part of its bed, 
23 many ſea ſhells are mingled with the earth; and a few 


years ago, an anchor was found upon Dunmore hill, by 


the Earl of Dunmore, about half a mile from the preſent 
courſe of the river, when digging a few feet below the ſur- 
face. At a ſmall diſtance from the ſame place, there is a 
large ſtone, called Carling Stone, to which the cables of ſhips 
xe ſuppoſed to have been faſtened, and of which there are 
ſill evident marks. On the weſt fide of the pariſh, there 
are part of two moſſes, called the Mofles of Dunmore and 
Letham. Within theſe 25 years, 100 acres of ground have 
been gained from that part of the Moſs of Dunmore which 
belongs to the Earl, and added to the arable land. Here 
are ſettled 3o families, called Moſs Lairds, as the ground 
is given them for a certain number of years, at a very low 
rent, in recompence for their labour in clearing away the 
moſs. The ſettlers are induſtrious and healthy. The moſs 
is from 5 to 10 feet deep, and when removed, the ſoil under 


* not n to that of the OY Carle, 


Climate, t&'c,—The air is pretty dry, and fa from fogs; 
and, though miſts are frequently ſeen on the diſtant hills 
and high grounds, yet they are ſeldom experienced here. 
The people, in general, are healthy and laborious. The ſea 
breezes, doubtleſs, contribute to the health of the inhabi- 
tants on the river fide. Though the people in the Carſe are 
fad to be much ſubject to the ague, of late we inſtances 
of that diſeaſe have been few. 


Rivers and 3 ſb. 1 is 2 nn river, which runs 
through the pariſh, from welt to caſt 3 it takes its riſe in St. 
Ninian's 
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Niniati's pariſh, and diſcharges itſelf into the Forth, at Ng. 
gin Neu. Stream tides flow in this rivulet a mile or more 
from its mouth. In time of great rains, it overflows its 
bartiks; if theſe fall in harveſt, it is hurtful to the farmets in 
its immediate neighbeurhood. This ſmall river is between 
20 and 30 feet in breadth in many places, and has g ſtone 
bridges over it. One of theſe is on the public road, leading 
from the villages of Dunmore and Airth, to Carron and Fal. 
Kirk. It is called the Abbey. town Bridge, which name cor- 
roborates an opinion many have entertained, of there having 
been formerly an abbacy at Airth, belonging to the Abbey 
of Holyroodhouſe; and that this bridge had that name, 
from its being the direct road to the abbey town. It alſo 
appears, from ſeveral old writs, that the pariſh of Airth be- 
longed to the Biſhop of Edinburgh, during the times of 
Epiſcopacy, The fiſh caught in the river Forth are ſalinon, 
Herrings, flounders, and trouts. Cod and turbot are allo 
ſometimes taken. Salmon are chiefly caught in July and 
Auguſt, with ſtaff-nets, at the time of low water, and are all 
confumed by the pariſhioners. Within theſe 25 years, 300 
acres have been gained from the river Forth, and made good 
arable 8 It is defended from the river by a ſtrong 
dike of ſods. A : | 


Hills, Coal, We. —The hills of Arch hen ts akon 
with free-ſtone, and the rock; in many places, is within d 
few feet of the ſurface. - The ſtones are uſed for building 
walls and houſes, There is a fine coal under the rock in 
both hills, and in the flat fields around. The greateſt part 
of the level free coal of the former was wrought ſome time 
2g0; at preſent there is no work carrying on, although there 
bs a great deal of coal ſtil! in the ground, which might be 


| wrought to advantage, The latter, Viz, Dunmore, has been 
wrougit 


— 
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he work is ſtill carrying on, This coal conſiſts of 3 or 4 
cams; a great deal of the pariſh, and adjacent places, are 
ſupplied from it, and a conſiderable quantity is exported, 
The fire engine at theſe coal works, is the ſecond that was 
built in Scotland. © | f = 


Fries. There are two well known and much frequented 
ferries in the pariſh, viz. the ferries of Kerſie and Higgin's 
Neuck. The former is about half a mile in breadth. The 
proprietor, John Francis Erſkine, Eſq; of Mar, lately built 
a pier upon each fide of the river, which renders it commo- 
dious for paſſengers, and all kinds of carriages, with or with- 
out horſes, either at high or low water. The latter, viz. 
Higgin's Neuck, is about a mile in breadth. There is a paſ- 
ſage boat once a day, from Airth and Dunmore to Alva, and 
the places oppoſite ; its time of departure varies according to 
the tide, There are three harbours, viz. Airth, Dunmore, 
and Newmiln, all of which are within the precinQs of the 
cuſtomhouſe at Alloa. At each of them veſſels are occa- 
ſionally built, 5 


Wood. There is a wood of conſiderable extent upon the 
Hill of Dunmore, which conſiſts of birch, oak, aſh, elm, 
beech, and fir. On the fide of the hill, contiguous to the 
moſs, upwards of 40 acres have lately been planted with oaks 
and firs, moſt of which are at preſent in a very thriving con- 
dition, There are a great number of fallow trees planted 
about many farmers houſes, and interſperſed through the 
belds, which add greatly to the beauty of the country, 


vor. _ 7 * £2 Orchards, 
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Orchards, —There are 9 in the pariſh, which let annually a 
from 101. to 20 l. each. The fruits which they produce are, 
apples, pears, cherries, and plumbs. 


Rent.—The rents are paid chiefly in meal and barley, at 
the rate of 10 firlots per acre; which, when converted, are, 
at an average, for the laſt 20 years, from 11. 148. to 11. 18s, 
per acre, and upwards. When the rent is paid all in money, 
it is from -11. 148. to 2 l. 28. according to the quality of 
the ſoil. The yalued rent of the pariſh is 86381, 165 
Scotch. | 


Farms. — The farms are moſtly ſmall ; few exceed go er 
60 acres, and the greateſt number are from 20 to 40. The 
farmers generally put 3 horſes into their ploughs ; but of 
late, the mode of uſing only 2 horſes, which are driven by 
the ploughman, has taken place, and, it is hoped, will foon 
univerſally preyail throughout the pariſh, 


Praduce. — The crops are PER barley, oats, beans, peaſe, 
and potatoes. The wheat is ſown after fallow or potatoes. 
Thoſe who ſow no wheat, divide their farms nearly into; 
parts, one of which is ſown with barley, another with oats 
and a third with peaſe and beans. Of thele the barley crop 
is by far the moſt expenſive, as it requires moſt manure and 
labour. There is more grain produced in the pariſh than is 
ſufficient to maintain its inhabitants. Many bolls of beans 
and peaſe are ſent to Falkirk eyery Thurſday, and ſold there. 
Barley is fold to diſtillers and brewers in the neighbourhood; 
but moſt of the-oatmeal is conſumed in the pariſh, 


| Mode of Agriculture, and Expence of "MY —The barley 


fields muſt be three times plowed. The firſt plowing is in 
| November, 


f Airib. 9 


November, the ſecond in March, and the laſt in the end of 
April or beginning of May: Previous to the laſt, a quantity 
of lime and dung is ſpread upon the fields, The effects of 
the lime are particularly beneficialz in hard clay ground, it 
{eparates'the {tiff particles from each other; and, if the ſoil 
is ſoft and wet, it ſucks up the exuberant moiſture, The 
farmer ſhould be very attentive, as to the time and manner 
of putting lime on his barley fields. Perhaps the beſt time 
z the beginning of November, when the ground ſhould be 
plowed with a very thin and flight furrow, as the lime natu- 
rally finks into it. By its being put on at this ſeaſon, the ſa- 
line particles, and hot burning quality of the lime, are ab- 
forbed by the earth, and incorporated with it through the 


vinter; whereas, if it be deferred till after the ſecond or 


third plowing, little advantage is derived from it that ſeaſon z 
and in caſe of much drought, it is often found to be hurtful. 
There is a prejudice entertained by many farmers, that lime 
ö not beneficial to light ſandy ground. This opinion may 
be preſumed to proceed from the want of a fair trial; for it 
is well known, that lime incorporates with ſand, and tends to 
conſolidate its ſmall particles, and to give the ground a pecu- 
lar ſtrength and firmneis. The farmers often roll their bar- 
ley fields with a heavy wooden or ſtone roller: This, in a 
dry ſeaſon, is of great uſe, as it tends to preſerve the moiſ- 
ture in the ground, and hinders the drought from penetrat- 
ing into it; but if heavy rains fall ſoon after the rolling, it is 
neceſſary to open the ſurface with the harrow. It may be 
obſerved, that the barley ſown in April is the ſtrongeſt grain; 
but that ſown in the middle of May is the mott prolific, 


Beans and peaſe are ſown in the beginning of March, 


the oats immediately after. Ploughmen's wages, at preſent, 
are from $81. to 101. per annum. Thoſe of ſervant maids, 


from 
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from 2L 108. to 31. About 20 years ago, the former bad 
from 51. to 61. ; and the latter, from 30 8. to 408. 


Population —The number of inhabitants, in 1755, was 
2316. The population has not ſince decreaſed. | The fami- 
lies in the pariſh are 508 z theſe families, by the neareſt com. 
putation, exceed 44 in each family at an average; and the whole 
population may be ſtated at about 2350. The villagers are 
about 1200; tradeſmen and ſeamen about 140. The annuzl 
average of births, for the laſt ro n is 66; of en 54; 
and of marriages, 20. 


| Decline of 7. rade. The trade in Airth, prior to the year 
1 7455 was very conſiderable, but has ſince been on the de- 
cline, owing to a number of veſſels being burnt at that pe- 
riod, The occaſion of this was, that the rebels, having 
ſeized a ſmall veſſel at a narrow part of the river, called Fal. 
lin, by means of it tranſported a number of ſmall braſs can. 
Non to the harbours of Airth and Dunmore, near each of 
which they erected batteries, and placed their cannon, Up. 
on the King's veſſels coming from Leith to diſlodge them, a 
reciprocal firing took place. The commanders of the King's 
veſſels, finding their efforts ineffectual, ſailed down the river 
with the tide, and gave orders to burn all the veſſels lying 
on the river ſide, to prevent them falling into the hands of 
the rebels, who might have uſed them as tranſports, and ha- 
raſſed the people on both ſides of the river. The loſs of 
_ theſe veſſels were ſeverely felt by the trading people in Airth, 
and trade has ſince removed to Carronſhore and Ry 
mouth. ; 


Shipping 


= Xx <S 
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Shipping ,—There are at preſent 8 veſſels belonging. to. the 
pariſh, Some of theſe are employed in the Baltic, others in 
the coal and lime mae. | 


Church and School, —The ſtipend is 69 bolls of meal and 

barley, and about 1000 merks of money, with a manſe, and 

gede of 10 acres of good arable ground, The patron of the 

pariſh is James Graham, Efq; of Airth.— There is an eſta- 
bliſhed ſchool in it, and a ſchoolmaſter, who has a dwel- 
ling houſe and legal falary allowed him by the heritors. 

The number of ſcholars, taught in it, is between 70 and 80. 

There are ſome other ſchools of lefler note ; but the maſters 
of theſe have no allowance, except what is given them by 

the parents of thoſe children whom they inſtruct. 


Heritors.— There are 5 heritors, who reſide conſtantly or 
occafionally in the pariſh, and 6 who do not refide in it. 
Befides theſe, there are ſeveral leſſer heritors and feuers. 


Poer.— The number of poor ſupplied weekly is 30; and of 
occaſional poor, there are about 12. They are ſupplied by an 
annual aſſeſſment, which the heritors voluntarily impoſe upon 
themſelves, the one half of which is paid by them, and the 


ether by their tenants. By the intereſt of money, the aſſeſſ- 


ment, and the weekly collections, the ſum given annually to 
the poor is between 801. and gol. Sterling. 


Antiquities —There are 3 antient towers in the pariſh, one 
a Airth, another at Dunmore, and a third at Powfouls. The 
tower at Airth was built before Sir William Wallace's time, 
Who lived at the beginning of the 14th century. If credit 
can be given to Blind Harry's poetical hiſtory of that hero, 
be ſays, that Wallace came privily into nn tower, ſlew the 

captain 
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captain and 160 men, and relieved his uncle, who was a pri- 
ſoner in it. This tower is in good repair ; it makes part of the 
houſe of Airth, and bears the name of Wallace's Tower, 
The antiquity of the other two is not accurately aſcertained, 
In one of the aiſles of Airth church, belonging to the family 
of Airth, there is a black marble ſtone built in the wall, with 
the Bruce's arms elegantly engraved above it, hearing the 
OOTY inſcription in very neat — characters. 


M. 8. 


ALEX ANDRO BRvuss10, | 
Ex RoBERTI Brvuss11 SCOTORUM Recs 
FiL1O NATU SECUNDO, PROGENITO, 
BaRONIL AIR THEN. 

PRIMUM IN BELGIO PER ANN OS XIII. 
DriIx IN ANGLIA PRO TRIBUNO REGIO. 
Viro cum ſtrenvo tum pientiſſimo, 
Ztatis, anno LVI. vitaque ſimvl defvncto, 
A. D. XVII. Kal. Oct. CID DC XLII. 

G. LAUDERUS AFFINIS, M. P. 


Brvuss1vs hic ſitvs eſt ; pietate an clarior armis, 
Incertum eſt ; certum regibus ortus avis, 


Heer lyes a branche of Bruſſe's noble ſtemm, 

Airth's Baron, whoſe high worth did ſvte that name. 
. Holland his courage, honovred Spain did feare, 

The Sweeds in Fvnen bought the trial deare. 

At laſt his Prince's ſervice called him home, 

To die on Thames his bank, and leave this tombe, 

To bear his name unto poſteritie, 

And make all braue men loue his memorie. 


Mineral 
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Mineral Springs. —There is a well, near Abbeytown Brid ge, 
called Ladh-Well, which is thought to be medicinal. Num. 
ders have uſed it, and ſtill uſe it, as ſuch. It is ſuppoſed to 
have obtained that name, from the holy water, in the time 
of Popery, being taken from it, to upply the tray or Ca- 
tholic chapel, then at Airth. 


General Charadter of the People. —The morals of the people 
are, in general, good; and moſt of them are ſober, induſ. 
trious, and attentive to their reſpective employments. They 
are particularly regular in attending Divine worſhip every 
Sunday, at the parochial church, and are, upon the whole, A 
wal bebaved a and ho ſet or has 63 
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PARISH oF KINNELLAR 4 
(County of Aberdeen,) © 


By the Rev. My Gavin MTH. 


1 od Extent. 


"HE | with of Kinnellar is ſituated in the preſbytery, 

_ ſynod, and ſhire of Aberdeen. It forms an area of 

Naur acres, and is of narrow extent; conſiſting chiefly of an 

irregular aſſemblage of hills, none of which, however, riſe to 

any conſiderable elevation, or diſplay any thing wor? wild or 
dreary | in their aſpect. 


| Soil and eee The we pariſh is either actual 
cultivated, or at leaſt ſuſceptible of cultivation. Even the 
hills are partly cultivated, both upon the fides and the ſums 
mit. Their tops are partly covered with thriving plantations 
of firs, In other places, where they produce heath, or a ſtrong 
coarſe ſpecies of graſs, they are ſtill reſerved for paſture. 
The low ground dividing the hills, is, for the moſt part, 
ſwampy. The ſoil of the hills, wherever they diſcover any 
appearance of Nen is warm, e 0p" in ſome eg 
bnoy, 0 
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here; but theſe have decreaſed, and do not now exceed 44) 
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more advantageous modes of farming having been introdu- 
ted. Black cattle are more numerous, being at preſent no 
fewer than 534; and even theſe are only the winter ſtock, 
kept for labour, and for breedin g. In ſummer, many fields 
are rented by ſtrangers for grazing cattle, which they intro- 
duce from different places; and even the farmers of the pa- 
riſh purchaſe additional ſtock, when the graſs ſprings up. 
Theſe are again ſold off, as the year advances. Until Janua- 
r7, however, a number continue to be fed in the ſtalls upon 
turnips, which are then alſo driven to Aberdeen, and there 
ſold, Horſes are leſs numerous than they would be, if the 
practice of plowing with oxen did not prevail, Of theſe, 
however, there are in the pariſh 87: A few ſwine are fed 
here 3 but the greater part are annually fattened, and killed 
in December or January. In the beginning of ſpring 1791, 
there were 39 bee-hives in the pariſh, which would, no 
| doubt, produce many additional ſwarms in the courſe of the 

ſummer, | X 


Agriculture, —Agficulture has been gradually improved to 
a ſtate of conſiderable perfection. Graſs ſeeds had not been 
ſown in this pariſh, in any conſiderable quantity, before the 
year 1750 till about that time they were not kept for ſale 
by the metchants in Aberdeen, and confequently could not 
be much known among our farmers. The culture of tur- 
hips was. equally. unknown at the ſettlement of the preſent in- 
cumbent. A few only were raiſed by ſome gentlemen in 
their gardens, for kitchen uſe. In the year 1758, the mini- 
Ter, unwilling to be at great pains in. weeding a bed which 
he had ſown in his garden, and which he did not expect to 
ſucceed well, tore out the greater part with a hoe, leavin g 
nly a few ſcattered here and there upon the bed ; but was 
nuch ſurpriſed; to find his crop of turnips turn out much 

Ver- III. 23R ſuperior 
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ſuperior to any of the ſame plant, that he had ever before - 
feen. After this, he continued to hoe and thin all his ſub- 
ſequent growths of turnips in the ſame manner. In the next 
year, a neighbouring gentleman ſowed ſome turnips in a field, 
and although he did not uſe a hoe in weeding them, yet 
thinned them ſo as to leave about a hand-breadth of ground 
open around each plant. His crops anſwered equally well, 
In 1760 or 1761, the practice of hoeing was generally a. 
dopted, by all who ſowed turnips through the pariſh, The 
culture of this plant has, fince that time, become gradually 
more common; and it has contributed greatly to clear the 
ground of wild oats, and other weeds, which uſed before to 
choke the corn; and the turnips have been very profitably 


made uſe of, in feeding and fattening cattle. The intro. MW 


duction of graſs feeds has been no leſs favourable in its in. 
Auence upon agriculture, Before the uſe of theſe was 
known, thoſe parts of our lands which were cultivated, were, 
(however much exhauſted), kept almoſt continually in crop, 
the farmers being unwilling to ſuffer them to reſt ; becauſe, 
for the firſt two years, fcarcely any other vegetable but the 
ſtinking May weed appeared upon them. The conſtant fuc- 
ce ſſion of crops then was, one crop of barley immediately 
after the land had been manured; then two crops of oats; 
after which the manure was again laid on. This ſucceſſion 
is ſtill in ſome meaſure continued, notwithſtanding the im. 
provements which have taken place; but the land is always 
very much exhauſted by fucceffive crops of oats. Auguſt 

aud September are commonly the months of harveft labour. 
On the lands. adjoining to the river Don, which paſſes 
throug zh the pariſh, the crops ripen early. They are ſome- 
what later towards the fouth. March is the ſeed time for 


oats ; barley 1: ſown i in the n of April and beginning d 
1 | 


( 


Price 


for 
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Pricet of Labour. Day labourers receive, for their labour, 
$d, a day; but are now beginning to aſk. more. Carpenters 
are paid from 10 d. to 15, ; maſons, 15. 53 d.; taylors, 4d. 
or 5 d. with victuals. Labourers, who have families, com- 
monly rent a ſmall piece of ground, the work upon which 
i performed chiefly by their children. The wages of lervants, : 
hired by the year or half year, have increaſed greatly within 
theſe 30 years. In 1758, a man ſervant might have been 
hired for 11. 16s. 8d. a year; at preſent, 5 1. a year are the 
common wages for men ſervants who can hold a plough, and 
perform all ſuch farm work as requires the greateſt ſtrength 
and kill. Others, whole years and dexterity fit them only 
for work of a leſs robuſt nature, receive indeed ſmaller 
wages; but even the weakeſt and moſt unſkilful man ſervant, 
cannot be hired for leſs than 2 I. a year. For the harveſt la- 
bour alone, they get from 3os. to 40s. Women lervants 
ae paid at the rate of 21. or 21, 10 8. a year. 


Ploughs and Cart. For ſome time paſt, cows and oxen 
have been uſed, as well as horſes, in drawing the ploughs. 
The whole number of Ploughs, now uſed in the pariſh, are | 
25, Seven of theſe are drawn by oxen, and from 4 to 10 
oxen are yoked in each plough; the other 18 are drawn by 
horſes. Thirty-eight carts are employed in this pariſh 3 6 
drawn by a ſingle horſe; 28 by 2 horſes; and 4, belonging 
to Mr Leys, a reſiding heritor, by a horſe and an ox each, 


Lows are ref in che Neude as well as oxen. 


"ks and 135 5 —The Hs are, for the moſt +, 
well incloſed. A ſmall part of the public road, which paſſes 
through this pariſh, with the other pariſh roads, are kept 
bs either by che ſtatute labour, or by the money received 

from 
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| from ſuch. as choole. to pay the enn at the rate of 
I 8. 6d. for 6 days. 


* Trade buy” Fuel, — Beſides cattle, ry PR Roa quantities of 
meal and barley are fold at Aberdeen, Peats are the com- 
mon and principal article of fuel. Coals are alſo __ 
from Aberdeen, which is 9 miles diſtant, 


Rents and Heritors,—The whole rents of the lands in 
this pariſh amount to between 800 l. and 9oo l. The | 
| heritors are, Sir William Forbes of Craigievar, the Dyer 
Company of Aberdeen, the managers of the funds of King's 
College in Aberdeen, Mr Wilſon of Glaſgowego, Mr Leys 
of Glaſgowforeſt, Mr Robertſon of Strachry, and Mr Hog 
of Auchronie. Two chaiſes are n by e reſiding 
in the Sock 


Church and 8 Ripend i is 70 bolls of meal, 10 4 
bear, and 340 merks Scotch in money. The glebe confiſts 
of about 5 acres of land, not the worſt in the pariſh, The 
eaſt end of the church was antiently a Popiſh chapel. Near 
the door ſtill remains what ſeems to have been a font for 
holy water, inſcribed with the date A. C. 1534. The welt | 
end of the church was built before the erection of the bell- 
try, in 1615.—Four poor families are at preſent aſſiſted from 
the funds of the pariſh, under the management of the kirk 

ſeſſion. - The weekly collections, making about 51. Ster. 
ing a year, and the intereſt of a mortjfied fund of 601. are 


2 - 7 N ome which the ſeſſion has to "apply to hey relief. 


Sehoal. —The been ſchool | is * ban bing liberally 
endowed. The ſchoolmaſter's yearly falary is 100 merks 


. 2 by the heritors. He alſo receives, as ſeſſion 
# _ derth 


Kum 


dlerk, 20 I. Scotch a year; with 6s. 8 d. Scotch for an. 
baptiſm, and 16d, Sterling for each marriage. The wages 
paid by the ſcholars are, 1s. 6 d. Sterling a quarter for Eng- 


liſh and writing; 1 s. for Engliſh alone; and 28. for Latin 
and arithmetic. The medium number of ſcholars is 30 in 


winter, and 16 in ſummer. 22 Loma has at | preſent an 
excellent ſchoolmaſter. 


reale and Diſegſes.— The great body of the inhabi- 
tants conſiſts of farmers, with their families and ſervants. 
As no manufactures are carried on, there are few mechanics, 
and no villages, Too many cattle, indeed, are kept in this 


pariſh, to admit of its being a thriving nurſery of the human 


ſpecies. Not that it is much afflicted with dangerous diſtem- 


pers; although inflammatory and putrid fevers appear occa- 


ſionally. In autumn 1790, a complication of fever and rheu- 
matiſm, which, on the third day, brought on a delirium, pre- 
niled in the pariſh ; but ſcarcely any died of it. The circum- 


tance chiefly inimical to the increaſe of its population is, 
that, as a few hands are ſufficient for the management of 


black cattle, the reſt go elſewhere for employment, as they 


grow up, Even the incloſures, in many reſpects ſo benefi- 
cial, are, in one inſtance, unfriendly to population. Boys 


and girls were employed to tend cattle, while feeding in the 


open fields; but in graſs parks, a cow-herd is hardly neceſſa- 
This is one cauſe of the great decreaſe of inhabitants 
within theſe 30 years, which amounts to nearly one fourth 
ince 1765. The decreaſe ſince 1755, however, is not ſo. 
great, being only 56, or about one ſeventh on the whole; as 
the return to Dr Webſter, on that occaſion, was 398. The 


table here ſubjoined, exhibits an accurate ſtate of the popu- 
uuns of n. for theſe laſt 34 . 
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© Antiquities, —Three cairns, with broad baſes, ftill rematy 
in this pariſh, monuments of a ſtate of arts and manners 
long fince forgotten. One of thoſe cairns, called Cairn. 
| weil, is placed upon the farm of Kinnellar; another, on the 
farm of Nether Auguhorſk ; and the third, called the Cairn 
of Semblings, or the Aſſembly Cairn, on the top of the hill 
of Auchronie. Upon the farm of Blackhill were formerly 
ſeveral ſmall cairns, which have been opened and dug to the 
bottom. In one of them were 3 concentric circles of ſtones, 
and within the innermoſt of theſe circles, ſome bones ſtill 
perfect, but white, as if calcined, upon the ſurface, and 
black within. Upon the farm of Upper Auguhorſk there is 
a large ſtone, called Drum Stone, within fight both of Drum 
and Harlaw, upon which, tradition ſays, the Laird of Drum 
made his teſtament, immediately before he went to the battle 
of Harlaw. In the wall of the church-yard, there are ſome 
great ſtones, 10 feet in length, and 4 in thickneſs, and reſting 
upon the fide, which appear to be the remains of a circle of 
large ſtones, that once ſtood in this ſituation, Another ſmaller 
circle, of the ſame ſort, appears to have been plaeed on the 
ſummit of the adjacent hill of Benachard. 


Miſcellaneous Obhſer vations.— A ſtorm of thunder and hail 

which happened on the 3oth of July 1790, did conſiderable 
damage to the turnips. A meteor was obſerved, on the even. 

ing of the 5th of October, paſſing, at a ſmall diſtance, eaſi 

_ _ ward from this place, in a direction between ſouth and north. 
It ſeemed, when obſerved, to be low and falling. 
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NUMBER IXI. 
PARISH OF KINCARDINE, 
(Counties of Roß and Cromarty.) 


y the Rev. Mr AxDbREW GALLIE, 


Origin of the Name, 

T is well known, that the Highlanders of Scotland were 
formerly divided into many different clans or tribes, and 
theſe again ſubdivided into families. The clan Ros, as far 
back as tradition goes, were the proprietors and inhabitants 
of this diſtrict. They {till retain three fourths of the property, 
and are by much the moſt prevalent name in it. Veltiges of 
the moſt antient reſidence of their chiefs, are ſtill to be ſeen 
in a beautiful field, between the church and the ſea fide, 
The field terminates in a ſteep bank, hanging over the ſea at 
high water, called the Bank of the Gate, and at the bottom, 
there is a ſpring of excellent water, called the Lady's Well, 
The chief of the clan, and his moſt powerful and confidential 
friends dwelling here, fixed the naine Kincardine, or the 
Heads of the Friends, to the place where they reſided. Here 
paſture for cattle, with fiſhing and hunting, the favourite 
employment of the Highlanders, could be had in the great- 
elt variety, The place, therefore, ſuited their genius, and 
gave them the eaſieſt acceſs to thoſe exerciſes, which, requir- 
ing coolneſs, patience, and ſtratagem, ſubjecting them, at the 
lame time, to hunger and cold, and obliging them to paſs 
ER, at through 
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through deep and rapid rivers, to run over extended heaths, 
and to climb rocks and mountains, formed at once, both 
the body and mind, for the toils and arts of war, As they 
had but a precarious ſubſiſtence from their herds, from 6. 

ing, and hunting, certain of their numbers were ſent to the 
_ Inviting plains of Eaſter Roſs, for the purpoſes of agriculture, 
and when there, looking up towards the country they had 
left, they would naturally think qu the place where the heads of 

eng tribes reſided, „which they emphatically called Kincardine 


The chief of the clan Roſs, is mentioned at a very remote 
period, in the neighbourhood of St. Duthus. This muſt 
have happened, when he was 'inveſfel with the power and 
juriſdiction of thane; for the*towp, then a village, cloſe by 
Duthus's ſanétuary, retains the name of that ſaint in Gaelic, 
and yet, in Engliſh, it is called Taig,, The illiterate High- 
landers, even of the preſent day, ſound Thane, Tain. 


Extent and Situation,—Tie pariſh of Kincardine extends 

9 eaſt to weſt, upwards of 3o miles, and its greateſt 
| breadth is near 20. At the eaſt end it is very narrow; but 
widens gradually to the weſtern extremity, where the foreſt 
of Balnagown is ſituated, which | is of great extent, and re- 
markable for the large ſize of its ter. The pariſh is ſituated 
in the preſbytery of Tain, ſynod of Roſs, and counties of Roſs 


and Cromarty. It conſiſts of ſeveral ſtraths and glens, and of 
courſe abounds with hills and rivers. The ſoil, in ſuch an 


extent of ground, u varies, © wet 


 Heritors and e are. IN heritors in the pariſh, 
only 3 of whom reſide in it. The pariſh contains about 3009 
acres of arable ground and meadow graſs. The rent, which 


J. s. Auctusting. 4 is from 120@1. to 13901. per annum. 


Hul and Sheep . l hills are of great extent, aol 


55 of them abound ig the fineſt heath, Cattle, from y 
Ch | h low 


I q 25.4 4 * 
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oy country, are paſtured on them, for about 4 months, at 
the rate of 18 d. per head; but they are beginning to riſe in 
their value, ſheep farmers, from the borders, having taken 
ons in the neighbourhood, and inviting their acquain-' 
ance, by the ſucceſs they have had, and the promiſing ap- 
pearance of the country, to follow their example. . 


| Population. —The number of the inhabitants is at preſent 
far ſhort of what it was 16 years ago, when the preſent in« 


cumbent was ſettled. It was then upwards of 2000, above 


years of age, whereas there are not now above 1600 examin- 


ble perſons. There appears, however, to be but little de- 
creaſe upon the whole within theſe 40 years, the number re- 


turned to Dr Webſter, in 1755, being 1743. The chief 


cauſe of the late great decreaſe is, that in 1782, many were 


reduced to poverty by the loſs of their cattle, and the almoſt 
total failure of the crop of that year, which occaſioned ſuch 
accumulated diſtreſs, that they were obliged to remove with 


their families, and ſettle in the low country, as day labourers, 


or domeſtic ſervants ., 


As ſheep farming has begun, and is likely to have a great 
and rapid progreſs, and ſeveral ſmall farms are turned into 
3 ones 


* Having mentioned the diſtreſs incurred in the year 1782, 


the author conſiders himſelf called on to record an action of 
the late gallant Sir John Lockhart Roſs, which does him the 
higheſt credit. Underſtanding the diſtreſs of the poor people 


on his eſtate, he ſent a ſeaſonable and bountiful ſupply of large 


quantities of peaſe, barley, flour, and potatoes, to which God- 
like beneficence many hundreds owed their lives. Let it be 
added, that he ordered his factor or ſteward to give his High- 
land tenants, who did not fave as much as would ſow their 
Fonds, ſeed from his farms in the low country, where the 
8 was, not ſo great as in the Highlands: And at the con- 


te, 


eluſion of the war, upon his return to his native country, he diſ- 
counted one third of the arrears of rent, over the whole of his 


niſter of Creich, and vice verſa,” 


one, it is not probable that the number of people will ins 
_ creaſe, eſpecially in the remote parts of the ſtraths and glens; 
which, it muſt be acknowledged, are more fit for the ſhepherd 
and his ſheep, than for the huſbandman with his plough. 
The number of births and burials cannot be aſcertained; ma. 
ny of the children of this pariſh being baptized by the mi. 
And when a ſtranger 2 
gyman paſſes through either pariſh, which is often the caſe, 
the parents, accompanied by one or more of the elders, wait 
on him, and get their children baptized.” There are 5j bu- 
rying places reſorted to by the inhabitants, and 3 of theſe are 
in the pariſh of Creich. There is no "UI: grave-digper 
but at the church, 


 Improvements.—Hitherto there have been few, if any, im. 
provements, worthy of being mentioned; but ſomething in 
that line is expected ſoon to be introduced, by two reſpectable 
gentlemen, who have taken farms in the pariſh. 


Mcd. There is much wood ſcattered over the pariſh, 
though now, not one half, either in reſpect of ſize of tim- 
ber or extent of ground, to what ſome ſtill living remember, 


There are no ptantations, except at Invercharron and Glad. 
field. 


| Fiflings—The waters of Oigeal and Carron formerly a- 
bounded more in fſalinon than they do at preſent. The 
imaller waters, and the lochs, of which there are a great 
number, ſupply thoſe who are in. the neighbourhood, and 
take the trouble of fiſhing for them, with excellent trouts. 
Sir Charles Roſs fiſhes with cobles at the Bonar and on the 


Oigeal, where he has likewiſe a linn fiſhing. On the Kyle, 


Sir Hector Munro hath two ait ſtations, and Mr Roſs of 
Inver- 
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Invercharron one. There is a hair at Kincardine, which pro- 
duces a ſmall-rent to Sir Charles Roſs. He furniſhes wood 
for ſtandards and ſaplings. His tenants in the neighbour- 
hood-are obliged annually to repair the yair, and' have the 
| {mall fiſh for their trouble, The ſalmon belongs to the 
maſter, or to the tackſman. The ſmall fiſh are of ſeveral 


kinds, ſome of which have no names, but ſuch as the natives 


invent for them. Early in the ſeaſon, great ſhoals of that 
ſpecies of fiſh, known in England by the name of white bait, 
tome up. They grow to the ſize of anchovies, and are 
thought to be what are found in the harveſt months, (reſem- 
blog the ſmall winter herrings), found in the * of Cro- 
marty and Inverneſs. | 


It is worthy of remark, that during the great ſcarcity in 
1783, theſe fiſh came up in ſuch aſtoniſhing quantities, as to 
contribute very much to the ſupport of thoſe who ſiſhed the 


yair, as well as of many families from the neighbouring 
county and eſtates, who were invited to ſhare the boun- 


ties of providence in that ſeaſon of diſtreſs. Sturgeon is alſo 
wund in the yair. The incumbent has ſcen a large one ta- 
ken from it, that meaſured 132 feet. The country people, 
thinking it of ſervice to their cattle in certain diſeaſes, carry 
it home, and preſerve it in their houſes. Prawns, ſmall rock 
ind ware cod, gurnet, turbot, and padles are found ; but for 
the laſt 3 years, MM the ſmall fiſh have decreaſed very much, 
except founders, 


Ferries. There are 5; ferries ; one at Bonar, where the Car- 
ron runs into the Firth ; one on the river Carron, a mile 
above the Firth; one at Culrain; one at Tighniriver, and 
me at Ochtow. The z laſt facilitate the communication be- 


tween the counties of Roſs and Sutherland. 


Manufacturer. 
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 Manufafures,—There are no manufaCtures of any tonſe; bour! 
quence carried on in this pariſh, The act 1746, diſcharging 
the Highland dreſs, had the worſt of conſequences. Prior to 
that period, the Highland women were remarked for their ſxil 


and ſucceſs in ſpinning and dying wool, and clothing them. ſome 
ſelves and their houſcholds, each according to her fancy, in bleffi 
tartans, fine, beautiful, and durable. Deprived of the pleaſure dang 
of ſeeing their huſbands, ſons, and favourites, in that elegant y to 
drapery, emulation died, and they became contented with ma- of tl 
nufacturing their wool in the coarſeſt and clumſieſt manner; veſt 
perhaps thinking, that ſince they muſt appear like the neigh. is ge 
bouring Lowlanders,the leſs they ſhone, in the ornaments of the | foot, 
Lowland dreſs, they would be the more in character. Their fa- ſame 
vourite employment thus failing them, rather than allow their knitt 
girls to be idle, they made them take to the ſpinning of li- conf 
nen yarn, in which few are yet ſo improved as to earn zd. 
per diem, and much, if not the moſt of the ſmall earnings of N 
thoſe ſpinners, is laid out upon flimſy articles of dreſs; my 
whilſt that conſcious pride, which formerly aſpired at diſtine- WW dale 
tion from merit and induftry, is converted into the moſt ri- nig, 
diculous and pernicious vanity, ſetting them above the drud- thoſ 
gery of being uſeful domeſtic ſervants. a 
5 9 2 | whit 
 Advantages.—-No corner of Scotland, however, is better 
adapted, for a manufacturing village, than Kincardine. It is 4 
in the near neighbourhood of two great corn counties, has galla 
the advantage of water carriage, and a choice of ſafe har- Cete 
bours, for veſſels of 5o tons burden. There is plenty of 
running water, and of the beſt Highland fuel. It lies open 4 
to ſeveral very populous diſtricts, and, were manufaCtures ſhee 
once eſtabliſhed, and ſhops opened, it would be reſorted to by in o 
many. There are in the pariſh, and its immediate neigh- bee 


bourhood, 


of Kincardine-. — 


bourhood, 12,000 fleeces of wool ſhorn annually “; the moſt 


remote can be delivered at the Kyle-end, and an expence too 
triling to be mentioned, would bring them to Kincardine by 
water. Thoſe who ſhall firſt have the ſpirit to undertake 
ſomething in the manufacturing line here, will merit the 
bleflings of hundreds, in a corner half depopulated, and in 
danger of being totally deſerted ; beſides contributing great- 
y to their own immediate benefit and emolument. Many 
of the Highland boys and girls are, in the ſummer and har- 
reſt ſeaſons, employed in herding; and as the range of paſture 
is generally extenſive, were the woollen manufactures ſet on 
foot, the boys and girls, in the hills and plains, could, at the 
ſame time that they tended their cattle, earn as much by 
knitting ſtockings, as their full grown ſiſters at home, by the 
conſtant turning of the lint wheel, | 


Minerals, —This pariſh remains hitherto unexplored, by 
any who have knowledge of mines. On the farm of Dibi- 


dale ſtands one of our higheſt mountains, called Carnchui. 
1g, on which ſtones have been found, perfectly ſimilar to 


thoſe known by the name of Cairngorms. Knockirny, 
where this pariſh marches with Aflint, abounds with marble, 
white and party coloured. | 


Antiquities, —Craigchonichan lies in this pariſh, where the 
gallant Marquis of Montroſe fought his laſt battle, and was 
defeated by Colonel Strachan. He ſwam the Kyle, and lay 

5 | for 


* The late Sir John Lockhart Roſs of Balnagown, introduced 


eep farming into this pariſh, and the neighbouring one of Creich, 
in order to employ his Highlanders, and had the erecting of a 
village in contemplation ; but being called to the wars, and his 
ſheep falling under bad management, he ſold off his ſtock; and, 


at his return, finding himſelf in the decline of life, dropt his 
favourite idea, | | 
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for ſome time concealed in Aſſint; » but being diſcovered and 
apprehended, he was ſent priſoner to Inverneſs, Attempts 
were made to throw the odium of betraying this truly great 
man on M*Leod of Aflint, who was a royaliſt, and the friend 
of Montroſe, He went to Caithneſs to meet him, but Mon. 
troſe moving ſouthward, by a rout different from what Affnt 
had taken, the Marquiſs's misfortunes, (his death was none 
of them), had their full completion, before the Laird of 
Aſſint returned to his own country, His family ſuffered at 
that time; but when, at the loweſt ebb of fortune, it revived 
again, and now conſiſts of two branches, Geanies and Cad- 
boll, which rank among the moſt reſpectable in the counties 
of Roſs and Cromarty. The ground, where the battle wa 
fought, took its preſent name from the event of that memo- 
rable day; it may be tranſlated, the Rock of Lamentaticn, lts 
antient name is {till well known, though rarely uſed. 


Nigh to the church there is an alley, walled in, and ter- 
minating in a large ſemicircle, appropriated to that antient 
military exerciſe and diſcipline, known by the name of ea. 
fon fhawing. In the church yard there is nothing remark» 
able, but a ſtone about 5 feet in length, and divided into two 

cells; the ends and ſides are full of figures and characters 
An Imperial crown, and a man on horfeback, in the act of 
darting a lance, are till very viſible. It appears to be thc 
Half of a ſtone coffin; and tradition ſays, that the remains 
of a Prince of Loellin, who died of his wounds in the neigb- 
bourhood, were depoſited in it. There are ſeveral Douns, 
which are conjectured to have been Druidical temples. They 
were open at top, and, if the Bel of the Druids was the 
Terminus of the Romans, it ſufficiently accounts for their 
circular conſtruction, and aperture at top. There are alſo ſere. 


ral of thoſe circles of None, ſo [requently mentioned by Offian, 
which 


| of Kincardine. - $13 


hich were ſacred to Loda, the favourite deity of the antient 
candinavians, Fields of battle can be till traced; but as 
hele were the reſult of clannith and provincial feuds, a par- 
ticular account of them is unneceflary. . 


Church, &c.— The church is placed within a mile of the 
eaſtern extremiry of the pariſh. It continues to be only 
thatched with heather, but is well ſeated, and has a large and 
vell- toned bell, which was captured in a French man of 
war, and prelented to the pariſh by the late Admiral Sir 
Jokn Lockhart Roſs. Tain is the preſbytery ſeat. The 
church is 14 miles to the weſt of that burgh. The manſe 
was lately repaired, The ſtipend is only 70 l. Sterling, and 
being all paid in money, makes the living by far the pooreſt 
in the ſynod of Roſs, Contin excepted, The preſent in- 
cumbent is married, and hath 9 children living. Six are 
dead. There are two preaching ſtations beſides the church, 
viz, Amat in Strath Carron, and Doun in Strath Oigeal ; 
the one 10, and the other 14 miles, diſtant from the manſe. 
The pariſh was long ſupplied by the committee for manag- 
ing the Royal bountyz with a ſucceſſion of miſſionaries and 
catechiſts. Theſe, however, about 2 years ago, were with- 
drawn, a meaſure moſt prejudicial to the temporal and ſpiritual 
ntereſts of the people reſiding in the Highlands where they 
preached, The inhabitants then could ſeldom have the 
means of inſtruction ; the diſtance of many from the pariſh 
church, making the journey tedious and fatiguing, and, in 
bad weather, dangerous. Marriages and baptiſms, however, 
obliged many to come to church, on which occaſions a 
great expence was incurred; for the open-hearted con- 


Vial Highlander, would not paſs a public houſe, without 


entertaining thoſe who attended him, to the number, per- 
haps, of two thirds of a village, made up of his relations 
| Yor, III. ; a 3 T aud 
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and acquaintance. This evil is now happily removed, Are 
ſpectable lady, who, in this and other acts of charity and bene. 
ficence, proceeds according to the rules preſcribed in 
the goſpel, has ſupplied the pariſh with a miſſionary; and 
has it in contemplation to build him a comfortable houſe, 
and a genteel chapel for Divine ſervice. 


Poor. — The number on the roll is not great. There is 
no fund but what ariſes from the weekly collections, out of 
which two ferries are paid for the uſe of the poor. 


Duadrupeds,—The number of black cattle and Horſes is 
on the decreaſe; but the breed is improving. England regu- 
lates the prices of them. Befides other domeſtic animals, 
the pariſh abounds with deer, roes, hares, foxes, badgers, 
otters, wild cats, and pole.cats. Squirrels are alſo found in 
the woods of Glen Ainaig. It may be added, that the Frith 
abounds with ſeals, to the great prejudice of the falmon fiſh- 


| Birds. —Beſides the ſeveral domeſtic kinds, there are 3 
great variety in the fields, woods, hills, and waters; fuch a 
the wood and mountain thruſhes, linnets, black birds, ftar- 
lings, finches of all kinds, field-fares, curlews, wild geeſe, 
| herons, ſwans and ducks of various fizes and colours. Birds 
of prey alſo abound, viz. eagles, hawks, ravens, kites, and 
| hooded crows. There are ſome ſinging birds of a moſt 
beautiful plumage, the names of which the incumbent is not 
acquainted with. There js one ſpecies, remarkably ſmall, 
and of a pale ſand colour, which is diſtinguiſhed for the 
ſtrength and ſweetneſs of its notes, and ſings during the 
pight, By way of ironical contraſt to its fize, and in com. 


pliment to its pipe, it is called the Giant of the "7 
The 


of Kincardine; oY 


The migratory birds are the cuckow, ſwallow, green plover; 
and woodcock. The pariſh alſo abounds in game, ſuch as 


moor fowls, black cocks, ptarmigans, grey plovers, partridges, 
and {aipes. 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations, —Janet McLeod, the remarkable 
faſting woman, is ſtill living in this pariſh, A particular de- 
{cription of her caſe is to be found in Pennant's Tour, and 
the Encyclopaedia Britannica, She is paſt 60 years of age; 
ind takes no nouriſhment but a little of the thinneſt oruel, 


or ſome ſuch light aliment, which ſhe receives through the 


aperture made by breaking two of her fore. teeth, for the 
purpoſe of feeding her.— This pariſh has but one fair. It 
holds in the laſt week of November. There is commonly a 


fine ſhew of Highland cows, fattened on the beſt heath, and 


whoſe beef is allowed to be of the firſt flavour and taſte: 
They draw from 3 l. to 51. per head. Butter is ſold at 128. 
the Scotch ſtone; and cheeſe, at from 4s. to 58s. Veal, kid, 
or lamb for the butcher, are never ſold here. The ſmall 
Highland wedders, when fit for killing, fetch from 6s. to 88. 
fer head. On the top of the higheſt mountain in Balnagown's 
foreſt, called Sciulm-a- 'tharra, which is diſtant many miles 
from the ſea, ſhells of different ſorts of fiſh are found, ſome of 
them in beds well covered with earth. The ſtatute labour 
is regularly exacted, and the public roads are improved. 

bridges are much wanted.—A common labourer receives 8d. 

in ſummer, and 6 d. in winter, per day. Many of the young 
men and women move ſouthward, when the day lengthens, 
and the weather becomes mild. By low living, and hard la- 
bour, they return with comfortable profits, great part of 
which they lend out at exorbitant intereſt, and, during the 
nelemency of the ſeaſons, they live with, and are a burden 
on, their friends and acquaintante, — ſuch as neceſ- 
tity 


+ it; WERE 
eie 
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ſity has obliged to borrow their money, and who are not 
punctual in paying either principal or inter. Theſe 
are evils to be remedied only by finding proper employment 
for the People at home, 


General Character. The character of the people here, 
as in moſt places, is of a mixed nature. Moſt of them 
are moral in their lives, and when occaſion requires, capa. 
ble of unremitting induſtry. In common with moſt other 
Highlanders, they are hoſpitable, of quick parts, of great 
_ agility, inquiſitive and fond of information, and extremely 


patient under hunger, cold, and other diſtreſſes, from which | 


_ their ſouthern neighbours would ſhrink with horror.—They 
ſtill retain a facred regard for the clan and family they are 
| ſprung from; bat it muſt be allowed, that this feeling is on 
the decline. —The tale, the ſong, and the dance, do not, as 
in the days of their fathers, gild the horrors of the winter 
night. If thoſe of the preſent age have not all the ble- 
miſhes of their forefathers, neither have they the whole of 
their good qualities, The moderns ſeem, both with regard 
to bodily and mental faculties, to be declining. One cauſe, 


and perhaps the chief, is, the abundance of whiſky introdu- | 


ced by the late diſtilling act. There are 4 ſtills in this pa- 
riſh, and more are in contemplation, The retailing houſes 
are upwards of 30. Theſe diſtilleries are beneficial to indi- 
viduals; but they ſeem to be making a rapid progreſs in de. 
bauching the morals, impairing the ſtrength, and affecling 


the induliry of the e common people, 


NUM. 


NUMBER LIIII. 
PARISH OF TONGUE, 
C County of Sutherland. 


_ the Koo. Mr WILLIAM MkxNZz , and the Rev, * 
Hucn Ross. 


N VF more EAI DF} SRC IDs {RE | "we — — — 


Name, Situation, and Extent. 
HE pariſh of Tongue is ſituated in the county of Su- 


Sutherland and Caithneſs. It is in circuit about 60 miles, 
and reſembles a ſpherical triangle, whoſe hypothenuſe forms a 
capacious bay, from which the pariſh derives its antient name, 
Kintail, (cean an tial), which, in Gaelic, ſignifies the boundary 


of the ſea, It is in length, from eaſt to weſt, 11 miles, and 


__ fame in breadth from north to ſouth, 


Soil.—The ſoil varies in different parts of the pariſh, but is 
frequently rich, and capable of high improvement. By a jus 


dicial rental, taken in December 1789, it appears there are 


only 89.5, penny lands in the pariſh, which, at 8 acres to the 
penny land, is 7143 arable acres; the reſt conſiſts of paſture, 


the extent of which i is not aſcertained, and much of which 19 
entirely waſte, | 


Hills, Lakes, and ue ſemicircular cliain of moun« 
tains paſſes nearly through the middle of the pariſh, the 
principal of which are Knoc-Rheacadan, (The Watchman's | 

Hill), 


therland, the preſbytery of Tongue, and ſynod of 
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Hill), Ben Laoghal *, and Ben Hope. Ben Laoghal is almoſt 
a perpendicular rock, deeply furrowed, and about half a mile 
high. As it declines towards the weſt, it is broken into fe. 
veral craggy points, on one of which are ſeen the remains of 
a building, called by the country people Caiſtal nan Druidjich, 
the Druid's Caſtle. About 300 yards below Caiſtal nan 
Druidhich, the eye is relieved by a wood of birch, which 
ſeems gradually to deſcend to a lake, one mile in length, 
that lies at the bottom of the mountain. The north fide is 
covered with heath, and the eaſt with very fine graſs, which 
affords paſture to a number of cattle, horſes, ſheep, and 
goats. On this fide lies Loch Laoghal, a lake 4 miles long, 
and one broad. The river Torriſdale takes its riſe from this 
lake, and diſcharges itſelf into the ſea at Torriſdale, where 
the channel is about 20 yards wide, and the water 13 feet 
deep at ſpring tides. Ben Hope is more than a mile high 
from the level of the fea, and, except a few ſpots which are 
rocky, is wholly covered with heath. Its appearance, in a 
calm ſummer evening, when partly obſcured by miſt, is 
wonderfully grand, and infuſes into the mind a ſublime 
kind of melancholy. Ben. Laoghal, and Ben Hope, 
| make a part of Lord Reay's foreſt, in which there are 
ſuppoſed to be about 2000 deer. From the foot of Ben 
Hope to the Whiting Head on the weſt, and as far as Tongue 
Bay on the eaſt, the Moine, a long tract of hilly deſert, co- 
vered with dark heath, and interſperſed with greyiſh rocks, 


impaſſable 


Ben Laoghal is famed, in the ſongs of the bards, as the 
fcene of the death of Dermid, a young man of ſuch extraor: 
dinary beauty, that no female heart, of that age, could refilt ; 
and withal of ſuch proweſs, that even Fingal, whoſe wife be had 

ſeduced, would not himſelf attack him, but found means t0 
get him ſlain by a boar. He and the lady, or the boar, (it is 
not yet determined which), lie buried at the foot of the moun- 
tain, ih | 
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impaſſable bogs, and ſtagnant pools of browniſh water, pre- 
ſents a proſpect uniformly rugged and dreary. At Tongue 
Bay, the proſpect varies. An arm of the ſea, ſkirted on 
exch ſide with corn fields, incloſed paſtures, and farm houſes, 
ſtretches itſelf 5 miles into the land. On the weſt fide is 


Melneſs, an excellent ſituation for a fiſhing village, or a 
woollen manufactory, either of which would be of vaſt ad- 


rantage to this part of the country. 


| Mineral Waters —The pariſh of Tongue abounds in mi- 
reral ſprings 3 but none of them have as yet been applied to 
medical purpoſes. The moſt remarkable is at Sculomy, about 
a mile from Knoc Rheacadan. It has a ſtrong ſulphurous 
taſte and ſmell, reſembling, it is ſaid, the Moffat waters. 


Coaft and Caves. From Tongue Bay, the coaſt extends 16 


miles to the north weſt, as far as the Whiting Head, the on- 
ly promontory in the pariſh, and 6 miles to the caſt, as far as 
Torriſdale. It is in general high and rocky, and is inter- 
ſected by ſeveral ſmall creeks, in one of which {Port Vaif- 
gaig ), there is a quarry of grey late, and another of excel- 


lent flags, both eaſily wrought, which are conveyed by boats 


to different parts of the country. The rocks along the coaſt 


are hollowed into caves, or formed into arches and pillars, 
ſome of them ſo regular, that they ſeem to be the work 


of art. Uaidhe-Mhor Fhraiſgill, the Great Cave of Fraiſgill, 


extends more than half a mile under ground, It is about 
50 feet high, and 20 feet wide at the entrance, and grows 
narrow by degrees, till at laſt a man can ſcarcely creep in it. 


Its fides are variegated with a thouſand colours, which are 
loft in each other with a delicacy and ſoftneſs that no art 


can imitate, Upon entering the cave, the mind is impreſſed 


mal a pleafing ſort of ane, which | is 5 heightened: by the ſo- 
lems 
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lemn Jloorines of the light, the clang of the ſea birds 8 
neſtle in it, and the mournful daſhing of the waves againſt 
the adjacent rocks. Numbers of ſeals are found in this cave, 
The tides follow the direction of the coaſt nearly from eaſt to 
weſt. There are no currents worth mentioning, 


5 Antiquities —At Melnofs there are the SEO of an an. 
tient building ; but ſo ruinous, and fo covered with earth, 
that its original form cannot be diſtinctly traced. It is called 
Dun Bhuidh, the Yellow heap, and ſuppoſed to be erecled by 
Dornadilla, king of the Scotch. The ſkeleton of two men 
were found buried near it ſome years ago, One of them 
meaſured in length above 7 feet. Upon being expoſed for 
| ſome time to the air, they mouldered into duſt. At the 
| diſtance of about half a mile from Melneſs, there are ſere- 
ral heaps of ſtones, and ruins of ſmall circular buildings, 
ſcattered at various diſtances, on a riſing ground near the lea, 
The circular buildings are ſaid to have been tolds, erected to 
guard the younger cattle from the wolves, with which, it is 
ſuppoſed, the country was once infeſted. No account is g. 
ven of theſe heaps, though, from the ſize and ſituation of 
them, it ſhould ſeem a battle had been fought on the ſpot, 
—On the eaſt ſide of the bay lies Tongue, one of the ſeats df 
Lord Reay, a beautiful ſpot, laid out into gardens, ſurround- 
ed with beautiful trees, which, in ſome points of view ſeem 
on the one fide to wave their tops among the cliffs of Ben 
Laoghal ; and, on the other, to loſe themſelves in the ruins 
of Caiſtal a Bharruich, a ſtructure fo antient, that there is n0 
conſiſtent tradition concerning it, Perhaps it was poſſeſſed 
by John Mackay Abarach, the greateſt name for heroiſm in 
this part of the Highlands; and, what renders this corJec 
ture the more plauſible, there is a cave in the rock upon 
* the caſtle is built, called Leabuidh Eoin Abaruich, i, e. 

| Jean 
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ohn of Lochaber's Bed, whither he is ſaid to have retired 


- times of danger. A family of the Mackays are deſcend- 
d from him, and are reported {till to have in their poſſeſſion 
tis banner, with this motto, wrought in golden letters, Biodþ 
reun, Biodh treun, i. e. Be valiant, 


Iands,—The principal iflands on the coaſt are, Ealan na 
Comb, or Ealan na Navoimph, i. e. the Ifland of Saints, Ealan 
nan Roan, or the Iſland of Seals, and the Rabbit Ifſland. 
Falan na Coomb had formerly a chapel and burial place in it, 
the traces of which are ſtill to be ſeen. On the ſouth ſide 
of the iſland, the ſea, after paſſing for ſeveral yards through 
2 narrow channel, ſpouts up into the air ſometimes to the 
height of 30 feet, through a hole in a rock, which in ſhape 


and fize is like the moon at full; and a few ſeconds after- 


wards, there is a diſcharge of water from the eaſt fide of the 


of a cannon, This happens only when it is half flood, and 
a ſmart gale at north-weſt. Ealan na Roan is about 2 miles 
in circumference, and is inhabited by 4 families, conſiſting of 
36 perſons. It is formed of a mixture of ſand, and a red- 
diſh kind of pebble, which appear as if baked together, 
About ) years ago, part of the ground near the middle of 


ths iſland, ſank in without 7 viſible cauſe; and, to uſe 
Milton's words, 


FRE TL 1 left i th midſt a horrid vale; 


Bay, abounds in rabbits, It was formerly called Ealan a 
Ghail, from a combat (tradition ſays) fought upon it, between 


You, III. 3 * though 


land, with a noiſe and appearance reſembling the exploſion 


The Rabbit Ifland, which lies in the entrance of Tongue 


dne Gaul and Torquil, in which Gaul obtained the victory 
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though it is as likely it was called Ealan nan Gaeil, the Iland 
of Strangers, from the Danes having landed upon it . 


Fiſh, Ling, cod, haddocks, and ſkate, are caught on this 

coaſt, from May till February, and are moſtly-uled by the 
country people. They are moſt in ſeaſon in November, De. 
cember, and January. Porpoiſes and otters frequent the 
coaſt, and ſeals in great numbers. The Bay of Tongue 2. 

bounds with ſhell fiſh of various kinds. In the years 1782 
and 1783, numbers of poor people, from all parts of the 
country, had ſcarcely any other ſubſiſtence, but the cockles 
and muſſels they gathered in this bay, The cockles are in 
ſeaſon during the ſummer, and the muſſels during the win- 
ter months. Loch Laoghal and the Torriſdale, produce fine 
trouts, eels, and ſalmon. The char (tar deargan ) appear in 
ſhoals in October, and are caught with nets only, There is 
a ſalmon fiſhing on the Torriſdale. fy 


ö Duadrupeds and Birds.—The ſeveral kinds of quadrupeds 
in the pariſh are, black cattle, horſes, ſheep, goats, ders, 
roes, foxes, hares, and rabbits. The birds are, moor fowls 
black cocks, heath hens, partridges, curlews, plovers, ſnipes, 
roc pigeons, wild ducks, wild geeſc, ſwans, and various 
kinds of ſea fowls. The black and grey eagles build their 
| neſts 


Drum na Coup is famous in this country, for a battle 
fought there between the Mackays and the Sutherlands, in 
which the Mackays obtained a complete, though mournſul vic. 
tory ; for their aged chieftain was accidentally flain by Jomhar 
Macmhathan, a poltroon, who bad been ſpurred on, by the 
 contemptuous carriage of his wife, to engage in the conte 
of heroes. Till he agreed to fight, ſhe fed him with pot- 
tage, a diſh which no perſon of ſpirit in this country wi 
deign to taſte, as it has been reckoned, ſince Macmhathan $ 
time, beath fir as diatgh feach, i. e. the food of cowards. It 
muſt not be omitted, that Matheſon's head was fixed on a pole, 


at a place called, from that circumſtance, Cnocan an bean, the 


Hillock of the Head. 
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elt in Illand na Comb and the Whiting Head. Hawks 
and owls are ſometimes met with. The migratory birds are, 
wood-cocks, rails, cuckows, and ſwallows. 


Number 97 Black Cattle, tc. The number of black cat: 


tle, belonging to this pariſh, is ſuppoſed to be, 2142 


of horſes, - — 538 
of ſheep, - = — 2846 


and of goats, - - 714 
They ſell every year 200 cattle and 100 horſes, which, at 21. 
108. each, i is 7 50 I, 


Population, —The return to Dr Webſter, from the pariſh 


of Tongue, in 1755, was 1093 ſouls. By an accurate enume- 
ration, made, at laſt ſpring ſurvey, in the courſe of catecheti- 


cal exercites, it was found that there were, at that period, 
(anno 1791), 1439 fouls in this pariſh, of whom about 200 


were under 8 years of age; 23 between 60 and 70; 9 be- 
tween 70 and 80; and 8 between 80 and go. Ihe princi- 
pal cauſe of the increaſe of population, is the ſubdiviſion of 
farms, which, by affording employment and proviſion for a 


greater number of people, encourages induſtry and early 


marriage, and increaſes the natural attachment to their na- 
tive ſoil, There are, however, about 140 more females than 
males in the pariſh. In regard that two populous dif. 
tits of the pariſh, detached, at the diſtance of ſeveral miles 


from the principal part of it, but adjacent to the neighbour. 
ing pariſhes of Farr and Durneſs, receive baptiſm, &c. from 
the miniſters of theſe reſpective pariſhes, on account of their 
vicinity, the dates of births, &c. in theſe bounds, have been 


neglected, from time immemorial, to have been given in re- 
gularly to the ſeſſion clerk of Tongue for regiſtration, This 
veplet is to be remedied in future, as it is determined 
that 
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that theſe ordinances ſhall not be adminiſtered, withont ters 
tificates from the clerk, bearing, that the facts of births, con. 
tract of marriages, &c. have been duly entered in the records 
of teflion,—In the body of the pariſh, for ſome years paſt, 
the births did not exceed 17 per annum. The number of 
baptiſms, during laſt year, was 47, and of marriages, 1). k 
is difficult, at preſent, to aſcertain the deaths that annually 
happen in the pariſh, as ſome, in the detached bounds above 
mentioned, bury their dead in the burial grounds of adi 
cent pariſhes ; and of late, others have been ſo wiſe as to in- 
ter in ground within the diſtrict, recently ſet apart for that 
| purpoſe. The number of burials laſt year was 21. 


Food, Fuel, Diſeaſes, &'c.— The principal food of the peo- 
ple, in general, is potatoes, of which they now raiſe preat 
quantities. Along with theſe they have butter, cheeſe, milk, 
and fiſh; and ſuch of them as are richer have ſometimes 

mutton and beef, They are well provided in fuel, the moſſes 
which cover a great part of the pariſh furniſhing them with 
peats ; and, in the winter nights, the moſs fir, when dried and 
cut into ſtakes, affords a ſtrong, though not a clear light, and 
ſerves them inſtead of candles. The moſt prevalent diſtem- 
pers are rheumatiſms, fluxes, conſumptions, and fevers of the 
nervous and intermitting kinds, all which may be attributed 
to the moiſtneſs of the air, the damp ſituation of the houſes 
in general, and their low and confined ſtrufture. The ſmall. 
| pox uſed to make terrible havock, till, about 5 years ago, 3 
gentlewoman, by introducing innoculation, was the means of 
preſerving many lives. She innoculated 99 with her own 
hand, and paid them ſuch attention, during the progrels of 
the malady, that, except one, they all recovered. 2 


Mut 
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Mode of conducting Burials, —Burials are conducted in this 


pariſh with very great decorum. None, even of the com- 
mon people, attend without a particular invitation. After 
ſome entertainment, (for at the burial of the pooreſt here, 


jath, or ſome foreign liquor, butter and cheeſe, with oat 
bread), the friends of the deceafed, and neighbours of the 
village, who come to witneſs the interment, are drawn up in 


been in the army, and who attends to maintain order, and 
zue, as they term it here, the word of relief: Upon his 
crying Relief! the 4 under the bier prepare to leave their 
ſtations, and make room for other 4, that inſtantly ſucceed. 
This progreſſion is obſerved, at the interval of every 5 mi- 


diſtance requires it, there is a ſecond, a third, or a fourth 


preſent are not inflamed with liquor, which is now ſeldom the 


built in the year 1680, It was almoſt entirely rebuilt in the 
year 1731, and repaired in the year 1778. The manſe was 
built in the year 1787. Lord Reay claims the patronage of 


wing, including the glebe, i is about 54. 


— R 


is ſtationed at Melneſs, and was viſited, in April laſt, by a 
committee of the preſbytery, whoſe report bears, that there 
wers 


here is a refreſhment given, conſiſting generally of 20 


rank and file, by an old ſerjeant, or ſome veteran who has 


utes, till the whole attendants come in regularly ; and if the 
round of ſuch evolutions gone through, When the perſons 


caſe, there is a profound ſilence generally obſerved, from the 
tine the corpſe has been taken up, till the interment is over. 


Church and Heritor.— The church of Tongue was firſt 


this pariſh, He is the only heritor in it. The alas of the 


eee een are 1 in this pariſh. One of 
of theſe was erected laſt year, by the Society for propagating 
Chriſtian Knowledge, with a falary of 121, per annum. It 
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pere then 36 ſcholars, 10 of whom were girls; and that the 
teacher is well accommodated, and the proficiency of his 
ſcholars conſiderable for the time they have attended, The 
other, the parochial and grammar ſchool, is ſituated not fa 
from the church, on the banks of the little river of Rhians, 
near the arm of the northern ocean, called the Bay of 
Tongue, which divides the pariſh into two diſtind parte 


It conſiſts of a houſe 40 feet long, and 15 broad, built wit, | 


ſtone and mortar, containing an apartment in one end for 

the maſter, and in the other, the ſchool-room, accommodated 
5 with writing tables, benches, and a deſk. for the preceptor, 
lighted by 6 glaſs windows. There has been lately a decrect 

of preſbytery for its thorough repair.— The ſtated ſalary i 
111. 274. the one half of which is paid by the heritor, the 
other by the tenants, Forty ſcholars attended laſt winter 
and ſpring. The quarterly fee, for teaching Latin, is 25, 
6 d. ; for book-keeping, 10s. 6s.; for arithmetic and writ 
ing, 28. 6d.; and for Engliſh, only 1s. 


| Poor, —The number of poor in this pariſh is 50. They 
are ſupported, partly by the Sunday collections; but chiefly 
by private alins. The crops of 1782 and 1783 failed conſi. 
derably, as the froſt ſet in the latter end of July, and conti 
nued in ſome degree throughout the whole months of zu- 
tumn, which blaſted the crops, and rendered them unfit to 
de cut down, till winter was far advanced. However, on ac- 
count of the maritime ſituation of the greateſt part of the p- 
riſh, the mildew did not do fo much hurt in it, as in pariſhes 
more diſtant from the fea, There was victual ſufficient for the 
maintenance of its inhabitants, till the middle of the follow- 
ing ſprings; when, not only the poor on the ſeſſion roll, 
but families of many ſmall farmers, were reduced to the 
moſt deplorable fituation for want of bread. In this alarm. 
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of Tongue. J 


ng eritieal juncture, the ſeſſion, with the reſident gentlemen 
vho were not members of it, met to take into conſideration 
the ſtate of the poor, and to adopt ſuch meaſures as might 
tend to their immediate relief. Accordingly the meeting 
pointed one of their number in every diſtrict, to go to 
ſolicit the charitable aid of thoſe who had ſome victual to 
ſpare, and to receive from them any quantity they might be 
pleaſed to give as a donation to the poor. In conſequence 
of this appointment, ſome bolls of meal were collected, 
and diſtributed among the moſt indigent. Soon after, the 
late Hon. General M Kay, tutor to Lord Reay, ſent 20 bolls 
of victual for the poor on the Reay eſtate, which, with the 
government mixt meal, that ſoon followed, and was ſold at 
the low price of 8 s. per boll, prevented the dreaded conſe. 
quences of the failure in the crops. Not one — Peri- 
ed from want of bread. 
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Language, —Gaelic is the language generally ſpoken, and 
from it the names of the principal parts of the pariſh are 
ſaid to be derived. The inftances given are, Skterray, from 
ſer, a rock, and Jye, a man's name; Torri/dale, from tor, a 
tower, and dal, a valley; in which place are to be {cen the ruins 
of an antient ſtructure, on a plain between two hills; AKin/och, 
from cean, a head, and loch, a lake or bay; Achchaiſtal, from 
abadh, a field, and caiftal, a caſtle 3 Dalchairn, from dal, a 
ralley, and carn a heap; where there is a Druidical temple 
built-upon a plain. It would require conſiderable ſkill in the 
Gaelic to judge of the propriety of theſe derivations, and 
whether ter and dal be Gaelic words. Perhaps they are | 
common to that language and the Daniſh. | 


8 is not many years ſince roads began to be made 
in this pariſh they are now carried on with great ſpirit, and 
rendered 
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rendered as convenient as the nature of the ground will ad, 
mit. Statute labour is till exacted in kind. 


Rent * converſion of Services, — The real rent of the pa. 
riſh is 5251. 195. Sterling, in which are included 201, as the 
converſion of thoſe ſervices, which the tenants were former. 
10 uſed to perform to the proprietor, as the remains of the 
feudal ſyſtem. Theſe ſervices were thought a very great 
_ grievance, as the tenants were obliged to perform them, at the 
time they ſhould have been employed in cultivating their 
on farms. To work without maintenance from their em. 
ployers, from morning to night, at the diſtance of ſeveral 
miles from their reſpective homes, they juſtly deemed eruel 


and oppreſſive, and a violation of the precepts of religion; go t 
of juſtice, and the rights of men. 'They therefore applied, of t 
by petition, to the late Hon. and worthy Comminder in have 
Chief of his Majeſty's Forces in North Britain, General is 5 
McKay, (tutor to Lord Reay, the ſole proprietor of this pa- fron 
riſh), praying for a converfion of ſald ſervices into money, or 
which that humane and public ſpirited gentleman moſt witl 
chearfully granted; and, in a letter to the miniſter of Tongue, mer 
reprobated, in very ſevere terms, every remnant of ſuch bar. too 
barity. Thus the laſt veſtige of feudal domination, and ty. pled 
rannical oppreſſion, in this remote northern corner of the ave! 
Highlands, has been aboliſhed, under the auſpices and influ- he 
ence of an honourable military gentleman, whoſe patriotic gre 


character, and generous conduct, ſhall be perpetuated while a C 
there is a McKay living in this country. The farms, in ge- the 


neral, of which there are 130, conſiſt of from 1 acre to 40 901 
of arable, land, belides paſture and let at from 105. to 12% ſub 
. | pre 


Houſe ; 1 


Hmſes,—There has not been one houſe of any note built 
vithin theſe 10 years, except the manſe, and 2 convenient. 
arm houſes, Several cottages have been built, many old 
ones pulled down and rebuilt, and others have been repaired, 
for want of ſufficient buildings, the generality of the ſmall 
farmers employ a great part of every ſummer in repairing 
their huts, to the neglect of improving their farms, by col- 
lefting, in that ſeaſon, materials for manure. The number 
of houſes in the pariſh is 248, all inhabited; and the num- 
ber of perſons in each, at an average, is 5. 


Servants and Cottagers.— Hired ſervants are employed in 
zpriculture z but as the wages in this country are low, many 
go to the ſouthern part of the kingdom for ſervice, and few 
of the young men ſtay at home, except thoſe whoſe parents 
have employment for them. The number of male ſervants 
is 52; of female ſervants, 176. The wages of men ſervants, 
from 11, 4s. to 31. yearly, beſides ſhoes, and 6 bolls of meal 


men as have ſub-tenants, employ them in {ſpring and harveſt 
too frequently to cultivate their land, to the almoſt utter ne- 
glect of their own ſmall farms. To aboliſh this ſpecies of ſla- 
wery, (which is doubtleſs in the power of every proprietor, 


a degree of bondage almoſt equal to that of the negroes in 
the Weſt Indies, There are indeed ſome few exceptions. 
dome tackſmen are kind and benevolent, and ſupport their 
ſubtenants in calamitous times; but the generality naturally 
prefer their own intereſt to every other conſideration. 


U 
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for board wages; and of women ſervants, from 11. to 10s. 
vith ſhoes, and 3 bolls of meal for board wages. Such tackſ- 


when giving leaſes), would ſurely be a patriotic act, by which a 
great number of worthy people would be emancipated from 


3X General 


330 Statiſtical Account 


General CharaFer,—The people of this country do not eat 
their morſel alone. They open their hoſpitable door to the 
traveller; they make the heart of the widow to rejoice; ant 
they grant to the poor his deſire. Generoſity, indeed, is the 

principal trait of their character; to this they add devotdn 
to the Supreme Being. An illiterate countryman, while he 
contemplates the ſtupendous ſcenery of rocks piled one upon 
another, the long extended heath, the tempeſtuous ocean, 
and the like, will exclaim, with an expreffion of countenance 
not to be deſcribed, < Juſtly is HE called Wonderful] They 
are alſo faſt emerging from their former habits of indolence, 
Many of them having been in the ſouth country, in their 
N younger days, employed in hard ſervice, have returned to 
their native ſoil, with more ſkill to work, and more free of 
that Highland pride, which made the antient inhabitants of 
the mountain diſdain to ſubmit to hard labour, or purſe 
any other exerciſe but the chace, or a military life. 


Advantage of long Leaſes, —Nothing, indeed, now is watt- 
ing to make them as induſtrious as the Lowlanders, but the 
introduction of commerce, manufactures, and long leaſes to 

the farmers. By the want of long leaſes, they are diſcou- 
raged from improving their farms, and building comfortable 

| houſes on them. The dread of being removed, when an 
avaricious neighbour offers an augmentation, and an unfeel- 
ing maſter accepts the bribe of iniquity, ties down the hand 
of induſtry, and prevents its operation from extending auf 
further than to labour the antient fields, and patch up the old 
cottage. There are two reſpectable farmers in this pariſh, 
| who have obtained tolerable long leaſes ſome years ago; in 
| conſequence of which they have built very commodious houles 
incloſed conſiderable parts of their farms, and are employing 


every poſſible method to meliorate every pendicle belonging 
| | | td 


., 33. 


to them; from which it is evident, that it contributes to the 
intereſt of the proprietor to give long leaſes, as well as to 
the happineſs of the tenant; for, at the expiration of * 
leaſes, a double rent can be afforded to be given. | 


| Miſcellaneous Obſervations —The ſea weeds, commonly uſed 
2s manure, are the tang and kelp ware, which are got in 
abundance, But beſides theſe, there is another kind of ware, 
reſembling kelp ware, of an unctuous appearance, ſo very 
rich, that it muſt be cut into ſmall pieces, and ſpread thin, 
otherwiſe the crop would be too luxuriant, It is called, in 
Gaelic, femman nam portan, (crab ware) from the number of 
crabs that are found amongſt it. Notwithſtanding the great 
quantity of ware, there is but little kelp made in this pariſh. 
—There are numbers of ſmall ſtones, found in the Rabbit 
Iſland, of a ruſty colour, which here and there emit broken 
rays of light, and are ſuppoſed to be garnet. Mr M«Kay of 
Bighouſe has got a ſpecimen of them. —Thunder and light- 
ning are frequent; but ſeldom followed with any pernicious 
conſequences, About 60 years ago, there were two men kil- 
led by lightning near Torriſdale. As this is not a corn 
country, there is not one ale-houſe in the pariſh. There is 
only one inn, near the church, where good entertainment 
can be got. This paucity of public houſes has moſt ſalutary 
effects on the morals of the people. It is now a rare thing 
to ſee a man drunk among them; whereas, in the memory 
of many, when the ſmuggling trade prevailed, and foreign 
liquor abounded in every diſtrict, outrages of different kinds 
were moſt daringly committed. Dpring the courſe of the 
Jear 1790, no perſon has been committed to any jail from 
ls pariſh; nor has any criminal proſecution been commen- 


ced againſt any in it, from time immemorial, one e 
885 excepted. 
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PARISH OF” IN CHINN AR. 
By County of Renfrew.) 


By the Rev. Mr Taomas Burns, Miniſter of Renfrew, 


Name, Si ituation, and Extent. 


HE origin of the name cannot now be aſcertained, 
The extent of the pariſh is about 3 miles long, and; 
mile and a half broad; but there is no map of it. It is 
pretty much in the form of a cone. The high-way fron 
Glaſgow to Greenock enters the point, and cuts the baſe a- 
bout the centre, ſo that it divides the pariſh nearly into two 
equal parts. It is ſituated in the county of Renfrew, preſby- 
tery of Paiſley, and ſynod of Glaſgow and Ayr. 


Sal, Produce, Rivers, &c,—Every kind of ſoil is to be 
met with in the pariſh, though, in general, it is good, elpe- 
: cially near the rivers White Cart, Griſe, and Clyde, which 
ſeparate it from the pariſhes of Renfrew and Old Kilpatrick, 
Great care, however, muſt be taken by thoſe who have crop 
near the ſides of theſe rivers, as much miſchief is done h) 

| inundations in autumn. In 1 790, the Griſe roſe ſo high, 
and ſo ſuddenly, that it carried away complete fields of oats 
6 miles above the bridge. In general, there are as good 
crops of every kind in the pariſh, as in any part of the wel 


of Scotland. T he farmers are rather wealthy than o_ 
Wilt 
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| wiſe, and do great juſtice to their farms, being all very in- 
duſtrious and attentive. There are ſeveral very beautiful 
hills in the pariſh, not high, but arable to the top; and few 
pariſhes afford ſo many delightful ſituations for ſmall country 
{cats —There are about 2400 acres of ground in the pariſh, 
About 100 acres are planted with common fir. There are 
few old trees in the pariſh, excepting a few at North Barr, 
the ſeat of Lord Sempill. There are about 200 acres yearly 
in ſown graſs, for which they find good and ready markets 
it Greenock and Paiſley, Every other kind of grain is ſown 
in the pariſh, though oats bear the greateſt proportion. 


Population. — The average of births, for the laſt 7 years, is 
16; of marriages, 6; and of deaths about 4; though the 
deaths cannot be ſo eaſily or exactly aſcertained, as there is 
no regular regiſter kept of them. It appears from the roll 
book, that in 1695, there were 86 families in the pariſh ; a- 
bout 40 years ago, there were upwards of 100; and in 1791, 
there are 68 families, which, upon the uſual average of 4 
perſons to each family, makes the preſent population only 
306, The return to Dr Webſter, in 1755, was 397. One 
cauſe for this decreaſe of inhabitants, is owing to their 
being ſo near Paiſley, to which place moſt of the cottagers 
have reſorted, on account of the encouragement they 
meet with, from the flouriſhing ſtate of the manufac- 
tures; but the principal cauſe of the depopulation, is 
owing to the largeneſs of the farms, one man renting 
as much land now, as 3 or 4 did formerly. Whatever 
advantage this monopoly of farms may be to the proprietor, 
or tenant, it is by no means favourable to the manufacturing 
towns, or the country at large. When farms are ſmall, yet 
ſufficient to bring up a family, the children are all bred up 
to induſtry. Every article produced upon the farm is carried 

ee dt gy 
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to market :—Butter, cheeſe, fowls, &c. Thus the people of 
the town are ſerved at a reaſonable rate; but now the farmer 
is above dealing in theſe things, unleſs he get an extravagant 
price for them. This will in part account for the great riſe 
upon theſe articles; and they muſt, in all probability, conti 
nue to riſe: For if all theſe neceſſaries of life are confined 
within the hands of a few farmers, who can raiſe them at 
pleaſure, the tradeſman muſt have higher wages, and the 
price of the manufactures muſt of courſe be raiſed, which, in 

the end, muſt be greatly againſt the trade of this country, 


Church. —The miniſter's ſtipend is 8 chalders of meal, and 
201. Sterling in caſh, excluſive of a manſe, and glebe which 
conſiſts of 8 acres, that would rent at 40 8. per acre. Colo- 
nel Campbell of Blythſwood is patron. The church of Inch. 


innan, before the Reformation, belonged to the Knights | 


Templars. The time when it was built cannot now be af 
certained, though tradition ſays, it was in the 1100. The 
only repairs it ſeems to have got for theſe many years, is up- 
on the roof, which is plaſtered; yet a ſtranger, upon enter. 
ing into it, would hardly believe that public worſhip had 
deen performed in it for a century paſt, The manſe was fe 
paired in 1788, but in ſo ſuperficial a manner, that it now 
iands as much i in need of repairs as ever. 


"" Heritors and Rent. — There a are 11 heritors in the pariſh 7 
1 of whom reſide in it; and of theſe, 3 poſſeſs but a few acres 
each. The valued rent is 2398 l. 13s. 4d. Scotch, of which 


the patron has nearly 0 one half, The real rent is about 2100) 
Sterlin 8. 


| agg property of Lord Douglas, who is 3 


confiderable dare, was little better, about 30 years 280, 
than 


il 
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ban waſte land. The greateſt part of it was let, about 20 
years paſt, to Mr Ord, a thorough bred farmer from the 
aſt country, who ſet about incloſing and ſubdividing it; and 
after much trouble and expence, in levelling, draining, &c. 
he has now made it one of the fineſt farms in this diſtrict. 
His public ſpirited exertions, however, offended the country 
people, who were much prejudiced againſt ſuch plans of im- 
provement, and therefore by no means pleaſed at his coming 
amongſt them. Some of them even endeavoured to render 
his fituation very diſagreeable. But the preſent advanced 
ſtate of agriculture in this corner, may, in a great meaſure, 
be juſtly aſcribed to him. Some of the heritors have made 
great improvements upon their eſtates, by planting trees, 
which, in a few years, will add much to the beauty of the 
country, There are neither towns nor villages in the pariſh, 
not even one about the church; but the pariſh is all incloſ- 
ed, and the farmers are abundantly ſenſible of the great ad- 
vantage of incloſures. 


Poor. The number of poor, who receive alms regularly, 
are four. They are all old people, and unable to do any 
thing for themſelves. They receive, upon an average, 55s. a 
month, beſides their coals and houſe rent, This ſupply 
comes from the collections made at the church door upon 
Sabbath, and from the intereſt of a ſmall ſum appropriated 
to the poor. The Kkirk-ſeflion are very attentive, not only 
to thoſe upon the funds, but to others in the pariſh, whoſe | 
modeſty will not allow them to make their wants known ; 
and were it not for a number of well diſpoſed people, who 
are very attentive to thoſe in ſtraitened circumſtances, the 
funds would not be ſufficient to ſupply the poor. If gentle- 
nen, who have property in the pariſh, would be fo kind as 

| | to 


536 Statiſtical Account 
to ſend their collection, when they do not chooſe to come to 
church, the poor's funds would be equal to their expendi. 


| Wages. —The wages of day labourers and hired ſervants, 


are perhaps as high, in this corner, as in any part of Scot. 
land. This is no doubt owing to the flouriſhing ſtate of ma- 
nufactures in the neighbourhood. Day labourers, in the win. 
ter ſeaſon, get 1 s. a day; in ſpring and ſummer 15 d.; and 
in autumn, frequently 18d. The average of male fervants, 
lor the year, is 91. Sterling; of females, 41. which is more 
than the double of what they received 20 years ago, The 
mode of living is much altered to the better; but the mode 

of dreſs is far ſuperior to what it was then, amongft both 
| ſexes, 11 


Bridges. — At the conflux of the rivers White Cart and 


| Grife, there is a very fine bridge, conſiſting of 10 large 


arches. A large arch is thrown over, from about the center 
of the bridge to the high-way that leads to Paiſley. When 
built, a toll was laid upon all paſſengers, to defray the ex- 
| pence, and the management of it was committed to truſtees 
In 1782, it rented for 377 l. Sterling. This tax was taken 
off in 1787, 


. Antiquities.— Upon the north ſide of the pariſh, near the 
river Clyde, ſtood the Palace of Inchinnan; one of the ſeats 
of the noble family of Lennox. It was built in the begin- 
ning of the 16th century, There are many people {til 
living, who remember to have ſeen part of its ruins; but 
now, there is not the leaſt veſtige of them remaining. 
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Mifeellanzous Obſervations, There are 30 plou gh in the 
pariſh, all of the Northumberland chain ſort, which were 
introduced into this country by the above mentioned Me 
Ord,—In 1782 and 1783, the harveſt here was very late, and, 
in ſome places, the corn lay a conſiderable time under ſnow. 
The general ſcareity, which then prevailed throughout Scot- 
land, was as much felt in this neighbourhood as any where; 
but, providentially for this part of the country, a large ſup- 
ply of white peaſe was brought; and theſe being ground into 
meal, relieved the wants of many families, who would other- 
wiſe have been in a very miſerable ſituation.ä—Small as 
this pariſh is, there are 5 public houſes in it. It would be 
well for the country in general, if there were fewer ſuch 
houſes to be met with, as they often prove nurſeries for va- 
gants, and a ruin to the morals of youth. Here young peo- 
ple and ſervants frequently meet, ſpend their money, debauch 
their morals, and render themſelves unfit for the duties of their 
ſtations. Fond of imitating their ſuperiors in rank and for- 
tune, they meet together, for the purpoſe of drinking and 
gambling, In ſome of theſe: houſes, even card tables are 
not unuſual ; the conſequence of all which is, that they get 
drunk, loſe: their money, neglect their buſineſs, betray theic 
truſt, and contract habits, that ſometimes at laſt ow fatal 
to An. F 
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NUMBER nv 
PARISH OF FAR, 

( teak of Sutherland.) 


By the Rev. Mr Jaws DinGwarr. 


Nam, Situation, Extent, Surface, and Soil. 
m antient and modern name of this pariſh is Far. It 
is ſituated in the county of Sutherland, in the pref- 
e of Tongue, and ſynod of Sutherland and Caithneſs, 
Its form is a ſcaline triangle. Its length is 30 computed 
miles, and its breadth 14. The general appearance of the 
country is mountainous and rocky. The hill of Clibrigg'i 
very high; the ſouth fide is covered with heath, part of it 
green; and the other ſide is rocky. The ſoil, in ſome parts, 


is Mm and —_— ee in Web is _ mer __ ſhallow, 


873 Oh and Bays. he extent of 82 coaſt is 11 com- 
puted miles. The ſhore is high and rocky, and conſiſts of 
Strathy-head and . Armdale en nn and cg Gans 
dty Bay, Ke. 


Climate, Diſoſte of M . Springs, —The air is gene- 
rally dry and healthy ; though occafionally otherwiſe. The 
moſt prevalent diſeaſes are fevers and fluxes, owing to 
cold and wet.— There are ſome mineral waters of the cha- 


!ybeate kind, One is s thought ſerviceable in fluxes, The 
principal 


py 


principal lake is Loch Naver, the length of which is 4 com- 
puted miles. The river Naver runs from it. There are al- 


ſo ſome ſmall lakes. 


Fifp —The fiſh got on the coaſt are haddocks, whitio gs, cod; 
ling, mackerel, & c. The ling and cod are ſent to Aberdeen: 


| Whales are found near the coaſt. Salmon are caught in the 
rivers Naver and Borgie. The greateſt quantity, in a ſeaſon, 
is 11 laſts. They are in the greateſt perfektion in the months 
of March and April. 


Caves. — There are ſome natural caves near Strathy-head; 
where ſeals are taken. There is one very large, and 14 ſmall 
ones. There is alſo a natural arch below Far-head, where a 
fiſhing boat may paſs with oars . In Roſſal, 10 computed 


miles from the church, by the Water of Naver-Wiſſair, there 
is an artificial cave, ſaid to have been made by one William 


_ which, at the entrance, is wide enough to admit two 
The form of it is a curve, It is at leaſt 100 fathoms 


in ay hs and about as much in breadth; and extends from 
Roſſal to the river. 


N —The copulation of the pariſn now, compared 
with what it was 60 or 70 years ago, is ſuppoſed to have 
| conſiderably increaſed ; although the return to Dr Webſter, 
in 1755, was 2800, and the preſent population, in 1790, is 


only 2600 ; Of theſs, the mates and females are about 1300 
each. | 


| Births, from Wie 1789 to November 1791; Go 
Marriages laſt year, - - „ 
Number 


. Vide 1 to Pennani's Voyage to the Hebrides, 
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Number of perſons between 50 and 70, 


Top 
— bet een and,  . 


Died laſt year a 8 aged 102. | 
Families (above 6; in each at an average), 36 


Student, — 1 & 5 
_ Mill-wrights, -<« 8 - - © 4 
_ Houſe carpenters, - „„ 4 

_— ͤ 4.50 

Weavers, 0 — = =_ * 34 

Shoemakers, ' = * . - - — 2 
Taylors - 8 - 20 

Houſehold ſervants (40 aka and 60 females) 100 

Labouring ſervants, - 89 37 


Small TO do the work of abouring ee den 
ſelves. 


The population is not materially different from what it ws 
55 10, or 20 years ago. Each marriage produces, at an ave. 

rage, from 4 to 5 children. In 1772, there were 77 perſons 
who cmigrated to North Carolina, and others have been 
going annually fince to the ſouth of Scotland, Some har 
left the pariſh for want of employment. 


Cattle. —This pariſh is well adapted for rearing cattle, Iu 
good ſeaſons, moſt of the farms could keep a greater num. 
ber; but a bad ſeaſon carries them off, There are general) 


from 1000 to 1500 black cattle on the meadow of Mudalc 


in a ſcaſon ; and ſometimes 2000, betwixt 2oth June and 
20th Auguſt, beſides about 200 horſes, 660 ſheep, and 200 
goats. This meadow is two Engliſh miles in length, and 
half a mile in breadth, 


| Agriculturt 
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| Agriculture, —There are 50 ploughs in the pariſh; but 
moſt of the farmers delve their land. The plough is drawn 
with 4 horſes a breaſt. They generally ſow in April and 
May, and reap in September and the beginning of October. 
Very little of the pariſh is cultivated, compared with what 
js lying waſte and common, It is, therefore, by no means 
furprifing, that it does not ſupply its inhabitants with provi. 
fons. In 1782, there were 1000 bolls imported. The fi- 
tuation of the people, in 1783, was deplorable. They killed 
the few cattle they had, and eat their fleſh without bread or 


falt. Many left the pariſh, and went to other places for 
employment, | 


Rent. — The land rent is about 12551. The fiſhing of 
Naver is 100 l. and upwards. The average rent of farms 
is about 5 1. The pariſh, in general, is not incloſed ; 
but ſuch as have tried incloſures are convinced of their ad- 
vantages. There has been no chan ge of . in land 
here for theſe many yrs. 
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Church. — The church was built in 1974. The manſe was 
repaired laſt year. The ſtipend is 800 merks, or 441. 8s. 
10d, Sterling, and 31. 6s. 4 d. for a glebe. A proceſs of 
augmentation is commenced, The Counteſs of Sutherland 
1s patron. There are 2 heritors and a wadſetter; but none 
of them reſide in the pariſh. 


Poor. The number of poor receiving alms is 54. The 
annual amount of the contributions for their ſupport is 61. 
10s. beſides mort- cloth dues, which are about 11. 108. per 
annum, with the intereſt of 5 1. left by Mr Skeldach. 


Schools. 
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- - Schools, — There are 2 ſchools in the pariſh, - the parochial 
and Society ſchool. The former is ſtationed at the manſe, 
near the church; the latter in Armdale ; neither of them 
well accommodated. The firſt is quite ruinous, and the {4 
lary is only 100 merks, or 5 l. 118. 14 d. with 20s, as pre. 
centor and ſeſſion clerk's dues, and one half of the baptiſm 
money, (which was, laſt year, 158.) and 1s. for each mar. 
| Triage, of which there are about 16 at an average in a year, 


The ſcholars are very few, 26 being the greateſt number dur. - 
ing the courſe of laſt year. In harveſt there are not above 12 hot 
or 14, from which it is evident the ſchoolmaſter's encourage. Th 
ment is not great. The quarterly dues are, for reading, 18.; are 

arithmetic, 2s. 6d.; and Latin, 2s. 6d. A new ſchool- ſto1 


| houſe is expected to be built ſoon. The Society ſchoolmal- dil 
ter has a ſalary of 10 l. with a dwelling houſe and ſchool ſki 
houſe, (which is alſo to be rebuilt), a kail yard, with an acre 

of ground, for raiſing corn, potatoes, graſs, and provender | 
tor one or two milk cows, gratis, from the proprietor, who in! 
formerly received a guinea of rent for it. He alſo has his No 
peats cut, dried, and brought home free. In this ſchool tar 
there have been 33 ſcholars during the courſe of laſt year, uſt 
none of whom'were tener Han bee 5, who were 9 
N 


Prices of Proviſions and Labour, —Meal and bear ſell at 128. 
fer boll; 21. 10s, or 31, is the price of a good cow; a weddet 
coſts 6s. 75. or 88.z a ſow, IOS.3 a pig, Is. or 18. 6d; 
a gooſe, 1's.; a hen, 4d.; butter, 9s. per ſtone, and cheek 
48. 6d. A married eri, in huſbandry, gets 6 bolls vic. 
tual, and 40 s. wages annually, which enables him to bring 
up a family. The uſual wages of male and female ſervants 
are as follow: A man, 138. 4 d.; a lad, 108.3 2 boy, 1 

| 441 
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mahberbes ſtate of the roads and badges is very bad; 
After the ſtatute labour was exacted in kind, they made 


pieces of roads in different — but * have been al- 


lowed to 80 into W 


Ae au Vivete are 6 pictich caſtles, or rather watch 
houſes, wherein they raiſed lights when invaſions happened. 


There are likewiſe the ruins of a fort on Far-head. Lhere 


re ſeveral tumuli in the neighbourhood. There is a figured 
ſtone at the weſt end of the church, under which a Dane of 
diſtinction is ſaid to be buried. Several battles, or rather 
ſkirmiſhes, have been fought in this neighbourhood. 


Character of the People, —The general ſize of the people, 


in this pariſh, is 5 feet 7 inches. They are rather indolent. 


No manufactures are carried on. They are fond of a mili- 
tary, but not of a ſeafaring life. Some hundreds have en- 
liſted in the army in the courſe of theſe laſt 20 years. Their 
mode of living is rather expenſive for their circumſtances. 
The introduction of manufactures would operate as a ſpur to 
induſtry, and meliorate their condition. No perſon has been 
put in jail in the courſe of laſt year. | 4 


Miſcel/anecus Ober vations.— Some parts of Strathnaver are 


ſubjeCt to inundations, the moſt remarkable of which happen- 
ed in 176 1. A woman and 2 cows were killed by lightning 
6o years ago, on the hill near Longdale. The Ciſtance from 


narkets is one of the diſadvantages peculiar to this pariſh. 


The language ſpoken here is Gaelic. The names of places 


{rem to be derived from it. Some, indeed, near the coaſt, 


ars 
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are ſaid to be of Daniſh extraQtion,—The number of hag, 

employed in ſelling ſpirituous liquors are 6; viz. one in Arm. 
dale, and 5 in Strathnaver. The effect they have on the 
morals of the people, is certainly miſchievous, It is greatly 
to be wiſhed that proprietors, particularly in the Highlands, 
would take ſome method to ſtop this evil. 


NUMBER IXXV. 


PARISH OF GARVOCK: | 
(Count) of Kincardine.) 


By the Rev. Mr ALEXANDER THOMSON; 


Origin of the Name. 

Ik name of this pariſh is originally Gaelic. Thoſe 
vho underſtand that language, ſay, that Garvock is 
evidently a corruption of a Gaelic word, nearly of the ſame 
ſound, which ſignifies the rugged Hill: And accordingly the 
name, like many others of the ſame origin, is deſcriptive of 
the general appearance and ſituation of the pariſh, for a con- 
ſiderable part of it is not only uncultivated and barren ; but 
ſo high, that there is more than a mile of a pretty ſteep a- 
ſcent to it, from that level country called the How or Hollow 
of the Mearns, on the north, and upwards of 4 miles of an 
eaſy alcent to it from the coaſt on the ſouth. It is generally 
believed, that Garvock was once a hunting park belonging to 
Larl Mariſchal, who had, at that time, a conſiderable proper. 
ty in this county. There is the more ground to credit this 
tradition, as the remains of a dyke, which ſurrounded the 

pariſh, (which, to this day, is called the Deer-dyke, becauſe, N 

as people” affirm, it incloſed a foreſt, in which plenty of 
thoſe animals were then found), are ſtill perceptible; About 
| the middle of the pariſh, where the church and manſe now 


ſtand, it is ſaid, there was a ſmall houſe, built by Lord Mas 
Vol. III. | | 2 2 | 
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riſchal, where he and his vaſſals ſometimes reſided for the 
purpoſe of hunting. 3 


Extent, Situation, and Surjace,—Py a map of Kincardine. 
ſhire, drawn from a ſurvey taken in the year 1774, by Mr 
William Garden, it appears, that this pariſh is about 9 me. 


ſured miles in length, 4 in breadth, and extremely irregular, | 


It contains 6300 Scotch, or 8006 Engliſh acres. Not much 
more than one third of the pariſh is arable. It is ſituated 
within the county of Kincardine, the ſynod of Angus and 
| Mearns, and preſbytery of Fordoun. The ſoil is naturally 
deep, wet, and of a clay bottom. The high uncultivated 
ground is, in general, covered with heath, whins, and broom; 
the low uncultivated ground is rather inclined to produce 

bent and ruſh. +; 


| _ Crops. —The principal crops in the pariſh are oats and 

barley. Some farmers in the neighbourhood have ſown a 
fmall quantity of wheat, which ſucceeded well. Turnips 
and potatoes are a general crop all over the country. The 
culture of turnips in particular has been much ſtudied by the 
farmers, and with great ſucceſs. 


Climate, Health, and Character of the People, —The air is 
moiſt, nearly as much ſo as in the Grampian Hills, which 
are ſituated about 6 miles north, and in ſtormy winters, the 
higheſt places of the pariſh, thongh not farther than 5 miles 
north weſt from the ſea, are very long covered with inov. 
| The people, in general, are very healthy and induſtrious; they 

live comfortably, and not beyond their circumſtances. 


Population. — The population of this pariſh has greatly des 


creaſed within theſe 12 or 16 years, chiefly owing to two of 
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three ſmall poſſeſſions having been thrown into one; and 
kkewiſe to ſome large farms having been let to farmers who 
reſide in other pariſhes, and who only keep an overſeer and 
a few ſervants at their farms here. In November 1791, the 
number of people amounted only to 460; whereas, accor- 
ding to the report ſent to Dr Webſter, in 1755, the number 
was 755. The number of births in this pariſh, do not ex- 
ceed, at an average, 12; the deaths not more than 2 or 3, 
and the marriages not more than 2 annually. 


Rent of the Pariſb.— The valued rent is 28421. 11s. 
Scotch. The real rent is not leſs than 10001. Sterling. The 
number of proprietors is 7, none of whom reſide in the pa- 
riſh ; the number of tenants 40, ſome of whom pay from 
60 l. to 100 J. of yearly rent. At preſent there reſide 2 
ſhoemakers, 3 taylors, 4 weavers, and 1 ſquare wright, A 
taylor commonly receives, along with his victuals, 6d. a day; 
the wright and labouring ſervants, 8 d. with their victuals. 


Fairs, —There is an annual fair, which is indeed the only 
one in this pariſh, held in the month of Auguſt, about half 
a mile north from the manſe, called St. James's Fair. It is 
now one of the largeſt in the county. There is commonly 
a great number of horſes and cattle in it, and a good and 
ready ſale for them. It is a ſingular circumſtance, that the 
ground upon which the market ſtands belongs to the Earl of 
Kintore, and yet the duties ariſing from it, have, from time 
immemorial, belonged to Mr Scott of Commiſton, another 
heritor. . 


Ecilefraftical State. There is a commodious and ſufficient 
church, built in the year 1782. The manſe ſtands much in 
need of reparation. It was built upwards of 50 years ago, 

” h | when 
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when the laſt miniſter was admitted. The office houſes were 
lately built, and are perfectly ſufficient. There is a glebe of 

the legal dimenſions, and of good ſoil. The ſtipend, at an 
average, is about 801. Sterling, and a good deal of it paid in 
victual, There are no difſenters in the pariſh, . 2 
Antiburgher Seceders, and 2 CHER 


Par. The abe of poor, 4s not at preſent above) 
or 8. There is commonly a diſtribution once every 3 
or 4 weeks, after ſermon. The weekly collection, in 
winter, amounts to little more than 28.; in ſummer, to 
between 3s. and 4s. There are upwards of 1001. of capi- 
tal belonging to the pariſh, the annual intereſt of which, with 
the weekly collections, make a Ns SOD * "= the 
few who a are really Egan. 
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PARISH OF CLEISH. 
(County of Kinroſs.) | 
By the Rev. Mr m 16 


Situation and General Appearance, 


HE pariſh of Cleiſh lies in the county of Kinroſs, the 
preſbytery of Dunfermline, and ſynod of Fife. It is 
about 6 Engliſh miles in length, from eaſt to weſt, and ra- 
ther more than a mile in breadth, The greateſt part of the 
pariſh is fituated along the north fide of thoſe hills, that 
| bound Kinroſsſhire on the ſouth. The arable land is moſtly 
low, and pretty level. The north fide of the pariſh conſiſts 
of meadow grounds: A little higher lies the arable land, 
upon both fides of the road which runs through the pariſh 
| from eaſt to weſt: Above this is a tract of damp ground, 
producing coarſe graſs and heath: On the ſouth fide, and 
towards the eaſt end of the pariſh, there are hills covered 
with fine graſs, Theſe hills are not high, nor, in general, 
very ſteep. Some of them are rocky on the ſides; all of 

them have a gradual ſlope eaſtward. 25 


Soil, Climate, and Diſeaſes.— The arable ground of the welt 
end of the pariſh is a ſtrong clay; about the middle it is 
gravelly; in the ſouth-eaſt, cold and tilly. The ſoil is, in 
general, deep and fertile; but the dampneſs, and the north- 

ern 
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ern expoſure, render it peculiarly well calculated for graſs. 
The air is rather moiſt. This appears to be owing to the ex. 
poſure of the pariſh ; to its vicinity to the hills; and the low 
vet ground to the north, The inhabitants, however, being Wl ears 
ſober, and a good deal employed in the open air, are, in ge- ſtone 1 
neral, healthy. They are not peculiarly liable to any diſeaſe grals, a 
except the rheumatiſm : Young perſons, however, are ſel- The h 
dom affected by it, and few in a violent degree. This dif. with fit 
temper ſeems to be owing principally to the dampneſs of the that th 
air and the houſes. The dampneſs of the houſes is occa- been d 
ſioned, in a great meaſure, by the water which ſoaks through mould 
the ground, in its paſſage from the hills to the valley. This >, db 
inconvenience might be remedied, by chuſing proper ſitua- 
tions for houſes, and . drains to intercept the water 
from above. EAT 


5 Laker, Ris, and Springs, &c.— There are 4 lakes among 5 
the hills: The largeſt about a mile and a half in circumfe. "_ 
| rence; the other 3 much ſmaller. The fiſh found in them 1 
are pike, perch, and eels, with ſome trouts. The ſtream oP. 
which runs from theſe lakes drives 2 mills; and there is a wy 
ſufficient fall for driving ſeveral more. The river Gairny OY 
is the boundary of the pariſh on the north, for more than 2 3 
miles: It falls into Loch Leven, Its fiſh are ſmall trouts, 45 
produced by the trouts of Loch Leven, which come up the —_ 
rivers to ſpawn in the floods in autumn. —The pariſh is ex- ac 
ceedingly well watered ; there are a great number of excel. 1 
lent ſprings, which riſe in different places, from the bottom wid 
of the hills down to the low grounds, There is ſcarcely a * 
houſe which is not either near a ſpring, or has a rivulet run- es 
ning by it. In ſome of theſe ſprings the thermometer ſtands W 
at 42 but! in the greateſt part at 4 5% inhah 


Mineral. 
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| Minerals, —There is a great deal of excellent free ſtone in 
the pariſh, which fupplies the country to the north. It is 


got in the higher grounds, ſeems to run under the hills, and 


zppears again on the other fide. The ſoil above the free 
fone is commonly damp and moſly, covered with coarſe 
graſs, and always with heath, if the ſtone is near the ſurface, 
The hills are compoſed of whin ſtone; they are all covered 
vith fine ſhort graſs, without any heath. It ſeems probable, 
that theſe hills were once bare rocks, the ſurface of which has 
deen diſſolved by the influence of the weather, into the 


mould that at preſent covers them, When the turf is taken 
olf, the rock is ſeen to be in a mouldering ſtate ; and when 


this rotten rock, (as it is here called), is laid upon a road, in 
a few years it is changed into a reddiſh earth, exactly reſem- 
bling that on the hills. There is lime in the pariſh of a 
good quality, eſpecially for building; but it lies ſo deep in 
the earth, and the road to it is ſo inconvenient, that little 
advantage has been derived from it in this neighbourhood. 


There is alſo coal in the eſtate of Blair, belonging to John 


Adam, Eſq; of Maryburgh. It has produced 1801. a year; 
but it has not been wrought for ſome time, on account of its 
vicinity to the proprietor's houſe, 


' Animals, —Beſides' the common domeſtic animals, there are 
hares, rabbits, weaſels, otters, and foxes; which laſt are more 
deſtructive to the poultry than to the ſheep, Water rats 
and water mice are found by the fides of the rivers. Bad- 
zers and polecats are ſometimes killed, —The birds are, par- 
ridges, moorfowl, fnipes, wild ducks, a few curlews, herons, 
owls, hawks, crows, magpies, jackdaws, water crows which 
ling in winter, blackbirds, thruſhes, linnets, larks, and ſeve- 
tal other kinds of ſmall birds. One family of hawks has 
inhabited a particular rock for many years; they ſeem to be 
g — the 
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but * to their being better fed. 
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the kind uſed by falconers; are large and ſtrong, and deſitoy 


a good many partridges. The migratory birds are ſwallows, 
cuckoos, lapwings, woodcocks, fieldfares, and wild geeſe — 


As a conſiderable part of the pariſh is in graſs, the number 
of the cattle, horſes, and ſheep is variable. When poſſeſſed 


by tenants, it formerly maintained, during the whole 


year, about 750 cattle, 140 horſes, and 1100 ſheep, The 
pariſh exports yearly about 150 cattle, valued at 5 1; each; 
and 10 horſes, worth about 101, each. Very few ſheep are 
bred in the pariſh. . They are commonly brought from Linton 
in the beginning of ſummer, and great part of them is fold 


before winter; the profit on them is about 2 8. each. They 
are black faced and coarſe woolled. This is ſuppoſed to be 


the hardieſt kind of ſheep, yet a ſevere winter generally ca- 
ries off a good many of them, the farmers ſeldom thinking 
of feeding them at that ſeaſon ;z and thoſe that ſurvive are 
ſo much weakened, as ſcarcely to recover their ſtrength for a 
great part of the following ſummer. Much more profit 


might be made from them if they were properly managed, 
The hills afford excellent paſture, and ſeem to be adapted 
for a better breed. The wool that is ſhorn from the ſheep, 
the year they are brought from the ſouth, is ſold at 6s. 8d. 
the ſtone, tron weight, (22 pounds avoirdupois) ; the year 
following, the wool from the ſame ſheep, is fold at 13 8. per 
ſtone. The difference of price is owing to the foulneſs of 
the former wool, which is ſmeared, and loſes a great deal of 


ö the weight in ſcouring. Smearing is little practiſed here; 


though it is ſaid to improve the fineneſs of the wool, and 


the health of the ſheep. This, however, has lately been 


queſtioned. The cattle and horſes are much larger than they 


* were ſome time ago, and come ſooner to their full ſize. Thi 


is owing, partly to a greater degree of attention to the breed, 


Improvement! 
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\ Extent and Produce —Only a part of the pariſh has been 
meaſured. It contains, by the moſt exact calculation, about 
$000 acres, of which 1450 are arable. Of theſe there are 
at preſent about 460 in tillage, viz. 380 in oats, 50 in bear, 
15 in peaſe, 5 in flax, 5 in potatoes, and 5 in turnips. There 
are about 80 acres in clover and rye-graſs, 3860 in paſture, 
250 in the lakes above mentioned; and 350 in planting. 
There are 3 commons, containing between 260 and 3oo acres; 
They are not of great value, and will probably be ſoon divid- 
ed. The pariſh does not at preſent ſupply itſelf with provi- 
ions. A conſiderable quantity of vat meal is required. 
Much of the beſt arable land is at preſent in graſs. Paſtur- 
ing is found to be very profitable, as it requires little trouble 
or expence. Farmers and graziers often rent one or more 
incloſures, either for fattening cattle, or rearing young cattle 
and horſes. If the pariſh were fully cultivated, it could do 
more than maintain its inhabitants in every kind of grain; 
At preſent it 1s computed to produce as much meal, poultry, 
roots, butter, and cheeſe, &c. as is equal (excluſive of the 
beef and mutton) to the maintainance of the people. 


Improvements.—The pariſh has certainly, of late, improved 


conſiderably in agriculture. Clover, rye-graſs, and tur- 


hips, are found to be of great advantage: The quantity of 


potatoes, raiſed by the farmers, is but inconſiderable ; but a 


great many of the poorer ſort of people, have ſome potatoe 
ground, the produce of which makes a principal part of their 
food for more than half the year. Mr Adam of Maryburgh; 
and his ſon, John Adam, Eſq; M. P. the preſent proprietor, 
were the firſt perſons, in this part of the country, who gave 
an example in the improvement of land, by incloſing, planting, 
and raiſing artificial graſſes, cabbages, and turnips. By them 
ſome millions of trees have been planted, a conſiderable part 
Vol. II. _ 7 of 
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is well watered. 
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of which are in this pariſh, and in a very. flouriſhing 
ſtate. Mr Adam, ſen. was the firſt perſon, in the county 
of Kinroſs, or neighbourhood, who planted potatoes in 
the fields; before that time, there were only a few raif. 
ed in gardens z but not being able to obtain what he 
wanted for ſeed in this country, nor in the Edinburgh 
market, he brought thein over land from Carliſle, Since 
that time, the advantage of this uſeful root has been often 
experienced. Upon a particular occaſion, many of the poor 
had ſcarcely any thing elſe to ſubſiſt on, for about 2 months, 
after the old crop of corn was conſumed, and before the 
new crop was ready to be cut down. Almoſt one half of 
the pariſh is already incloſed ; and incloſures are increaſing 
faſt, The fences are partly ſtone dykes, and partly hedges, 
The pariſh poſſeſſes great advantages for incloſing, as hedges 
thrive very well, There is plenty of ſtone, and the ground 


wr Rent and Heriters,—The valued rent of the pariſh is 27031, 
10s. 102d. Scotch. The real land rent, when a proceſs of 
augmentation was begun, in 1758, was eſtimated at 6ool.; 


but this calculation was rather too low, and it was probably | 


700 I. At preſent it is about 14301. There are two meal 
mills, valued at 30 J. a year; a bleachfield and lint mill at 
25 l. 3 an inn and brewery at 20 l.; free ſtone quarries, 10l.; 
the annual produce of the wood is about 60 I.; rent of 
houſes, with gardens, not included in the land rent, about 
50 l. in all 1627 l. Ihe beſt arable land is let at about 208. 
per acre; common arable and hay meadows, 10 8.; paſture, 
about 5 8. per acre. There are 19 heritors or proprietors of 
land in the pariſh. In 1744 there were 26. Twelve reſide 
in the parithy 10 of whom farm their own lands. None of 
the principal heritors are reſidents. 
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of Cleiſo . 555 
Church. —George Graham, Eſq; of Kinroſs, is patron. 
The church was built in 1775, and is one of the beſt in the 


country. The living, including the manſe and glebe, is about 
$11. 9s. The manſe was built in 1744; it is at preſent 


much out of repair, but will ſoon be either rebuilt, or 
thoroughly repaired. There are about 457 perſons belong- 


ing to the Eſtabliſhed Church, and 190 Seceders, includin 93 


children, beſides 3 or 4 * 


Population. — The number of inhabitants amounted, in Ja- 


nuary 1791, to 653, of whom 303 were males, and 350 fe- 
males, In this are included 25 perſons living in Dunfermline 
pariſh, but annexed to Cleiſh guoad ſacra. There are 3 vil- 
lages in the pariſh, all ſituated upon the great road from 
Queensferry to Perth, viz. Kelty, containing 113 perſons ; 


Maryburgh, 89; and Gairneybridge, 58. The reſt of the 
people, 393 in number, live in the country. The baptiſais, 


marriages, and burials, for the laſt 10 years, are, by the pa 
rſh regilter, as follows: ; 


Bast * 
1781 11 
1782 14 
1783 10 
1784 16 
1785 15 
1786 12 
1787 47 
1788 10 
1789 21 
5 17 


————ů— 
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The average is, therefore, about 14 baptiſms, 2 marriages, 
and 10 burials annually. But ſeveral of the people neglect 
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to regiſter the baptiſms of their Fon 


7 he agin of the ien inhabitants are nearly as follows: 


Under 10 
Between Io and 20 
20 and 30 
30 and 40 


50 and 60 


70 and 80 


[[][] U 


Within the laſt 12 years 2 have died from 83 to 84 years 
of age; 3 from 87 to 893 one of 92, and 2 of 95, There 
are 211 married perſons in the pariſh, 12 or 13 widowers, 
about 37 widows, and 13 batchelors.— The following is an | 
account of the children produced from 27 marriages, being 
all the marriages that have taken place during the laſt 50 

years, in a part of the country pariſh, extending ſomewhat 
more than a mile, and where the perſons lived in the parih 
during the continuance of the marriage, or till the women 
pere paſt child bearing. When the ſame perſon was mat- 


40 and 50 
60 and 70 


80 and go = 


years of age 


153 


115 


10 


83 


84 


68 
55 


8 


pied twice, the marriages are reckoned ſeparately. 


* 


of Cleiſb. $57 


4 marriages, producing 10 children each, 40 in all. 


4: —— 5; — — 2⁰ 
uy aer 4 
162 5 
9 5 
| $945 
15 
5 


The average of the whole pariſh is probably ſomething 
les than this, or, perhaps, about 6 from each marriage. 
Nearly the half of the preſent inhabitants of the pariſh were 
born in it; 2 or 3 are natives of England, and 5 of Ireland. 
—Upon the whole, the population is not materially different 
from what it was 40 years ago. In 1755, according to the 
report made to Dr Webſter, there were 692 ſouls. The 
number of inhabitants, in the country part of the pariſh, has 
diminiſhed ; but in the villages it has increaſed, though, 
perhaps, not in the ſame proportion. Within the laſt half 
year, 6 families, conſiſting of about 40 perſons, have been 
obliged to leave the pariſh, in conſequence of a tract of 
ground having been thrown into paſture. There are at pre- 
ſent, (ſpring 1791), a few uninhabited houſes. The number 
of inhabited houſes is about 158; each of theſe contains a- 
bout 4 perſons. 'The families are about 168, as ſometimes 
more families than one inhabit the fame houſe. There are 
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23 perſons, moſt of them widows, who live in feparate 


houſes. 


Occupations —The farmers and their families amount to 
about 170. The labourers, with their families, are about 
220, There are 2 flaters, 6 ſhoemakers, 3 ſmiths, 1 


bleacher, 5 maſons, 8 wrights, 1 turner, 1 dyer, 12 weavers, 


5 taylors, 1 miner, 1 gardener, 1 tollman, 2 millers, 1 inn- 
keeper, who has no other employment. Theſe, with their 
families, are about 220. There are about 60 ſervants in the 
pariſh, male and female. The men are employed almoſt en- 
tirely in agriculture. 1 8 


Poor.— The funds, for the maintainance of the poor, are, 
the collections at the church door, amounting, at an average, 


to G1, 108. a year; and 2061. Sterling, lent at intereſt, 


making in all about 151. 58. There are at preſent 5 per. 
{ons in the pariſh receiving alms; theſe have from 6d. to 


1s. a week each, with 18. or 2s, occaſionally, for coals and | 
other neceſſaries. Beſides the regular ſupplies, ſmall ſums 
are paid for educating poor children, to the ſick, &c. Small | 


ſums are alſo privately lent out of the fund to perſons, who, 
by misfortune or diſeaſe, are diſabled, for a time, from main- 


taining their families; and if they are able, they repay it. 
The ſupplies are always, if poſſible, given in ſuch a manner 
as to give no encouragement to idleneſs, In general, the peo- 


ple are unwilling to let their poverty be known, and rather 


_ chooſe to work hard, and fare meanly, than receive ſupply 


from any public fund. The charity of private perſons to old 
ſervants, labourers, nurſes, &c. is a great help to the public 
funds. The people, in general, are very ready to afliſt their 
indigent neighbours, and therefore no perſon has ever died 
for want, In 1782, when there was a great ſcarcity, the 
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meal being from 16 d. to 174 d. per peck, the heritors agreed 
to take 101, out of the poor's fund, to reduce the price of 
meal to the lower rank of people to 18. per peck. The 
whole of this was not ſpent, and the remainder was returned, 
The fund has increaſed about 13 l. ſince the year 1778. 


There is only one perſon in the pariſh who occaſionally begs 
in the neighbourhood. 


Schrot. There are about 30 ſcholars attending the pariſh 
ſchool. The ſalary of the ſchoolmaſter is 100 merks Scotch. 
He is alſo ſeſſion clerk and precentor. The whole emolu- 
ment, excluſive of his houſe and garden, are about 131. a 


year. I he ſchool, though in the middle of the pariſh, is at 


a diſtance from the moſt populous part of it. In the villages 


there are private ſchools, where children are taught to read 


and write. The people are very deſirous of giving their 


children education. There is ſcarcely a child of 8 or g years 


of age, that cannot read pretty diſtinctly. 


Wages.—The wages of labourers are 18. and 14 d. a day 
without victuals; carpenters, 16d.; maſons, 18 d.; flaters, 


28. 6d.; taylors, 6d. with victuals; men ſervants, G1. a 


year; women ſervants, 50s. The wages of labourers are 


ſufficient, if they and their wives are induſtrious, and enjoy 


an ordinary meaſure of health, to enable them to bring up a 
family 


Ful. — The fuel uſed in the pariſh is coal and peat, with 
both of which the inhabitants are well fupplied. Coal 


is got in two places, about a mile diſtant from the eaſt and 


ſouth eaſt parts of the pariſh. The price, on the ſpot, is 
6d. for 18 ſtone of great coal, and 4d. the ſmall coal or 
chews, Theſe coals are of excellent quality. The ftone+ 

contains 
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contains 17* pounds avoirdupois. | The peats are » Kot from 
ſeveral moſſes 1 in or near the pariſh. 


Plungbi and Carts —There are about 25 ploughs. in the 


pariſh, and 3o carts. 'The ploughs are moſtly of the Scotch 
fort. The Engliſh ones are coming into uſe, and are found 


to be much ſuperior to the other, 


M iſcellaneous Ob/ervations. —There are 5 inns and alchouſe 
in the pariſh, 4 of which are upon the road from Queenf. 
ferry to Perth. Only two of them are neceſſary for the ac. 
commodation of travellers. The pariſh, in general, is ſober, 
It has been found, by experience, very prejudicial to ſuffer 
ſpirits to be ſold at the turnpike houſes.— The number of 
houſes in the country has been for ſome years diminiſhing, 
and the villages increaſing.—Cottagers are leſs employed in 
agriculture than formerly ; partly becauſe the farmers think it 
cheaper to make uſe of hired ſervants z and partly becauſe the 
people are more employed in trades and manufactures, which 
are more conveniently carried on in towns and villages than 


in the country. It is, however, believed, that the farmers 
have derived but little advantage from this change; and the 
community has ſuffered by it, as the people in the country 
commonly have larger families, are more healthy, and more 
virtuous, than the inhabitants of villages and towns. A good 
deal of attention has been paid, of late years,- to the roads 
in the pariſh, They were made, and are now kept in repair, 


by the ſtatute work. The carriages are exacted in kind; 


but the perſonal labour is commuted. There is good gravel in 
the neighbourhood, which lies conveniently for a conſiderable 
part of the roads. Several bridges have been built of late. 
There are now good roads through a great part of the pariſh, 
and they are ill continuing to improve them. The roads 
however, 


__ 


2501, 
either 
bined 


Upon 
which 
labour. 
Romar 
ning fr 
avainſt 
are fou 
of the! 
the pat 
from t 
ſpring 
and fe 
tained 
The ur 
coarſe. 
mente 
by one 
in mak 
of coa 
of the 
as Dy 
Plaiyct 
The g 
have b 

Vol 


loverer, are not well . little pains having been taken 
to keep them upon level ground, which might cafily have 
been done. There is a turnpike in the pariſh, up n the 
great road from Queensferry to Perth. It was erected in 
the year 1753. In 1756 it was let, and produced 40 J. 158. 
a year. In 1702 it role to 115 l, At preſent it prodnces 
2501, or 2601, 2 year, ln 1790, it was let for 3001. ; but 
either this was too high, or the candidates for it, had com- 
bined to lower the rent ; for it aſterwards fell to 2301, 

Upon ſeveral of the hills there are the remains of forts, 
which appear to have been conſtructed with a great deal of 
labour. They are ſuppoſed to have been the work of the 


Romans, and to have formed part cf a chain of poſts, run 


ning from eaft to weſt, intended to defend their conqueſts 


againſt the incurſions of the people from the north. They 


zre found in 4 places of the pariſh, The moſt remarkable 
of them is upon the top of Drumglow, the higheſt hill in 
the pariſh, or in the neighbourhood. About a mile north 
from this Hill, in the low ground, ſeveral urns were tound in 
ſpring 1791. Four of them were got under a large ſtone, 
and ſome others among a heap of {mall tiones. They con- 
tained human bones, mixed with aſhes and pieces of charcoal. 
The urns, when broken, appear to have been made of very 


coarſe materials. The outſide is pretty well glazed, and orna- 


mented with dotted lines. —Perſonal ſervices are only performed 


by one tenant in the parjſh. He is bound to aftiſt his landlord 


in making and ſtacking his meadow hay, and to carry go loads 
of coals, (18 ſtones each), to his houſe. The greateſt part 
of the names of places ſeem to be derived trom the Gaelic, 
3 Drumlochran, Drumg/ow, Lochglow, Dowhill, Dowlech, 
Blaircrumbeth, Binn, &c.— The neareſt poſt town is K.nroſs. 
The general character of the people is good. No murders 
lave been committed in the pariſh, nor has any perfou been 


— 4B brought 
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brought to a public trial within the memory of man, j 
ſingle inſtance of ſuicide happened about 60 years ago.—The 
people, in general, are healthy. There are no diſtemyers 
that are peculiarly deſtructive: Some are carried off, from 
time to time, by the ſmall-pox. Inoculation has been intro- 
duced, and is gradually advancing ; the prejudices of the 
people againſt it are by degrees wearing away. A few per. 
ſons have inoculated their own children. If this practice 
| were general, it would certainly ſave many lives. Perſons of 
ſuperior ſtation, could, without much difficulty, introduce it 
among their dependents, 


"UK 


NUMBER IXXVII. 
"PARISH OF ROOGA RT. 
( County of Sutherland.) 5 


By the Rev. Mr ENRAS M Loos. 


Name, Situation, and Extent. 
"PHE name ſeems to be of Gaelic origin; and the pariſh 
to have been ſo denominated, from the peculiar ſitu- 
ation of the parſonage, which is nearly on the top of a high 
hill; and thus Rogh-ard, i. e. very high, came to be written, 
23 now, Rogart. It lies in the county of Sutherland, preſ. 


bytery of Dornock, and ſynod of Sutherland and Caithneſs, 


Its extent is not above 10 miles, and it is nearly as broad as 
it is long. | 1 


Surface and do. The ſurface is moſt irregular. The two 
ſtraths, Strathfleet and Strathbrora, which make the princi- 


pal part of it, are rather more regular than the reſt; and 
yet even in theſe, very few acres of ground are found toge- 
ther, that are not interſected, either by bruſhwood, growing 


from old ſtocks of trees, or by very rapid deſtructive burns, 
running down the hills on both fides. Theſe ſtraths run 
from weſt to caſt the whole length of the pariſh, and lie 
5 miles diſtant from each other, The interjacent ſpace is a 
group of rocky hills, with moſs intervening here and there, 
The ſides of the hills are, for the moſt part, cultivated ; but 
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it is rare to ſee 3 yards of ground without a rock, 15 foil 
is therefore thin, and almoſt every where mixed with blue 
ſand, or gravel. The tops of the hills are commonly cover. 
ed with dry mort heath of little valne. In the ſtrath, the 
ſoil, in general, is a light loam, and where the rivers do n not 
overflow, not unfertile. 


e See The climate is ſharp and cold; the winds ſelves 
beat ſtrong on many places; and, from the immediate neigh. as Wea 
bourhood of the loky mountains of Strathnaver, much rain Roc. 
falls here; yet the people in general are healthy, no particu- that d 


lar diſtemper being prevalent among them. They all have be ſaiC 
plenty of good peats, and lodge dry and warm in their numb 
houſes. There are ſeveral perfons living in the patiſh con. 
_ fiderably above the age of 80. The ravages of the ſmoll- 
pox are ſtill to be lamented, inoculation having obtained but 
very little among the lower claſs; but it is believed, that this 
is not ſo much owing to any invincible averſion they have to 
the practice, as to their having little acceſs to medical prac- 
titioners, who would inoculate their children either gratin or 
for a {mall kee. 


#7 3 veſtiges of very confiderable birch 
woods are to be feen in different parts; but the ſhoots from 
ſuch of the vid ſtocks as have not: decayed, are annually 
cropt by tne cattle in autumn and winter; and ſuch ſhoots 
as may ſurvive to a ſecond ſummer, are ſure to be cut by the 
people to bind their cattle. 

2 38 40 years ago, when the returns were 
made to Ur Webſter, the nuuber of people in the pariſh 
was ſtated to be 1961. They now amount, by particular 
enumeration, to about 2000. The number of females is a 
„ | | bout 


e 6 365 
bout 30 more than that of the males. No pariſh regiſter 


was ever kept in Rogart, but the preſent incumbent, for 


nis own ſatisfaction, made up a liſt of baptiſms for the laſt 3 
years, from which he finds the number baptized each yorr to 
have been between 75 and 80. 


Occupations. A great many people in the pariſh call them- 
{dives tradeſmen, and, at times, exerciſe their ſeveral crafts, 
as weavers, taylors, ſhoemakers, ſmiths, carpenters, coopers, 
&c. But there is hardly any one in all theſe profeſſions, 


that does not hold more or leſs land; ſo that the whole may 


be ſaid to be farmers, and their chief property conſiſts i in the 
number of * of different forts they can n 


Heriters and J-Rent.—The valued rent cannot be obtained 


from the Clerk of Supply, without a fee; but the real rent 


of the pariſh is between 6301. and 640 l. Sterling. Arable 


farms, with their ſhare of adjacent commonties, are from 
158. to 29 8. per acre, There are 4 proprietors, beſides the 
Counteſs of Sutherland, who is the principal heritor. Of 


the leſſer proprietors, two reſide 1 in the pariſh, 


Church—The ſlipend confiſts of 800 merks Scotch, and 


16 boils of bear, with a glebe worth about 5 l. The manſe 
vas built in the 19576, and the church in 1777. The C 
tels of Sutherland is As 


j ns = Apps 22 poor upon the kirk-roll i is 8 45 
to 50. There is no ſort of fixed proviſion or aſſeſſment for 


them, except a trifle, once a year, ariſing from the weekly . 


collections, which ſeldom exceed 388. or 3s. 6d. to each; yet 


real want is ſeldom felt by them. In this, as well as in all 


the neighbouring pariſhes, the poor beg from houſe to houſe, 
| | and 


7 
— —— - — 
r — 
„ ⁵˙ or — 
3, —k — —¾ — — 
=> 
n CRE 


ne N 


| 
1 
Il 
3 
l 
7 
1 
7 
_ 
I OY 
N 7 
v 4 
4 4 
4 113 
* 8 * 
| . N. 
#33 Ty 
2 . 
vs 2 1 
* 3 
14 „ 
+ T1 2KE+ 
r . N » 
» "78 % { 1 
end 
1 
„ 
ne 
MP" BL BR... \ 
a 83 bo ts 
8. 8 3 4 
iin 
enen 
WA 7. 'S Go 
UE A. 
ihn * 
' To at 8 
* 1 — 18. 
in 
bs 4 . 
ee 1 
9 1 
"8 N 19 4 
i 
$1435 
; 1 : | 
* ds . 
T7 
q 1 138 
© 0g BOL 
. * 3 A 
WY : x 3 7 
UB 1 £4% 1% 
TURE *3 
4 * - TL 
% 1 ba 
GAY 18 
* e 
E 
* : 
# 3 3 CH 
IHE 
o WP *3 2 
i 
5 £ : ＋ 
7 7 
* 1 1 
e 
e 
iin 
"SY 170 N 
9 4 L 1 . 
e 
1 * 
1 * | 
. = \ 
x 635 p 
4 3 . * \ h 1 
1 11 38 
43-83 73-4 
ms : 4 
ts Is > 
CL EA 
EI HEE ENS 
n 
1. 5: 4. 8 
4 M534 
„ | 
n 
_ 7 
i $40 
wes 1 
n 
* 5544S 
33 +5 
18 
& * 1 
+ 1 } 
oF I 
1 3 
en 
8 5 
* * 
15 + 
= 8 is 
Wo at 
Bows 
! Na 
* 1 
n 
3 ft 
4 047 3 
17 5 
* 51 V1 
<4 1B$$4.5% 
„ . > 
44] 7,45 
10 . 
: 4 . 17 8 
1 The 
4 $4 $5688 
8 27 
4 AV 
en 
i ES 7 
ve. . + > ; 
8 2 
% {2.58 
2 2 
Io * + 
? 7.34/28 
90 * » 
Ag . 
- 5 
=o» TW 
4 x 1 * 
1 1 
I» 1 
irs J 
1 8 
n 
E * T4 
* N . N 
© -- > 7 $ 
„ „ ns 
3 NI. 
1 
E. 504% 
; 1 
WO. TEE 7 
4% 1.3 ö 
4. He 
3 7 1 
7 ws 
22 94 
n 
44 > IQ Ft 
WE a 
1 118 
ö 1 2 * 1 
. my, 
* 61) Bn \ 
5 5X IEEE 
_ | HEE 
* x N ns 
$2 BY N 
* 5% E, 
: TS 
= : 251 2 17 
3.4 LESS © * 
\ 0 12 . 
. 
8 I. i 
F © FB ONE 
2 . 
in 166 EF) 
q vb; BIAS: 
e . 5 
e 
37 i 
5 by 9 Y : 
2.1 v 15 KS 
: 7 338 \ 47 
8 1 . 
77 ain 
1 13 ' 
Ws FESY 
"A 2 +4 
FT EY 
{ 4 
r * 1 
* 14:8 5k 
* 4839 - F+ + 
7. 5 7 j'Þ 
3» 754625 
 — # 4x88 
58 1% 
r 
1 5 
by; 1 
» 01.3 
. 4 2 
1 i, 1 
DL „ 
9 ot N 7 
2 J 


x? + oy 2a ISO; 206 OT” "cos BF MIS 3 
5 n Daerr 
. 7 ee ee . 
I" ISIS I x 15 "ab 
. —— — — 2 

* 2 — — 3 nn 

r Sn te ĩ ˙ ˙ Ä —— ts 

8 Ne 2 _ 2 
- =” pn duty ee Ee I 0 

2 . N . whe 
* 2 D — — 2 2 WHT: 

— — * — fs — 

* 3 — ba — — — 
2 * has . 
2 — = — Pan: 


at 8 88 


— —— 


of April, as early as poſſible in May, and the barley is all 


— „% — 
% 


their own children be able to help them. They can only 


running to the ſouth of Scotland for higher wages during 
the warm ſeaſon, as ſoon as they find themſelves able for 
"2 any heavy work, and returning to live idle with their friends 
from November to March, when they emigrate again to the 
ſouth. This is an evil ſeverely felt all over this country, 
and their earnings ſcarcely compenſate for the extravagance 
of dreſs, and other vices they bring home with them. Far. 
mers in better circumſtances commonly employ married ſer- 
vants. The wages are, from 40 8. to 50 8. a year, with 6 | 
bolls of meal, as much potatoe land, rent free, as maintains 
cheir family, 4, and ſometimes 6 months in the year; graf 
and wintering for a cow and a calf; a free houſe, and plenty 


thing, and, on the whole, are better off, having much 1 | 
| concern and care than their maſters, 


pet, quite in a ſtate of infancy. The common people | 
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and from'pariſh to pariſh, and very beer from county 


to county, This mode of ſupporting themſelves, falls very 


| heavy on the charitable and humane, whilſt thoſe of a con- 


trary diſpoſition, free themſelves almoſt altogether from the 
burden. 


Crops and Expence of Labour. The only crops in the pa- 
riſh, are oats, barley, and potatoes. The oats are commonly 
ſown in April, The potatoes are planted, if not in the end 


ſown in the month of May or beginning of June. The 
lower claſs of tenants are much ftraitened for ſervants, till 


afford to hire young boys, who are commonly very reſtleſs, 


of fuel. If the wife is at all induſtrious, they may live very 
comfortably, eat a pig or two, which hardly coſt them any 


0 Reads.—The improvement of roads in this diſtrict is, 2s 


are 


Fl 


are very averſe to im ſtatute labour upon them, 254 
AS ſuperiors give themſelves little trouble about the matter. 
Nor are there any bridges, except ſome wooden ones for foot 
paſſengers. Hence it is that every thing muſt be carried on 
horſeback. 


Antiquities, There are traces of encampments, with ma- 
ny tumuli, and remains of Pictiſh ge" almoſt every 
where. 


| General Character. The people ſeem to be much more in- 
clined to idleneſs than to induſtry. They are extremely frugal 
of the little they have ; but as to earning any thing more, it is 
a melancholy fact, that a poor tenant, who rents land only 
to the value of 20s. or 30s. and whoſe labour could well be 
ſpared from his little farm many days in the year, will rather 
faunter, or fit idle at home, than work for 6 d. a day, which 
would be a conſiderable addition to his own and his family's 
ſcanty meal. Such being the general character of the peo- 
ple, it is almoſt needleſs to add, that the evils attending idle- 
neſs and poverty are too common amongſt them. They are, 
however, in general, religious and well diſpoſed, and may be. 
come induſtrious, when they have more tempting - induce. 
ments to become ſo.—They all ſpeak the Gaelic language. 
Such as underſtand Engliſh at all, ſpeak it grammatically, 
though with the accent | Je to moſt of the Northern 
Highlanders. Ao tant 
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dare * DMB E R LXXVIII. 
PARISH of 8. M ADOIS. 
(County of Perth.) 


By the Rev. Mr Davip BLAck. | 


Name, Situation, Extent, and Surface, 
[E antient, as well as modern name of this pariſh, is 


St. Madoisy or St. Madoes, ſpelt with an i or ein. 
Afcrently. It is ſituated in the weſtern extremity of the 


Carſe of Gowrie, in the county and preſbytery of Perth, and 
fynod of Perth and Stirling. It lies along the north fide of 
the river Tay, and is almoſt a complete ſquare in form, about 

2 a mile in length, and as much in breadth. The general ap- 

Pearance of the country is flat, rifing, in a very gentle and 
gradual aſcent, from the river to the northern boundary of 

the pariſh. * P 


s 


Sit, Climate, and Difcaſes,—The foil is chiefly of two 


kinds, A' conſiderable part of it, along the fide of the river, 
is a deep ſtrong clay; that on the higher grounds is a rich 
loam. Both are fertile, and, with moderate manure and 
labour, capable of yielding excellent crops of all kinds. The 


uſe of lime, has, of late years, become univerſal i in this part 
of the country, and perhaps has contributed more, than any 
thing elſe, to improve and meliorate the foil. The air is nel 


ther remarkably moiſt nor dry, From the ſituation, one 


mi night 


> 
4 


might 3 expect that it would rather be moĩſt. But 
the country is open all around, and the current of the river 
carries off any moiſture in the air, that may ariſe from the 
low grounds. It does not appear by any means to be un- 
healthy, nor are there any diſeaſes which can properly be 
ſaid to be peculiar to it. The ague, which uſed greatly to 
prevail here, as well as in other parts of the Carſe of Gowrie, 
is now hardly known, a change which is univerſally attri. 
buted to the rapid improvements in agriculture, particularly 
to the draining of the low marſhy ground, which formerly 
lay under water during a great part of the year. A curious 
obſervation has been made, þy perſons who reſided ſome 
time in this country, reſpecting the comparative healthineſs 
or unhealthineſs of different ſituations in the neighbonrhood. 
They remarked, that perſons refiding in the loweſt parts of 
the Carſe of Gowrie, are in general more healthy, and liable 
to fewer diſeaſes than thoſe who live in the higher grounds, 
particularly along the face of the hill. It belongs to medi- 
cal gentlemen to account for this; but the fact is aſſerted. 
upon pretty attentive and. accurate obſervation... 
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False —The 8 dem to 3 increaſed con- 
ſiderably within theſe 40 years; one cauſe of this may be, 
that about 30 years ago, the proprietor of the eſtate of Pit- 
tour, (to whom the greateſt part of the parith. belongs), di. 
vided a conſiderable portion of his eſtate into diſtinct farms, 
obliging every tenant to reſide upon his own farm; whereas, 
before that time, they lived together in a ſmall village, where 
they had not the ſame conveniences or comforts, The 
farms in general are ſmall, not "exceeding 40 or 50 acres, 
which i is another circumſtance favourable to the population 
of the country. The number of ſouls at preſent in the pa- | 

vor. III. 4e e 


e 
Ni hs 


riſh is about "ye of whom 130 ae males, and ne 


_ 12 


| Vader 10 years of age, * — 14 
Between 10 and 20. 7 
20 and o 110 
o and o-, „„ 72s 
e Tr nn ee 


The population, in 1755, was, ve #41468 Ul 


Increaſe, 1 
There are 20 men ca including widowers, 42 
— — nn 1 ſervants, 21 


Abſtrat of bats, o marriages, ons, burials for the laſt 3 
years. 

5 n Marringe 5 1 
5 0 13 
R Pr 

„„ 1 


S's 8 


E 
— 
A 
1 Se So et 


A I OV 9 . 


There are ; principal farmers i in the 5 m bay 10 ſmaller | 
ones. The largeſt farm does not exceed 130 acres. The 
number of handicraftſmen is about 20, moſt of whom are 
* employed in the ſalmon fiſhing on the Tay * the ſum- 
Mer, 


Sk. Madois: © $71 


ther, and carry on their other occupations during the reſt of 
the year. There are juſt 2 families of Seceders, and no 
other diſſenters from the eſtabliſhed Church. The number 


of inhabited houſes is about 54, with ſomewhat more than 
5 at an e to each houſe, 


Agriculture and Produce. — The whole ground is arable, ex- 
cept a few acres of planting, It produces all forts of grain. 
Wheat, barley, oats, clover, graſs, peaſe, and beans, are the 
ordinary crops, together with a ſmall quantity of potatoes 
and flax, which are commonly raiſed, not for ſale, but for 
the uſe of private families. Turnips are but little cultivated. 
Some of the farmers of this pariſh obſerve pretty nearly the 
moſt approved method of agriculture, which is now generally 
practiſed in the Carſe of Gowrie, dividing their farm into 
6 parts; one ſixth part for fummer fallow, one for wheat, 
one for peaſe and beans, one for barley, one for clover graſs, 
and one for oats, The common rotation of crops is in the 

order juſt now mentioned; but this order is not rigidly ob- 
ſerved, even by the beſt farmers; for wheat is very often 
ſown after peaſe and clover, as well as fallow, The method 
of fallowing and ſowing graſs, though evidently for the ad- 
vantage of the farmer, is only coming into general repute. 
Many divide their farms into 4 parts, ſowing wheat after 
peaſe, b rley after wheat, oats after barley, and peaſe after 
oats, with only as much graſs as is neceſſary for food to 
their cattle during the ſummer ſeaſon, There is ſcarce any 
ſuch thing as paſture. © The horſes and cattle are chiefly fed 
within doors. The pariſh does much more than ſupply it- 
ſelf with the FOUL! Meh of life. It annually exports a con- . Wl.) 
fiderable quantity of grain, particularly of wheat and barley, . 
and, from its $ vicinity t to Fr, and other convenient ports 'q 18! | 
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for ſhipping, along * a rey market is found ee 
its produce. 308 411067 


_ grain are, wheat 218. per boll; barley and meal, 15 8.1 and 
peaſe and beans, 14's. Other proviſions are regulated by the 
Perth market. The wages of men ſervants, employed in 
huſbandry, are from $1. to 10 l. when they live in the fami. 
ly; 2 pecks of meal in the week, with a free houſe, 
when they do not. Women ſervants have generally from 
408. to 50s. per annum, with ſome perquiſites. The wages 
allowed to ſhearers, for eutting down a harveſt, is from 16s. 
to a guinea, according to their different ages and ſtrengib. 
They are, for the moſt part, hired for the ſeaſon, except in 
, thoſe caſes where the farmers have cottagers, of whom there 
are a conſiderable number in this pariſh, To cut down the 
harveſt is a part of their ſtated labour, and for this and ſome 

other pieces of ſervice, they have a free houſe, a garden, and 
an acre of land. The effect of employing cottagers in agri- 
culture, is doubtleſs friendly to the population of 'the coun- 
try, and the morals of the people, + be hog 
tioned, if it be equally Aon to the garner] 


Fuel. The fuel commonly made aſe of is doal, -with ſome- 
times the addition of a little wood by the poorgr ſort of 
people. The coals are all brought by water carriage up the 
river, from different parts of Fife. The price paid for them 
at the port, when delivered, is ſeldom above 4 8. per boll, 


which conſiſts of 52 ſtone weight, and the people i in i general 
are well ſupplied. * 


Rent, —The 8 rent of the land at — is Rs 
25. to 30 8. per acre; but ſome ground my let at above 
40 8. 


of Sf; Maden. 


405::The whole land rent of the pariſh, asit now lets wil be be 
about 8001; or 900 I. a 21 


Cbureh and Stipend.— The church, from an inſcription on 
the front of it, appears to have been built in the year 1610. 
The manſe was built in 1729. Both have undergone fre- 
quent repairs. The manſe got a thorough repair in the 
courſe of laſt year. The ſtipend, at an average, is 70 l. per 
annum, with a glebe of 20 acres. Mr Richardſon of Pitfour 
is patron. He reſides in the pariſh during ſummer, The 
only other heritor is Mr Craigie of Glendoich. * 


W are juſt 2 perfons who receive at . 2 
ſtated allowance from the poor's funds. They are both a- 
bove 80 years of age. Others receive occaſional ſupplies, 
when they happen to fall into diſtreſs, or meet with any miſ- 


fortune that demands a temporary aid. But the people here, 
in general, are rather backward to accept of any relief, unleſs 


in caſes of real neceſſity. The contributions at the church 
door, and other ſtated funds, amount to about 121. a year, 
which, in general, is ſufficient for every demand. But there 
is beſides, a ſum of upwards of 200 þ belonging to the poor, 
lent out at intereſt, which is perpetually accumulating, and, 
in all probability, neyer will K applied to the . for 
which it was collected. 

_ School The falary of the pariſh ſchoolmaſter is 100 


merks... The quarterly payment for reading, is 18.; for | 


writing and arithmetic, 2 8.; and for Latin, 35 s. The num 
ber of ſcholars, at an average, is about 60, a conſiderable 


part of whom come from nei ** pariſhes, 


Language 
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2 Language and Names of Placer.— The language ſpoken in 

this country is a dialect of the Engliſh z nor does there ſeem 
to be any very peculiar provincial accent. 'The names of 
places are chiefly derived from the Gaelic, ſuch as Pitfour, 
Pitcogue, Cairney ; Pitfour ſignifying, (as the incumbent is 
informed), .a hollow beſide a fortification ; Pitcogus, a narrow 
hollow or gulley ; Cairny, derived from cairn, which ſignifies 
a heap of ſtones piled together for ſome religious purpoſe, 
or for commemorating ſome remarkable vent. There is a 
large ſtone, which gives name to a village or hamlet in the 
pariſh, called Hawke/fone. The tradition of the country is, 
that it is the ſtone on which the hawk of the peaſant Hay 
alighted, after it had performed its flight round the land 
given to the gallant ruſtic, in reward for his ſervices perform- 
ed at the battle of Luncarty. The word CaLEDoONIA is in. 
ſcribed in modern letters; but for what reaſon it does not 


Advamages and Diſadvantages. —The principal advantage 
this pariſh poſſeſſes, in point of ſituation, is its vicinity to the 
river Tay, which is navigable as far up as Perth. The vil 
lage of Inchyra, fituated on the river, is not much more than 
a mile diſtant from any part of the pariſh, and not a quarter 
of a mile from ſome parts of it. And as this village has a 
tolerable good harbour, that admits veſſels of confiderable 
burden, it affords an eaſy and convenient opportunity to the 
Inhabitants, of ſupplying themſelves with coals and lime, and 
at the ſame time of carrying off the produce of their induſ- 
try to the beſt markets. The principal diſadvantage, is the 
badneſs of the roads in winter, owing to the nature of the 
ſoil. This, however, in time may be remedied. An excel- 
lent turnpike road has lately been made between Perth and 
Dundee, part of which paſſes through this pariſh, one of the 

greateſt 
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NUMBER IXXX. 
PARISH OF DURNESS, 

5 (County of Sutherland.) 


By the Rev. My Joun Tgouson. 


1 1 85 Origin of the Name. 
T 7 ARIOUS etymologies are aſſigned for the name of 


Y this pariſh, Among others, it is ſaid that Dur is a 
contraction of Durrin or Dovrin, which fignifies, in the Gaelic, 
a ſtorm, ſo that Durne/s would ſeem to mean the ne/5 or promon- 
tory of florms, an appellation to which the neighbouring coaſt 
is not unentitled. But whatever may be the meaning of the 
name, it is well known, from tradition, that the application 
of it, to this pariſh, took place, not from the nature of the 
ground, but in conſequence of the Biſhop of Caithneſs diſ- 
poning of it to Morriſon, (Ay Mac Hormaid, as they call 
| him), a Lewis man, and a native of a place called Diurneſs 
there, on occaſion of his being married to his natural daugh- 
ter, or, as ſuch were uſually termed in thoſe days, his „fer. 

This Ay Morriſon gave it its preſent name, to commemorate 
the place of his own nativity, Whatever its former name 
might have been, it ſurely has been a Heal, or ſummer dwel- 
ling of old, belonging to the biſhopric of Caithneſs. 


— 
— 
— 


Extent and Situation. The pariſh comprehends the culti- 
yated lands on the eaſtern fide of Loch Eriboll, commonly 
| Se: called 


called Weſtmoine; with the tract denominated Strathmore, | 
and inter ſected by the river Hope. It forms a part of the coun- 
ty of Sutherland, of the preſpytery of Tongue, and of the ſy- 
nod of Caithneſs and Sutherland. The greateſt length of the 
pariſh is computed to be 15 miles, and the greateſt breadth, | 
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Surface and Scenery. The ſcenery of this pariſh is moſtly 
wild and mountainous. Conſiderable tracts are occupied by 
moſſes. Towards the ſhore, however, where the peninſula 
terminates in Far. out. head, there is a ſeries of beautiful fields, 
and rich green paſture. On the ſides of the hills, too, upon 
ſpots where ſbielde have been occaſionally erected, to ſhelter 
the ſhepherds, in ſummer and harveſt, when feeding their | 
flocks at a diſtance from their ordinary dwellings, the {ward — 
is richly variegated with clover, daiſies, and other valuable 1 
grafles and wild flowers. Loch-Borley, a lake which is a 1 | 
full quarter of a mile in length, and about two thirds as 
much in breadth, lies in the middle of the peninſula of Dur- Mi 
neſs, A ſmall river falls into the Bay of Durneſs, and the | \ a 
river Hope holds its courſe upon the eaſt ſide of Loch Erri- F 
4 doll. Along the ſhore, a tract of flat land extends, in ſome We! 
: places, to the very verge of the ocean; in others, there is a x 
5 conſiderable extent of bare ſands; at the head lands, piles of | 9 
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8 Fay Tides. —The ns are almoſt every where rocky, 
Evan and even deſtitute of vegetables. In Loch Erriboll, and I 
indeed in ſome creeks, red-ware, or ſea-weed, is produced 
in ſuch quantity, as to afford, yearly, 10 or 12 tons of kelp; 
and on the ſhores, upon both fides of Far-out-head, great 
quantities of this weed are driven in by the waves, and uſed 

tor manure by the poſſeſſors of the adjoining lands. Great 
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plenty of ſpunges, but not of the beſt quality, are alſo inter- 


mixed among thoſe ſea weeds. The tides ruſh in with great 


| rapidity and violence upon this coaſt, eſpecially on the head 
lands; and, above all, at Cape Wrath, where their violence 
is 11icreated by means of a ſhoal, running out north by eaſt, 
from the extremity of the Cape, for 5 or 6 miles, and cover- 
ed by a depth of water, meaſuring only from 16 to 24 fa 
thoms. About a mile from the coaſt is the Staigs, a rock 


the top of which is always above water; but which is, ne- 


vertheleſs, formidable to ſhips approaching the Cape by 
night ; but a ſtill more dangerous rock, the top of which 
can be ſeen only in neap tides, 1 is ſaid to lie 9 miles due north 
from the w__ 


Laker and Rivers —Loch Erriboll is a ſpacious harbour, in 


which even the ſmalleſt ſloop enjoys perfect ſafety, and which 
appears large enough to receive perhaps the whole Britiſh 
navy. On the eaſt, it is bounded by the bright and elevated 
rocks of Whitenhead, which mariners diſtinguiſh at a dil- 
tance, even in the night; and on the weſt by Ruſpin, a ſmall 
dry harbour, lately much improved by the tackſmen of the 
fiſhings and the kelp ſhores. At Far-out-head, there is a 
large bay of rough ſea, too open to afford ſhelter for veſſels. 
Cape Wrath, Far-out-head, and Whitenheadz are the only 
headlands on this part of the coaſt, 


Caves,—In the cave of Smo, ſounds are diſtinctly repeated 
by a remarkable echo. This cave is, indeed, in many re- 
ſpects, an object worthy to attract and engage the notice of a 
curious obſerver of nature. It is, in ſome places, 100 yards 
wide, The natural vault is about 70 or 80 yards in height. 
A ſhort way within the mouth of the cave, there is a perfo- 


ration in the arch, through which a ſtream of water de- 
fcends, 
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ſcends, and is received into a ſubterraneous lake, that extends 
backwards to a length that has not been aſcertained. Tra- 
dition ſays, that the only perſon who ever had courage to at- 
tempt to explore it, was one Donald, maſter of Reay, and 
that the extinction of the lights, by foul air, obliged him to 


return, before he could advance to the extremity of the lake, 


or the boundary of the cave, Many other caves, beſides Smo, 
are ſcattered through the peninſula of Durneſs; but none 
ſo ſingularly remarkable, ſo large, or ſo magnificent, 


Minerals, c. This tract of country is not known to af- 
ford any uncommon minerals. Through the whole penin- 
ſula, no leſs upon the ſhores, than in the interior parts, the 
ſoil ſeems to reſt upon one unbroken bed of limeſtone, per- 
forated here and there, indeed, by the caves above mention- 
ed, but intercepted by no veins or ſtrata of ſtone of a diffe- 
rent nature, | 


Fiſh 1 affords, in great abundance, a ſpecies 
of trouts called Red Bellies, and, in Gaelic, Tarragan. They 
are caught only in October, when they repair to the ſhallow 


water to depoſit their ſpawn, Both the ſmall river, which 


empties itſelf into the Bay of Durneſs, and the Hope, afford 
ſalmon, like other Britiſh rivers communicating with the ſea. 


Theſe, with all the other fiſhings in Lord Reay's country, 


are under leaſe to a company, who export the fiſh caught. 
The former river yields about 24 barrels of ſalmon annually. 


The Hope may afford 20 barrels. Cod, ling, ſkate, turbot, 


haddocks, whitings, and flounders, are the moſt common ſea 


fiſh upon theſe coaſts. Loch Erriboll ſometimes affords a ſmall 
tack of herrings, Seals abound all around the coaſt, When 


the tide is at ebb, ſcores of them are daily to be ſeen, baſk- 


ing upon the banks of the channel. As they ſeldom go out 
| | to 
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to ſea in queſt of food, they are coltinionly | in a pitiful lean 
cordition ; ; and yet they are ſo ſhy, that it is ſcarcely off 
ble, by any FOES. to come at them, 


Biel and a quadrupeds and birds, in this 
tract of country, are the ſame as through the reſt of the 
Highlands. Grous and muirfowl are, however, leſs plen- 
tiful here than in many other places; for the hills and fields 


are too bare to afford much cover for theſe birds; and, as 


there are few corn fields, neither can hares or partridges find 
much food or ſhelter here. Both the black cattle and the 
ſheep of Durneſs are eſteemed to be of an uncommonly ex- 
cellent breed. Cape Wrath has long been reckoned an ex- 
cellent ſheep walk; the ſheep ſtock fed upon it was, how- 
ever, much more numerous 3o years paſt, than at preſent, 
having been disjoined from the contiguous farm of Balna- 
ciell, and affording, itſelf, no fit paſture for the younger 
ſtock, it has ſince ſuffered a rapid decreaſe. 


Agriculture and Produce.— The grain produced here is bar- 
ley and black oats. White oats have been found to dege- 


nerate greatly in a few ſucceſſive ſowings. Great quantities 


of potatoes are planted every year. The plough is uſed in 
planting and hoeing them, and anſwers extremely well for 
this article of crop. Cabbages, green kail, turnips, carrots, 
Kc. are produced in the gardens. In favourable ſeaſons, the 
'pariſh produces as much as maintains its inhabitants. In 


years of ſcarcity, it is ſupplied from Caithneſs. It is a hap- 


py circumſtance, that the bottom of Loch-Borley contains 
an inexhauſtible fund of the richeſt ſhell marie. 


Roads, —No roads have yet been made through this tract 


of country, and, of conſequence, on no occaſion has the ſta- 


tute labour yet been exacted. 
9 Shipping. 
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Sbißping.— About 20 of the natives of this pariſh are em- 
ployed in navigating two ſloops, the property of the tackſ- 
men of the kelp ſhores and ſalmon fiſhings. Theſe ſloops 
were built in the Bay of Durneſs, in the years 1788 and 
1789. They fail from Ruſpin, to the herring and cod fiſh- 
ing, in which they have hitherto been pretty ſucceſsful. 


Price of Labour, — The wages of day labourers are com- 
monly from 6 d. to 72 d. a day; carpenters receive 15s. and 
maſons the fame, daily wages, for building walls of dry 
ſt 3 The uſual half yearly wages, which farmers pay to 
their men ſervants, are from 26s. to 11. 16s. ; women ſer= 
vants are paid from 10s, to 15 8. 


Fuel. Peats are the fuel univerſally uſed through the pa- 


riſh. Theſe every family cut and prepare for themſelves. 


Language. The Gaelic language is ſtill generally ſpoken 


through this pariſh; but the Engliſh makes conſiderable 
3 among the people. 


Heritor and Rent, —Lord Reay i is ſole proprietor of the 
whole lands of this pariſh. The whole rent of the lands, 
| kelp ſhores, and fiſhings, may be about 4501. Sterling, 


Population, —As to the population of this pariſh, it appears, 


from liſts completed upon the 12th of June 1790, that the 
whole number of ſouls then amounted to 1182, of whom 
zog were inhabitants of Weſtmoine, and 673 of the penin- 


ſula of Durneſs. The return to Dr Webſter, in 1755, was 


1000. The annual average of births appears, from the pa- 
Tiſh regiſter, to be Lode of the deaths 30; and the marriages 
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Dijſeaſes.— Although the atmoſphere be frequently moiſt, 
and very large quantities of rain fall here in the courſe of 
'the year, yet the people are not greatly infeſted by diſeaſes, 
Dyſenteries, (often occaſioned, perhaps, by the inordinate uſe 
of cow's milk in ſummer and harveſt), and ſlow fevers, (pro- 
bably produced, in many inſtances, by ſleeping in the ſhiels, 
upon the damp ground, or on green bulruſhes ; by long faſt. 
ing, by expoſure to wetneſs of feet, and by neglect of perſo- 
nal cleanlineſs), are the moſt prevalent diſtempers, eſpecially 
among the poorer inhabitants in this pariſh. The ſmall-pox 
uſed formerly to cut off great numbers of the children ; but 
inoculation was introduced here more than 3o years ago, by 
the late Dr Dunnet of Thurſo; and about 12 years paſt, the 
practice was rendered general, by the active benevolence of 
a gentleman belonging to the pariſh, * was attended with 

the greateſt ſucceſs. 


Beige About 17 or 18 years ago, ſeveral families | 


emigrated from this pariſh to North America, A few have 
removed, within theſe 2 or 3 years. to ſeek employment a at 
the cotton mills. 


Church, fc, —This, with the adjoining pariſhes in Strath- 
naver, known by the names of Tongue and Eddrachyliſh, 
comprehending a tract of country, which is computed to be 
30 miles in length, and 15 or 20 in breadth, were formerly 
united in one pariſh, under the common name of Durneſs. 
But, as one clergyman was not equal to the taſk of inſtruct- 
ing the inhabitants of ſo extenſive a diſtrict in religion, and in- 
ſpecting their manners, George Lord Reay, in the year 1721, 
applied to the General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotlagd, 
for aid towards the religious inſtruction of the inhabitants of 
this country. The Aſſembly agreed, that a collection ſhould, 

for 
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for this purpoſe, be made through all Scotland. A contri- 
bution of 1500 1. Sterling was thus obtained. The original 
pariſh of Durneſs was, in conſequence, divided into the 3 
preſent pariſhes of Durneſs, Tongue, and Eddracbyliſh, in 
the year 1724. Stipends were aſſigned for the miniſters of 


theſe pariſhes, in certain proportions, out of the teinds of 


Lord Reay's eſtate, and the intereſt of the money contribut- 
ed. The ſtipend then allotted to the miniſter of Durneſs, 
was 800 merks Scotch, with 40 merks more, in the ſame 
money, for communion elements. Of theſe ſums, 150 merks 


were conſtituted payable out of the teinds of Lord Reay's 


eſtate; the other 690 merks were to be received out of the 
Intereſt of the general contribution. By a reduction of the 
rate of the intereſt upon the mortified fund, this ſtipend 


has been ſince diminiſhed to the ſmall ſum of 421. 16s. 8d. 


Sterling. The glebe may de worth about 4 l. of yearly rent. 
The king is patron; but the family of Reay have always 
preſented, and their preſentees have ever been acceptable to 
the people. A part of the church ſeems to have been built 
in the year 1692, and ſome part of it may have been built 
{till earlier. The manſe was firſt built in the year 1727; in 
1771, it was repaired; and in the years 1785 and 1786, it 
was entirely rebuilt, 


School. — The ſalary of the parochial ſchool is only 100 
merks Scotch, payable by Lord Reay, with recourſe on his 
Lordſhip's tenants for the one half. The quarter payments 
are, 2 8. 6 d. for teaching Latin; 28. for arithmetic; 1s. 
6 d. for reading and writing; and 18. for teaching to read. 
The ſchoolmaſter has ſometimes 20s. and ſometimes 11. 


10 8. a year, as precentor and ſeſſion clerk, He has 18. for 


every marriage, and 3 d. for a baptiſm. But the ſalary and 
perquiſites could not maintain him, if his employers did not 
| |  accom- 
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accommodate him in board and lodgings. The preſent maſ. 


ter, Mr Thomas Roſs, is approved for his diligence and ſuc- 
ceſs. The number of ſcholars is 45, or thereby. The 
ſchool houſe and room for the maſter will be in excellent re- 
pair very ſoon, There is a Society ſchool in Weſtmoine, a 
diſtrict of this pariſh. The maſter has 10 l. a year; and 
his wife 3 1. for teaching ſome branches of female education, 
The number of ſcholars never Exceed 39 at any time; there 
are indeed ſeldom ſo many. 


Por. — There are 35 poor people who are aflifted from the | 


funds, under the direction of the kirk ſeſſion. The amount 
of the weekly contributions, for their relief, with the inte- 
reſt of a mortified fund of 571. 10s. may be about 121. a 
year. In the years 1782 and 1783, when the crops failed, 
the ſupplies liberally provided by the late Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral- Alexander Mackay, together with the ſhare of what Par- 
liament granted, for the relief of the north of Scotland, 


contributed greatly to alleviate the ſufferings of the poor, in 
thoſe ſeaſons of general want. 


Antiquities, —The only remarkable monument of antiqui- 
ty, that remains in this pariſh, is the famous Dun Dornadilla, 
in Strathmore. That portion of the wall, of this antient 
tower, which is ſtill ſtanding, is 18 feet at the higheſt part. 
The area appears to have been ſurrounded with 2 concentric 
walls, A large triangular ſtone covers the front door, as a 
lintel. The oppoſite ſide has been reduced to rubbiſh. 


Eminent Men,—The celebrated Gaelic bard, Robert Doun, 
was of this pariſh, His ſongs are well known, and diſcover 
uncommon force of genius, It is a pity that they have not 

been 
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been printed, to ſecure * from mutilation, corruption, or 


5 oblivion. 


Propeſed Improvement. It would contribute greatly to the 


ſafe navigation of veſſels upon theſe coaſts, if a light-houſe 
was erected upon Cape Wrath. The bearings of the rocks, 


lying off the Cape, ought alſo to be accurately aſcertained. 


Some ſhipwrecks that have happened, within theſe laſt 10 
years, upon the coaſt of Durneſs, ſeem to point out the ne- 


ceſſity of theſe meaſures, 


General Charafer.—Of the character of the inhabitants 
of this pariſh, it may be obſerved, that they are moderately 
induſtrious, hoſpitable, and fond of a military life. Many a 
brave hardy ſoldier has gone from Durneſs; and of theſe, 
fame have raiſed themſelves conſiderably in the army, 
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NUMBER LXXX. 
PARISH OF 8STRAITON, 


(Cy of Ayr.) 


- By Mr WILLIAM Crawrory, 22 to the Rev, My 
 M'DerniT, 


Origin of the Name, 
HEN the Romans were maſters of this part of the 


land, they formed roads of communication between 


their itations. The iſlanders called theſe roads ftrats, frets, 
or freets, from a reſemblance they bore to the ſtreets in their 


own miſerable villages. Hence it is inferred, that towns or vil. 
lages, the names of which begin with Arat or fret, are ſo 
named, becauſe erected on or near ſome Roman high-way *. 
To favour this conjecture, that the village of Straiton or 


$treitown ſtands on or near one of theſe Roman roads, there 


are ſtill viſible ſome veſliges of an oblong entrenchment on 


the ſummit of Benan Hill, which ſtands ſouth from the village 


about half a mile, commanding a very extenfive view of Car- 
rick, Kyle, Cunningham, Arran, the rock of Elfa, and ſome of 
the hills in the Weſt Highlands.—Some years ago, in digging a 


foundation for an obeliſk, erected on the top of this hill, by the 


late Sir John Whitefoord, there was found an urn, curiouſly 


carved, and filled with aher . and, at the farther ſide of the 
ſame 


* Vide Cambden, p. 636; & Bede, B. 1. c. 11. 


fitr 
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ſame hill, there was found, about 3 years ago, another urn; 
much ſmaller than the former. 


Situation and Extent. —The pariſh of Straiton lies in that 

diſtrict of Ayrſhire called Carrick, in the preſbytery of Ayr, 
and ſynod of Glaſgow and Ayr. It is about 15 miles in 
length, from S. E. to N. W.; and, at an average, 5 miles in 
breadth; containing about 75 ſquare miles in ſurface. The 
ſituation of the village, at the bottom of 2 hills, between 


which runs the water of Girvan, is delightful; It is built 


on a riſing ground. The houſes are neat and uniform, being 
all conſtructed upon the ſame plan, about 30 years ago, by 
Thomas Earl of Caffilis, The uniformity of the houſes, to- 
gether with the adjacent green hills, ſkirted with wood, the 
vicinity of the Girvan, and a conſiderable number of very 


old trees in the church-yard, and about the village, juſtify | 
thoſe who viſit this place, in pronouncing it one of the moſt 


beautiful Highland villages they have ever ſeen. It ſtands 


13 miles 8. E. from Ayr, and about the fame diſtance N. 


E. from Girvan. 


Soil, Bur foe, Climate, &c.—In a pariſh of ſuch extent, 
there is, as might be expected, a variety of ſoils, and diver= 
fity of climate. The greateſt part of the ſurface is only fit 
for paſturage. The ſouth-eaſt part of the pariſh, though 


not very high, is extremely wild and rocky, having a num- 


ber of ſmall lakes ſcattered here and there in it, abounding 
vith excellent trouts. There is one farm, containing up- 
wards of 6000 acres, which does not pay to the proprietor a- 
bove 501. of yearly rent. A great deal, even of the arable 
part of the pariſh, is employed in raiſing cattle. The farmer 
reaps a greater, at leaſt a more certain profit, this way, than 
from tillage» The land employed in railing eorn, bears a 


very 
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very ſmall proportion to the whole. The proportion is much 
ſmaller now, than it ſeems to have been about 530 or 60 years 
backwards. The quantity of grain ſown annually may a- 
mount to 600 bolls. The ſoil, in which it is ſown, is ge- 
nerally either an earthy gravel, or a light loam. In the neigh- 
| bourhood of the village, and in the barony of Whitefoord, 


cats will yield 6 or ) ſeeds at an average, and barley in pro- 


portion. Wheat, in ſome ſeaſons, fucceeds very well; but, 
being rather precarious, is very little cultivated. The cli. 
mate is very temperate and healthy, and the ſoil, in general, 
dry ; ſo that the farmers winter their young cattle, without 
ever bringing them into a houſe, The ſnow ſeldom lies 
long, eſpecially about the village. A perſon.travelling from 
the eaſt, as he approaches it, is ſenſibly ſtruck with the 
warmer temperature of the air. The harveſt is remarkably 
early, conſidering the proximity of the hills. —The difeaſe, 
moſt fatal in the pariſh, is conſumption on the lungs. The 
ſmall-pox carries off very few, the practice of inoculation 
having become very general, even among the lower orders of 


the people. There are, in the pariſh, ſeveral perſons who | 


have reached the age of 80, ſome 90, and one 100. 


Kent, and Stock in Cattle, —Fhe valued rent is 45481. 195. 
10 d. Scotch; the real rent, about 3000 l. Sterling. There 
are only 7 proprietors, 3 of whom reſide in the pariſh. It 
maintains about 20,000 ſheep, which yield about 171 packs 
of wool, which has been ſold, at an average of the 3 laſt 
years, for 5 l. or 5 guineas per pack. Wedders, 3 years old, 
are ſold for half a guinea, or 118. and other ſheep in pro- 
portion. There are, in the pariſh, about 2160 black cattle, 
fold at different prices, according to their age and weight. 
Some of the ne os * when only 1 two years and . 

3 


at 


of 


— 


half old, at 5 guineas a head, They are very like the 
cattle in Galloway, both in ſize and ſhape. 


_ Prices of Proviſions.—The price of butcher meat depends 
upon the Ayr market. It is commonly ſold a halfpenny per 
pound cheaper in Straiton than in Ayr. A pair of fowls ſells 
at 18. 4 d.; chickens, 6 d.; a dozen of ess 2 d.; a pound 
of n, 8 d. 


Rivers. —The Doon, the eaſtern boundary of Carrick, 
iſſuing from a lake of the ſame name, 7 miles in length, 
waſhes the eaſt and north-eaſt fide of the pariſh ; and run- 
ning north-weſt about 18 miles, empties itſelf into the Frith 


of Clyde, about 2 miles ſouth from Ayr. In both loch and 


river there are ſalmon, red and white trouts, and cuddings, 


or charr, The rains uſed formerly to raiſe the loch in ſuch 
a manner, that the river, receiving the accumulated water 


from this reſervoir, frequently overflowed its banks, and de- 
ſtroyed the meadows. The rock, over which the loch diſ- 


charged itſelf, has lately been cut in two places at confider- 
able expence, by the Earl of Caſfilis, and Mr MaAdam of 


Craigingillan, the proprietors on each fide; ſo that, by means 
of {luices, not only the damage is prevented, but ſome land 
is gained, by a diminution of the extent of the loch. The 


Girvan has its ſource in the pariſh, about 8 miles above the 


village. Like the Doon, it riſes irom a loch, or rather a 


great number of lochs, the principal of which are Garany 
and Braden. Theſe two, and 12 other Jochs in the pariſh, 


are inhabited, ſome of them by red, and ſome by white 


trouts, ſome by both, and one of them entirely by pikes. In 


the Water of Girvan there are trouts and ſalmon. The 


courſe of the Girvan, till it paſs the village, is north-weſt, 
After leaving the 3 which 81 n into two unequal 


parts, 


4 
is 
1 
Fi 
11 
in 
; 


. 

1 
1 
k 


1 — — 9 
——̃ ́— . ne ak i EE ns 


— 


— . oo 


A... _ 
- — 
— 

— 


596 Statiſtical Account 


parts, it turns ſouth weſt, and diſcharges itſelf into the Frith 
of do, after a courſe of 20 miles. 


Mood. There is a great deal of natural wood in the pa- 

riſh, which is very profitable to the proprietors. Some of 
the hills are beautifully ſkirted with it, almoſt to their tops, 
There are ſome conſiderable plantations of exceeding good 
trees of different kinds; ſuch as oak, elm, aſh, beech, lime, 


ſycamore, fir, &c. eſpecially about and near the place of 
Whitefoord. 


Mineralt.— There is plenty of coal, lime, marl, and free 
and iron ſtone in the pariſh. It is to be regretted, that the 
coal is at a diſtance of more than 4 miles from the village, 
and the road unpaſſable with carts for the greateſt part of 
the year; ſo that the inhabitants are obliged to bring their 
coals from the pariſh of Dalmellington, at the diſtance of 8 
miles. On the margin of Loch Doon, there are beds of a 
very ſingular ſoft bluiſh clay ſubſtance, which, when taken 
up, and expoſed to the ſun and atmoſphere, becomes as white 
as any fuller's earth, and acquires the conſiſtency of chalk. 
It has been examined chemically by the celebrated Dr Hut- 
ton, who can give the fulleſt and beſt account of it. 


| Church.—The old ſtipend was 531. 18s. 23 d. with 48 
bolls of victual, two thirds meal and one third bear. The 
Court of Seffion laſt year granted an augmentation of 40 

bolls meal and bear, in the above proportions, with 31. 6s. 
8 d. for communion elements. The glebe, including the 
garden, conſiſts of 8 acres of good land, The patronage of 


the pariſh belongs to the Crown. The church is in pretty 


good condition, The manſe, though built fo lately as in 
1753) is in very bad repair. The incumbent is the third mi- 
ä | . Eb — 


of Straiton; _: 


niſter from the eien There is but one "ROM and 
no Roman Catholics, 


Scho —The ſchool-houſe is in good condition ; but the 
_ falary being only 100 merks, no teacher thinks it worth his 
while to ſtay long in the pariſh. Accordingly, of late, there 
has been a very rapid ſucceſſion of ſchoolmaſters, to the 
great detriment of the pariſh, The ſmallneſs of the emo. 
luments excludes from a choice of teachers. 


P opulation,—According to Dr Webſter, the population, in 


1755, amounted to 1123. The number of fouls, taken laſt 


ſummer (1791), at a parochial viſitation, was 934. Of theſe 
there are, : 


— Males, 33 — 440 
Females, 5 - wy - 494 
Under 8 years of age, =» 163 
Above 8 ditto, = - 771 
Families i in the village, 41 Souls, 186 
in the country, 143 —— 748 


: There has been no regiſter of marriages and burials kept 


in the pariſh before 1783. From the regiſter of baptiſms it 


appears, that the number has decreaſed. This, indeed, 


might be expected, as ſeveral farms that formerly kept 2 or 


3 families, are now poſſeſſed by individuals. Of this fre- 
quent proofs are ſeen, in the veſtiges of old houſes, of which 


only the foundations remain. In all countries, where the 


people live chiefly by paſturing cattle, this.will be the Caſe, 


As they improve by incloſures, &c. fewer hands are neceſſa- 


ry to ſuperintend the flocks and herds. 
Number 
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592 | Statiſtical Account 
N umber of Births. | | Average per Annum, 
From 1700 to 1710 288 28.8 
— 1740 to 1750 314 31.4 
— 1750 to 1766 242 24.2 
— 1760 to 179750 237 237 
——— 1770 to 1780 228 22.8 
—— 1780 to 17990 230 23 


From the beginning of 1783, to the beginning of 1792, 


during which period the ſeſſion clerk has kept a regiſter of 


marriages and burials, as well as of baptiſi Wy the average 
is, of 


* 


Baptiſms, 5 22 | 
Burials, - - 16 
Marriage, « = 8 


| Diviſon and Conditions of the Inhabitants, —Of the 184 fa- 


milies, 3 belong to proprietors of land, 33 to farmers, and 41 


to villagers, The reft are the families of fhepherds, cot- 
tagers, labourers, and coalliers.' There are 4 ſhoemakers, 3 


taylors, 4 maſons, 4 blackſmiths, 2 millers, 3 Joiners, 2 cart- 


wrights, 1 butcher, and 1 baker, who are chiefly employed 

by the people in the pariſh; and 12 weavers, beſides jour- 
neymen and apprentices, who, till very lately, were employ- 
ed principally in making woollen webs for the Ayr and May- 
bole markets. During the laſt year, the preateſt part of 
them have betaken themſelves to the weaving of muſlin,— 
Before the late extenſion of the exciſe laws, there were in 


Straiton a conſiderable number of ſmugglers. The late re- 


gulations, having increaſed the riſk, at the ſame time that 
they diminiſhed the profits, have, in this place, almoſt en- 
tirely put an end to this kind of illicit traffic. There are in 


the 


J ²˙ wü. ee Re on We B 


* * * 
. L p26 
4% _ 


e | on , 


the village 2 inns, and 4 ale-houſes. It — beithed th that 
de only VIE in them. % 7407 A 


As decay of G 


lies, that uſed to live plentifully, to great poverty, ſo that the 


number of the poor may be expected to increaſe. The 


number of paupers, ſupported by the pariſh funds, has in- 
creaſed from about 12, within theſe 2 or 3 laſt years, to 19. 
The ſum annually expended upon them is about 30 l. which 
is procured by the weekly collections at church, and the in- 
tereſt of 1201. appropriated to them. They live in their 
own houſes, and the greateſt part of them earn ſomething 
by their induſtry, beſides their monthly ſupply from the 
funds. Scarcely any of them beg. 


Antiquitier —Befides the two urns already mention ed, there 


is, upon a little iſland in Loch Doon, the ruins of an old 
caſtle, which has been built of very large free-ſtones. The 


form is octangular. The arch of a Gothic gate is ſtill en- 
tire. The hiſtory of this caſtle, which muſt have been a 
retreat of great ſtrength and ſecurity, cannot now be ob- 
tained. The ifland on which it ſtands is neareſt to the Car- 
rick ſhore, and belongs to the Earl of Caſſilis. How the 
ſtones, which are very large, were brought hither, is not 


conſequence and ſolemnity. It is remarkable, that Sir James 
VoL. Ill, 47 Cun. 


uggling has reduced ſeveral fami- 
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eaſy to conjecture. There is no quarry nearer than 8 miles, 

and the intervening ground is rough and hilly, without any 
veſtige of a road. In Loch Braden, one of the ſources of 

the Girvan, there is alſo an iſland, with the remains of a. 
caſtle on it. There are ſeveral veſtiges of thoſe cairns, ſo 
frequently met with in Scotland, in the pariſh of Straiton; 
one in particular, which ſeems to have been a place of great 
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_Eunningham, a former proprietor of the barony of Dak 
| ow belonging to Sir Adam Fe 
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morton, now 
tenants, as appears from old leaſes, 0 to attend his 
#* Court, at the cairn, in the holm of 
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| Containing ſome pieces of additional information, 


received after the accounts of the reſpectiut 
pariſhes, to which they refer, were gone to 


the wth 


No. XIV. 
DYCE; P- 130- 


Situation. 


HIS pariſh is Gtiated 3 in the county, fynod, and preſ- 
bytery of Aberdeen. 


Rent, —fhe real rent cannot be exactly aſcertained, as it 
conſiſts of money, meal, bear, poultry, ſervices, and what is 
worſt of all, (as they operate as a tax 1 improvement); 
miln multures. Kon 


Church. —The ſt ood 1 is paid, partly in money, and partly- 
in victual. The former amounts to 3801. 2d. Scotch; and 
the latter conſiſts of 37 bolls 3 firlots 3 pecks meal, 6 bolls 
11 pecks bear, — EO TENER 5 Acres, 
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and about a quarter of an acre of paſture ground, In 1 763 
there was an augmentation of 1061, Scotch. The College 
of St. Andrews are titulars of the teinds, and draw a conſi- 
derable ſum yearly from . 4 A 

School. =The parochial ſchool is ; ſmall. The number of 
ſcholars, in winter, is from 20 to 30; but does not exceed 
14 or 15 in ſummer. The ſalary is only 5 I. 128. The 


perquiſites are trifling. Till within theſe 9 , there was 
no legal Wer. | 


& * 423 - 


Population be return to De weber, in 2 year. 17 555 


was 383; from which it appears, there i is a N of 31 
within theſe 40 years. 


| | Catth,—The number of black cattle ſeldom exceeds 650. 
That of the horſes, in January 1792, was 94. Both were 
included in the former calculation. 


Diſadvantages. —The hi bh 15 on malt is ſeverely felt in 
this pariſh, This tax amounts- to nearly one third of the 
value of the bear, which operates almoſt as a prohibition of 
the 'manufiture, and, of conſequence, not only diſtreſles the 
country people, by depriving them of a neceffary and 
| ſtrengthening refreſhment, | but likewiſe hurts the revenue, 

by diminiſhing the conſumption. | There is is hardly. one fourth 
of the quantity of malt made how in the pariſh, that, was 
made in it 20 years ago; which is attended with this addi- 
tional bad conſequence, that the people, being deprived of 
their uſual wholeſeme Tiquor, are obliged to have recourſe to 
ſpirits, which are told through” the whole country, to the no 
mall hurt of their Kealth, as @ their morals, A 


x. 
92 #7 Ry Fo * "ry 
"Ty LEE t ** 4 4 28 N 


* 
& 
2 
** * 
wy 
COD 
-- 
* 
Us 
2 
— 
* 


ö 3 | ng ASIAN GE 2 ie ae „„ 
wi Te WP Oc No. 
49 . | 7 


APPEND 5 


DUNSCORE, p. 140. 


Population. From | a particular enumeration of the inha« 
bitants, taken in September 1791, by Mr Kirkpatrick, the 
number is exactly aſcertained to be 1033, which makes the 
increaſe, within theſe 40 years, 382. The number of dif- 
n from the Eſtabliſhed Church, | is 96, 


Rent,—Farms rent at about I;ol. * the tackſmen of. 
ten ſubſet a part of them; ſo that the higheſt rent, paid by 
any one res,” will not exceed 90 L Sterling, 


Copy 4 a kter from RoBERT ebm 27 cum 
988 to Sir Joan SINCLAIR, Bart. | 


ED loan, LOVER. 

1 incloſe you a 1 wrote e by Mr "IR as an addition 
to the account of Dunſcore pariſh, It contains an account 
of a ſmall library, which he was ſo good, (at my deſire) as to 
ſet on foot, in the barony of Monkland, or Friar's Carſe, in 
| this pariſh. As its utility has been felt, particularly among 
the younger claſs. of people, I think, that if a fimilar plan 


wereecſtabliſhed, in the different pariſhes in Scotland, ib would 


end greatly to the ſpeedy improvement of the tenantry, 
trades people, and work people. Mr Burns was ſo good as 
take the whole charge of this dal concern. He was trea- 


. x Þ Þ FILL 


en W 4 gb to this little ſociety, 'who 0 
long have a grateful ſenſe of his public ſpirit, and exertions 


dor their ame Sj Information. 


LS 4H Þ>4 
8 TED 


1 have the honour to be. 1 


N Tour's moſt n. 
* TE YT ROB. RID D ETI. 


7 Sir Jon SIN cL Aix of Uher, Bart: = 


THE followlng 8 he 1 * AG ho omitted 
in the Statiſtical Account, tranſmitted to you, of the pariſk 
of Dunſcore, in Nithſdale. I beg leave to ſend it you, be- 
cauſe it is new, and may be uſeful. How far it is deſerving 
of a FRew! in n nem publication, you are the beſt 
TO” e 20 0 us an d af 51 17 | 
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| To Figs the e 05 lower claſſes with a Know- 


8 is certainly of very great conſequence, . both to them 
as individuals, and to ſociety at large. Giving them a turn 
for reading and reflection, is giving them a ſource of inno- 
cent and laudable amuſement; and beſides, raiſes them to a 
more dignified degree in the ſcale of rationality. Imprefſed 
-with this ORs a | gentleman” i in this pariſh, RovasrT Rip- 


BELL; 


a rr EDI X. 599 


pr, Eſq; of Glenriddel, ſet on foot a ſpecies of circulat- 
ing library, on a plan ſo ſimple, as to be practicable in any 
corner of the country ; and ſo uſeful, as to deſerve the no- 
tice of every country gentleman, who' thinks the improve. 
ment of that part of his own ſpecies, whom chance has 
_ thrown into the humble walks of the peaſant and the arti- 
fan, a matter worthy of his attention. | 


Mr Riddell got a number of his own tenants, and farming 
neighbours, to form themſelves into a ſociety, for the pur- 
poſe of having a library among themſelves. They entered 
into a legal engagement, to abide by it for 3 years; with a ſav- 
ing clauſe or two, in caſes of removal to a diſtance, or of death. 

Each member, at his entry, paid 5s. ; and at each of their 
meetings, which were held every fourth Saturday, 6 d. more. 
With their entry money, and the credit which they took on 
the faith of their future funds, they laid in a tolerable ſtock 
of books at the commencement. What authors they were to 
purchaſe, was always to be decided by the majority. At every 
meeting, all the books, under certain fines and forfeitures, by 
way of penalty, were to be produced; and the members had 
their choice of the volumes in rotation. He whoſe name ſtood, 
for that night, firſt on the liſt, had his choice of what volume 
he pleaſed in the whole collection; the ſecond had his choice 


after the firſt; the third after the ſecond, and ſo on to the 


laſt. At next meeting, he who had been firſt on the liſt at 
the preceding meeting, was laſt at this; he who had been 
ſecond, was firſt; and fo on, through the whole 3 years. At 
the expiratſon of the engagement, the books were ſold by auc- 
6 tion, but only among the members themſelves; and each 
man had his ſhare of the common ſtock, in — or in 
n hooks, as he choſe t to bea /purchaſer or not. Suk 


94 8 
89 149 * N 
4 Fo . ww At 


rern 


At the walls up of this little ſociety, which was fort 
ed under Mr Riddell's patronage, what with benefaQions of 
books from him, and what with their own purchaſes, they 
had collected together upwards of 1 130 volumes. It will 
eaſily be gueſſed, that a good deal of thaſh would be bought. 
Among the books, however, of this little library, were, 
Blair's Sermons, Robertſon's Hiſtory of Scotland, Hume's 
Hiftory of the Stewarts, the Spectator, Idler, Adventurer, 
Mirror, Lounger, Obſerver, Man of Feeling, Man of the 
World, Chryſal, Don Quizotte, Joſeph Andrews, &c, A 
peaſant who can read, and enjoy ſuch books, is certainly a 
much ſuperior being to his neighbour, who, perhaps, ſtalks 
| befide his team, very little . _ in e from the 
brutes he drives. 


p Wiſhing your patniotic exertions their ſo much merited 
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No. XXXVI. 


0 RRIS, p. 88. 


Ereftion, —This pariſh was formerly a parſonage, in the 
preſbytery of Fordoun, and dioceſe of Brechin. As the mi- 
niſter found it, at all times, very inconvenient, and in winter 
often impoſſible, on account of the deep ſnow on the hills, to 
attend the diets of preſbytery, the General Aſſembly, . 
fore, in the year 17 5 annexed Durris to the preſbytery of 
Aberdeen. 
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Mm nn oe The Norfolk plough is uſed for faughing, or 
ribbing the ground, and plowing light ſoil. The drill and 
wheel ploughs are uſed on the haugh ; but the old Scotch. 
plough, with low ſtilts, is moſt in uſe. The farmers con- 
ſtantly employ hired ſervants ; but moſt of them have ſub- 
tenants, who are bound to cut down their maſter's crops, caſt 
and lead his peats, and build his fauld dykes. They are 
uſually allowed Saturday, in time ot harveſt, to reap their 
W_ ͤ v 
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Por. —Mr Alexander Hogg, a native of this pariſh, died 
at Turkenham, in the beginning of the year 1787, and be- 
queathed to this pariſh 5 00 l. in old 4 per cent Bank annui- 
ties reduced, to > be _ to the * purpoſes : : 


Imo, To a charity ſchoolmaſter, fr inſtructing 10 poor 
children, boys or girls, whoſe ages ſhall not be under g years, 
VoL. III. 4 _ nor 


APP E N D I X. 


nor exceed 1 t, in reading Eogliſh, writing and accounts, 
ber annum, - - „„ 8 


\ 


24, To the herds round Cairn-Shee, for their 
mid-ſummer fee, (on which occaſion the farmers 
give their herds bread and cheeſe, and ſometimes 
they have muſic and dancing), TS» 600-0 


27i2, For a dinner to the members of the kirk- 
ſeſſion, when they diſtribute the intereſt of his mor- 
tification, „ 5 > 1 6. 0-: 


to, The remainder of the intereſt of ſaid 500 J. (tor 
which only 3 per cent. is now received), to be diſtributed a- 
mong poor houſe keepers, who are not on the poor's roll. 


N. B. The intereſt of this cool. makes a part of the 
account formerly communicated of the pars funds of this 
pariſh. 7 

School. Mr John Gerard, the preſent ſchoolmaſter, gives 
the following particular account , of his ſalary and. * 
tes: 


The 1 (of which Lord Peterborough pays the one 
half, and the tenants the other), is, per ane, L. 8 6 8 


O 


Ditto as ſeſſion clerk, = - x 20" -0. 
Ditto as clerk to Mr Hogg's TO "IA "0 20 0: 
Dues of baptiſms, 64 d. each, amount, upon an 
average, to = CET aro ut, oo ON 4 
Ditto of marriages, 6; d. each, — 0 3 
Ditto for extracts from the alte of baptiſims, 
1225 ,, „ Gr S206 


4 


Carried over, "Ku o 8 


7 Brought over, 
School fees, communibus annis, about 
He has alſo a ſmall garden, worth about 


x, 


Er I 
- 4 
O 


Total amount of ſalary and perquiſites per ann. L. 15 5 8 


The number of Scholars is from 30 to 40 in winter, and 


between 20 and Jo in ſummer. 


= 
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No. XXXIX. 


u NK DI E, p. 269. 
ene the farm of Monedie, next the river, there | 
is a pure, unmixed, ſtrong gravel, 2 feet below the ſurface; 
which the preſent incumbent diſcovered, by digging a well. 
About 12 feet deep, there was a ſtratum of a perfectly black 
colour, and about a foot thick, ſo extremely hard to dig, that 
the workman, who was employed to dig it at piece work, ſe. 
yeral times gave it up, declaring that he would be a loſer at 
triple or quadruple the price agreed on, When it was bro- 
ken through, the pieces were full of ſhining yellow particles, 
like ſpangles of gold ; but after ſome hours expoſure to the 
open air, they loſt their luſtre. | It appeared. in ſome places, 
as if it had been a little fuſed by the force of fire. The co- 
Jour of the gravel, above and below, and. i in | immediate con. 
tact with it, was not in the leaſt altered. The black gravel, 
from its ſurface quite through, was of the ſame deep black 
colour, and when it was broken into ſmall pieces, theſe gold 
like ſpangles ſtill appeared. Mineralogifts may, poflibly, if 
they have ſeen or heard of this phenomenon, account for it, 
The water of the well is exceeding fine and ſoft, and very 
good for waſhing and breaking ſoap, owing, 1 no doubr, to its 
KY, filtered through ſuch a depth. ot rough gravel, | : 


1 


8 | Tana Perſons. BE 881 Bu: LL, celebrated in ſong * our 
| Scotch Horace, was deſcended from the ancient family of 
FnYEd, whoſe ſirname was Bell; but now extinct. From 

n, 


1 1 1 


tradition, we learn, that there was a peculiar intimacy be- 


tween this young lady and Mary Gray, of the houſe of Led 
nock, a ſmall eſtate upon the banks of the river Amon, about 
a mile diſtant from Kinved ; diſtinguiſhed beauties, but of 
quite different complexions, In the beginning of that dread- 
ful plague, which ſo cruelly ravaged and depopulated this 
country, they retired together to a lonely place, called the 
Burn Brea, to ſecure themſelves from the infection. A young 
gentleman, whoſe name and deſcent are not known, but 
who is ſuppoſed to have been a native of the pariſh'of Mo. 
nedie, had a warm and laudable affection for them both, 'and 
paid them a viſit in their retreat. This viſit was attended 
with fatal conſequences; for, having unhappily imbibed'the 
ſeeds of the plague, without perceiving it, the” young ladies 
caught the infection, and died. They were both buried in 


one grave, which is ſtill pointed out at the head of a heugh, | 
on the banks of the Amon. The foundation of their bower | 


is alſo ſhewn on « yon Burn brace.” The late proprietor, 


Major Barry, incloſed their burial place with a wall of maſon 
work, with this inſcription on one of the ſtones i in the wall, 


4 iy Tree \Þ 


ce Brssr Ber AND Maur Gaar.“ 5 
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mn @ a> 


"Þ * 
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Situation, Extent, 25 | Population —Lo . or the 
New Pariſh, di$joined from the pariſhes of Foulis and Mon- 


zie, and annexed, quoad facra, to the pariſh of Monedie, 
lies contiguous to it on the weſt ſide, and reaches weſtward f 


to a ' {mall rivulet, called the Mill. Burn. The river Amon 
waſhes it on the ſouth, from whence it extends northward to 
the foot of the Grampians. It is about 3 computed miles 


| ſquare, and has a gradual-deſcent from the north to Amon, 


and Fong, at preſent, be between Ton or 800 ſouls.” 158 oy 


10 mo \ IT# £5 * 
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Seil, Climate, F el, Sc. The ſoil adjacent to the river is 


partly a light loam, and partly gravelly; on the riſing ground, | 
and towards the hills, the ſoil is a deep till mixed with moſs, 


The ground next the hills is compoſed, partly of muir unfit 
for tillage, ſome ot which is already planted with fir; and 
partly of moſs of a good quality, and which is now the only 
fuel of the inhabitants, paring the ground for the turf being 
prohibited by the preſent and only proprietor, William 

Drummond, Eſq. Rains are frequent, by reaſon of its prox- 


| Imity to the hills. The air is ſharp, In ſtormy weather, 


with which they are pretty much. viſited, they have very high 
winds, eſpecially from the weſt, which, collected in, and 
iſſuing from, a narrow opening, confined between two high 
Hills on the north and ſouth, blow with great violence, pu- 
rify the air, and render the climate very healthy, and conſe- 
quently populous, few families having below 6 or 7 children, 
and many of them above a dozen. There was one man, in 
the preſent incumbent's time, who had 24 children all bap- 


tized in the kirk of Monedie, The people commonly live 


Jong, and many to a great age. * are, in general, ſpright- 
ly, ſtout, handlome men. 


n Sc. — All the arable ground was run. rigg till 5 
laſt year, which greatly retarded, or rather quite prevented, 


improvement; but the preſent proprietor has wiſely aboliſh- 
ed the practice. He has divided all the lands into ſmall 
compact farms, containing from 20 to 40 acres each, with 


the laudable intention of providing for all his old tenants, 
and ſuch of their ſors as incline to agriculture. He has al- 
ready, within the ſpace of one year, at conſiderable expence, 


.reared up 20 neat convenient farm houſes, built with. ſtones. 


Two of theſe houſes are of two ſtories, and garrets ; the reſt 
one wad and a _ each. He ee to proceed in the 


ſame 
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fame mantier over bis whole eſtate, which is very muck to 


the ſatisfaction of his tenants, who have readily adopted his 


plan of improvements, in croping their reſpective farms. 
Laſt ſummer they drove a vaſt quantity of lime from Perth, 
allowing about 3o, 40, or 50 bolls of ſhells to the acre. As the 
length and tediouſneſs of carriage bears rather a little heavy 


on the tenants, he has it in contemplation to try to diſcover 


marle on his grounds, and entertains hopes of ſucceeding. 


The hills have been tried for lime ſtone, but without ſucceſs, 
The crops, till laſt year, were only black oats, bear, potatoes, 
and lint, This laſt agrees exceedingly well with the ſoil, 
producing to the amount of 12 l. 14s. per acre. But they are 


now ſowing peaſe, and intend to try graſs crops and turnips, 
and it is hoped theſe experiments will ſucceed. They have 
already begun to roll after harrowing. They have entirely 
laid afide the old mode of plowing, which was with 4 horſes; 


|  yoked fide by fide, with a driver, or rather leader, who plyed 


before the horſes, held them by the head, and travelled 
backwards. They now plow with only 2 horſes, and no dri- 
ver, They flill retain the old Scotch plough. The ſeed 


| time, for oats, is in April; for bear, in May. Harveſt be- 


gins about the end of September and beginning of GO 
In unfavourante ſeaſons I it is * 8 


weed ee al a PIE ſheep; but ity 5 
are now reſtricted to the farms that are neareſt the hills, 


which are divided into ſheep walks. The horſes and 


| cows are, as yet, very little improved. The tenants hitherto 


had their apiarics, the honey of which was in very great re- 
queſt, owing, perhaps, to the bees having no other food but 


the blofloms of heath, and other wild mountainous flowers. 


Te hills of Logie-Amon abound with muir fowl, heath 


cocks, and partridges in the corn fields, with | plovers 


in the ſeaſon, and a great number of hares. 


| Rents. 


— 


APPENDISA 


| Rente—The valued rent is 40201. Scotch; the real rent | 
about 6001. Sterling. All the antient ſervitudes are con- 


verted into ans The 3 K are One vith x thoſe of the 


Beefſtcl 8 Stats —The beine 15 of the | Whabltante 


re of the Eſtabliched Church. The only Epiſcopals are the 
family of Logie. There are no Roman Catholics. In the 
weſt of Logie-Amon there is a Seceder church and manſe; 


The miniſter has a pretty good living. and rents a farm. 


| Moſt of the people of the eſtabl ſhed perſuaſion have ſeats 
in the church, and, from local conveniency, attend Divine 


ſervice there; but communicate in the pariſh church. It is 


more than probable, that if there were a preacher or mini- 


| er of the eſtabliſhed perſuaſion ſettled _ . they f 
5 word give up the Seceſſion. 5 


8 Rivers, Bridew, We, —The country is i interſefted with fe 


veral rivulets deſcending trom' the hills to the river Amon, 1 


which, a little below their ſources, form deep gullies, edged 
and bottomed with rugged precipices and rocks, in all of 
which there are trouts. Theſe gullies are greatly levelled 
with high arches, for the ſake of a high-way from Perth to 
Crief. The river Amon takes its riſe from the top of a glen | 
8 in the Grampions, called the Narrow Glen, to the weſtwarl 
ing Logie Amon on the ſouth, continuing its courſe between 


Amon. It runs through Monzie and Foulis, waſh- 


the pariſhes of Methven; Regorton, and Perth, and there falls 


into the Tay. The bed and banks of this river are rocky. 
In many places the water, confined between ſteep and high 


rugged rocks, makes a tremenduous appearance, and arreſts 


| the eye with a pleaſing and aſtoniſhing ſublimity. There 
| are 6 bridges on it. The laſt bridge over it was built about 


3 


D 
pa 
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1 or 6 years ago, a little to the weſt X the Houſe of Lea ; : 

Ie is a fGingle arch of a circular form, very high, and 60 feet 

in diameter. The working men, gathering ſtones in the bed | 
| of the river, found, in the 6fures of the rocky bottom, „ 
ſilver pieces of King Charles I, coin. There iS a tradition, DB 
that the famous Earl of Montroſe Paſſed itiat part of the ris 
ver, in his way from the Highlands, where he uſually levied 
his troops, which may perhaps account for the money being 
found there. The pieces, which the intumbent ſaw; was one 

ol thetna little largef than our half crown : the _ a littls 
bigget than out ſhilling, but thiriner: TT, 


Eminent Men.< ne only natal perſon bend, was 
the preſent Mr Drummond's grand uncle, a gentleman highly | 
reſpected for his amiable qualities, and handſome perſon, as 
well as diſtinguiſhed for his great bodily ſtrength, and perſoa 

nal bravery. He was zealoully attached to the houſe of 
Stewart, and fignalized himſelf at the battle of Sheriffmuir, 
in which, after a noble ſtrugglo, he was overpowered, and 
taken priſoner; © The bulk and weight of his broad fword 

was greatly admited, and thought worthy to be laid up as a 
gitar curioſity in the Tower of London; where it is ſaid ſtill 
to remain. | 5 


| 1 r. In the welt corner of the country is 4 
ſtone 10 or 12 feet high, ſtanditig inverted upon its narrow . 
end, with 3 large ſtones, in an arable field Immediately yy Sr 
the furrow. There is no inſtriptivh on them. There is & © 
circle of big ſtones toward the north corner, ſuppoſed to 8 
an ancient place of worſhip. There are ſome, but very im s- 
perfect veſtiges of old buildings, on ſome rifing grounds on. | 
| the banks of the Amon, ſuppoſed, by tradition, to have been 14 
raftles, There is a quick thorn, of a very antique appears , 
Vor. in. 4 3 H N ance; | © "$0 
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ance, for which the people have a ſuperſtitious yeneration. 
They have a mortal dread to lop off, or cut any part of it, 
and affirm, with a religious horror, that ſome perſons, who 
had the temerity to hurt it, were afterwards ſeverely puniſh 
ed for their ſacrilege. In the boundary between Logie Amon 


and the old pariſh, the 3 dioceſes of St. Andrew's, Dum. 
| blane, and Dunkeld, meet in 3 points, within 2 or 3 yards of 


each other. Tradition has handed down, that the 3 biſhops 


having viſited and perambulated their dioceſes at the ſame 
time, they met together at theſe extremities, and there bein 


3 wells, one at each point, they ſat down, and pledged each, 
other out of their reſpective wallty one af which ſtill re- 
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GLAMMISS, TONY 


8k. —There is x/ very fourithing ſchool in — 
The preſent ſchoolmaſter is eminent in his profeſſion. Hit 
ſalary and perquiſites amount to about 501. Sterling, with a 
good houſe, which, beſides his own family, accommodates | 
ſome boarders, The number of his ſcholars i is about. 50, at 
an average: : 


Catel. There are about 1190 cattle in the pariſh ; ; 27 
| horles, and between 700 and 800 ſheep. 


Mi; ;ſeellaneous 8 is one dh inn in the | 
village of Glammiſs, and 3 alehouſes; beſides two or three 
more of the laſt deſcription, in different parts of the pariſh. 
The number of theſe alehouſes is much reduced of late, 
which is not to be regretted, as they have always been found 
to have a very bad effect on the morxals of the people. —A. 


few farmers in the pariſh Rill employ cottagers in agricul- 850 


ture; but the generality find, that they get their work beſt 
| done by hired ſervants, The tenants are bound to no ſer- 
vices, except driving ſome coals, if required, and furniſhing 
a proportion of carriages towards the building of their maſ- 
ter's houſes. They alſo furniſh carriages for the building 
or repairing of the church and manſe. The ſervices for- 
merly required of the tenants, made them little better than 
ſlaves.— The neareſt poſt town is en, which 1 is about 
41 miles Anka: | 3 

Ne: 
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No. ; Lvtt. 


MANOR, b. 583: 


From a careful inſpection of the ſeſſion reodidle; as fab 7 


an ho 1560, the number of births, marriages, and deaths; 
from the beginning of that years to ** 1791s are as 
Birthe 5-1 8 Deaths, 
Males, 140 . 
Females, 136 94 67 

Total, — g 123 
Annual n:˙ * 9 * . 
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